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Abtiolb I. — A Case of Inversion of the Uterus. ByW.. 
Gainss Bbuob, M.D. 

By inversion of the uterus^ we understand a complete' turn- 
ing inside out ol the womb — ^a drawing of the faodus nteri 
through the ob tincsd, just as you would tarn a bag inside out. 
In complete inversion of the uterus, the fundus and os exchange 
places ; Le.^ the base of the womb is downward, while the 
apex points upward. This version is generally ushered in by 
three distinguishing stages, viz : — 

1. A mere dent or depression upon the fimdus uteri. 

2. Partial inversion^ where the fiindus has descended to the 
OS tinc8&, — ^has commenced its passage through that orifice, but 
has not yet completed its passage. 

3. True^ or complete inversion^ as when the womb is turned 
entirely inside out, and hangs suspended in the vagina with 
the base presenting at the vulva. 

This lesion may occur as an accident incident to purturition^ 
or it may take place at a tim^e entirely remot^J&om the partu- 
rient period. 

WholsSebiss XX. 



10 A CASE OP INVBESION OF THE UTBBUS. [JeD., 

The symptoms characteristic of this disease are not always 
alike, but vary according to the progress the disease has made, 
They may also depend upon whether the inversion has been 
effected suddenly, or whether it haa been aome time in devel- 
oping itself. Partial inversion, or the second stage of this ver- 
sion, may manifest itself without the symptoms of the first 
stage being diBcovered. The second stage sometiaLe9 warns 
the praetitioner of its pce9ei)ce by a Qopious flow of the mtnaes, 
or profuse leucorrhoea. It may also be produced by some acci- 
dent incident to confinement, as, too strong traction upon the cord 
for the removal of the placenta; unusual shortness of the um- 
bilical cord ; or, as where the cord is wound around the child,'^ 
body or neck, etc Unless immediately reduced, this displace- 
ment is liable to generate many other symptoms, as, drawing, 
spasmodic sensation in the perineum ^ dragging, deep-seated 
pains in the small of the back ; sense of weight in the pelvic 
cavity ; feeling as if the whole contents of the abdomen would 
issue from the vulva. If this condition is let run very long, 
most disastrous consequences are to be apprehended from 
strangulation, rupture of the ftindus, followed by gangrenous 
slqughing of th€| womb, an4. the «oft parts smrounding tixat 
organ, when, finally, death closes the scene. Or, should there 
not be such a high grade of inflammation, there is danger of a 
collapse, aqd adhesion of the peritoneal surfaces of the uterus. 

The symptoms characterizing the third stage, are but those 
of the second, brought out in a more marked degree ; pains are 
experienced, of a gnawing or a sawing character ; feeling as 
if the whole contents of the pelvic cavity were being drawn 
away by fctt'ce ; dizziness; convulsions; violent and frightful 
monorrhagia may set in, the patient sink v^y rapidly, and ul- 
timately die, either of gangrene and sloughing, or hemor- 
rhage ; or, the inverted womb, hanging suspended from the 
vulva with its internal sm^ce exposed to the action of the at- 
mosphere, — of the urinary excretions, and of the friction of the 
clothes, is in a continual state of irritation, and subject to at- 
tacks of malignant ulceration, chronic metritis, etc. 

The causes of this diflSculty, when not owing to a loss of the 
vital energies of the uterine organs, or of the general system 
of the female, may be said to be, as a general thing, the result 
of mechanical injuries, as, too strong traction upon the pla- 
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cental cord; forcibly removiog polypi, hydafidB, etc. ; blows 
upon the abdomen ; undue bearing-down efforts during labor ; 
sudden delivery of the fostns while the female is in the erect 
postnre; awkward use of the forceps; tight lacing during 
pregnancy. Snch symptoms as indicate degeneration of the 
vital powars of the ateras are, dropsy of "the uterus ; hemor- 
rhage ; distention of the uterine walls from inordinate effizsions 
of blood ; morbid growths ; metritis ; frequent ulcerations of 
the womb. Ovarian dropsies, peritonitis, abdominal tumors, 
strumous diathesis, gonorrhcea, syphilis, and a debilitated con- 
stitution, may be noted as secondary causes of this latter con- 
dition. 

The diofffiosis of this disease is not difficult to the physician 
having a proper understanding of his profession. In the first 
stage, a slight depression of some part of the womb, most gen- 
erally the frmdus, is recognizable upon palpation. In the 
second stage, the protrusion issuing from the os tincse, is rea- 
dily detected and recognizable ; while in the third stage, when 
the inversion is complete, a pear-shaped tumor, with its base 
downward, is observed. 

The practitioner should be very guarded in his prognosis 
of this malady, as about one third of the patients thus affected 
are doomed to die. Unless reduction be accomplished imme- 
diately after the accident, the number of deaths may, indeed, 
exceed that proportion. However, instances are not wanting 
where patients have recovered after the reduction of the ver- 
sion has been delayed for several days, and even weeks and 
months. Instances are on record, too, where spontaneous re- 
duction has taken place years after the displacement; also, 
where the uterus has been extirpated, either by the knife, liga- 
ture, or cautery of the surgeon, as well as by gangrenous 
sloughing. Such cases, however, are rare. When this version 
is one of the accidents of parturition, much danger to the fe- 
male is likely to accrue from hemorrhage. Oases of long 
standing render the reduction very difficult ; recent cases are 
to be considered more easily reducible. When this disease is 
the result of polypi, hydatid, etc., it may be expected, as a 
general thing, that the organ will resume its normal position 
upon the detachment of the morbid growth. 

li'eatment. — ^It was my privilege recently to superintend the 



12 A 0A6£ OF INYEBBIOK OF THE UTEBUd. [Jan., 

maDagement of a case of inyereion of the uterus. Ou the 4:th 
of September, I was called to Mrs. H , who had been con- 
fined five days before, and delivered of a male child weighing 
10^ lbs., by an old midwife, who, by rude attempts to remoTe 
the after-birth, violently drew upon the cord till she had in- 
duced complete inversion of the tUerus^ and yet, strange as it 
may seem, this midwife, who has the conceit to thrust herself 
into the position of the obstetrician, was entirely ignorant of 
the damage she had done ; and to double the extent of her 
crime, as^well as to prove her ignorance of its nature, assured 
the patient and friends, that the profuse hemorrhage, the sink- 
ing of the vital powers of the patient, and all the other dis- 
tressing symptoms that were present, were nothing uncom- 
mon — that she had met with similar cases frequently, all of 
which terpiinated favorably in a few days — thought that in the 
present case, the symptoms would continue, probably without 
much abatement, about four days, when the difBculty would be 
no longer experienced. This kind of talk bad the desired ef- 
fect ; the credulous patient and friends awaited, in patience 
and misery, the arrival of the fourth day, which came at last, 
but to their great surprise, brought with it none of that relief 
which was promised. On the other hand, the patient had grown 
a great deal worse, and the symptoms continued to increase in 
severity as time rolled on. On the fifth day, about 3 o'clock 
in the afternoon, the midwife was sent for, who still undertook 
to persuade the friends and patient that nothing serious was the 
matter. At 11 o'clock that night, however, an alarming hemor- 
rhage set in, when I was sent for. The distance from my place to 
the patient being fifteen miles, I did not arrive there till 3 o'clock 
the next morning. Upon the first introduction of the finger 
into the vagina, I detected the nature of the case, finding, as I 
did, the inverted uterus suspended in the vaginal canal, but a 
little way fi:om the vulva. The hemorrhage was not now so 
profuse as before I came, but there was a continuous oozing 
Irom the exposed surface, particularly from that part from 
which the placenta had been so rudely detached. I did not 
think it prudent to attempt reduction while the surface of the 
organ was in this condition, but concluded, if it could be done, 
to remove the liability to hemorrhage ; whereupon I applied to 
the bleeding surface, through the speculum. Tincture of Ohio- 
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ride of Iron, which was followed in a few hours by injections 
of infusion of Hydrastis Oanad., (cold). This injection was re- 
peated every two or three hours till the next day in the after- 
noon. During the time I kept a compress of Stramonium 
leaves upon the perineum, and over the vulva ; also, to sustain 
the sinking powers of the patient, gave repeatedly, in small 
quantities, Brandy and Water. Upon my arrival the next after- 
noon, I found there had been no recurrence of the hemorrhage ; 
patient was- in good spirits, had rested well, and did not ex- 
perience much pain. Quite a change, indeed, to be effected 
in a few hours I 

Upon examination I found the surface of the uterus looking 
quite healthful — no sign^f hemorrhage, and I thought reduc- 
tion might be effected with as little liability to injure the pa- 
tient Its at any future time. I had previously sent a messenger 
to call a medical friend to share the j^responsibility of reducing 
the inversion with me, but the gentleman sent for being from 
home, I was obliged either to wait a day or two longer, or go 
to work upon my own responsibility. I chose the latter alter- 
native, and commenced my preparations for the reduction by 
first evacuating the rectum by a gentle laxative injection of in- 
ftiaion of Ulmus Fulva and Lobelia — emptying of the bladder, 
which had to be done by catheter, and giving, at the same time, 
Qelsiminum, as suggested by Prof. J. King, in his work on 
Obstetrics, p. 483. I continued the use of the Qelseminum till 
the patient had been brought thoroughly under the relaxing 
influence of the drug, when, after elevating the hips, I intro- 
duced my four fingers, in the conical form, into the vagina- 
passing them along the vaginal canal till they came in contact 
with the tundus uteri, when, by making pressm^e upon the or- 
gan, in the direction of the axis of the pelvic cavity, I soon 
succeeded in elevating the inverted organ beyond the vulva, 
and now making slight pressure upon the fundus, it was in- 
dented. Making stronger pressure, I soon succeeded in carry- 
ing the ftmdus through the os tincfie, when the body and cervix 
speedily followed after it, and re-position took place all <5f u 
sudden. After that I did nothing more in the way of medica- 
tion, except to keep the bowels regular, the bladder empty, and 
to have the patient to drink, two or three times a day, of a tonid 
flad stimulating bitter. I had my patient keep the recumbent 
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posture for ten days, bnt I belieye she could have sat up in six 
or Beven, so rapidly did she improve. "When I saw her last, on 
the 2d of this month — October — she had left off the abdominal 
supporter, and said she felt very well — had no traces remain- 
ing of the difficulty under consideration. 

I think the facility with which convalescence took place in 
the above case, under the above circumstances, the most re- 
markable I have ever witnessed in any disease ; but the female 
in this instance, it may be well to remark, was of a strong con- 
stitution, and enjoyed good health, as a general thing. 

The above treatment of a single case, I think, may be taken 
as the general plan upon which to proceed in the management 
of most of the cases the practitionei^fnay meet with, where the 
inversion is complete. 

Incomplete or partial inversion may be reduced by intro- 
ducing into the uterine cavity two or three fingers, and making 
pressure upon the indenture. The hand should never be with- 
drawn from the uterine cavity, after the reduction of any stage 
of this version, till time enough has elapsed for the reduced 
organ to remain in its normal position, when it should be done 
slowly and cautiously. Let the practitioner be sure never to 
withdraw the hand till the uterus has thoroughly contracted, 
else he may have a recurrence of the displacement, accompa- 
nied by a hemorrhage which his patient can never survive. 

Marston^B Milh^ Ma98,^ 186(>. 



Abt. II. — A Caae of Protracted LaihoT resulting in the 
Sloughing of tJie entire TJtei'us. By S. T. Clabk, M. D. 

On Wednesday, July 20, 1842, 1 was called in consulta- 
tion with Dr. Craig, of Waveland, Ind., in the case of Mrs. 
McMain, who had then been in labor 72 hours with her sev*^ 
enth child — Dr. Oraig having been with her 24 hours^ and an 
'' old midwife" 24 hours previous to his attendance. On ex- 
amination, per vagina, I found the hip presenting, the pains 
natural, regular, and vigorous. After several ineffectual ef- 
forts at turning the child, we thought it prudent to administer 
an opiate for the purpose of procuring a short respite from the 



1861*] THB SLOUQHIKa OF THB KNTISS UTBBUS. 15 

loQg-oontinued aod inceseant labor. The opiate given on the 
night of the 20th, produced a y^erj quiet and refreshing sleep, 
which continued till near the dawn of the 2l8t, when she 
awoke with the return of violent pains. Dr. Jno. B. Clark 
was then called in, and after making a thorough examination 
of the case, and having learned its history, gave a prompt and 
decided opinion in favor of remQving the ohijd as soon as pos- 
sible with instruments. His advice was readily consented to, 
and without much diffiqulty or suffering to the patient, he suc- 
ceeded in removing the child, which was considerably swol- 
len. The moUier, for some hours, had manifested symptoms 
of sinkii^s. 

Friday, 22. — ^Visited the patient and found her quite com- 
fortable, without fever and free from pain, having slept well 
the past night. Ordered a doee of Castor Oil, and eigoined 
light diet« 

23d. — Still doing well ; lochia, healthy, but slight tenderness 
of the genitals. 

24th, 25th, 26th. — Convalescent ; pulse, 65, soft and regular ; 
skin, moist ; tongue, clean, and appetite good. 

28th. — Found her still improving, and after giving some 
general directions, dismissed the case and left, with the assur- 
ance of a speedy recovery, but on the following day was sum- 
moned to see her again. Here it will be proper to state that 
the patient lived in a very open cabin, and a heavy rain which 
had fallen during the night of the 28th, had reached her bed and 
perfectly saturated every article of bedding about her. Found 
her very much changed for the worse ; pulse, 90, hard and full ; 
severe pain in the head, and great tenderness in the uterine 
and lumbar region. Abstracted 20 ounces of blood from the 
arm; gave Sulph. Magnesia, S ss; ordered injections of Mor- 
phine, per vagina, to relieve the pain and irritation of the 
parts, and a poultice of bran and hops to the abdomen. 

30th. — ^Had a chill, before my arrival, which lasted 10 min- 
utes, followed by a copious perspiration ; pulse, 65, soft and 
weak ; bowels, moved three times during the night. Ordered 
Sulph. Quinine every three hours, and injections of Chamo- 
mile tea, per vagina. 

31st. — Rested badly since I last saw her ; had another chill 
in the early part of the night, followed again by perspiration ; 
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chilled again in the morning; complains of severe pain in 
lower part of the back, running to each hip ; pulse, 70, and 
weak ; pain in the head ; external genitals, swollen and tender ; 
paralysis of the neck of the bladder ; urine, dribbling, without 
retention, more particularly when turned in bed ; bowels, ac- 
tively moved. Ordered^a slippery-elm poultice to the genitals, 
bran and hops to the abdomen ; Quinine, 3 grs., every three 
hom*s ; B. Copaiba et Spir. Nitre every four hours. 

August 1st. — Symptoms about as on yesterday. Same treat- 
ment continued. 

2d. — ^Pain in the back, rather more severe ; a throbbing sen- 
sation in the vagina, and mouth of the uterus hot and tender 
to the touch ; the lochia, changed in consistence and appear- 
ancCy oflfensive, and of a dark brown color ; the pulse, 100, 
threadlike and intermittent ; bowels, regular, and incontinence 
of urine. Applied a blister plaster, 20 inches in length, to the 
spine, and prescribed a teaspoonful of the following every three 
hours : — 

Br. — ^Bal. Copaiba, 5 ss. 
Spir. Nit. Dulc, 3 i. 
Tine. Cantharides, 3 ss. 

The blister was merely suffered to produce slight vesica- 
tion. In addition to the above, barks and wine were adminis- 
tered every four hours, and Peruvian Bark and Pulv. Charcoal 
injected into the vagina. 

August 3d. — Dr. J. B. Clark visited the patient and ascer- 
tained that sloughing had commenced ; the mouth of the uterus 
as large as half a dollar, and that portion of the {vragina adja- 
cent to the bladder giving way ; urine, still dribbling. Treat- 
ment continued, with the addition of Tinct. 6. Myrrh to the 
vaginal injections. 

4th. — Pulse, 100, weak, irregular, and at times scarcely per- 
<)eptible ; bowels, bound ; pain in the back, less ; sloughing, in- 
^creased. Ordered injectionsi to move the bowels. Vaginal 
injections, as above, continued, with a liberal internal admin- 
istration of Wine and Barks. 

Aug. 5th. — Symptoms unchanged. Treatment continued. 
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6th. — Eested much better the past night; bowels, freely 
moved ; pulse, 85, soft and feeble ; tongue, clean ; skin, moist ; 
pain in the back, less ; tenderness of the genitals, decreased. 
Vaginal injections, "Wine and Barks, continued. Quinine 
every six hours, with a Dover's Powder at night. 

8th. — Complains more than usual ; pulse, 90, irregular and 
weak; intense pain in the labia; urine, passing as above 
stated. Quinine, grs. x, every five hours. Tine. Myrrh, 3xvi, 
Elm- water, gxii, used as vaginal injections, every three hours. 

K, — ^JPil. Hydrar., gr. x. 

Pulv. Doveri, gr. x, at bed-time. 

Aug. 10th. — ^Bowels moved twice during the night ; pulse, 
80, soft and weak ; sloughing greatly increased ; a large quan- 
tity of dark brown fluid interspersed with sloughs from the 
uterus, very fostid. Treatment continued. 

Aug. 11th. — Besting more quietly ; pulse, 70, rather irregu- 
lar and weak ; sloughing of the uterus increased. Ordered 3 
grs. Quinine every three hours. No control over the urine. 
10 grs. Dover's Powder at bed-time. Injections of Myrrh, 
Cinchona and Pulv. Charcoal continued. 

Aug. 12th. — Bested badly last night ; complained of a se- 
vere pain along the course of the urethra ; large quantities of 
a dark matter continue to pass from the vagina ; pulse, 80, and 
feeble ; tongue, clean. Injections of warm water were thrown 
into the vagina for the purpose of cleansing the canal ; after 
which injections of equal parts of Tinct. Myrrh, Cinchona and 
Elm-water were used. ,Ext. Cinchona, grs. 10, every three 
hours, with an occasional portion of Wine and Barks. An 
opiate at bed-time. 

Aug. 13th, 14th. — Symptoms unchanged. Treatment con- 
tinued. 

15th. — ^Pttlse, 60, and strong, somewhat irregular ; bowels 
moved once during the night ; tongue, clean. Made an exami- 
nation and ascertained that sloughing had taken place in the 
urethra about three quarters of an inch from the meatus urin- 
arius, and half an inch in length. Tonics continued. Ordered 
injections, Tinc« Opii and Elm-water, 

Aug. 16th, 17th. — Symptoms nearly the same ; pulse, 60, 
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and irregular. Sloughing continaes^ and large quantities of 
purulent matter passing off. Treatment continued. 

18th, 19tb. — Seemed rather better; suffering, less ; pulse, 
60; sloughing, the same ; discharges, less consistent. Treat- 
ment same. 

20th to 23d. — Still more comfortable; discharge, decreased. 
Continue tonics and injections. 

27th, — Bested easy for several days, the uterus having, to 
all appearance, sloughed entirely away, and the ulcer in the 
urethra cicatrized, but did not close. Ordered Barks and Wine 
three times a day, and injections of Tine. Opii and Elm- water, to 
be continued until the soreness and discharge entirely ceased. 

I regarded this case as one of pure inflammation of the 
womb, terminating in sloughing. The inflammation was 
doubtless caused by the wetting she received &om the heavy 
rain which fell soon after her confinement* It possessed some re- 
markable and interesting features from the fact that she ei]\]oyed 
comparatively good health after the entire loss of the uterus, an 
organ which exerts so potent and controlling an influence on all 
the animal functions, the moral and mental powers of female life. 
She was 30 years of age, and the mother of seven children. It is 
now eighteen years since her recovery, and up to the year 1858 
she had enjoyed good health. A fey days in each month, she 
felt the ordinary symptoms attendant on the return of the 
monthly periods. I have examined her lour times with the 
speculum, in the presence of other physicians of respectable 
medical attainments, and they, as well as myself, were fully 
convinced of the total loss of the uterus. 

I visited her again in the fall of 1857, and found her gen- 
eral health greatly deranged with the symptoms generally at- 
tendant upon the cessation of the catamenia ; made another 
examination, by the touch, which confirmed the truth already 
revealed by the speculum. The vagina is about two and a 
half inches in length, and has a puckered feel, similar to that 
of the toe of a yarn sock. She informed me that sexual feel- 
ings still existed, though weakened. Thi$ lady weighed 300 
pounds at the time of her confinement. 

Muaselville^ Indiana, 

[We have admitted the foregoing report to appear in our 
journal, not because we indorse the treatment. Indeed, under 
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similar circnm8taQoe&, Dr. G. would not now resort to Calomel 
asd bleeding. The doctor graduated at Louisville, Ky., and 
at the time the above case was treated, adopted the Allopathic 
practice exclusively. He has since abandoned a system which 
his good sense has shown him to be uncc^ain and unreliable, 
and like many others, is now a staunch Eclectic. The case is 
a remarkable one, and has been presented on that account. It 
is possible that sloughing would not have resulted, had Eclectic 
principles of practice been adopted. — Eds.] 



Abt. III. — A Case in Praotice. By W. B. Aknold, M. D. 

Sept. 7th. — ^Was called to take diarge of a case about ten 
miles from this place : — ' 

Mabia H , aged 20; sanguine-bilious temperament. 

Been sick four weeks, under " old school " treatment. Disease, 
typhoid fever; Dr. Fitch, the attending physician, having 
given Up the case as hopeless. Found patient very bad ; low 
muttering delirium ; frequent sighing ; head and throat, con^ 
gested ; difficulty of swallowing at times ; pulse, 140, and 
small ; subsultus of upper extremities ; tongue, dry and brown ; 
skin, dry and husky ; face, pale and cold ; respiration, very ir- 
regular ; eyes, suffused ; no sleep during the last 24 hours ; 
fflBces, dark green ; discharged involuntarily every fifteen or 
twenty minutes ; urine, scanty ; lies mostly on ber side, with 
limbs straight, except at the time of evacuating the bowels, 
when they are slightly flexed upon the abdomen. 

Previous TreatinenL — ^The old routine of Tart. Antimony, 
followed by purgatives in the first stages. For the last week^ 
Garb, of Ammonia and Whisky, with blisters to back of the 
neck and bowels. 

Fitch said there existed active inflammation of the bowels, 
and to check them would be certain death. I told the friends 
that there was not more inflammation than was usually met 
with in this fever, and that it was absolutely necessary to give 
astringents, as the only hope in the case. They told me to 
proceed. 
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I ordered the blisters, removed and dressed ; spine and linabB, 
rubbed with Capsicum ; sinapisms, to arms and legs. 

|l. — Quinine, grs. iij. 
Tannin, grs. ij. 
Oapsicum, gr. i. Mix. 

One after each discharge from the bowels. 

H. — Scutellarin, grs. ij. 
Gelsemin, gr. j. Mix. 

One every hour during the night. 

Sept. 8. — ^Fewer discharges during the night than any before 
in some time. Slept about an hour and a half in all during 
the night. Continue tonic through the day. Also, 

1):. — ^Tinc. Aconite and Veratrum, aa Zi. 
Water, 3 iij. Mix. 

Dose, 3 i, every half hour during restless periods ; hot cloths 
to throat and chest. 

1^. — Acetate Potassa, grs. xxx. 
Water, 3 ij. Mix. 

Dose, 3 j, once in four hours. 

Sept. 9. — Slept quite well last night ; pulse, 130; tongue, 
rather dry ; 'about the time of her menstrual period. Con- 
tinue same treatment, with the exception of Tannin, there hav- 
ing been four discharges in tixe last 24 hours. 

Sept. 11. — Passed a very restless night; menstrual flow 
came on yesterday; pulse, 130 ; tongue, dry ; delirious at times 
this morning; bowels, moved three times in 24 hours; no 
bloating. 

5. — Quinine and Hydrastin, aa^ grs. ij. 
Capsicum, gr. i. Mix. 

One every three hours during remission ; sedative during restless 
periods and fever, together with the alkaline bath, made stim- 
ulating by a little alcohol. 
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Sept. 22. — ^Have not changed my treatment since last record, 
as patient seemed to be doing well ; bowels not having moved 
in three days, ordered an injection of — 

9r^ — Comp. Tinct. Lobelia and Oapsicum, 3 i. 
Water, O ss. 

To be used warm. One operation ; pulse. 100 ; skin, moist ; 
sleeps well at night. 

R. — Quinine, grs. ij. 

Hydrastin and Gelsemin, aa, gr. j. Mix. 

Give one every four hours. Repeat injection if necessary. 

Sept. 26. — Still improving ; no fever in last four days ; has 
several boils on arms and body ; sweats considerably at night, 
but is steadily gaining strength. 

Continue Quinine, etc., as usual. Also, saline bath occa- 
sionally. 

The cry of croakers has ceased, and people are wondering 
at her recovery. 

Jamestown^ October 4, 1860. 



Article IV. — A Case of Oenerdl Dropsy. By Alfeed 
Malone, M. D. 

The subject, Mrs. Hbnet K. Gollbe, aged about 40 years, . 
has been predisposed to this disease, and years since, had it, 
though not so bad as now, but much longer. She had been 
suffering several weeks before I was called, and had been 
some weeks under allopathic treatment, and grew daily worse 
under it. 

Symptoms. — Beside the ordinary symptoms of general 
dropsy, I mention a few of the local symptoms arising from 
hydroihorax and ascites; such as an inability to lie prone 
without suffocation^ so oppressive was the dyspnoea / some fe- 
ver ; quick, feeble and fluttering pulse ; eye-lids, face and 
extremities osdematous, as well as cool ; palpitation of the / 
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heart ; paiu and tendemeeB of the abdomen, with very consid- 
erable enlargement ; paucity of nrine, and costiveness. Snch 
were a few of the most marked sympton^ in this case. 

Treatment. — My first medicine was an antibilious and hy- 
dragogue cathartic^ composed of the following : — 

B. — A. B. Powders, 2^ parts ; 
Cream Tartar, 6 " 
Podophyllin, i " 

This produced copious watery alvine evacuations, which 
promptly relieved the urgent symptoms considerably. 
I also put her upon the following syrup once or twice daily : — 

H. — Apocynum Can., 5 ij. 
Podophyllum Pelt., 3 j. 
Aqua, O ij. 

Simmer down to xij3 ; filter, and add saccharum album 3 viij. 

A common sized tablespoonful of this was given once or 
twice daily, in order to keep up free action upon the kidneys 
and bowels, though not so freely upon the bowels a& to weaken 
the patient. 

I also ordered, thrice daily, B j. Potasses Acetatas^ disBolyed 
in water, adding to each dose^ xx M. tr. Digitalis. 

Under this treatment, with the addition only of wskTrnpedi- 
luvia^ ^e rapidly convalesced. As before remarked, the hy- 
dragogue cathartic relieved, in some degree, immediately. 
Four or five days more sufficed to enable her to lie down and 
rest comfortably. In about fifteen days, she thought herself 
well. I visited her but once, and prescribed afterward firom 
her husband's description. In about one month &om the time 
I saw her, she visited me, some twenty miles from her resi- 
dence. I then gave her a little more medicine and dismissed 
her, cured. 

A case of such character, seizing such person, of such pre- 
disposition, and arriving at such crisis, certainly never termi- 
nated more favorably. I have treated many cases before, with 
medicines and by tapping, but never with Buch speedy and 
happy results, when anything like as bad as. was this case. 

PaJMtine^ 111.^ October 13, 18«0. 
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SELECTIONS. 



On Aeuptt^wrer'^A New Method of Arresting Surgical He- 
morrhage. By J. Y. Simpson, M.D., Professor of Mid- 
wifery in the University of Edinburgh, etc. 

[At the first winter meeting of the Eoyal Society of Edin- 
burgh, in December, 1869, Professor Simpson made a length- 
ened communication on acupressure, a new mode of arrestiDg 
surgical hemorrhage. After pacing in review the various 
means employed iii arresting surgical hemorrhage, and ob- 
serving that ligatures, however employed (even metallic) al- 
ways act as foreign bodies, and excite higher stages of inflam- 
mation than the adhesive. Dr. Simpson said, that what is 
wanted in plastic surgical operations in order to insure union 
by the first intention, is to arrest the hemorrhage effectually, 
and yet not leave any foreign body whatever in the wound. 
This end is attained by acupressure.] 

Dr. Simpson stated that he had tested the effects of acupres- 
sure as a means of effectually closing arteries and staunching 
hemorriiage first upon the lower animals, and lately on two or 
three operations on the human subject. The instruments which 
he proposed should be used for the purpose were slender needles 
or pins of passive iron, headed with wax or glass, and in other 
respects also like the hare-lip needles commonly used by sur- 
geons at the present day, but longer when circumstances re- 
quire it. They might^be coated with silver or zinc on the sur- 
face, if such protection were deemed requisite. 

At fibrst, Dr. Simpson believed that in using acupressure as 
a hemostatic means, it would be necessary to compress the 
tube of the bleeding artery between two needles, one placed on 
either side of it. But in his later experiments upon the living 
as well as the dead body (as in amputations on the latter, and 
subsequently injecting tepid water through the arteries, in 
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imitation of the flow of blood), he had found, that the com- 
pression of one needle was nsnally perfectly Bu£Bicient to shut 
up an artery, and that even sometimes, when two or more 
bleeding points were near, they could be closed simultaneouflly 
by the action of one needle or pin. The whole process consists 
in passing the needle itoice through the substance of the 
wound, BO as to compress together and close, by the middle 
portion of the needle, the tube of the bleeding artery a line or 
two, or more, on the cardiac side of the bleeding point. The 
only part of the needle necessarily left exposed to the fresh sur- 
face of the wound is the small middle portion of it, which 
passes over and compresses the arterial tube ; and the whole 
needle is withdrawn on the second or third day, or as soon as 
the artery is supposed to be adequately closed, thus leaving 
nothing whatever in the shape of a foreign body within the 
wound, or in the tissues composing its sides or flaps. To pro- 
duce adequate closing pressure upon any arterial tube which it 
is desired to constrict, the needle must be passed over it so as 
to compress the tube with sufficient power and force against 
some resisting body. Such a resisting body will be most fre- 
quently found, 1st, in the cutaneous walls and component tis- 
sues of the wound ; 2nd, sometimes in a neighboring bone, 
against which the artery may be pinned and compressed by the 
acupressure needle ; and, 8rd, in a few rare cases it may pos- 
sibly be found in practice, that a second needle may require to 
be introduced to serve as a point against which the required 
compression is to be made. Most commonly the first of these 
three plans seems perfectly sufficient, and that even in ampu- 
tation of the thigh. In acting upon this mode, the surgeon 
may place the tip of the fore-finger of his left hand upon the 
bleeding mouth of the artery which he intends to compress 
and close ; holding the needle in his right hand, he passes it 
through the cutaneous surface of the flap, and pushes it in- 
ward till its point projects out to the extent of a few lines, on 
the raw surface of the wound, a little to the right of, and an- 
terior to his finger-tip ; he then, by the actions of his right 
hand upon the head of the needle, turns and directs the needle, 
60<that it makes a bridge as it were across the site of the tube 
of the bleeding artery immediately in front of the point of the 
finger, with which he is shutting up its orifice ; he next, either 
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with this same fore^finger of the left hand, or with the side of the 
end of the needle itself, compresses the locality of the bleeding 
arterial orifice and tube, and then pnshes on the needle with his 
right hand so as to make it re-enter the surface of the wound a lit- 
tle to the left side of the artery; and lastly, by pressing the needle 
farther on in this direction, its point re-emerges through the 
cutaneotcs surface of the flap — and the site of the tube of the 
bleeding artery is in this way left pinned down in a compressed 
state by the arc or bridge of steel that is passed over it. The needle 
thus passes first firom and through the skin of the flap inward to 
the raw surface of the wound, and after bridging over the site of 
the artery, it passes secondly from the raw surface of the wound 
outward again to and through the skin. Sometimes the needle 
will be best passed by the aid of the eye alone, and without 
guiding its course by the finger-tip applied to the Ueeding 
orifice. It compresses not the arterial tube alone, but the 
structures also placed over and around the site of the tube. 
When the needle is completely adjusted, all of it that is seen 
on the surface of the raw wound, and that not necessarily so, 
is the small portion of it passing over the site of the artery, 
while externally, upon the cutaneous surface of the flap, we 
have remaining exposed more or less of its two extremities, 
namely, its point and its head. The rest of it is hidden in the 
structures of the flap or side of the wound. The degree of 
pressure required to close effectually the tube of an artery is 
certainly much less than medical practitioners generally 
imagine; but in the above proceeding the amount of pres- 
sure can be regulated and increased, when required, by the 
acuteness of the angle at which the needle is introduced and 
again passed out, — the cutaneous and other structures of the 
flap serving as the resisting medium against which the needle 
compresses the arterial tube. But if it were ever, perchance, 
necessary to produce greater compression than can be thus ac- 
complished by the needle alone, this increased pressure could 
be readily obtained by throwing around the two extremities 
of the needle exposed cutaneously a figure-of-eight ligature, as 
in hare-lip, with or without a small compress placed between 
the arc of the ligature and the skin. The process of the ad- 
justment of the needle is difficult to describe shortly by words, 
but the whole of it is readily seen and imitated when repeated 
2 
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npon a piece of cloth or leather. We fasten the stalk of a 
flower in the lapel of our coat by a pin passed exactly in this 
manner. To compress a bleeding artery against a bone is some- 
what more complicated, but not mnch so. In accomplishing it, 
we hare to introduce from the cutaneous surface a long needle 
through the flap of the wound obliquely to near the site of the 
artery, and then compressing, with the fingers of the other hand, 
9r with the end of the needle, the part containing the artery 
against the bone, we make the needle, after passing over 
this compressed part, and after testing whether it has closed 
the vessel or not, enter into the tissues beyond, and if neces- 
, sary even emerge from, the cutaneous surface on the other side 
at an angle somewhat oblique to that at which it entered ; thus 
taking advantage of the resiliency and resistance of the soft 
textures to make them push the needle with the necessary de- 
gree of compression against the artery and bone. Arteries in 
particular parts require special adjustments and modifications 
to compress them against the neighboring bone, which only 
experience can point out. There is always suflScient soft tissue 
on either side of the artery for the needle to get a purchase 
upon, to compress the arterial tube against the bone or other 
resistant point. In two cases, Dr. 8. had found that branch of 
the internal mammary artery which so frequently bleeds in the 
bottom of the wound after excision of the mamma, easily and 
perfectly closed by a needle passed through the flap to near the 
artery, then lifted over it (and after compressing it so as to 
stop the flow of blood) pushed onward into the tissues beyond. 
Possibly, in some amputations, an acnpressnre needle or needles 
may yet be passed, immediately before the operation, half an 
inch or so above the proposed site of the amputation line, so 
as to shut the principal artery or arteries, and render the ope- 
ration comparatively bloodless. If so, these needles would 
serve, at one and the same time, the present use of both tour- 
niquet and arterial ligatures. Perhaps this will be found, in 
some cases, a simple and eflectual means of compressing and 
closing the artery leading to an aneurism — as the femoral ar- 
tery, for example, in popliteal aneurism, — changing the ope- 
ration for that disease into a simple process of acupuncture in- 
stead of a process of delicate dissection and deligation, when 
in any case the milder methods of compression, manipulation, 
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and continuous flexion of the limbs fail. It has been hitherto a 
difficult problem to obstmct the vessels of the ovarian liga- 
ment in ovariotomy, without leaving a foreign body, whether 
clamp or ligature, upon the stock of the tumor, to ulcerate and 
slough through it. If the stock be transfixed and pinned in 
its whole breadth to the interior of the relaxed abdominal 
walls, by one or more acupressure needles passed through these 
abdominal walls from without, this difficulty may possibly be 
overconie. 

That needles used for the purpose of acupressure, and passed 
freely through the walls and flaps of wounds will not be at- 
tended by any great degree of disturbance or irritation, is ren- 
dered in the highest degree probable by all that we know of 
the tolerance of living animal tissues to the contact of metallic 
bodies. Long ago, John Hunter pointed out that small-shot, 
needles, pins, etc.^ when passed into and imbedded in the liv- 
ing body, seldom or never produced any inflammatory action, 
or none at least beyond the stage of adhesive inflammation, 
even when lodged for years. Some time ago, when the sub- 
ject of acupuncture specially attracted the attention of medi- 
cal men,'Cloquet, Pelletan, Pouillet, and others, showed that 
the passage and retention of long acupuncture needles was at- 
tended with little or no irritation in the implicated living tis- 
sues. The Reviewer of their works and experiments in the 
Edinburgh Medical Journal for 1827, observes: "It is a re- 
markable circumstance that the acupuncture needles never 
cause inflammation in their neighborhood. K they are rudely 
handled or ruffled by the clothes of the patient, they may pro- 
duce a little irritation ; but if they are properly secured and 
protected, they may be loft in the body for an indefinite length 
of time without causing any of the eflects^which usually arise 
on account of the presence of foreign bodies. In one of M. 
Oloquet's patients they were left in the temples for eighteen 
days ; and in cases in which needles have been swallowed, 
they have remained without causing inflammation for a much 
longer period. It appears probable, from the facts collected 
on the subject, that metallic bodies of every kind may remain 
imbedded in the animal tissues without being productive of in- 
juries." All the late observations and experiments upon me- 
tallic sutures are confirmatory of the same great pathological 
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law of the tolerance of living tiBsaes for the contact of metal- 
lic bodies imbedded within their substance. In the operation 
for hare-lip, where the whole success or failure of the opera- 
tion depends on the establishment or not of union by the first 
intention, surgeons use needles to keep the lips of the wound 
approximated, often compressing these needles strongly with 
their figure-oi-eight ligatures, and find this measure the most 
successful means which they can adopt for accomplishing pri- 
mary adhesion. 

The acupressure of arteries, when compared with the liga- 
ture of them, appears, as a means of arresting hemorrhage, to 
present various important advantages : — 1st. It will be found 
more easy, simple, and expeditious in its application than the 
ligature. 2d. The needles in acupressure can scarcely be con- 
sidered as foreign bodies in the wound, and may always be en- 
tirely removed in two or three days, or as soon as the artery is 
considered closed ; whilst the ligatures are true foreign bodies, 
and can not be removed till they have ulcerated through the 
tied vessels. 3d, The ligature inevitably produces ulceration, 
suppuration, and gangrene at each arterial point at which it 
is applied ; whilst the closure of arterial tubes by acupressure 
is not attended by any such severe consequences. 4th. The 
chances, therefore, of the union of wounds by the first inten- 
tion should be greater under the arrestment of surgical hemor- 
rhage by acupressure than the ligature. 5th. PysBmia and 
surgical fever seem not unfrequently to be excited by the un- 
healthy suppuration, etc., in wounds which are liable to be set 
up by the presence and irritation of ligatures. 6th. These dan- 
gerous and fatal complications are less likely to be excited by 
the employment of acupressure, seeing the presence of a me- 
tallic needle has not the tendency to create local suppurations 
and sloughs in the wound, such as occur at the seats of arterial 
ligatures. And, 7th. Hence, under the use of acupressure, we 
are entitled to expect both, firsts that surgical wounds will heal 
more kindly and close more speedily ; and secondly ^ that sur- 
gical operations and injuries will be less frequently attended 
than at present by surgical fever and pysamia. — Edinburgh 
Med. Journal. 
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PHYsiOLoaY. — On the Chronometry of Life. By Jas. Paget, 
Esq., F.B.S., Assistant Sargeon to St. Bartholemew's Hos- 
pital. 

The design of this discourse is to illustrate the law that the 
processes of organic life are regulated with regard to time, as 
exact as that which is observed by them in respect of size and 
weight and quantity of material employed by them ; and to show 
that such an observance of time is characteristic of life, depend* 
ing essentially on properties inherent in the living bodies them- 
selves, and not on conditions external to them. Laws indicat- 
ing the limitation of the organic formative processes, in respect 
of quantity, are evident in the facts that, in the ordinary con- 
ditions in which each living being is found, it and all its parts 
have appropriate size and weight and mutual proportion. These 
may, indeed, be modified by the variations of external condi- 
tions, or by events that are of the nature of accidents ; but the 
range of possible variations is, in nearly all cases, compara- 
tively narrow ; and the boundaries are soon reached, in which 
changes of external condition become incompatible with life. 
An instance of corresponding limitation of the organic pro- 
cesses in regard to time might be noted in the natural duration 
of each creature's life. It is, indeed, not possible to assign 
any exact number of hours, days or years, as the constant limit 
of life in any species ; bat it is enough to prove a law of time, 
as limiting the total duration of the organic processes in each, 
when we see that, in man, and in other species, the length of life, 
when not diminished by disease or violence, is as fixed as the 
natural weight or stature is, and that the term of life is marked 
by changes whose source is inherent in the living body. 
Watching these changes in the senile degenerations of the hu- 
man body, it is evident that lite does not cease, naturally, bo- 
cause of any change in the external conditions of living; and 
that the body is not, with advancing years, gradually worn out, 
as if there were a gradual consumption of a store of material 
or of force ; but that, as, at a set time, the development of tho 
body ceases and growth goes on, and then growth ceases and 
the body is only maintained in its perfection, so, after a time of 
such maintenance, the method of the formative processes in the 
body changes, it slowly degenerates, and through degeneracy 
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dies. And all these stages are alike natural, constant, timely ; 
all, too, are together characteristic of life ; there is no such 
succession of events to be traced in any form of dead matter. 
Observance of time may, again, be noted in the formative pro- 
cesses concerned in any of the organs whose changes mark the 
divisions of a life into its chief periods ; e. ^., in the teeth. 
Considering merely the conditions in which the teeth of the 
first set are placed before they project from the gums, there 
appears no reason why one should be cut before the other, or 
why they should not all grow with equal speed. Yet while 
they all grow alike in regard of structure and composition, 
they have very diflferent rules in regard to the time-rate of their 
formation. And a yet more marked instance of time-regula- 
tion is in the contrast of the teeth of the first set with those of 
the second. In all essential characters, except those of strength 
and size, the two sets are much alike \ yet there is the widest 
difierence in the rates at which they are formed, and in their 
duration. The second teeth require as many years for their 
formation as the first require months ; the first live but a few 
years, the second should live as long as the rest of the body, 
and sometimes do so. Now there appears nothing to which, aa 
to an efficient cause, this difierence can be referred. Its utility 
and final cause can be discerned ; but, as to that which verily 
determines the rates of growth, and the durations of the teeth, 
it can only be referred to a First Cause ; or it may be said, as 
of other things subordinate to a First Cause, that it depends on 
some of those properties which each living being inherits from 
its parents, and through which it results that, in respect of 
time, as well as of method and quantity, the formative processes 
in the ofispring are a repetition of those of the parent. The 
observation of the development and changes of the teeth af- 
fords, moreover, an excellent instance of the punctuality with 
which time-work is regulated in the organic processes, and of 
the manner in which several difierent, and really independent 
processes, being set to the same time-rate, are made to co-ope- 
rate to the end of utility in the economy. This is evident in 
the coincidence of the development of the teeth of the second 
set, with the removal of those of the first ; and in the coinci- 
dent growth of the jaw, and all its muscles and other appa- 
ratus for mastication* In all of these (and the same might be 
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said of any other system of organs in any species) the forma- 
tion of eveiy part is achieved with an admeasurement of time 
as precise, and as perfectly designed as that of its shape^ or 
size, or structure. For examples of organic processes, ad- 
justed to be complete in definite periods of time, the germina- 
tion of seeds and the hatching of eggs could be cited. In 
plants, and in cold-blooded animalB, the time varies according to 
temperature, yet not without evidence of a proper time-rate ; 
but among birds, each species, has its own time for incubation, 
as fized as its other specific characters. In other words, the 
development of the structures of an egg into those of a young 
bird, appropriately fitted f<>r life in the open air, is timed to a 
certain rate of progress ; sq much work is to be done in so 
many days, neither more nor less ; and on each day its appro- 
priate and special portion of the work. And it is evident that 
the time occupied in the process is determined by the Inherent 
properties of the egg itself. For if the eggs of any number 
of species be exposed to the same heat and other conditions, in 
a hatching machine, then, as surely as the bird produced from 
each will be like its parents, so surely will it be hatched in the 
same time as its parents were ; in other words, the observance 
of a specific time-rate in the process of development is as exact 
as that of- any other specific character. With this observance 
of time in the development of the young might be noticed that 
which is, commonly, coincident to the parent. Not to cite the 
example of all the n^mmalia, that of pigeons might be taken, 
in which, during the incubation of their eggs, the crops of the 
parents are remarkably developed, so that they may be fitted 
for the secretion of a fluid destined to make the food of their 
young ofispring more suited for their sustenance. The corres- 
pondence of these time-rates, observed at once, in the develop- 
ment of the young pigeons, and in that of the crops of the pa- 
rents, demonstrates, in both, a provision for chronometry in 
their organic processes, as clearly as the faces of two clocks, 
constantly keeping time together, would prove that they both 
have some apparatus for chronometry within. Further, the 
provisions made by parents for their future young afford evi- 
dence of the time-regulation of organic processes, in so far as 
those provisions seem to indicate a reckoning of the time ne- 
cessary for their completion. For example, certain turtles lay 
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their eggs in hollows made in the sand, leave them there to be 
hatched, and at the time of hatching retnm to them for the 
sake of their young. It might be asked, how can these crea- 
tures, and many others in similar oases, reckon the passage of 
time ? Most probably, they do not reckon it at all ; but just 
as the timely-attained fitness of their organization for pre- 
paring and filling their nests impelled them to those acts, so 
some time-regulated organic processes, taking place in them 
after the paying of their eggs, bring about at length a new con* 
dition, of which a dim consciousness becomes an impulse to 
them to return to their nests. Such an explanation would in« 
voire little guess-work ; for changed organization is, mani- 
festly, often the source of impulse to instinctive actions, and 
the parental organization does commonly change at a rate com- 
mensurate with that of the development of the ofispring. Anrl 
a similar reference to chronometric processes in the body might 
explain many, though probably not all, other instances in which 
animals seem to have a power of reckoning the passage of time. 
The phenomena of disease, especially in fevers, agues, the con- 
sequences of injuries, and many cutaneous eruptions, would 
afibrd abundant instances of the observance of time in the 
organic processes. The vaccine disease might be generally 
watched as an iliustralion, being characterized by a vesicle at 
each place of insertion of the virus, which vesicle begins to 
appear on the third day, and on the following days passes 
through changes which are as exactly regulated in time as they 
are in visible characters. The changes in this vesicle are, more- 
over, indicative of % coincident succession of events in, or pro- 
duced by, the virus inserted, which, in the blood of the vacci- 
nated person, increases, and, incorporating itself in the vesicle, 
reaches its highest development and greatest inoculating 
power on the eighth day, and then degenerates. The vaccine 
might, in most essential points, be regarded as a type of mor- 
bid poisons, t. «., of such as are the products of disease. 
Whether inserted in the blood by inoculation or bred therein, 
they commonly occupy definite periods of time in their devel- 
opment, and increase, and decline ; as with a life which is 
chronometric in all its phases and in its total length. The in- 
stances of morbid poisons would supply examples of organic 
processes timed to various numbers of days ; and many that 
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are completed in a day, or in given portions of a day, are 
traceable in the events of sleep and waking in animals (and, 
perhaps, also in plants), in the daily variations of the pulse, 
and of breathing, the returns of hunger and thirst, the regu- 
lated times of the digestive - functions, etc. In man, indeed, 
consciousness and will are so concerned in some of these func- 
tions, that they may seem to lack that regularity which be- 
longs to merely organic processes ; but, if studied generally, 
and in other species as well as man, they all tell of such pro- 
cesses accomplished with regular measurement of time, and 
not determined by the external events or conditions of the day 
or night. Thus, for sleeping and waking, and the times of 
hunger and thirst, man's independence in regard to day and 
night, or light and darkness, and the habits of different species 
whose times of activity are severally, in the early or later day, 
in twilight or at night, may prove that the earth's diurnal 
changes are not the causes of these diurnal peculiai*ities of ani- 
mal life. The very cause of sleep, and of that which is yet 
more mysterious, waking, may be unknown ; but they are evi- 
dently connected and correlated with those alternating condi- 
tions of the structures, of which men, and probably all animals 
that sleep and wake, are conscious in the sensations of fatigue 
and of refreshment. The ordinary activities of one portion of the 
twenty-four hours, the activities, especially, of the muscles and 
nervous centers and the senses, produce an amount of struc- 
tural, or chemical change, which is exactly repaired in rest 
during sleep. In other words, the organic processes for the re- 
pair of structures changed (as all structure^are) by exercise, are 
adjusted to such a rate, that in general, arid on an average, in 
the time of sleep, they may completely restore the parts that 
are impaired in the activity of waking time. And so, of that 
replacement of substances in the several structures and in the 
blood, which is the purpose of feeding ; the processes of diges- 
tion and of the several stages of assimilation are so timed, as 
to accord exactly with the times of daily taking. The most 
minute observances of time in organic processes might be 
noted in organs that have rhythmic motions, as in hearts and 
breathing muscles, ciliee, the vacuoles of certain zoospores, as 
Yolvox and Gonium. In the Croonian Lecture at the Eoyal 
Society, in 1857, the speaker had endeavored to prove that 
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these and other rhythmic moyementa ia plants, as well as ani- 
mals, are due to corresponding time-regulated nutrition. He 
had expressed his belief that ^' rhythmic motion is an issue of 
rhythmic nutrition, i. «., of a method of nutrition, in which the 
acting parts are, at certain periods, raised, with time-regulated 
progress, to a state of instability of composition, from which 
they then decline, and in their decline may change their shape 
and move with a definite velocity, or (as nervous centers) may 
discharge nerve-force." And this would be still maintained ; 
but whether it were true or not, the rhythmical nutrition of 
rhythmically-acting muscles would be certain. If not a cause, 
it must be a consequence of such acting ; for it is inconceiva- 
ble that the heart (for example) or the diaphragm, or any other 
rhythmic muscle, should be free from waste or impairment in 
its action, or from the necessity of being renovated in its rest. 
Difference of mode of action could not determine a difference 
in the immediate effect of action. With long exercise, muscles 
become so changed that their changed state can be felt in the 
sensation of weariness, and proved by chemical analysis. . But 
the change thus proved is only the accumulation of the changes 
wrought in many muscular actions, each of which has contri- 
buted a share to the whole amount, just as each revolution of a 
wheel contributes to the final wearing out. Similarly, every 
action of the heart, or of the breathing muscles, is attended 
with change or impairment of composition ; but the impair- 
ment is repaired in the next following period of rest or relaxa- 
tion. In other words, the alternating actions in shortening, 
and rest in lengthening, of the muscular fibers are correla- 
tive and synchronous with their alternating impairments and 
repairs of composition. The chronometry of such organic 
processes seems perfect; nutrition is in'them divided, as it were, 
into units ; and for each unit there might be reckoned a unit 
of time. 

Two results of this constant maintenance of rhythmic mus- 
cles are remarkable, viz. : the enormous power they are capa- 
ble of exerting, and their freedom from fatigue when only nat- 
urally acting. The latter result is proved to depend on the 
constant maintenance of the muscles, in their timely intervals 
of rest, by the weariness which is produced in the same muscles 
when they act otherwise than rhythmically, as in the muscles 
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of respiration when employed in any voluntary movements, 
or in coughing, or other violent respiratory acts. The in- 
stances adduced thus far might supply examples of organic 
processes adjusted to periods of time varying from the length 
of human life to less than a second. They were all examples 
of large classes of facts, from which might be filled up the in- 
stances of observance of other and very diverse periods of time ; 
and in all of them, the time-rate is essentially determined, not 
by external conditions (though these may, in some measure, 
modity it) but by the inherent properties of the organic bodies 
themselves. In another large group of instances, those, namely, 
in which vital processes are completed, or attain some climax, 
in a year or in a set portion or season of a year, an indepen- 
dence of external conditions appears less evident. The higher 
organisms, chiefly by reason of their having in themselves the 
power of generating heat, may manifest their own time-laws 
with comparatively little disturbance from without. But in the 
vegetable world, and in the lower animals, the organic pro- 
cesses are, for the most part, suspended during part of the year, 
for want, chiefly, of the heat which is a necessary condition of 
their activity, and the variations of which, for the rest of the 
year, very greatly affect their rate. Yet even in these there 
appear sufficient indications tbkt the times in which the pro- 
cesses of organic life are accomplished depend, essentially, on 
the specific properties of the several organisms themselves. 
Thus, under the same external conditions, each species observes 
a proper rate of its own. All the plants, for example, of a 
given locality are subject to the same temperature, and other 
seasonal conditions ; but their rates of living, like those of va- 
rious eggs placed in the same heat, are different ; each reaches 
the chief events of its life at a certain period of the year. 
Yariations of the seasons may affect all of them ; but their 
method of succession is not thereby changed ; they observe the 
same proportions in the times severally required for their or- 
ganic processes ; and this unaltering proportion indicates a 
time-rate specific for each, though equally variable in all. 
Moreover, among plants, there are numerous examples of va- 
rieties, which differ from the general character of their species 
only, or chiefly, in regard to the times at which their vital pro- 
cesses are accomplished. Such are the variations that are 
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known as " late," and " early," among flowers or fruits ; of 
which some may be propagated by seeds. [Specimens were 
shown from two horse-chestnuts growing opposite to one ano- 
ther by the great gate of the Kew Gardens, of which one is, 
every year, three weeks earlier than the other, in all the pro- 
cesses of its life ; and of varieties of Erythronium, Dens Canis, 
from the same gardens, the plants of which, growing side by 
side in the same bed, always present a similar difierence in 
their times of flowering, etc., though in all other respects alike.] 
It would be difBcult to imagine a variety thus marked only by 
a peculiarity in rate of living, if temperature, or the influ- 
ence of the seasons, alone determined the rate of life in the 
species. The simplest explanation seemed to be that, as there 
may be varieties in size and number of organs, and almost all 
the other properties of a species, which together make up its 
specific character, so there may also be varieties in regard to 
that time-rate of the processes of organic life which, even by 
this variability, is indicated as essentially dependent on the 
properties of the organism itself. Again, there are some spe- 
cies in which there seems to exist a singular independence of 
external condition. Instances of this are found in the Erio- 
gastor lanestris, and the other moths mentioned by Kirby and 
Spence. K pupae, formed in June or July, be " selected of the 
same size, and exposed to the same temperature, the greater 
number of them will disclose the perfect insect in the February 
following ; some not till the February of the year ensuing, and 
he remainder not before the same month in the third year." 
Vol. iii, p. 264). The design of so singular an arrangement 
is, as they observe, to secure that insects, coming into active 
life in February or March, may not be utterly exterminated by 
the ungenial weather of a single season, or of two such seasons 
in succession ; but the very cause of the differences among the 
pupsB, in their relations to the same external conditions, must 
be in their own properties. A somewhat similar instance of 
apparent complete likeness among seeds in all respects except 
that of time, is in those of a Begania, which, if taken from the 
same pod, and all planted together, and all kept in the same 
conditions, will germinate, some in a day, some at the end ol 
a year, and some at various intermediate times. To these in- 
dications of self-dependent time-rates in the lower organisms. 
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might be added all the facts of another class, which show 
puQctnality in the adjustment of several distinct processes. 
Scarcely an event of life could be watched which would not 
show it. [The instance by which it was illustrated was that of 
a Saxifraga, whose stamens^ like those of Parnassia, arrive at 
their very maturity, not all together, but in pau*s, and in paira 
bend upon the pistil, each pair rising again before another pair 
bends down.] And, lastly, the influence of temperature on the 
rate of the formative processes in the lower organisms is 
scarcely, or not always, greater than that of nutriment and 
other external conditions is on their quantity. The occurrence 
of "good" and "bad" seasons indicates the latter influence, 
as that of " early" and " late " seasons does the former. Plants 
of the same species growing, some in an arid, others in a rich 
soil, differ exceedingly in size ; the one are stunted, the others 
exuberant ; here nutriment modifies the quantity of formation, 
as, in other instances, varieties of heat will modify its rate. 
But this being so, it may be held that as a certain average size 
or quantity of growth is a characteristic of each species, and 
an issue of its very nature, so is a certain average time or rate 
of growth. Quantity and rate may alike be varied by external 
circumstances, but the standard or medium of both, as well as 
the limits of variation compatible with life, are determined by 
the natural and inherent properties of the species. Whatever 
evidence these and the like facts might supply, that, in connec- 
tion with the seasons, the time-rates of the organic processes 
in the lower organisms are essentially dependent on the inher- 
ent properties of each organism, similar evidence might be 
adduced for the case of the higher, and especially the warm- 
blooded animals. In these the varieties of seasons have less 
influence in modifying the rate, as well as all the other mea- 
sures, of life ; and the less influence, the higher the species, or 
the degree of development of the individual. Moreover, there 
are in the birds some instances in which organic processes have 
a tendency to observe certain times of the year even when the 
seasons are changed. Thus, among those brought from Aus- 
tralia to this country, some of the parakeets breed here in De- 
cember; the black swan sometimes breeds in November as 
well as in May ; the New Holland Cereopsis-goose has bred at 
the Zoological Gardens every February for five or six years. 
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Among migratory birds, also, it has been observed that when 
they are kept in confinement, and removed from all the cir- 
cumstances that might be supposed to induce or necessitate 
their journeys, they yet become restless at the return of the 
season for their migration. In tliese and the like facts there 
appear indications of a chronometry in the organic processes 
of warm-blooded animals, which corresponds with that of the 
seasons, but is essentially independent. And, if it be so, these 
might form a group of facts, in addition to those of the diurnal 
variations of the organic processes, in which vital changes are 
set to the same rules of time as changes of the surface of the 
earth, yet have their own proper laws ; and concerning which 
it might be said, that the cycles of life, and of the earth, do 
indeed correspond, but only as concentric circles do, which are 
drawn round one center, but are not connected, except in design 
and mutual fitness. But, however this might be, all the in- 
stances of time-regulation cited in the discourse (all being ex- 
amples of large groups of facts), would seem sufficient to prove 
that the observance of time in organic processes is as exact 
and as universal as that of any other measure ; that each spe- 
cies has a certain time-rate for the processes of its life, varia- 
ble, but not determined by external conditions ; and that the 
several phenomena commonly studied as the periodicities of 
organic life, are only prominent instances of the law which it 
was the object of the discourse to illustrate. 

Med. Times and Gazette. 
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The two communications of Dr. Braxton Hicks, published in 
a former number of the Lancet, descriptive and illustrative of 
''a new method of version in abnormal labor," induce me to 
send you the details of the following case : — 

On the 28th of January, I was summoned to attend Mrs. , 

a farmer's wife, in her third confinement. On my arrival, I 
ascertained she had been in labor for several hours. The pains 
were strong, and occurring at reguhir intervals ; the os I found 
dilated sufficiently to admit the forefinger ; the membranes 
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were entire. The presenting part I had little difficulty in mak« 
ing out to be the left shoulder, in what 1 considered the first 
position. The slightest pressure on it with the finger caused 
the child to recede considerably, showing the liquor amnii to 
be abundant. Having now determined that the case could not 
with safety be left to Nature, I resolved upon having recourse 
to the operation of turning ; but as the time for its perform- 
ance had not yet arrived, I was content to remain some time 
longer passive, at the same time avoiding giving a direct an- 
swer to my patient's earnest inquiry if all were right, for I 
knew I should encounter many difficulties were she apprised of 
the abnormal position of the child. On again making an exami- 
nation, I found matters as I had previously left them, with the 
exception of the os, which had expanded to the size of a half- 
crown piece, and would, if required, admit with little difficulty 
the whole hand. 

From the very great facility with which the foetus could be 
raised and moved about, it occurred to mo that its position 
might be improved without either introducing the whole hand 
or rupturing the membranes — in short, that it might be possi- 
ble, without having recourse to either expedient, to bring down 
the head into the brim of the pelvis, so as to convert the 
case into a natural presentation. With this object in view, 
I endeavored to raise up the presenting part with two of the 
fingers of the left hand, while with the right I made steady 
pressure upon the head in the direction of from left to right. 
In a very short time the shoulder began to recede, but only to 
be replaced by another part of the child. The head could now 
be felt approaching slowly the mesial line. The external pres- 
sure was continued, while the fingers of the left hand were em- 
ployed in guiding the head toward the pelvic brim, into which, 
before I had withdrawn the hand, it had entered. The case, 
being now converted into a natural presentation, was left to 
Nature. In course of time a fully developed and healthy 
male child was born. The whole operation was completed in 
less than five minutes, and without the knowledge of the 
mother — a matter of no small moment in the present instance. 
No doubt this mode of version was greatly favored by the 
peculiar circumstances of the case ; and, although it may be 
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applicable in only a very few, it seems to me by far the safest, 
both to mother and child. 

I send you the above observations, which show, as I think, 
that some cases of malposition of the head may be remedied 
according to the *' new method," without causing the child to 
pei-form a complete evolution, in the hope that others may be 
induced to record their experience on the subject, so that a 
proper conclusion may be arrived at regarding the merits or 
demerits of the "new method of version." 

London Lancet. 

I think the following case so fully confirms the value of the 
method of turning described by Dr. B. Hicks, that I beg its 
insertion in your jouiiial : — 

Early on the morning of July 24th, I was summoned by a 
midwife in this neighborhood to go over to Woking to see a 
3^oung woman under her care^ and who was in a dangerous 
state of flooding. I found the patient, a delicate person, aged 
twenty-eight, in labor with her fourth child, in a most critical 
condition ; face and lips pallid ; extremities cold ; pulse, 140, 
small ^nd tremulous. She had only three slight pains, but had 
lost a large quantity of blood. I found the vagina filled with 
coagula ; the os uteri dilated to the size of a crown-piece, and 
entirely blocked up by the placenta. On passing two fingers 
between the wall of the uterus and the placenta, I felt a cephalic 
presentation, the membranes being unruptured. Knowing that 
no time must be lost, I determined on trying the plan of ver- 
sion suggested by Dr. B. Hicks. With my two fingers I made 
steady pressure on the head, while, with my left hand placed 
on the fundus uteri, I bore down the nates by gentle impulsive 
pressure. The head at once receded, and in two or three min- 
utes I felt a foot presenting. Kupturing the membranes, I 
seized it, and directly afterward the other ; and, with a little 
firm traction, brought the breech down into the cervix. I now 
waited, and gave brandy and gruel. My patient said she had 
scarcely felt what I had done to her, and appeared more com- 
fortable. In ten minutes there was a slight pain, when I de- 
livered her of the child (still-born); the uterus contracted 
freely, and in five minutes I removed the placenta, nx) hemor- 
rhage following* The patient remained in a rather alarming 
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condition for some honre, bnt, by the use of stimnlantB, etc., 
rallied, and has since entirely recovered. 

I belieye that the patient was sayed much distress and pain, 
and that the shock to the system was greatly diminished, by 
my not being obliged to pass my hand entirely into the utems ; 
and Airther, had I done so, I must ha^e separated a larger por- 
tion of the attached placenta, whereby there would have been 
more hemorrhage, which she could not have borne. To me it 
hps been a most satisfactory case, and I think it bears strong 
testimony to the value of the method. — Ibid. 



On the Therapeutical Use of the Oxalate of Cerium. By 
Chables Lee, M. D., House Physician to Blockley Hospital. 

About a year since. Prof. Simpson, of Edinburgh, first called 
attention to the medical use of this preparation, heretofore 
rarely known, even in the chemist's laboratory. Presented 
under such high authority, it is not surprising that in a few 
months there should be made, both in Europe and America, 
numerous trials of its efficacy in different gastric affections. It 
was used by Prof. Simpson, so far as I can learn, only in the 
vomiting of pregnancy. {Medical Times and Gazette^ Sept., 
1859.) But more recently it has proved useful in so much wide' 
a field, that it promises to assume a permanent place among the 
mineral tonics, and, as such, some account of its therapeutic 
application may not prove uninteresting. 

As regards the preparation itself, but few words are neces- 
sary. Its base, Cerium^ was first isolated by Berzelius and 
Hisinger, in 1809 ; together with lanthanium and didymium, 
it is obtained in considerable amount, as the mineral Cerite^ from 
the mines of Sweden ; and in this country it has been found, in 
the mineral allanite, in the interior of New York, and near 
B6thlehem,,Pa. 

From either of these aonrces, it may be obtained by means 
of the mineral adds and sulphuretted hydrogen sii a high tem- 
perature, and finally precipitated hj a aplution of oxalic acid, 
as described in an interesting paper by Mr. Mayer, of New 
York. {Am. Jour, qf jPtarm.^ January, 1860.) 
8 
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As thus obtained, the preparation is a white granular pow- 
der, an oxalate of the protoxide of cerium, inodorous and taste- 
less, insoluble in water, alcohol, and ether, but freely soluble in 
sulphuric acid, by which, as Mr. Mayer remarks, it may be dis- 
tinguished from the other salts of the earths. 

When I first began to use the cerium, I limited it to cases of 
advanced pregnancy, which had resisted all the ordinary reme- 
dies, such as creosote, hydrocyanic acid, ice, bismuth, etc. I 
specify advanced pregnancy, for in no case have I seen this 
troublesome symptom appear before the fourth month, without 
yielding to creosote, or prussic acid, or, better still, minute 
doses of dilute sulphuric acid and brandy. The following 
cases will illustrate these remarks : — 

Case 1. — Louisa M., set. 32, was admitted to the obstetrical 
ward, 16th March, 1860, in the eighth month of her second 
pregnancy. For three months past, she has had at least two 
or three spells of vomiting every day, with utter distaste for 
food, and for some time has been under treatment in the city, 
without relief. When I first saw her, on April 3d, she was 
ordered to remain in bed, and to take one drop of creosote 
in emulsion every three hours; no improvement following 
in the next two days, this was changed for hydrocyanic acid, 
and subsequently for a mixture of dilute sulphuric acid and 
curacoa. 

After a lapse of a week, her condition was unchanged, with 
the exception of increased debility. All previous treatment was 
stopped, and a pill of two grains of oxalate of cerium was given 
every third hour. On that day she vomited once, two hours 
after taking the first pill ; the following day she took the same 
amount before each meal, with no return of the vomiting. The 
cerium was continued one day more, and from this time until 
her confinement, April 22d, she enjoyed excellent health in 
every respect. 

Oass 2. — ^Hannah S., set. 21, primipara, was admitted to the 
same ward, April 6th, apparently in good health. But in the 
course of a week, perhaps firom restriction to the plain house 
diet, she was seized, on rifing from bed, with severe vomiting, 
amounting, in a few days, to violent retching, and returning at 
frequent intervals, on her making the slightest exertion. For 
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three days she was treated with opium, creosote, and subnitrate 
of bismuth, and kept perfectly at rest ; but as no change was 
perceptible by the 19th, I resorted to the oxalate of cerium, 
giving every second hour a powder containing one grain of the 
cerium with a few grains of sugar. After the third dose, her 
vomiting ceased entirely ; but fearing a relapse, a similar pow- 
der was given before each meal for two days longer, with as 
complete success as in the former case. 

Casb 3. — Charlotte L., set. 28, was admitted May 16th, in a 
state of extreme nervous prostration. She expected to be con- 
fined in six weeks, but during the last four months she had 
suffered from such incessant vomiting, as to keep her in daily 
dread of an abortion. In her former pregnancies, the same 
thing fiad occurred, once to such an extent as to induce labor 
at the seventh month ; and then, as now, the vomiting would 
begin without any assignable cause, both during the day and 
night. For many weeks, she had eaten only one meal a day, 
and was disgusted by the very sight of food, which was sure 
to bring on her vomiting. Her great nervous debility, and the 
apparently uncontrollable character of the emesis, induced me 
to prescribe the oxalate of cerium at once. She took at first 
two grains, and afterward one grain every two hours during 
the day ; but the first dose alone seemed necessary, for from 
that moment the vomiting never returned. The patient said it 
acted ^^ like a charm," and until her child was bom (at full 
term), her appetite remained excellent, and she felt quite as 
well as before her pregnancy. 

Oasb 4. — ^In this case, though similar to the foregoing, the 
cerium was less happy in producing a permanent effect. When 
administered, it readily arrested the vomiting for a few hours, 
or during the day ; and, by keeping the patient under its influ- 
ence to a slight extent, the emesis was held in check, until it 
^adually passed off entirely. 

But, as I have remarked, the efficacy of oxalate of cerium 
appears by no means confined to the relief of vomiting in preg- 
nant women. In the vomiting that often accompanies phthisis^ 
io pyrosis, hysterical emesis, and the various dyspeptio condi- 
tions of the stomach, especially in atonic dyspepsia, I have 
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fonnd the effects of this remedy no lees enoonragiBg. In ^b» 
following cases it was giyen to check the vomiting of phthisis* 

Oasb 6* — 0. F., set. 68, was admitted to the phthisis ward 
about the end of March, 1880. He gained slowly in strength 
up to the middle of June, when he lost his appetite, and suf- 
fered from constant nansea and vomiting. This was always 
bronght on by a severe spell of coughing, or by eating a single 
cracker, and the nansea remained even when the stomach was 
empty. Yarions remedies had been tried without relief, and 
on July 10th, he took, for the first time, one grain of cerium 
before each meal ; he vomited once that evening, aad once the 
following day, but thenceforward improved rapidly, in great 
measure regidning his appetite ; and although the vomiting 
sometimes returned when the cerium was stopped, a fe^ grains 
of the medicine always promptly arrested it. 

Oasb 6. — James S., set. 31, far advanced in phthisis, with 
slight valvular disease, had the vomiting well marked when 
admitted, July 16th. He was extremely feeble, and could eat 
nothing ; ordered Huxham's tincture and cod4iver oil, which 
only sickened him more. He was treated then with cerium, in 
doses of one grain every two hours ; his vomiting ceased after 
the third dose, and during die ensuing four days that he was 
undcsr treatment, his appetite was nearly restored ; but no final 
report could be made of this case, as the patient was soon 
removed from the hospital by his family. 

Oasb 7. — ^Oonrad O., set. 20, entered the medical ward, with 
inherent phthisis, enfed>led with night sweats, loss of appetite, 
and occasional vomiting, greatly increaseld by violent cough- 
ing. On July 18th, I <»dered him a grain of oxalate <^ cerium 
an hour before each meal ; in two days be said he felt better 
tiian for many weeks i his f^ppetite had returned, and, with his 
increasing strength, the night sweats ra^adly diminished in 
severity, and ooourred only at long intrarvak. 

Oasb 8, was <me of hysterical ameoesriieBa, GbaractoriBed by 
violent convulsions, succeeded by gnawing pains in tibe stomach. 
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with severe naiiBea and vomiting. I tried in vain to arrest this, 
and restore the patient's appetite by gastric sedatives, tonics, 
and nerve stimulants, but with no effect. The cerium was then 
prescribed in one-grain doses, with whidi — suspecting worms 
in the alimentary canal-^I combined four grains of santooine ; 
this was given every third hour, and by evening the vomiting 
and gnawing sensations in the stomach ceased, and, though 
they returned once or twice after subsequent convulsions, a few 
doses of the cerium invariably put a stop to the symptoms, as 
long as the case remained under my charge. 

Finding the cerium so excellent in repressing vomiting, I 
tried its effect in fourteen cases of atonic dyspepsia, and uni- 
Ibrmly with the same gratifying results. These cases were 
earefoUy selected, and only after an exact diagnosis, was the 
cerium treatment adopted, for benefit could not reasonably be 
expected, where the dyspepsia was dependent on malignant, or 
other organic lesions. And here it is worthy of remark that, 
whether in relieving the nausea, or simply restoring the appe- 
tite, the effect of the medicine was perceptible almost as 
quickly as in the cases first quoted. The same point is em- 
phasized in the paper of Prof. Simpson, already referred to, 
and it was indeed this fact — ^the rapidity of its therapeutic ac* 
tion — that especially engaged my attention, and after repeated 
experiments with this view, I was inclined to regard it as pecu- 
liarly characteristic of the cerium. 

In reference to the view of its therapeutic nature expressed 
by Prof. Simpson, who considers it a sedative toniCy I think it 
just to state tiiat I endeavored to test its validity in several 
cases of acute and subacute gastritis, both idiopathic and super- 
vening on debauch, or delirium tremens, but in none could I 
detect any ameliOTation of the symptoms. I make this remark 
with no disposition to impugn the opinion quoted, and only to 
record my experience so far as it extends ; for, I have neither 
the inclination nor the data suflScient to build a theory upon 
the therapeutics of an agent as yet so little known as the 
oxalate of cerium. — American Joumai, 
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On the Diathetic Diseases qf Childhood, By William Jbn- 
msB, M. D. 

[The great diathetic diseaees of childhood are four, viz., 
rickets, tuberculosis, scrofiila, and syphilis. All are liable 
to produce striking and peculiar deviations from the healthy 
stmcture of particular organs and tissues. The following is a 
l»*ief enumeration of the leading features of a typical case of 
each of these four conditions :] — 

Tuberculosis. — ^Nervous system highly developed ; mind and 
body active ; figure slim ; adipose tissue small in quantity ; or- 
ganization generally delicate ; skin thin ; complexion clear ; su- 
perficial veins distinct ; blush ready ; eyes bright, pupils large, 
eyelashes long ; hair silken ; face oval, good-looking ; ends of 
long bones small, shafts thin and rigid ; limbs straight. Chil- 
dren the subjects of tuberculosis usually cut their teeth, run 
alone, and talk early. 

Leading Pathological Tendencies. — Fatty degeneration of 
Uver and kidneys ; deposits of foi^mation of tubercle, and their 
consequences ; inflammation of the serous membranes. 

Scrqfulosis. — Temperament phlegmatic; mind and body 
lethargic ; figure heavy ; skin thick and opaque ; complexion 
dull, pasty-looking ; upper-lip and alse of nose thick ; nostrils 
expanded ; face plain ; lymphatic glands perceptible to touch ; 
abdomen full; ends of the long bones rather large; shafts 
thick. 

Leading Pathological Tendencies. — Inflammation of the 
mucous membranes of a peculiar kind ; so-called strumous 
ophthalmia ; inflammation of the tarsi ; catarrhal inflammation 
of the mucous membrane of the nose, pharynx, bronchi, stomach 
and intestines ; inflampiation and suppuration of the lymphatic 
glands on trifling irritation ; obstinate diseases of the skin ; 
caries of bone. 

Rickets. — ^Mental capacity and powers small ; muscular force 
deficient ; mind and body inactive ; figure short ; closure of the 
fontanelles retarded ; face small, but broad ; skin opaque ; often 
set with downy hairs. Children the subjects of rickets are late 
in cutting their teeth, in running alone, and in talking, and 
their teeth drop early from their sockets. 

Leading Pathological Tendencies. — Softening of the bones ; 
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enlargement of the ends of the long bones ; thickening of the 
flat bones, and deformities consequent on these conditions of the 
bones ; so-called hypertrophy of the white matter of the brain ; 
chronic hydrocephalus ; pulmonary collapse ; laryngismus strid- 
ulus ; convulsions ; albuminoid infiltration of the liver, spleen, 
lymphatic glands, etc. 

Syphilis, — ^Adipose tissue small in, quantity; muscles flabby; 
cutis rough — deficient in contractility ; complexion muddy. 

Leading Pathological Tendencies. — Suppurative inflamma- 
tion of the mucous membrane of the nose ; ulceration of the 
mucous membrane of the nose and of the lips, mouth, throat 
and anus ; falling of the hair ; eruptions on the skin of a pecu- 
liar character ; induration of the liver ; suppuration of the 
thymus, lungs, etc. 

There are pathologists of high repute who regard rickets, 
scrofulosis and tuberculosis to be mere modifications of the same 
disease^ I and others hold them to be distinct aflTections. The 
whole diflSculty of the question lies in the difficulty of deter- 
mining what is necessary to constitute identical diseases. With 
reference to some diseases the grounds of separation are broad 
and unequivocal. Scarlet fever and measles are distinct diseases 
because their specific cause is difierent. Syphilis and tubercu- 
losis are undoubtedly not identical, because syphilis owes its 
origin to a specific cause, and tuberculosis does not. Kickets, 
toberculosis and scrofulosis are due, it is said, to mal-nutrition, 
and therefore it is urged they are essentially identical ; but it 
is manifest that the term mal-nutrition is at once very vague and 
very comprehensive. All diseased action by which unhealthy 
structure is formed in the place of healthy, may be called mal- 
nutrition. Pus is the result of mal-nutrition, cancer is the re- 
sult of mal-nutrition, tubercle is the result of mal-nutrition,' — 
and yet the purulent, cancerous, and tuberculous diathesis can 
not be held to be identical. 

I hold rickets, tuberculosis and scrofulosis to be distinct dis- 
eases in the sense in which tuberculosis and cancer are distinct 
diseases, and for the following reasons : — 

1. Because the general condition in each is perfectly difierent 
from that in the other. 

2. Because the pathological tendencies of those who manifest 
these different general conditions are different. 
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8. Because we rarefy see the pathological tendencies of the 
one manifested by those, the subject of the others, e. g,^ rickets 
is absolutely unfarorable to tuberculization — tubercuUzatioii to 
strumous ophthalmia. 

4. Because, tuberculosis being unquestionably hereditary, we 
do not find the children of phthisical parents especially prone 
to rickets or to scroftilosis. 

5. Because, although we often find several members of the 
same family the subjects of rickets, of tuberculosis, or of scrofa- 
losis, it is comparatively rare for members of the same family 
to be the subjects of more than one of these ditatheses. 

6. Because rickets are not hereditary in the sense in which 
tuberculosis is hereditary. 

7. Because the course, prognosis and treatment of each of 
these diatheses are different. 

Med. Times and Gazette. 
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THE NEW YEAR 

With this number, our Journal commences its twentietii 
volume. In its infancy and boyhood it had many trials to 
contend with, and many obstacles to overcome. It has lived 
through and surmounted them ; it still lives, and we trust its 
existence will continue many years to come. It was established 
to accomplish a mighty work ; it has achieved that result, but 
its labor is not yet done. 

Impersonate '' Old Physic" as it was twenty years ago, and 
there stands before you a venerable, hoary-headed " old fogy," 
with his hands full of lancets and breeches' pockets full of calo- 
mel, promulgating his opinions with dogmatic arrogance, and 
teaching his disciples that venesection and salivation are the 
only sure processes by which disease can be eradicated from 
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the human Bystem. The whole professioQ had mjBterioasly got* 
ten BO completely under the control of this tyrannical old medi- 
cal dictator, that none dared to atep beyond the platform of prin- 
ciples which he had laid down. Let one venture to contradict 
established opinions, and his anathemas and excommunications 
were hurled upon the heretic's head with the diabolical vin- 
dictiveness of a pontiff's bull. Presuming upon the immunity 
which age affords, hel^nforced his rotten dogmas without op- 
position, and commanded the blind obedience of the vassal of 
a feudal lord. The whole " saw-bone" crowd crouched before 
him, phlebotomizing and mercurializing by the scratches of his 
square and compass. They bled, and purged, and salivated, 
and killed, by scientific rule as old as Hippocrates ; and that 
made murder right. 

But, fortunately, not many years ago, a few minds bolder 
than the rest, dared claim the right of thinking for themselves, 
and revolted against the tyrannical rule of " Old Physic." 
This Journal was established to fight against the commontfoe 
of diseased humanity. Since then it has battled faithfully and 
manfully against him ; it has snatched the lancet from his 
grasp, has rifled his pockets of a large portion of his grand 
^^ panacea," and substituted other remedies for them, and has 
demonstrated by argument and experiment that his theories 
were unsound and remedies unsafe. ^^ Old Physic " exerted 
himself to the utmost to crush the rebellion in its infkncy. He 
stormed and swore, and emptied his vials of wrath and con- 
tempt upon the heads of the seceders; he ostracized and 
anathematized, but all to no purpose. Young Physic grows, 
and enlarges, and this Jotirnal is the exponent of its doctrines, 
is firmly established, and will live to see the views which it 
advocates universally entertained. 

With the opening of a new year, we intend to increase our 
exertions and labor unremittingly for the advancement of the 
cause to which we are attached. We are cheered by the en* 
couragement we are receiving from our patrons, and from the 
fact — which is daily growing more palpable — ^tbut the people 
are becoming decidedly Eclectic. The doctrine suits them, and 
they embrace it with ardor. They have only to know what it 
is, to become its, firm supporters. Our practitioners should 
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bear this in mind, and let the Journal be eztensiyely read by 
the masses. 

To our Mends, we extend our greetings, and a happy new 
year. We thank them for their past favors, and hope they will 
continue their support by manifesting unceasing zeal in the 
cause, by contributions, and by spreading a knowledge of the 
system as widely as podsible. 



PROLEGOMENA. 

Having been invited to assist in editing the Journal for the 
coming year, I make my best bow to its readers, wishing them 
a happy New Year. What I shall write for these pages will 
foe %ny honest convictions ; and if I should chance to tread on 
anybody's corns, I beg their pardon beforehand, with the ad- 
vice that they speedily consult their chiropodist as to the ad- 
vantage resulting from extraction versus compression. As we 
enter upon the new year, it becomes us to look back at the 
past, and see what progress we, as Eclectics, have made in im- 
proving the art of healing. For my part, the retrospect is 
not very flattering, I see, in years gone by, a class of earnest 
seekers after truth ; men of strong wills, keen discrimination, 
and unwavering perseverance, who were attracted to Eclectic- 
ism by their love for truth — ^who pursued the study of medi- 
cine continuously, devotedly, oftentimes under the most dis- 
couraging circumstances ; but who attained results of the most 
flattering chafacter. They were the men who proved to the 
people the great advantages of this reform in medicine, and 
who fixed it on a firm foundation. They were, doubtless, not 
as well polished as our physicians now ; but they were better 
diagnosticians and therapeutists. We want more energy, 
greater diligence, and less disposition to settle back upon the rep- 
utation Eclecticism has already obtained with the people. Couple 
this with our increase of physiological and pathological know- 
ledge, and the really good remedies lately introduced, and 
we will be able to chronicle progress in years to come. We 
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¥dll have to make progress, for old-school medicine, which was 
left so far behind, is following ns with giant strides, appropri- 
ating onr therapeutic resources, and wielding them with such 
skill, as to take away, in some sections, the prestige which 
appears to be, to some extent, the modem eclectic's capital. 
We must go ahead, or be run over. If our practitioners will 
put their shoulders to the wheel — go at it in earnest, and report 
through the Journal^ or otherwise, 1861 will be a year that 
can be marked with a white stone. 

SOUDDEB. 



A GOOD PREPAKATION. 

R. — Asclepias Tuberosa, Trillium J Pendulum, aa, Ibj. Put 
in a vessel and cover with boiling water ; digest for twelve 
hours, keeping it hot ; express, adding water until two quarts 
of liquid are obtained. Then add Acetous Tincture Lobelia, 
j.; Acetous Tincture Sanguinaria, O ss.; Tinct. Veratrum 
Virid., 38S.; Molasses, O ij. Flavor with Oil of Lavender. 

It will be seen by noticing the character of the agents used, 
that it will fulfill several desirable indications in the treatment 
of acute diseases of the respiratory apparatus. If there is 
want of secretion, administered in nauseating doses, it will re- 
produce the secretion, modify febrile reaction, and stimulate 
the excretory organs. If there is increased secretion with dif- 
ficult evacuation, given in smaller doses it will give the neces- 
sary stimulation, and favor expectoration. In croup, it proves 
a very good combination, as any one can see by looking at its 
components. In all cases, it tends to modify irritation, and 
thus mitigates or arrests cough. 

I am not a believer in recipe practice, and only offer this as 
a very convenient mode of administering certain well known 
agents. I may add, that T. 0, Thorp proposes to prepare the 
compound so as to bring the virtues of the different articles 
into a smaller compass. Souddes. 
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DIPHTHERIA— ITS TREATMENT, 

Mnch, of late, has been written about this, the prevailing epi- 
demic of our country ; and we find quite a variety of opinions 
in regard to its treatment. Having had quite an extensive ex- 
perience in its treatment, I have heen* requested by members 
of the class and others, to put my views of it in black and 
white for their benefit. 

Diphtheria, I hold to be a general as well as a local disease, 
as is proven by the languor^ lutle^ness^ torpor of the nervous 
system^ and derangement of the excretory organs, which, as a 
general rule, precede the local disease ; all being symptoms of 
perversion of the blood, and almost invariably indicating the 
establishment of febrile reaction. We also find the evidence 
oi perversion c^ the hlood^ in the heavily-coated tongue, which 
is more or less discolored at the commencement of the disease, 
and always, in severe cases, exhibiting the brownish tinge, with 
more or less sordes upon the teeth as the disease progresses ; 
in the diphtheritic deposit, which is markedly difierent from the 
exudations from highly vitalized blood ; in the secretions, the 
urine, in severe cases, being abundant, in aU cases discolored, 
fi*othy, more or less clouded, with a peculiar, somewhat cadav- 
erous, odor — what the ancients would have termed illy con- 
cocted ; in the evacutions fi^om the bowels obtained by cathar- 
tics, which are frequently large, dark, and almost invariably 
fetid ; and especially in the condition of the blood itself when 
the disease has attained its maximum, which is dark, 
is not changed by exposure to air, forms a loose, easily 
broken-down coagulum, or does not coagulate at all. Post- 
mortem examination, in those cases that have run a regular 
course, ^. ^., that have not been terminated by an extension of 
the disease to the respiratory apparatus, shows us the blood 
broken down to considerable^ extent, more or less discoloration 
of tissues from extravasation of the coloring matter, and soft- 
ening of the tissues. These facts, it appears to me, prove con- 
clusively the opinion given above. 

There are cases in which the disease is entirely local, at 
least there is no febrile reaction ; but such cases are mild. In 
all severe eases there is fever, which sooner or later assumes a 
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typhoid type. In order to get a fair understanding of the case 
then, let us divide the disease into, first, a feyer of an adyna- 
mic character ; second, a local inflammation of the mucous mem- 
brane of the throat. 

What are* the indications of treatment in such a fever t 
Plainly they are : first, to reduce the rapidity of the circula- 
tion, because we well know that this change in the blood, spo- 
ken of above, progresses much slower when the irequency of 
the pulse is reduced ; innervation is improved, and the system 
placed in such condition that we can get an action from the ex- 
cretory organs ; second, to get secretion from the skin, kidneys, 
and bowels, as it is through these organs that the morbid ma- 
terial circulating in the blood must be eliminated ; third, to 
increase innervation, for reasons that must be obvious to the 
reader ; fourth, to employ such antiseptic agents, as .will coun- 
teract the septic tendency of the blood ; and fiflh, to sustain the 
strength of the patient. 

To fulfill the first indication, we may employ either the di" 
red or indirect sedatives, I prefer the first, and select Tinct. 
Veratrum and Aconite as the agents. They must be properly 
administered, however, as they are agents that can not be given 
at random without danger. To water 3 vj. add Tinct. Yera* 
trum Yir. B ij*? Tinct. Aconiti, Bad. gtt. xxx. Concentrated 
Tinct. Asclepias, 3 ij. ; to achild five or six years old, give a tea- 
spoonful every hour, until the pulse is reduced to about ninety 
beats per minute, continuing the remedy in such doses as will 
just retain it at that point. Usually, firom six to ten hours will 
elapse before you have produced the necessary sedation ; in the 
meantime the alkaline bath may be used, or, if there is deficient 
circulation to the skin, add stimulants ; the extremities must be 
kept warm. It has been objected to the use of sedatives, in this 
disease, that they produce prostration ; and so they will, if given 
in large doses undiluted, but, in the way I recommend, I guar- 
antee that the pulse becomes stronger, with better circulation ia 
the extremities, and better innervation as sedation is produced* 

One thing at a time is the golden rule, in medicine ; we ful- 
fill the first indication, before trying to fulfill the second, for 
the very good reason, that until we have reduced the rapidity 
oi the circulation, it is impossible to get secretion. But did i 
ever occur to you, Doctor, that the above rule is physiologically 
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correct, and should be always observed, in the administration 
of medicine? Just reflect on it — ^let your mind run back over 
your practice, and see if you can not recollect many untoward 
results, from giving medicine hit or miss. Almost any warm 
diaphoretic infusion will now cause secretion from the skin : 
to the diaphoretic add acetate of potassa, so that the patient 
will take about 3 j. in twenty-four hours, or, if the disease has 
progressed until antiseptics are needed, Chlorate of Potassa 
should be substituted for it, addiog an equal quantity of Muriate 
of Ammonia. If symptoms exist indicating the necessity of 
evacuating the bowels, accomplish it with mild vegetable 
cathartics ; if not, let the bowels alone. 

As soon as secretion from the skin and kidneys is establish, 
ed, we commence the administration of Quinine, with some 
suitable bitter tonic, say Hydrastine. The principal object in 
giving Quinine is to obtain better innervation ; which is the in. 
variable result, when the system is properly prepared for its 
administration, and it is rightly given. We would combine 
the agents named, in equal parts, giving from 1 to 2 grains 
every three or four hours. If the remedy cause excitation of the 
brain, with increased frequency of the pulse, stop it until 
these symptoms pass off, then recommence with smaller doses; 
if it fails to accomplish the end desired, increase the doses, re- 
collecting that we continue the three different classes of reme- 
dies together, for the purpose of continuing the influence of each. 

The fourth indication, it will be seen, is being fulfilled by the 
agents named above ; but, if our patient desires acid drinks du- 
ring any period of the disease, they should be given. The fifth 
indication is also being fulfilled ; but as soon as the fever is re- 
duced, and secretion established, nutritious food should be given 
in such quantities as eon he digested hy the patient. If at 
any period of the disease prostration becomes such that they 
are demanded, we use stimulants — as we would in the latter 
stages of typhoid fever. There is one thing yet to be men- 
tioned : 

Our patient must have sleep ; it will not answer to give nar- 
cotics, while there is febrile reaction and want of secretion ; 
but as soon as the two first indications are Mfilled, we can use 
oipium for the induction of the necessary rest, with the greatest 
advantage. 
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I have been thus explicit, in the direction of the general 
treatment, because it is of major importance ; the constitution- 
al, or general disease, must be arrested if we wish to contend 
successfully with the local affection. Please observe that I 
give medicine by rule^ and try to accomplish one thing at a 
time. 

Upon examination of the throat, in the early stage of the 
disease, we find two distinct conditions ; in the one case the 
mucous membrane is bright red ; in the other, of a dark pur- 
plish color, or somewhat blanched, with bluish discoloration. 
In the first instance, I apply withprobang, Tinct. Veratrum, just 
sufficient to wet the surface ; which exerts a marked influence 
in arresting inflammation. In both cases I direct, as a gargle. 
Chlorate of Potassa, jss.. Water, 3iij., to be used every one, 
two, or three hours. Where there is dark discoloration, I add 
3j vel, ij. of Tinct. Myrrh. The external application, invaria- 
bly, is a flannel cloth, folded three or four thicknesses wrung 
out of cold vinegar, to be changed every two or three hours, 
and constantly kept covered by a dry flannel. If there is much 
tumefaction of the mucous membrane, dry-cup the neck ; or, if 
nothing contraindicates, and the case demands it, cup and scar- 
ify. We wish to keep the throat as free from the exudation 
as possible, in order to prevent serious ulceration, which some- 
times assumes a phagedenic character; when, therefore, it 
becomes partially detached, remove it. 

If there is an extension of the disease to the larynx, manifested 
by stridulous respiration, croupy cough, altered, and at last, 
loss of voice, give an emetic of Acetous Tinct. of Lobelia and 
Sanguinaria, or, if there is greatly increased secretion, with 
difficult evacuation, so as to clog up the air passages, and 
produce symptoms of slow asphyxia, give the emetic ; or, if 
there is alarming prostration of strength at the commencement 
of the disease, give the emetic ; or, if the disease commences 
with nausea or vomiting, give the emetic. 

I may add, that the treatment above given has proved emi- 
nently successful in my hands. Souddbb. 
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SPRING SESSION. 
The announcement for the Spring Session may be found on 
third page of cover. 

MISCELLANY. 

In that very severe pain over the frontal sinuses and supra- 
orbital region, occurring with coryza, a local application of 
Tinct. Aconite, will give speedy relief. 

In former days, says Dr. W. Williams, medicine was little 
more than a matter of routine, and the examination of a pa- 
tient was summed up in feeling the pulse, looking at the 
tongue, and asking a few questions as to the feelings and func- 
tions ; and this was often done for the sake, more of form, than 
of information ; for ihe pills and draughts were much the same, 
in most cases. This was but little better than quackery, and 
required no great preparatory study. That it sometimes suc- 
ceeded, to win the favor of the public, is not surprising, seeing 
that quackery often had a similar, or greater success. Then 
the ignorant practitioner could disguise his emptiness by a 
doak of mystery and a solemnity of manner, and could com- 
mand confidence by dropping a hint about his experience, tact, 
and intuitive perception of disease. But ignorant as people 
still are, in medical matters, they are not so dull as to be de- 
ceived by these means. They have a smattering of physiology, 
Wnd the use of remedies, and they are become troublesomely 
inquisitive ; and if they are taken in, it is by the clever quack, 
who is ready with his theories and persuasive proportion of 
cures, and not by the unsatisfactory regular, who examines but 
little, and can not explain bis views or modes of practice. In 
short, the public look for what they have a right to expect, 
thoroughly educated practitioners, who prove their qualifica- 
tions by their careftil method of investigating disease — ^the 

clearness with which they give their opinions, and the general 
correctness of those opinions. 

Dr. Williams need not have headed his remarks with, ybr. 
merly, for if they were ever applicable, they are at the pre- 
sent, to eclectics as well as old school medicine. There is a 
mentable deficiency in the course of study in all medical col- 
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leges, and a constant graduation of men ntterlj unqualified to 
practice medicine. No wonder that it is the fashion to decry 
our profession — to call it a poor profession — a degraded pro- 
fession. Poor it is, and to some extent degraded, and so it 
will continue, until the civil power shall say, if you practice 
medicine, you must have the necessary qualifications, or until 
the people become so enlightened that they are able to deter- 
mine the qualifications of the men who propose to take charge 
of their health and lives. May that time soon come/ 



ERRATA. 

On page 698 of the December number, occurs an error which 
mars the sense of the passage. It should read as follows : — 
'^ To reach this, I applied a paste of the Chloride of Zinc, made 
as toUows : To finely pulverized Chloride of Zinc, add a few 
drops of Water and a little powdered Hydrastis." 

On page 743 of same, under head of Chloride of Zinc, etc., 
in the second line, for Chloride of Lime, read Chloride of Ziinc. 



BOOK AND JOURNAL NOTICES, 

A Practical Trbatisb on the JBtiologt, Pathology, and 
Tbbatmbnt of thb Congbnital Malformations of the 
Bbotum and Anus. By William Bodbnhambr, M. D. 
New York : S. S. cfe W. Wood. 1860. 

Heretofore, no systematic treatise on ^' Congenital Malfor- 
mations of the Bectam and Anns" has ever been offered to the 
profession. All the written information upon the subject was 
locked np in detached articles and reported cases, scattered 
here and there through various journals, and in foreign lan- 
guages. The author of the volume before us, garnering all 
that is valuable from these various sources, and combining such 
information with the results of his own experience and obser- 
vation, has presented a work of great practical utility^ and has 
4 
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tbns supplied an important desideratum in the system of sur- 
gical art. The different maltbrmations are abundantly illus- 
trated by lithographic plates of exquisite execution, and their 
treatment exemplified by nearly three hundred reported cases. 
The work is gotten up with great cai'e, and should be in every 
physician's library. 



EDITORIAL ABSTRACTS AND CLIPPINGS. 

GeUemin. — This preparation is the combined medicinal 
principles of the bark of the root of the Gelseminum Semper- 
virens, commonly called Yellow Jessamine. Its medicinal 
properties are nervine, febrifuge, anti-spasmodic, alterative, 
emmenagogue, and narcotic. At present we only wish to write 
a short article in relation to certain properties which have 
rendered it an invaluable remedy in our hands. We intro- 
duced the Gelsemin to the notice of the medical profession 
nearly eight years ago. We have used it in a great many 
forms of diseased action, and now relate our experience in a 
few of them. 

For controlling hemorrhage the Gelsemin is the most certain 
remedy with which we are acquainted. In excessive hemor- 
rhage from the lungs, administer from one half to one grain, 
and in a majority of cases the flow will soon stop. In cases of 
occasional hemorrhage, give from one eighth to one half grain, 
in combination with a tonic and alterative, at night ; repeat 
the dose for a few successive nights, or until the tendency is no 
longer observed. 

In uterine hemorrhage its action is very prompt. Admin- 
ister in doses of one tenth to one quai*ter of one grain. 

It will, in a few hours, arrest the bloody discharges of dys- 
entery. Give one eighth of a grain in combination with stimn- 
la^ts, tonic, astringents, or demulcents, after each action of 
the bowels. 

We believe it to be, in the treatment of sp^matorrhea, as 
Bear a specific as any medieine can be. Administe r the fol- 
lowing powder each night oo retiring :-^ 

ft.— Gelsemin, grs. ss. 

Lupulin, grs. iij. Mix. 
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Gradaally diminiBh the dose as the patient shows signs of 
improvement. We have cured sereral severe cases with from 
six to ten doses. 

We combine the Gelsemin with the other usual remedies in 
various nervous affections. 

Deafness and blindness, caused by partial paralysis of the 
nerves, are ultimately relieved, if not entirely cured, by the 
use of the Gelsemin. 

We often combine Gelsemin with Podophyllin, to qualify the 
harsh action of the latter. This combination will be found 
very serviceable in rheumatism. — Jovo". Indig. Mat, Med. 



Cylindrical Pencils of Tannin in Certain Affections of the 
Uterus. — This form of application, pointed out by Dr. Boc- 
querel, seems likely to be of service in the treatment of lesions 
afiecting the cavities of the neck and body of the uterus. In 
particular, in the fungous conditions of their mucous mem* 
branea, with consecutive hemorrhages, the tannin pencils 
might be advantageously substituted for the intra-uterine in- 
jections, which are not always tree irom danger. Dr. Boc- 
querel's formula is — 

R. — ^Tannin, 4 parts; gum tragacanth, 1 part; bread- 
crum, q. s. to give the proper consistence. 

These pencils are 6 millimetres in diameter, and 3 centi- 
metres long. To use them, the neck of the uterus is exposed 
by means of the speculum ; a pencil of tannin is introduced by 
means of the forceps into the os tincse, and is then pushed into 
the uterine cavity, and secured there by means of a plug of 
lint soaked with a concentrated solution of tannin. Once in 
position, the pencil softens and dissolves, and modifies the tis- 
sues with which it is in contact. At the end of twelve hours, 
the plug of lint is withdrawn by means of a thread attached 
to it. Every three or four days a new pencil is introduced in 
the same manner ; and after a month of this treatment, the 
ftmgous state of the mucous membrane progressively disap- 
pears, and the hemorrhages are arrested. — Edinh. Med, Jour, 
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Mistakes of Physicians. — Oliver W. Holmes (physician, 
philosopher and poet), in a lecture upon physicians, gives the 
following accounts of some mistakes which have been made in 
medicine : 

Sooner or later every body is tripped np in forming a diag- 
nosis. I saw Yelpeau tie one of the carotid arteries for a sup- 
posed aneurism, which was only a little harmless tumor, and 
kill his patient. Mr. Dease, of Dublin, was more fortunate in 
a case he boldly declared an abscess, while others thought 
it an aneurism. He thrust a lancet into it, and proved him- 
self in the right. Soon after he made a similar diagnosis. 
He thrust in a lancet as before, and out gushed his patient's 
blood and his life with it. The next morning Mr. Dease, was 
found dead, floating in his blood. He had divided the femo- 
ral artery. I have doomed people, and seen others doom them 
over and over again, on the strength of physical signs, and 
they have lived in the most contumacious and scientifically 
unjustifiable manner as long as they lived, and some are living 
still. I see two men in the street very often, who were both 
as good as dead in the opinion of all who saw them in their 
extremity. People will insist upon living sometimes, though 
manifestly moribund. 

In Dr. Elder's Life of Kane, you will find a story of this 
sort told by Dr. Kane himself. The captain of a ship was dy- 
ing of scurvy, but the crew mutinied, and he gave up dying 
ibr the present to take care of them. An old lady in this city 
near her end, got a little vexed in a proposed change of her 
will ; made up her mind not to die just then, ordered a coach ; 
was driven twenty miles to the house of a relative, and lived 
for four years longer. Cotton Mathers tells some good stories 
which he picked up in his experience, or out of his books, 
showing the unstable equilibrium of prognosis. Simon Stone 
was shot in nine places, and as he lay for dead, the Indiana 
made two hacks with a hatchet to cut his head off. He got 
well, however and was a lusty fellow in Cotton Mather's time. 
Jabez Musgrave was shot with a bullet that went in his ear 
and came out his eye on the other side. A couple of bullets 
went through his body also. Jabez got well, however, and 
lived many years. Per contra : Col. Bossiter, cracking a plum 
stone with his teeth, broke a tooth, and lost his life. We have 
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Been physicians dying like Spigelns, from a scratch ; and a man 
who had a crowbar shot through his head is alive and weU. 
These extreme cases are warnings. But yon can never be too 
eantions in your prognosis, in view of the great uncertainty of 
the course of any disease not long watched, and the many un- 
expected turns it may take. 



Small Poxandits Prevention — Interesting Experiments, — 
In Sweden, for twenty-eight years previous to the discovery of 
vaccination, says the London Times^ 2,050 out of each 1,000,- 
000 died annually of small-pox, while for forty years after the 
discovery the death-rate averaged only 15S. In Westphalia it 
came down, under similar circumstauces, from 2,643 to 114; 
in Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia, from 4,000 to 200. In Den- 
mark the iatality of the disease became but an eleventh of 
what it had been ; in Berlin and large parts of Austria, 120. 
Finally, from observations made for twenty-one years on 40,- 
000 persons in Bohemia, it appears that the risk of death to 
vaccinated persons, if they happen to contract the small-pox, 
is at the rate of five and a half to 100 patients ; but the risk of 
death to non-vaccinated persons when they contract the disease 
is at the rate of twenty-nine and four-fifths for every 100 patients. 
And the concurrent testimony of London, Vienna and Milan 
shows, in an experience of nearly 26,000 cases, that small-pox 
after vaccination, if it occurs, is but a fifth or sixth part as dan- 
gerous as the natural disease. And yet the small-pox is now 
increasing. The protecting influence of infantine vaccination 
has diminished (this is the important fact), and cases of small- 
pdx after that operation have become more numerous, not, 
indeed, because vaccination is a» delusion, but because the 
present process hardly amounts to vaccination. 

Four reasons are assigned for the recent increase in small- 
pox. First, bad vaccination in respect to the choice of matter 
employed, and an observance of the rules propounded by Jen- 
ner. Unqualified persons have been in the habit of operating 
with matter in an imperfect state, especially in England, and 
for many years past until ^^ there is reason to believe the per* 
feet vesicle is becoming the exceptional one, and not that which 



62 sDrrosiAL abstracts A2n> olifpings. [Jan., 

is most commonly seen and resorted to." Secondly, there is 
reason to believe that, apart from disturbing causes, the cow-pox 
matter itself tends to deterioate by descent. It has been ascer* 
tained that its vesicles are less prominent than formerly, that 
its symptoms are shorter in dm*ation, and that the older scars 
are much better marked than recent ones. In short, a series 
of observations has established, says Mr. Simon, that ^^ certain 
original properties of the vaccine contagion have very gen* 
erally declined after its long successive descent from the cow,'' 
and it is now questionable '^ whether an indefinite length of 
transmission of the vaocine contagion, without renewal from 
the cow, has not been of public detriment." Thirdly, apart 
from the fact of the renewal of lymph having been omitted by 
the National Vaccine Establishment since Jenner's time, there 
was some time since a demand upon its resources which it was 
unable to supply with lymph of the best existing quality ; and 
fourthly, there was no government requirement of vaccination 
till recently, and even yet this is imperfectly enforced. 



The Vaccination of Indians. — We learn from the National 
Intelligencer that one of the Senate's amendments to the Indian 
appropriation bill provides to a limited extent for the continu- 
tion of vaccination among the Indians, recently suspended in 
consequence of the appropriation having run out. This horri- 
ble disease has carried off thousands of the " red men of the 
forest." By reference to the reports of the office of Indian 
Affairs for the years 1847-8, we learn that the small pox swep* 
away whole tribes of these unfortunate people, and that of the 
Sioux Indians alone, 17,200 died of the disease. More recently, 
in the year 1853, nearly 12,000 of the confederated bands of 
Sioux and Omahas died with the same terrible disease. In 
1857, 400 of the Pawnees died from its effects. 



A Large Fortune to Establish a Botanical Museum. — Tha 
late Adam F. Weston, of Bombay, has left a bequest of over 
$700,000 to the town of North Allerton, in Yorkshire, Eng- 
land, of which he was a native. The whole sum to be devoted 
to the foundation of a Botanical Museum for the northern 
counties of England. 
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Podophyllin in Syphilis, — A correspondent writes that he 
has treated successtully one hundred and twenty cases of 
syphilitic aflTections with Podophyllin. 

He gave the medicine in doses of from one eighth to one 
fourth of a grain, three times per day. "We wei'e well aware 
that Podophyllin is a valuable remedy in syphilis, but we did 
not suppose that it would alone successfully combat the disease. 
We should be pleased to hear from all who have used the Po- 
dophyllin in such affections, — Jour. Indig. Mat. Med. 



Ceraaein in Fever and Ague, — Cerasein is the name given 
to the combined active principles of the bark of the Cerasus 
Virginiana, commonly called Choke Cherry. 

This article is unsurpassed in the treatment of Ague and 
Fever. Premise the use of the Cerasein with the following 
cathartic dose: — 

^. — Podophyllin, gr. j. 
Gelsemin, grs. ss. 
Asclepin, grs. ij. Mix. 

Give at night, on retiring, and follow in the morning, with 
six or eight grain doses of Cerasein every three or four hours. 

Do not administer the Cerasein during the paroxysm, but 
during the intermission. The Cerasein can be used success- 
ftilly where Quinine is inadmissible. — lb. 



Requisites for Making Good Butter. — ^What are the requi- 
sites for making, the best butter ? 

There are a few butter-makers who have established such a 
reputation for making the very finest article, that all they can 
spare for market is eagerly taken at several cents a pound above 
the market price. So far as we know, they all adopt the fol- 
lowing rules ; or if fhey do not, they practice them : — 

1. A perfectly clean cellar ; not only clean from all dirt, but 
from every bad odor — ^pure, sweet and fresh. 

2. Perfectly clean, well-aired vessels. Not an infinitessimal 
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apeck of any foreigD or sonr substaDce adheres to any of them. 

3. Churning before the cream becomes old« « 

4. Securing such a temperature that it will require about 
half an hour for churning ; if performed much sooner, a loss 
of butter must occur, and it is not so good, 

6. Work all the buttermilk out, which is rarely done — and 
work no longer, which is still more rarely, but sometimes, done. 

6« Use the purest salt, and add an ounce to a pound. 

7. Pack the butter in the jars or firkins solid; put as much 
in a small space as possible. 

8. Lastly, and first also ; provide good, sweet pasture, and 
plenty of perfectly pure water, for the cows at all times. 

If any have practiced all these, and have not succeeded, we 
should like to hear from them. It is proper to state, however, 
that there some who assert that their vessels, etc., are clean, 
when, in fact, they are far from it — Country Oentlemafi. 



Great Destruction hy Fire of Literary Treasures. — On 
the 27th of August, at Gotha, the Castle of Fredenstein was 
discovered to be in flames, and about four o'clock had to be 
battered down with cannon. The castle contained a church, 
with a vaulted burial-place for royal persons, a theater, 'halls 
of session for the holding of councils, a museum, with a libraiy 
<rf' 200,000 volumes, a cabinet of coins, a collection of pictures 
and prints, a cabinet of art, a collection of objects in natural 
history, a Chinese collection, and another of casts from antique 
statues. 



A Child-Marriage and Its Consequences. — Last week, we 
chronicled the decease of Mrs. Case, of this village, ^^aged 
sixteen years, six months and ten days." Mrs. C, so early 
called from life to death, was married about three years ago, 
and has left three children to mourn a mother's loss — ^a sad 
commentary on the error of such early marriages. Let parents 
beware, and girls take warning. — Wantoma ( Wis.) Argus. 



Married, — ^On July 11, 1860, at Monrison, 111., by Eev. J. 
White, £. M. Whtters, M. D., and Miss JENifiB Wars. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 



Abtiolb I. — Cases in Private Practice, By J. R. Dun- 
can, M. D. 

Casb 1. — July 19th, 1859. — Called to see Mrs. Cofl&naD^ 
aged 24 years, who had been "hooked" by a cow. I did not 
reach her until about seven hours after the accident. On ex- 
amination, I found that the cow's horn had struck and pene- 
trated the right iliac region, passing through the peritoneum^ 
rupturing it nearly one inch ; then, in a semi-circiitar direc- 
tion, to the left iliac region, leaving the peritoneum bare the 
entire length of the wound, 9f inches. There was also a 
fracture of the second rib of the right side, and also of the 
clavicle. 

Condition of the patient on my arrived. — Hemorrhage from 
the wound, which had been profuse, had subsided ; pulse, 90 ; 
extremities cold, and patient complaining of severe pains in 
the breast, back and abdomen. The greatest pains, however, 
I found to be labor-pains, as the patient was seven months ad- 
vanced in pregnancy. Found, on examining per vaginum, the 
OS uteri slightly dilated. 

Wholk Sbbibs XX. 
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I gave an anodyne, which checked the pain ; then proceeded 
to dress the wound, which was done by taking two stitches in 
the peritoneum ; then bringing the outside wound together, 
and holding it in its place by sutures three quarters of an inch 
apart, over which were applied strips of Adhesive Plaster. 
After attending to the other wounds, I applied cold water 
dressings to the breast and to the wound in the bowels. In 
about an hour after the dressings were completed, the patient 
slept Well for thirty minutes. On waking, she complained of 
pain in the region of the bladder, and the pulse was somewhat 
accelerated. Gave Tine. Gelseminum and Nitre ; repeated in 
two hours, after which she urinated freely. 

She then remained easy until- 6 o'clock, A. M., at which time 
I left, ordering the application of cold water and the continua- 
tion of Nitre and Gelseminum, administered every three hours, 
with Sul. Morphia, to be given in one quarter-grain doses at 
each indication of returning labor-pains. Also, directed the 
patient to lie on her back, and keep as quiet as possible. 

4 o'clock, P. M. — ^No further indication of labor ; some pain 
in the region of the wound ; extremities, warm ; pulse, 90. 
Directed enemas of cold water per rectum and vaginum, and 
ice-water applied to the wound. Gave Oil and Turpentine, to 
move the bowels. 

July 20th, 10 o'clock, A. M. — Patient, restless ; pulse, 96 ; 
tongue, coated with a thick, yellow coating ; had suffered con- 
siderable pain during the night ; the nurse had given two por- 
tions of Morphia through the night, which had prevented the 
bowels from acting. Bepeated the Oil and Turpentine ; also, 
injections, and suspended the anodyne until the bowels were 
moved. Gave Nitre and Gelseminum, eveiy five hours, and 
continued the application of ice- water to the wound, with the 
same to drink. 

July 2l8t, 9 o'clock, A. M. — Found patient comfortable; 
bowels, thoroughly evacuated; urine, passed without diffi- 
culty ; pulse, 89 ; wound in the chest, doing well, and wound 
in the abdomen, commenced healing by first intention ; liad 
suffered some pain last night, but the anodyne mostly produced 
quiet ; bowels, cool ; os uteri, in a normal condition, and the 
.motions of the .child, quite vigorous, which caused acute pain 
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at times. Continiied t^ enemaiS and applioations^ and gave 
twenty drops of TurpeotiQe, every five hoars. Light dieting* 

July 22d. — Patient, doing well; wound, healing* Oon- 
tinned treatment 

Jaly 28d. — Patient, still improving ; wonnd, healing well, 
except where the peritooenm was raptured ; suppurating there ; 
cleased the wound with Castile soap and water. Continued 
the same treatment 

July 26th. — Patient, improving, but quite weak; wound, 
doing well. Gave tonic (Quinine and Iron), and applied 
Beach's Black Salve to the wound. 

July 27tlu — Patient,' still improving, but tongue slightly 
furred. Gave an alterative, in addition to the tonics. 

Jaly 28th. — Called, at night, to see the patient ; has been 
chilled lor three hours, much excited, and very nervous. Ad- 
ministered a tea of Composition and I^ervine, which soon 
caused her to perspire freely ; bladder, distended, with inability 
to void its contents ; drew that with the catheter ; bowels, 
rather inactive. Gave a cathartic of Comp. Powder of Jalap 
and Podophyllin, and after their action, I gave of Quinine and 
Diaphoretic Powders, each three grains, repeated every three 
hours, until six powders were taken. 

July 29th. — Patient, improving. Gave as a tonic, Muriate 
Tinct. of Iron, three times per day, and a small piJl of Assafoe- 
tida, occasionally, to quiet nervous excitement. She continues 
to improve rapidly. 

August 1st. — She is able to ride in a wagon, to her father's 
house, about two miles distant. I visited her at that place the 
next day, and finding the wound nearly entirely healed, and 
the patient doing well constitutionally, I discontinued treat- 
ment, directing a nutritious diet, and the bowels to be kept 
regular, • 

Aug. 8th. — ^Galled, in haste, to see patient, supposed to be 
in labor ; child delivered upon my arrival ; placenta still re- 
tained, which I removed without difficulty. The child lived 
only &n hour or two, but the patient did well, and in a few 
days was convalescing, and able to walk about the house. I 
continued my visits for a few days, and then heard from her oc- 
casionally afterward. 

Aug. 23d. — Saw patient's fisher and mother at a camp- 
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meeting, who informed me tbat she was getting along finely; 
but, judge of my surprise upon hearing of her death on the 
36th I I immediately repaired to the place, and found the facts 
of the case to be as follows: — 

While her parents were at camp-meeting, the patient and 
her husband, and a little daughter, being the only persons at 
home, she had laid down to rest while her husband was at the 
bam attending to some business, and the child playing about 
the door happened to make some noise, which caused the 
mother to think it had fallen in the well. The fright so far 
paralyzed her that she was unable to move until her husband 
came in, and learning the cause, at once showed her child, 
and informed her that it was safe, not having met with any 
accident. Bhe then partially recovered, but remained very 
nervous until the morning of the 26th, when she was seized 
with vomiting and severe pain (supposed to be in the region 
of the womb), and in a few hours, probably not more than 
two, she expired. So my patient died, and was buried, not 
permitting me to have the advantage of a post m<»*tem exami- 
nation. 

Case 2. — Summoned, in haste, to see a boy, aged six years, 
(son of I. Steward), who had been, by his mother, shot by ac- 
cident with a pistol, the ball taking effect about 1^ inches 
above the right eye. On my an-ival, I found the child, as I 
supposed, in the agonies of death. There were entire insen- 
sibility and spasmodic twitching of the nerves. I introduced 
a probe, following the direction of the ball, and found the 
probe, at the termination of the course, resting on the right 
parietal bone, near the junction of the parietal and occipital 
bone ; therefore showing that the ball had passed nearly through 
the center of the right lobe of the cerebrum. I itnmediately 
called in all the physicians of the place, nine or ten in number. 

In two hours after the child was shot, he lay more quietly 
than before, and he frequently spoke, calling for a drink of 
water. The extremities were cold ; the pulse, very feeble and 
frequent. AH agi*eed, tbat if reaction was produced, so as to 
justify an operation, we would trephine the skull and remove 
the ball. Dr. Wetheral and myself watched the child until 
about six or eight hours after the accident, when the pulse be- 
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eftme full and frequent, and we thought that if we operated, 
then was the time to do it. So, again, the physicians were 
summoned, and Dr. Wetheral performed the operation very 
skillfully ; but on removing the bone, it was seen that the ball 
had glanced when it struck the parietal, taking a downward 
course, so that it could not be reached, and we concluded to let 
it rest until morning. The head was dreseed, leaving the ori- 
fice open, and, duHng the night, the ball, with about half an 
ounce of brain, had passed out, the child having beeu kept on 
its back. He had withstood the operation well, and was per* 
fectly sensible all the time, asking as often as twice or three 
times for us to stop and let him rest. 

I have only to add, that the child was carefully watched, and 
everything was done that could be done, to alleviate his suffer- 
ing. He ate and drank, and at times appeared perfectly con- 
scious, until the fifth day — Shaving in tiie meantime lost as 
much as tour ounces of brain — ^when it died. 

Casb 3. — August 16th, 1860. — ^Called, in haste, to see John 
Shilling, aged 19 years, whom the messenger said had his leg 
broken. On my arrival, I found the case not to be a fracture, 
but a compound dislocation of the ankle, or, rather, nearly a 
complete separation of the foot from the leg. The wound was 
produced by the accidental caving-in of a coal*bank. 

The wound may be described by saying, that the leg was torn 
two thirds off at the ankle, on the outside. The wound ex- 
tended from the instep around to the posterior part of the leg, 
all the muscles and ligaments of that side being severed. The 
tibia and fibula were thrown out about two inches, being en- 
tirely separated from the astragalus, which was somewhat 
lowered, having nothing to hold it to its place on that side. 
The foot was flexed on the inside of the leg. 

Seeing the case thus, I thought amputation necessary, but 
not being prepared, and not being disposed to proceed alone, I 
dispatched a messenger tor instruments, auflesthetics, and for 
Dr. T. D. Wright to assist me. When the above named doc- 
tor arrived, his opinion was the same as mine, in favor of am- 
putation. 

Treatment. — Chloroform was then administered by my stu- 
dent. We examined the wound, cleansed it, and found that 
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by making an incisioii two inches long, at right aogles with 
the wound, we could bring the tibia, fibula and astragalus iu 
position. The qaesticHi then was : can we, in this hot weather, 
succeed in healing the wound} We determined to try it, 
thinking it would be better for the patient to have a stiff joint 
than none, even if we could succeed in securing such. We 
dressed the wound, holding it together with sutures and Ad- 
hesive Plaster, and applying the roller from the toes to the 
knee, leaving the external wound open, and directing the leg 
to be kept wet from the knee down with cold water. 

Aug. 17th. — ^Patient, suffering considerable pain ; some fe- 
ver ; leg, swollen ; had not been kept sufficiently cool. The 
bandage was readjusted ; splints and foot-board applied, to 
keep the foot straight. The leg wa^ directed to be ^^ showered * ' 
ovory h:Uf hour. Salts were given to move the bowels, and 
an anodyne was ordered, if the pain was severe. 

Aug. 19th. — Patient, doing well. Continued the treatment. 

Aug- 20th. — The roller caused such heat, that we thought 
best to remove it, and keep the foot in place by a brace fixed 
on the foot of the cot on which he lay. 

Aug. 22d. — Patient, clear of fever ; leg coed, and not much 
swollen; wound commenced healing. Same treatment con- 
tinued. 

Aug. 24th, 26th, 2dth. — ^Patient, improving upon each visit. 
Continued the same treatment, relying on the cold-water dress- 
ings, and washes of Tinct. Myrrh. 

Sept^ 6th. — ^The wound is healed. 

Sept. 12th. — Swelling and soreness, nearly subsided. Di- 
rected him to commence using the foot, which he does with 
great fear. 

Oct. 1st. — ^Patient, able to use the foot some in walking[. 

Nov. Ist. — Patient, able to walk to town and back home, a 
distance of six miles, without crutch or cane, and, what is sin- 
gular and better, he has very good use of his ankle, it being 
but little stiffened. 

Casb 4. — Sept. 10th, I860.— Summoned, in consultation with 
Dr. Matthews, to see J. Horseman, aged 11 years, who had 
been kicked by a horse. 

The wound was inflicted above the right eye, the skull being 
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laid bare from three to four inches, and a fractare in it two 
inches in length, through which half an ounce of brain had 
oozed. The boy was in a semi-comati^se condition, and his 
friends were weeping loudly and bitterly for him, who, to all 
appearance, was on the verge of the grave. 

The doctor had awaited my arrival. We then examined the 
wound and found there were no loose bones, or pieces of bones, 
that needed to be removed, and that the. fracture was suffi- 
ciently open to allow all disorganized matter to be passed. 
We dressed the wound with sutures and Adhesive Plaster ; 
gave a physic of Compound Powder of Jalap ; directed cold 
applications to the head, and Tinct, Gelseminum, to control 
fever and nervous excitement. 

We left in eight hours, directing the treatment to be thor- 
oughly carried out, and as it was twelve miles to the home of 
the patient, I did not see him again, but Dr. Matthews at- 
tended him, keeping up the treatment, and in few weeks dis- 
charged him, cured. 

Case 6. — ^Nov. 2l8t, 1860. — Summoned to the house of Mrs, 
Caldwell, aged 34 years, in labor. After I had been with the 
patient eight hours, she was delivered of three children — two 
girls and one boy — ^being all of one size, as near as could be, 
and weighing, altogether, 15 pounds and 4 ounces. 

There was nothing uncommon in the parturition, as the labor 
was comparatively easy. Only about ten minutes elapsed be- 
tween the births. Each came with a vertex presentation, and 
each placenta was separate and distinct. After the first two 
births, one placenta was delivered ; the third child was then 
born ; afterward the remaining placentas were removed, one 
at a time. 

The patient is of a "nervous-bilious temperament," is below 
the medium size, is of a scrofiilous diathesis, and is predis- 
posed to tubercular disease. She had been delivered of twins 
three times previous to this. 

The three babies are all living at the time of this writing ; 
are growing finely, and bid fair to do well. 

KnoxvUle^ Iowa. 
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Aet. II. — Diseases of the Heart. By Johk M. Scuddbb, M.D. 

The heart, the center of the drculatorj apparatns, and the 
source of motive power for the circulation of the blood, is sub- 
ject to both functional and structural^ or organic disease. 
It is only within the last century, that much attention has been 
directed to diseases of this viscus ; and, although there is great 
difficulty in their investigation, yet our knowledge of many of 
them is pretty thorough. 

With these, as with all other diseases, it is necessary in order 
to make a correct diagnosis, that the structure and relations, as 
well as the physiological action of the organ, should be per- 
fectly understood, — ^we must know its healthy condition, before 
we undertake to detect pathological change either in function 
Or structure. This knowledge may be obtained, in some de- 
gree, from books, — ^that is, from anatomical works, we leprn 
the minutisd of its structure ; from physiological works, its 
function, — ^but, he who depends altogether upon books to ob- 
tain a knowledge of either anatomy or physiology, will be but 
very poorly instructed. In order to become a good anatomist, 
it is necessary that personal dissections and examinations be 
made; so, in physiology, where possible, personal investigation 
is highly necessary. To illustrate this, it is only necessary to 
refer to the sounds produced by the heart's action— one of the 
most important means of diagnosing structural disease. A 
physician, depending upon books for his knowledge of the 
natural sounds, would be entirely incompetent to detect an un- 
natural or morbid sound. This practical knowledge of the 
workings of this most complicated mechanism — man — can 
only be obtained by close and long-continued study. The eye, 
the ear, the touch, as well as the other senses, must be edu- 
cated, so as to determine what is a physiological condition, and 
the slightest variation from this. It is this careftil education 
of the senses, in addition to a thorough medical education, that 
makes the good physician, and gives him an eminent position 
in the profession. 

Of the Structure and Relations cf the Seaft. — We notice 
the structure of this viscus here, in order that we may fully 
understand the nature of the diseases to which it is subject : — 
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1. The heart k a mnseular organ, and hence this tissue is 
subject to the same affections as other muscles — a, to ikiflam- 
mation ; J, to hypertrophy ; c?, to atrophy ; rf, to degeneration ; 
e^ to rheumatism ; and^ y, to spasmodic action. 

2. It is invested with a serous membrane, — a, liable to in- 
flammation ; 5, adhesions ; o, morbid growths ; and, d^ effu- 
sions within its cavity. 

3. Within its cavity we find fibrous tissue, the chordae ten- 
dinsB, the base of the valves, and the interior structure of the 
valves, liable, principally, — a, to alterations of structure, and, 
ft, to fibroid growths. 

4. It is lined by a membrane, resembling the serous mem- 
branes in many respects, which is liable, — a, to inflammation ; 
ft, to morbid growths and change of structure. 

We find important nervous connections between it and other 
organs ; 1st, with the entire sympathetic system of nerves, 
establishing a sympathetic relation between it and all parts of 
the body supplied by these nerves ; we might specially note 
the stomach, digestive canal, chylopoietic viscera, the urino- 
genital organs, and lungs ; 3d, with the spinal cord, through 
the fibers of communication between it and the sympathetic 
ganglia ; 3d, with the medulla oblongata through the pneumo- 
gastric nerves, and hence with the brain and all parte to which 
this portion of the spinal cord sends nerves. It is also influ- 
enced by the condition of the blood, not only by that which is 
distributed to its own tissue, but also by the mass that passes 
through the cavities ; and by the physical condition of the ar- 
teries and veins, especially by any obstruction to the passage 
of bltK>d through them. From these considerations, it is not 
strange that the viscus should be diseased, but that disease of it 
should be so unfrequent* 

FUNCTIONAL DISEASES OF THE HEABT. 

Functional diseases of the heart, may be divided into four 
classes : — 

1. Enfeebled action; 

2. Irregular action ; 

5. Excited action ; and, 
4. Neuralgic affections. 

!• EnfeehUd Aeiion of the Heart. — ^The action of the heart 
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may be enfeebled by organic disease effecting a change iu its 
stmcture, the feeble action being but a symptom. This, 
however, and the means of diagnosis, will be considered here- 
after. We wish here only to consider it as it occura without 
any lesion of this viscus. Two principal causes may give rise 
to this condition : 1st, an ansemic condition of the system, from 
whatever cause produced ; and, 2d, from want of proper inner- 
vation. In the first instance, the cause is obvious, the diag- 
nosis easy, and the indications of cure, plain. 

Where want of proper innervation is supposed to be the 
cause, it becomes necessary to closely examine the patient, and 
ascertain, if possible, the lesion giving rise to this, and whether 
it is consequent upon debility of the cerebro-spinal, or sympa- 
thetic nervous systems. We sometimes observe cases of chronic 
disease, in which we can detect no lesion of digestion, assimi- 
lation, or excretion ; and in which there is no apparent de- 
bility of the ccrcbro-spinal nervous system, but in which, al- 
though all the functions appear to be well performed, yet the 
patient is unable, from debility, to follow his usual avocation. 
These cases are probably rare, but yet occur sufficiently often 
to merit attention. My attention has been directed to the sub- 
ject, from the occurrence of two such cases in my practice ; a 
descriptiorf of one of which may not prove uninteresting : — 

Mr. G. T , set. 35, sanguine lymphathic temperament, 

stout, heavy-built, with every appearance of good health, was 
affected with chronic laryngitis through the spring of 1857. 
In June, he applied to me, and by the use of ordinary mea- 
sures, the disease was nearly subdued in the course of a month. 
At this time, I noticed that the pulse was weak ; that there 
appeared to be difficulty in the circulation of the blood, and a 
tendency to congestion in various parts of the body ; although 
at the same time the patient was stout and fleshy, the muscular 
system well developed, and digestion and excretion normal. 
Through the months of August and September, he had fre- 
quent attacks of almost entire muscular prostration, lasting 
from fifteen minutes to one or two hours ; the recovery from 
them being gradual. These almost invariably commenced 
with a feeling of fullness of the chest and pressure over the 
heart, the pulse being very feeble. These attacks so increased 
in frequency, and the consequent debility was so great, as to 
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entirely preclude him from foUowiog biB trade. A close ex* 
amination of the heart and lungs, showed conclusively to my 
mind, that the viscera of the thorax were in a healthy condi- 
tion. There was no tenderness in any part of the spinal col- 
umn, nor any symptoms of afiection of the brain ; the appetite 
was good ; bowels, regular ; and the secretions of the skin and 
kidneys, normal. In fact, after the most careful examinations 
of the case, by myself and others — watching it closely for 
months — ^I could detect no disease, to account for the symp- 
toms, but the continued impaired action of the heart and weak- 
ness of the circulation, which undoubtedly arose from deficient 
innervation, the sympathetic nerves and ganglia supplying the 
heart being affected. This patient has nearly or quite recov- 
ered. 

Several mild cases have come under my notice, in which 
other disease was aggravated from this cause. In a majority 
of them, probably, there was deficient innervation in all organs 
supplied fi'om the sympathetic system of nerves. 

Treatment. — ^Where debility or weakness of the heart's action 
depends upon aneemia, it will, in a majority of cases, be re- 
moved by the judicious use of tonics and iron, the indications 
being to restore the normal quantity and quality of the blood. 
When it depends upon loss of nervous energy, the indication 
is to restore this ; and here we find our therapeutic resources 
exceedingly meager. It will probably be found, in a majority 
of cases, that the urine persistently contains a larger or smaller 
amount of the phosphates ; which almost invariably occui*s with 
a depressed state of the nervous system. From this fact, I was 
led to employ the phosphates in the two cases above named, as 
well as in analogous cases ; and, so far, with the best results. 
I might premise, however, by stating, that it is indispensable 
to success, that if the stomach and bowels be disordered ; if 
there is indigestion, or the different nutritive processes are im- 
paired, the attention must first be directed to these. At the 
same time, it is highly necessary that we have a normal action 
of the kidneys and skin. Having accomplished this, we may 
resort to measures to restore the deficient nervous force. 
Prominent among agents to fulfill this indication, I may name 
the different preparations of the f hosphates. I prefer the 
Hypophosphite of Lime, though the Phosphate may be used 
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with advaotage, or even finely powdered bone. These agents 
will have to be continned for a considerable length of time 
before mnch apparent advantage is gained : thns, in giving 
the Hypophosphite of Lime in live-grain doses, three times a 
day, in my worat case, it was some six weeks before I conld 
perceive any improvement ; yet after this, there was percepti- 
ble improvement each week. With the agent jnst named, I 
employed the Hydrochlorate of Ammonia in the same doses, 
the patient using a bath of the infusion of the Bark of Quercus 
Alba, with brisk friction, twice a day. The Extract of Nux 
Vomica, given in the usual doses, gave temporary relief, as did 
Belladonna. Tonics and Iron appeared, if anything, to increase 
the disease. Moderate and continued exercise — as mnch as 
the patients could bear, without inducing symptoms of ex- 
haustion — was always beneficial ; as was, also, pleasant and 
agreeable company. 

2. Irregular Action of tlie Heart. — This, in a mild form, is 
quite a common afiection, in persons of an irritable and debili- 
tated habit. " The pulsations may be unequal in frequency and 
power, or they njay be intermittent, reiterated, or fluttei*ing. 
This state of action, although attending various dangerous dis- 
eases of the organ, may be entirely nervous, or connected with 
depressed organic nervous power, and enfeebled action of the 
stomach and bowels." We observe it, sometimes, as a symp- 
tom of dyspepsia ; especially where the disease has continued 
for a length of time in persons of a nervous habit. It is also 
a symptom in chronic infiammation of the lungs, where it has 
been of such extent as to prevent the free passage of the blood. 
It may also proceed from mental emotions, and from long- 
continued and severe mental labor ; especiall)' in cases where 
the mind is troubled, as from want of success in life, etc. Prob- 
ably the most frequent cause, when it is severe, is long*con- 
tinued disease of the organs of generation, especially sexual 
excesses and masturbation. The disease arising from these 
latter causes frequently assumes a serious form, attended with 
a sense of weight, of sinking, or oppression, or anxiety, at the 
preecordia ; dizziness, vertigo, singing in the ears, dimness of 
vision, etc. In severe cases, the pulse will rarely be found nor- 
mal, either in frequency or regularity ; sometimes sofi;, fluent, 
easily compressed, but the pulsations extremely irregular \ at 
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atherB, hard, sharp, qniek, dicrotos, or intermittent In a ma- 
jority of these cases, there will be found — especially if it has 
arisen from sexual derangement — tenderness on pressure, over 
the first and second cervical vertebra ; and also over the last 
two ; and, frequently, the patients will complain of a heavy, 
dull, aching pain in the back part of the head, or, at least, of a 
sensation of weight and soreness. 

Treatmeiit. — It is very important, here, that a correct diag- 
nosis be made, — that Ve do not treat this symptom of organic 
disease as a nervous affection. Having decided that it is nerv- 
ous, the next point to determine is, what has been the cause of 
it. If it has arisen from irritation, a disordered state of the 
stomach and bowels — and this is generally easilj determined — 
the removal of the primary disease will be succeeded by the 
cessation of this symptom. If from any cause retarding the 
flow of blood, and consequent overloading of the cavities of the 
heart, we remove the cause if possible, and this symptom will 
in all probabilitj' cease. If from severe mental labor, such 
measures should be adopted as will give rest to the over- worked 
organ, and restore tlie natural tone of the system. If from 
sexual excitement, this must be controlled ; and if from mas- 
turbation, the cause must be arrested, or but little good can be 
accomplished. In all cases, it becomes necessary to adopt 
measures to restore the general health, as the exhibition of the 
bitter tonics and iron, the use of easily-digested and nutritious 
food, exercise in the open air, the daily bath — especially of 
some bitter infusion, as Cinchonia, Hydrastis, Cornuo Florida, 
etc., with brisk friction. It is also necessary that we pay 
especial attention to the secretions of the kidneys, bowels, and 
skin ; for if we expect to restore the tone of the system, we 
must have a normal action of the excretory organs. In all 
cases^ where there is tenderness on pressure over the cervical 
vertebra, or weight, pain, or soreness in the back part of the 
head, counter-irritation over the cervical region will be found 
of the greatest importance. I employ the ^^ Irritating Plaster," 
not as it is generally used, but by applying it for two, three, or 
four days, or until it commences to be painful ; then removing 
for twelve or twenty-four hours ; again supplying it ; continuing 
it in this way, without producing^ suppuration. It may also be 
applied over the region of the heart, in the same way. As 
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iDternal remedies, in addition to tonics and iron, I know of 
none better than the Bnicia, Veratrum Viride, and Qolsemi- 
nnm, as in the tbllowing formnla : — 

• 

ft. — ^Tinct. Bmcia, f 3j. 

Tinct. Veratrum Viride, f 3j. 
Tinct. Gelseminnm, f 3ij. 
Sympus Simplex, f 3 ijv- 

Dose, 3 ss., three^, fonr, or five times a day. 

When there is debility of the nervons system, the Hypophos- 
phite of Lime may be nsed. The additional means recom- 
mended for palpitation of the heart, are also often appropriate^ 

Excited Action — Palpitoiion of the Heart. — ^This is defined 
by Mr. Copland, as ^^ strong, frequent, or tumultuous action, 
with an increase of the impulse and natural sounds of the 
heart, so as to be sensible, and often distressing, to the patient, 
without appreciable lesion of the structure of the organ.-' Pal- 
pitation is a frequent symptom of some of the serious organic 
affections of the heart, to be hereafter described ; hence, the 
diagnosis must be careftilly made. 

Caueea. — Many causes may give rise to temporary palpita- 
tion of the heart ; but it is only those cases in which palpita- 
tion is severe, long-continued, recurring frequently, and at- 
tended by manifest diseases of the system, that we wish to con- 
sider. Three pathological conditions of the system may give 
rise to this disease : 1st, a change of the quantity or quality 
of the blood ; 2d, irritability of the muscular fibers of the 
heart ; and, 3d, irritation of some parts of the nervous system ; 
the last condition being much the most frequent cause. 

Symptoms, — Palpitation is frequently sadden in its occur- 
I'ence, coming on after, or during, over-exertion ; sometimes 
the slightest exercise will give rise to it, or after, or during, any 
mental emotion ; sometimes it comes on slowly, increasing in 
intensity gradually. The action of the heart is strong ; some- 
times labored ; the natural sounds frequently increased in in- 
tensity, sometimes so as to be audible without placing the ear 
to the chest. The impulse of the heart against the parieties of 
the thorax is always perceptible when the hand is placed upon 
the chest ; in severe cases, it may be noticed by the eye, so that 
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the pnlse may be counted without approaching the bedside. 
The patient generally complains of a sense of weight at tlie 
prseoordia ; sometimes, pain, with difficnlt respiration, or sen- 
sation of smothering. Sometimes, when the action is exces- 
sive, it is irregnlar, tumultuous, and attended by distressing 
anxiety ; sense of sinking, or anguish, at the prsecordia ; and 
by extreme restlessness, and a feeling of impending dissolution. 
The paroxysms may bo of short duration, Irom a few minutes 
to one or two hours ; or, they may continue for twelve, twenty- 
four, or even forty-eight hours. They mostly recur at irregu- 
lar intervals, though sometimes they are periodic, occurring at 
regular periods. 

Diagnosis, — ^In general, it is quite easy to determine whe- 
ther or not, the palpitation depends upon organic disease of the 
heart, if the patient be examined when the paroxysm is off. In 
organic disease, when palpitation is induced, the extended 
dullness on percussion, the morbid or adventitious sounds, the 
more or less constant dyspnoea, nervous congestion, bloated 
countenance, dropsical effusions, etc., will determine the case. 

Trea;tnient. — If produced by alteration in the quantity or 
quality of the blood, our measures should be directed to the 
attainment of a normal condition of the fluid. In nearly all 
cases, we And deficient action of the excretory organs, and con- 
sequent retention of excrementitious materials. By the use of 
the alkaline bath, or cold bath, if the skin is harsh ; or a bath 
of an infusion of the bitter tonics and astringents, if it is re- 
laxed or flabby, we obtain normal excretory action. The diu- 
retic salts, in small doses, will increase the excretion of the 
kidneys. The bowels should be kept in a soluble condition 
with mild laxatives. Then, the stomach being in a normal 
condition, by the use of bitter tonics and iron, nutritious food, 
and moderate exercise in the open air, we increase the quantity 
and quality of the blood. 

For the temporary relief of the patient during the paroxysm, 
Tinct, Gelseminnm in 3 j. doses ; or, what is better., the Con- 
centrated Tinct. of Lobelia, in the same doses, is almost always 
sufficient. 

In those cases where the disease is undoubtedly owing to in- 
creased irritability of the muscular fiber of the heart, or irri- 
tation of the nerves supplying it, we use means to remove these 
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conditions. First, if this irritability has been produced by 
scxaal excesses, or masturbation, we direct treatment for the 
relief of this excitation of the organs of generation. In such 
cases, and also in many others, we will find tenderness on pres- 
sure at the base of the brain and over the cervical vertebra. 
Here the Irritating Plaster, continued until the tenderness is 
entirely removed, is one of our most efficient measures. The 
use of small doses of Gelseminum, Aconite, especially Lobelia, 
infusion Scutellaria, and Veratrum, is especially serviceable. 
The Irritating Plaster, applied over the region of the heart, will 
also, in many cases, afford great relief. Hypophosphoric 
Acid, with small quantities of Sulphur, prove very efficient, 
when there is accompanying irregularity of pulse. 

{To he continued.) 



Abt. III. — To the Eclectic Medical Profeseion. 

Messi^s. Editobs: — For good and sufficient reasons, I res- 
pectfully solicit the privilege of making some few statements 
in your Journal, relating to the late difficulties of the Eclectic 
Medical College of Pennsylvania. This proposition seems 
necessary on behalf of the Institution, its various Mends, and 
numerous alumni, now found in most of the States of our 
Union. 

In the year 1865, Prof* Wm. Paine was admitted into the 
above Institution as Demonstrator of Anatomy; and in the fol- 
lowing year, was elected to the Chair of Theory and Practice, 
where he remained until near the close of the last session, 
1860. 

About the first of January, 1860, a vacancy occurred in the 
Chair of Surgery, which was filled by the election of Prof. J, 
McClintook. But a short time after, he invited the public to 
attend his regular lectures before the class, and hear him on 
the treatment of Yenereal Diseases; and this invitation he ad- 
vertised in the daily papers of Philadelphia. The other mem* 
bers of the Faculty (except Prof. Paine), considered Prof. 
McClintock's course both disgraceful and injurious to the Insti* 
tption. He was requested to stop such advertisements ; which 
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be refufiod to do, when the subject was brought before the 
Board of Trustees ; and, again, Prof. Paine was the only one 
to advocate this outrage, for Prof. McClintock had no voice 
either in the business of the Faculty or the Board of Trustees, 
and he was compelled to stop his advertisements. 

The next cause of difficulty arose in an eflTort made by Pro- 
fessors Paine and McClintock, to move the School from its 
present location, corner of Fiflh and Callowhill streets ; and in 
this, they &iled. Seeing, therefore, that they could not con- 
trol the Institution, by subverting it to their own selfish pur- 
poses, they set themselves to work to produce a rupture in the 
School. They commenced this work, by attempting to organize 
an opposition school, under a charter obtained, I believe, in 
1863. This charter was in the possession of Prof. Wm. F. 
Smith, which, he declares, is still in his hands ; and be says^ 
iiirther, that they are now working without proper authjority. 

Professors Paine and McClintock secretly made their ar- 
rangements so as to leave our School — the Eclectic Medical 
College of Pennsylvania — at the dose of the lectures^ which 
they did, and before the day set apart for graduating the class. 
About this time, we elected a Dean in place of Prof. Paine, 
and he delayed several days before giving up our books and 
papers ; and, further, he refused to deliver to our Faculty the 
fees for graduation, which had been paid into his hands. They 
obtained a building, and organized an opposition faculty, by 
appointing three colleagues ; delivered some three or four lec- 
tures, and on the 18th of February, about five days after they 
withdrew from the College, graduated those of our class, ex- 
cept one, who had paid their diploma fees to Prof. Paine, with 
some others who had attended but few lectures anywhere. 

Now, we have ofiered a very condensed statement of the 
difficulties in our School, without giving many particulars 
which would injure the character of even wicked men. With- 
out any regular lectures, they assumed the authority of a medi- 
cal charter, which provides that regular courses of lectures 
shall be delivered before granting degrees. 

But, supposing these two gentlemen really felt it their duty 
to form a new school, is it not plain to every man in the pro 
fession, that they were bound, in honor, to remain and com- 
plete their obligations by aiding to graduate the class, and 
2 
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granting the legal degrees of our School, instead of deceiving 
the students, by giving them a miseraMe piece of paper, en- 
tirely illegal and worthless ? We say, illegal and worthless^ 
because, not one week elapsed from the time Professors Paine 
and McClintock left our School until they granted degrees un- 
der the cover of a charter that had been lying dead for six 
years, and signed to these diplomas are the names of men who 
riever^ then, had delivered lectures in any college. 

The name of this charter, which Professors Paine and 
McClintock have obtained partial possession of, is entitled, 
" The American Medical College of Pennsylvania ;" to which 
they have caused to be added and published, '' The Eclectic 
Medical College of Philadelphia." The first and original 
title, they seldom notice ; but adopt the last, with the apparent 
view to make the profession believe they are working under 
the old Eclectic charter. This apparent trick is revolting to 
every honorable man, and is one which none but the most un- 
scrupulous would resort to. 

But we have another page of perfidy to add to Prof. Paine's 
attempt to break down our Institution. Here it is ! Look at 
it, gentlemen of the Eclectic profession ! ! 

Alter he (Prof. Paine) had left our School, the Board elected 
W. C. Davidson, of Delaware, to fill the Chair of Practice. 
Prof. Davidson commenced with his lectures, at the appointed 
titiie, Oct. 18th, and continued with us until the 29th, when he 
invited our students to meet him at his room, where, with all 
the art and deception at his command, he sought to take them 
with him over to Prof. Paine's school. Before this — as it now 
ajipears by his own confession — he had already permitted sev- 
eral students to leave us, which he might have retained. Fail- 
ing to make any favorable impression on the above interview, 
he, with Prof. Paine, called upon several of them, the same 
evening, at their rooms. They both failed in this part of the 
pldt, and, near the hour of twelve, they sneaked away to their 
homes. The Devil led the way, and Judas followed. 

Two or three days before this. Prof. Paine called upon ano- 
ther of our Professors, and, as an inducement to leave us, of- 
fered him the Chair of Obstetrics. Here, the Devil on the 
mount oflered his extensive possessions in exchange for 
treachery ; but this failed, for we had but one Judas amongst us. 
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Now, we are satisfied that, for two weeks. Prof. Davidson 
was playing the part of a hypocrite — a two-facod Janus^ — all 
the while o£feriDg to his colleagues the hand of friendship, with 
his voice and smiles of confidence, while steadily planning for 
our overthrow. No man could well act the part of Judas bet- 
ter; a trait, when exhibited in the human character, that is 
loathsome and disgusting to every honorable man. 

Prof. Davidson is a man lost in usefulness to the profession, 
and the only possible extenuation that can be advanced for his 
treachery is, that lie is young in years. Unfortunately, he has 
been slimed over by an adroit trickster, who has done the like 
many times before, and who will, on the fii*st suitable occasion, 
throw him out, not upon dry land, but, in mire and ^slough, 
from which he will never rise. 

The Chair of Theory and Practice, in our School, is now 
filled by Prof. John Fondy, M. D., who ably held this position 
in our College, in the sessions of 1853-'4-'5. 

H. HOLLEMBACK, M. D., 

Prof. Mat. Med., Eclectic Med. Col., Pa. 
N. E. cor. Sixth and Callowhill sts.. 
Philacldphia, Dec. 10, 1860. 
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SELECTIONS. 



Hygiene of the Sewing Machine. (Eead before the Acadiemy 
of Medicine, Nov. 21, 1860.) By A. K. Gabdnke, M. D., 
Professor of Clinical Midwifery and Diseases of Females, in 
the New York Medical College. 

Originators of useful inventions are benefactors of mankind ; 
yet the debt of gratitude which the world owes to every indi- 
vidual inventor, depends not entirely upon the result obtained, 
by adding to the beauty, rapidity, or cheapness which may be 
given to any species of human industry. The deterioration to 
health and consequent shortness of life which may accompany 
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the carrying out of the procesB of the manufacture are also to 
be taken into account. A recent writer in the JESiniurffh Re- 
view has, in a very interesting manner, considered this ques- 
tion, in giving statistics respecting some of the various occu- 
pations of life. Every calling may be found to have an aver- 
age mortality for those engaged in it — the gentleman of culti- 
vated ease and the idler of no ease at all, who works to kill 
time, alike having their average length of life. The indus- 
trial man is really indebted to him who has by his genius 
enabled him to attain to an agreeable aesthetic, and far more, 
to an absolutely necessary result, with a diminution of time 
and cost ; but enlightened humanity owes a boon of gratitude 
to him who accomplishes this end with a less cost of health 
and life. Man perhaps feels thankful to the artisan who found 
out that the beautiful Brussels lace may alone be manufactured 
in underground, dark, and damp rooms, when the bright light 
of day and the sun-dried air would contract and twist and 
break those slender filaments of flax which form the gossamer 
substance of this frail ornament for the frailer creatures of 
cl^y ; but the great heart of humanity should shout a psean of 
praise to the man who at some future time, failing to effect the 
entire disuse of this material for ornamentation, may invent 
some plan whereby it can be made without the great sacrifice 
of the eyes — as a constant life in almost utter darkness can 
alone enable the weavers to attain to the delicacy of vision which 
will allow the perception of the slender meshes which they are 
to fiashion into fairy -like meshes, and spider-net figures. 

The lives that have been saved by the use of Humphrey 
Davy's Safety Lamp can not be told, but he who will invent 
some way of adding to the life of the artisans in steel, will do 
infinitely more good, for we find that the span of life in Shef- 
field of the grinders of necessaiy cutlery is as follows : — 

Dry grinders of forks, 29 years, 

" " , razors, 81 " 

" " scissors, 32 " 

" " edge tools and shears, - 32 " 

" " spring knives, - - - 34 " 

" '^ table knives, .... 35 " 

" *' saws, 38 " 

" " sickles, 88 « 
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Look, too, at the makers of phoaphorns matches, and see the 
diseases in the jaw-bones ensuing therefrom ; the makers of ar- 
senical wall-papers, the workers in lead, as the painter, plumber, 
card-maker, et id genus omne. 

We could with interest collect the statistics of the mortality 
of every calling in life, and show how each has its benefits and 
drawbacks. We would, however, prefer to turn to the various 
plans for the relief of these attendant evils, and show how 
ventillation lengthens life, that exercise strengthens the body, 
and that both not only expand, the mind, but by cultivating 
good digestion and a healthy body, prevent fretfulness, peevish- 
ness, irritability, and consequent sin. Sin is the consequence 
of Jbad health, first caused by the intestinal irritation of a 
green apple, and now kept up by foul air, foul food, and fouler 
drinks. 

Pleasant as such themes might be, we must turn at present 
to another branch of the subject, and from the general come to 
the particular, and show statistically how the health of the en- 
tire womankind has been benefited and is to be benefited by 
one recent invention. This I undertake from a deep feeling of 
interest in this great hygienic^ improvement, because I have 
carefully and assiduously studied the facts of the case for sev- 
eral years ; and, finally, because I am fully convinced that much 
error is current respecting this subject, not only among the com- 
munity, but also among the medical faculty, who ought to know 
better, and who ought not to carelessly express crude opinions 
when they have abundant opportunity to form enlightened 
judgments. 

The object of this paper, then, is to examine the invention 
of the Sewing Machine in a hygienic point of vieio^ and to 
bring before this learned and deliberative body the simple facts 
as I have found them. I claim that the sewing machine is 
the great boon of the nineteenth century to the women of 
Christendom and of the world — that it has manumitted the 
tohite slave. 

The opinions here given are founded by many years' study 
of the working of machines of all patterns, among which 
may be enumerated those of Wheeler & Wilson, Grover & 
Baker, Finkle & Lyon, Singer, Connor, and many others. I 
shall narrate them in their simplicity, leaving all oratory 
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reepectirig the improved condition of women, mothers, and 
ehirt-makers ; all questions of political economy as to the 
result efiected upon the community by the general use of 
the sewing machine ; questions of morality adduced by some ; 
all matters extraneous to the simple question of healthfniness, 
to other times, places, and persons, and give only facts in this 
simple direction: — 

The world requires for a necessity a certain amount of sew- 
ing. The sewing machine does the work of twelve persons — 
therefore, either but a twelfth of the persons employed is 
necessary, or the work is done in a twelfth of the time. Sup- 
posing this work is done under the same circumstances of foul 
air and by the midnight lamp, the amaurotic eyes and the con- 
sumptive's hectic cheek are diminished to one twelfth. If by 
the diminished quantity of work, "night- work" is dispensed 
with, the "eyelids weary and worn" are vastly diminished in 
number. 

But here comes the argument which this paper is especially 
intended to meet ; for it is alleged by some in objecting to 
sewing machines, first, that " sewing machine work is inferior 
in looks, sti'ength, and consequent durability of wear to hand 
work," (which statement, with a simple but a very forcible de- 
nial, I pass by for more legitimate themes), and, secondly, that 
** the working of the machine not only aggravates but origi- 
nates disease." This latter objection, like those once urged, 
that the thread was worn out by the needle in passing through 
the cloth, needs only to be looked at to be disproved. Time 
has shown that the thread does not pass through the cloth with 
Anything like the frequency that it does in hand sewing, and 
ten years have shown that the health of the operators on ma- 
•chines of all varieties is in no respect injured by the working 
apon them. 

I was one day making inquiries of a person who made fancy 
:articles for sale, having had some six machines at work for 
many years, if she considered them healthy. The reply was, 
•** Perfectly so ; our girls are never sick ; some have worked 
upon them for a year without losing a day." At that mo- 
«nent a lady came in, and bought a fancy garment, and on 
\b6ing urged to buy a half dozen, replied : " Oh, no, I have 
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bought this one for a pattern ; I have a Whaler & Wilson 
at home myself, and shall easily run off ' a set.' " " But," 
says the seller, " it will never do for you to work a machine ; 
it will injure your health." This is the kind and value of 
the opinions adverse to the sewing machine on the score of 
health. 

The principal diseases said to be caused by the sewing 
machine are the so-called " female diseases " and spinal com- 
plaints. I have had some practice in these diseases, and may 
be allowed, as a matter of personal experience, to state, that I 
have never seen a single patient who gained her living by 
working a sewing machine, who was affected with leucorrhoaa, 
" falling of the womb," " ulcerations of the womb," or spinal 
diflSculty — who ever had an abortion while using it, or who in 
any wB.y could trace any injury from it. Neither have I had 
any patients in private practice with any disease at all attrii: 
butable to it. I have had many patients who have made up 
their family and children's clothing for the season, and their 
" baby linen," just before their lying-in, with no injurious 
effects. 

I am aware that the jar of the machine and the '' up and 
down " vibratory motion are stated to produce abortions, but 
this seems to me to be a most erroneous opinion, inasmuch as 
the ^^jar" of the machine, if there is any, falls not upon the 
feet or lower extremities, in which it is not felt in the slightest 
degree, but entirely upon the arms of the operator resting upon 
the table ; and from this undeniable reason, the alleged analogy 
between the hypothetical statement, that ^^ the vitality of hen's 
eggs carried in cars and subject to their vibratory and oscilla- 
tory movement, is so destroyed that not one in a score will 
hatch," does not hold good, even if it can be proved that the 
human ovum in a healthy uterus is killed by this trembling 
movement, as is claimed by some. Upon this point, I have 
also a word to say in a proper place. Overwork, and by one 
unaccustomed or disused to the sewing machine, may, very 
probably, in some cases produce abortion ; and so will a long 
walk in the Central Park, a day's shopping, excessive laugh- 
ing, even the eating of a bunch of grapes. Yet shall these be 
denied the parturient woman ? Shall we take the exception for 
the rule ? 
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With the view of learning the facts that actually exist, I 
have made as careful inquiries as I knew how, of those run- 
ning large numbers of machines for manufacturing purposes, 
of the girls actually, and for many years, working upon them, 
for their own experience and observation of those working by 
their side in the same factories, of physicians whose peculiar 
practice would lead them to note any general amount of dis- 
ease among this class of girls, and now offer the result, and 
many of the details, of the inquiry : — 

Douglas <& Sherwood^ extensive manufacturers of skirts, for 
several years ran some two ^lundred and fifty of Wheeler & 
Wilson's machines constantly, and were, till a change in their 
business made less machine work necessary, in the daily use 
of more machines than any one else in the United States, and 
probably in the world. Mr. Sherwood, under whose daily 
supervision was this portion of the work, said to me, " That he 
had yet to see the first injurious effect from working a ma- 
chine. Many girls who had come into his employ pale and 
weak, complaining of pain in the back, and at first unable to 
do a day's work, speedily became able to work their full nine 
hours, and became free from pain, robust, and healthy. He 
has never seen but one girl (who has a curvature in the. spine 
between the shoulders) who was unable to use the machine. 
Many with spinal affections and curvatures, work full time 
without any bad results. The girls are rarely away from work 
from ill health. The girls, when they first come, after a day's 
work, are obliged to ride home from fatigue ; but they soon 
walk home. Now, he finds that those who ait sewing in the 
old-fashioned way, are so tired by night that almost all of them 
ride home ; but the machine workers and those on their feet all 
day, walking around the hoop-frame, bending in every pos- 
ture, now almost invariably walk to and from their homes; 
Several miles distant. His own sister, who was fearful to try 
the machine, on account of a ^^ weak back," has been enabled 
to use it ten and twelve hours a day, not only without injury, 
but even with positive benefit, as her health has materially im- 
proved, since commencing it." 

One lady in a private family stated that she had found an 
attack of neuralgia^ to which she was very susceptible, to 
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always ensue from the withdrawal of the animal heat through 
the iron foot-plate, whenever she wore thin slippers ; but on 
covering the plate with a thick bit of carpeting, such a result 
was never afterward noted. 

I have never heard of an instance of muscular rheu- 
matism, or cramps — affectioDS most probable to be produced 
by such unusual exercise — arising from the use of any ma- 
chine. 

From a visit to the factory of Payan <& Carluirt, where 
fifty Wheeler & Wilson's, and fifty Singer's machines are in 
daily operation in the manufacture of clothing, I found that 
the heavy Singer's machines were worked by compressed air — 
that so much muscular force was required to carry the machine 
on at a paying speedy that pushing the needle through heavy 
beaver cloth and buckram, was too much for the muscular 
power of the girls ; but with machinery they were enabled to 
run them as fast as might be desired. The working of these 
heavy machines with the foot did not, however, produce any 
disease. Exhaustion from overwork in this, as in every other 
overwork, was necessarily felt. The unanimous testimony was, 
that the machine had wrought a benefit upon the laborer. In 
particular, it had enabled work to be so systematized as to 
make the employment of a large number of operatives, in large 
and well serated and salubrious rooms, not only mutually pro- 
fitable, but the workman could, from the system enabled to be 
introduced, make more wages in the factory than at home ; 
thus the day was not, as heretofore, spent in a small apart- 
ment, containing bed, cooking-stove, children, work -bench, etc., 
but aftpr a healthy morning's walk in a pure atmosphere and 
amid cheerful companions, again to be refreshed by the walk 
home after the labors of the day were finished. It was the 
opinion of those who worked for years on the board as jour- 
neymen tailors, and several years at the machine, that the lat- 
ter was far better for health and spirits ; that the mind was 
sharpened by the stimulus of the machinery, and that the 
machine worker was intellectually brighter than the mere 
sewer. 

Seligman cfe Co. employ ninety-four of Singer's machines in 
making clothing. Some of the girls who had worked these 
heavy machines on thick beaver cloth and other heavy clothing 
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for some years, had found, as a general thing, that the girls in 
the shop were as healthy as ordinary. True, when working on 
heavy goods for ten hours, they did feel fatigued, but they 
never suffered from any special diseases ; never had heard of 
any spinal difficulties, neuralgia, amenorihoea, or leucorrhoeas. 
That there were seldom more than two or three of their nam- 
ber absent during a day, out of their whole number, for any 
and all causes. This was the unanimous testimony of many 
of those working the machines, in answer to my special and 
direct inquiries. 

Davies (& Co,^ extensive shirt and clothing manufacturers, 
work between three and four hundred Wheeler & Wilson's 
macliiucs, and never heard from any of their employees the 
least suspicion of the working of machines being other than 
perfectly healthy employment. At their immense factory in 
New Haven (visited by the members of the American Medical 
Association, last spring, by invitation), where nearly four hun- 
dred Wheeler & Wilson's machines are used, the same result 
is found upon the health of the workers. 

Finding, thei'efore, no proof that physical disease originates, 
or is aggravated even, by the use of the sewing machine, I am 
forced to believe that in the moderate use of the muscles of the 
lower extremities, the analogy holds good in this as in any 
other form of labor ; that use strengthens the organs ; that 
while the use of half of the body is not so beneficial for health, 
or for an equal development of the entire body, as if the 
sewing machine exercised the whole frame ; that it is far bet< 
ter tliau no exercise at all, as is the lot of the confined hand- 
sewers. 

Again : It has been reportod that the assiduous working 
of the sewing machine, where the work was fine, and great 
care was requisite for regularity and evenness, injured the or- 
gans of vision in some undescribed manner. Not trusting to 
my own narrow experience, or the reports of the various ope- 
rators or employees, as I could gain access to the various eye 
infirmaries,' I accordingl}"^ addressed similar letters to. most of 
the eminent practitioners in the United States, where machines 
are usually, employed. My inquiries were : Whether amau- 
rosis was caused by sewing machine work, and if so; was it as 
frequently thus caused as by hand-sewing? Whether, when 
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existing, it was aggravated by the nse of the sewing machines ? 
Was acute or chronic inflammation of the lids or globe known 
to be caused by lint springing from sewing machines ? Was 
the sewing machine an injury or a benefit to vision,. and par- 
ticularly when the amount of work done by them is con- 
sidered ? 

Two letters will answer as a type of the replies I re- 
ceived : — , 

Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear lofirinary, 

Boston, May31,l«60. 

Deab Sir : — As one of the Surgeons of the Infirmary I can 
answer your inquiries in a few words. 

1. I have seen no injurious effects on the lids or globe of the 
eye fi:om the lint of sewing machines. 

2. 1 occasionally see cases of what is called marked sen- 
sibility of the retina, either produced or aggravated by 
their use. 

3. I think the use of sewing machines, on similar work for a 
similar period, a decidedly less exposure for the eye than the 
common use of the needle. 

Tours, very truly, 
Db. a. K. Gabdneb. Geobge A. Bethune. 



A. K. Gabdneb, M. D. 

Deab Sib : — ^It would afford me great pleasure to communi- 
cate to you facts and statistics relative to the hygienic effects 
of the sewing machine on the eyes, did I possess any of 
value on the subject. Very few of my patients work them- 
selves the machine, and I have rarely heard any complaints 
of its ill effects. 

Yours, respectfully, Isaac Hats. 

Philadelphia, June 3, 1860. 



Considering the immense number of machines now in use, it 
would seem impossible for the eye to be seriously affected by 
them, without the occulists of the United States having noted 
it in numerous instances; yet the opinions expressed by gentle- 
men of large experience are corroborated by many others, ver- 
bally made to me ; among them, Drs. Wilkes, J. H. Clark, 
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Oeccarini, and Stephenson, men of reliability and very exten- 
sive experience in this city, and Dr. Clark being the only ocu- 
list of eminence in the great manufacturing city of Newark, 
where the machines are very numerous, and engaged in every 
kind of work, from shirts, clothing, and shoe-binding, up to 
leather, harness, and saddlers' work. Dr. Clark has also made 
special inquiries at the various factories, and reports that he 
can trace no disease of any description to the use of the sewing 
machine. Dr. Stephenson, who has the charge of the Oph- 
thalmic hospital, having a large number of patients among 
the classes engaged in laborious occupations, and also an 
extended private pi'actice, says to me, that he has never 
seen the first case of injury to vision traceable to the sew- 
ing machine. 

The conclusion that I have come to, after six months' delib- 
erate investigation of this subject is, that the sewing machine 
is a blessing to mankind^ and especially to the female^ and 
that without an a/ppreciaile drawhack. 

We have thus considered the sewing machine as a healthy 
substitute for the degrading, exhausting, debilitating — may 
we not say demoralizing — needle, with its everlasting " stitch, 
stitch, stitch," and its accompaniments of poverty, misery, and 
vice. We might here leave it to the consideration of those in 
whose charge is the prevention of pauperism, the reformation 
of tlie Magdalen, the support of the widow, and the care of 
the orphan, and ask their attention to it as a reforming agent. 
This, we hear, has already been done in some places ; and some 
States — among them Massachusetts, ever foremost in works 
of education and philanthropy — have, by legislative enact- 
ment, exempted the sewing machine from attachment and sale 
for del)t. We ourselves have to look at it in one additional 
aspect, viz., as a prophylactic, as a preventive of disease, as an 
agent antagonistic to the tendency of the times, the seden- 
tary, inactive, enervated, unnmscular habits of the women of 
the world. 

We need not recall to mind the law of animal tissue, that 
it is developed by use. Physiologists toll us that the brain 
increases by use, and that it is exercise alone which makes 
the distinction in its size in families and races. The lungs of 
the runner, the player on wind instruments, etc., are thus 
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developed. The womb and breasts of the woman of any age 
who has had children, are larger than those organs of ano- 
ther of corresponding age who has been childless. The de- 
velopment of the blacksmith's arms is too well known to be 
mentioned. 

What is denominated "tone" and "tonicity" by modern 
writers — phrases equivalent to vigor — is the normal con- 
dition of organs strengthened and developed by normal ex- 
ercise. Action is invigorating — inaction, enfeebling. This 
fact is too much neglected by the physician, and in con- 
sequence, npon this platform of a partially applicable truth, 
we have an "««w" founded — the "movement cure." We 
may, perhaps beneficially, examine and appropriate the 
truth it possesses in respect to the subject of our inves- 
tigation. 

A body in vigorous health is less liable to be seized with, or 
prostrated by, disease, than a body in an atonie condition. If 
this is true of the whole frame, it is true of a portion of it, or 
of a single organ. The sewing machine overworks, that is, 
wearies and fatigues, the learner, who exerts a muscular force, 
and for a too prolonged period, sufficient to drive half a dozen 
machines. The same instrument is but a healthy stimulant to 
the muscles of the lower extremities, of those accustomed to 
its use, developing and strengthening them. But the benefit 
and increased volume of the muscles actually employed is ex- 
tended to the adjacent parts of the Irame, and the muscles 
which belong to the pelvis, the back, and which support the 
abdominal walls, are called upon to aid in the work by steady- 
ing the frame, and firmly holding the parts to which the mus- 
cles of the lower extremity are attached. The development of 
these muscles afiects all the adjacent organs. The circulations 
are carried on more regularly, the absorbents are brought to 
work more energetically, and there is a tonicity very percepti- 
ble throughout the abdominal parietes, which is a result of the 
employment of the neighboring organs. In the female we have 
as a direct result, a " tone " in the generative apparatus before 
unknown, and a direct result of normal activity. The flaccidity 
of the vaginal walls is supplanted by contractility; the relaxed 
ligaments of the uterus become tense ; the perineal muscles are 
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developed ; prolapsus uteri is iinJM)S3ible ; leocorrhoeas are ab- 
sent, because dependent upon debility, malposition, and dis- 
placements ; the secretions are normal, because the parts are 
in a normal condition. Now this is not theoretical, or at least 
is only the theory for the explanation of absolute facts which 
have conie under the observation of myself, or of those who 
were well capable to judge, and who have communicated them 
to me. They may perhaps be called \' coincideuces," but the 
pustules upon the skin are also coindences which, with others, 
make up what we denominate small- pox ; and the coincidences 
which I shall proceed to relate may be found to be as marked 
and persistent as the variola cicatrices. 

A case has been reported to me by a member of the Academy, 
of aggravated uterine disease, accompanied by prolapsus and 
leucorrhoea, which was of many years' standing, and which had 
resisted all treatment, including pessaries and other local ap- 
plications, which was cured entirely and solely by the result of 
systematic and vigorous muscular exercise, united with healthy 
diet and stimulating mountain air. Such cases are not infre- 
quent. Passive motion in a part produces a circulation of 
thcL stagnated blood, in its enlarged, congested vessels, and in 
their diseased condition is perhaps all the stimulus that they 
can .bear. Active exei-cise or motion is only compatible with 
a comparatively healthy condition of these organs. . . 

We will not seek to develop this view, but be content with 
its simple suggestion. But while the trundle-hoop, dumb- 
bells, and gymnastics generally, which have no result other 
than increased vigor of body,, are recommended as prophylac- 
tics and invigorators, either partial or general, the exercise 
required in working a sewing machine should not be disre- 
garded, especially as in addition to increased health, the pecu- 
niary returns are worthy of consideration. 

American Medical Times, 
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Diagnosis of Carcinoma Uteri. By Dr. J. Y. Simpson. 

As to the differential diagnosis of carcinoma uteri, I have 
little to say regarding it at present ; for you have not yet had 
an opportunity of being made acquainted with the other dis- 
eases with which it is liable to be confounded. But there is one 
observation which I should wish to urge upon this point ; it is 
this : that you are not entitled to diagnose the existence of 
cancer in the womb from any degree or kind of pain, bleeding, 
and offensive discharge, from which the patient may be suffer- 
ing, not even when these are combined with the pale cachectic 
look which is usually pathognomonic of the disease. All these 
local- and constitutional symptoms may be present in other 
uterine diseases beside cancer; and, in some latent cases of 
cancer, they may be found absent. You can detect it with per- 
fect certainty only by physical diagnosis. You must take a 
vaginal examination with the finger — for the speculum is here 
of little service, — and only when the sense of touch has as- 
sured you of the condition of the cervix uteri, and not till then, 
can you honestly and conscientiously pronounce upon the na- 
ture of the case. 

One morbid condition of the cervix uteri with which cancer 
of the organ may be, and often is confounded, is that which 
results from chronic inflammation in it. This causes enlarge- 
ment of the cervix and expansion of the os, attended with 
great induration ; and when ulceration sets in, and pain and 
menorrhagia are developed, the case may very readily be mis- 
taken for a case of cancer in its first stage. But here you have 
always the distinguishing characteristic to which I have al- 
ready alluded, that in chronic inflammatory induration of the 
cervix the deposit is confined to the organ itself, which remains 
loose and mobile ; whereas, in the case of cancer, the surround- 
ing tissues usually become early involved in the disease, and 
being infiltrated with the morbid deposit, make the cervix 
uteri feel firm and fixed. And when ulceration has set in, you 
will find that the ulcer which results from inflammatory 
change — though it may look very irregular, rough and ugly — 
is always on a level with the unbroken surface, or even projects 
above it, whereas the cancerous ulcer is always depressed, 
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excaratiDg^ as it were, and eating out the part in. which it has its 
seat. On6 often'sees mistakes made with regard to the diagno- 
sis of the cancer of the uterus, which are almost inconceivable, 
and which you may, in almost every case, avoid if you will ju8t 
keep your wits about you when making an examination , and use a 
little common sense — ^a most invaluable and indispensable aid 
in all kinds of diagnosis. When you feel a rough, irregular, 
excavated or anfractuous ulcer seated on a hardened base, and 
surrounded by hardened tissue in any other part of the body, 
8$ the exterior of the chest, face, or extremities, you set it down 
at once as cancer ; and when the finger applied to the os uteri 
recognizes the same condition, you need not dout>t that here, 
too, you have to deal with the same disease. Cancer. of the 
uterus used often formerly to be contbunded with simple 
polypus uteri ; and Dupuytren and other Parisian surgeons 
have recorded instances of patients being sent to them from 
the country, who had been told by their own doctors that they 
must inevitably die of their complaint, and who were com- 
pletely cured by the simple operation of the removal of the 
polypus, and were thus recovered, as it were, from the very 
brink of the grave. I have seen the same mistake frequently 
committed in our own times, and yet it is a mistake which care 
will always enable you to avoid. — Med. Times and Gametic. 



Silver Suture. — Chlorate of Poiaah in Phthisis, — Varicose 

Veins. 

Sib : — I desire, in the informal manner of a letter, to give 
my experience in this Institution in the employment of certain 
remedies, in regard to the utility of which the profession is 
not settled. 

1. Silver Suture. — In the use of the silver suture— -for the 
introduction of which we are indebted to our talented and 
accomplished friend, Dr. Sims — ^^I have had considerable 
experience. For three years past, I have used nothing else in. 
operations of every kind where sutures have been required. In 
all amputations, from that of the thigh to the fingers, I have 
almost invariably employed the silver suture alone. Its ad* 
vantages are manifold and palpable ; indeed, I can heartily 
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sabscribe to all that an enthusisastic friend has said of them, 
8o far as my experience will warrant me in saying anything at 
all. My custom is, in large amputations, to put in so many 
of them as perfectly to coaptate the flaps, and to leave them in 
as long as they subserve any useful purpose. They may be 
allowed to remain for an indefinite period without the risk of 
exciting undue inflammation, or even irritation. I have often 
left them in until after the stump had healed entirely, vdthout 
occasioning inconvenience of any kind. They always hold 
the parts in more perfect apposition than silk can do, for the 
reason that they do not appear to cause any suppuration at all. 

2. CTdorate cf Potash in Phthisis. — My experiments in 
the use of the chlorate of potash in phthisis, as employed by 
Dr. Fountain, of Iowa, have not yet been of sufficient duration 
to warrant me in speaking of it with very great confidence ; 
but I am encouraged to persevere in the use of it more and 
more daily. One patient, in the advanced stage of the disease 
in question, has been using it in ^ oz. doses, daily, for eight days. 
Before commencing this treatment, his breathing was difficult, 
and hurried, upon the slightest exertion ; his lips were livid, 
and extremities cold. He was able to' get but little sleep, owing 
to an almost constant cough ; and his appetite, never good, was 
sometimes so poor that he could take no nourishment at all for 
an entire day. His general appearance now strongly confirms 
the testimony which he gives, that he sleeps nearly all night 
undisturbed. The pain and constriction of the chest are much 
relieved, and expectoration, formerly quite profuse, has ceased 
almost entirely. His condition, in every respect, is materially 
improved. Two other patients, also in advani^ phthisis, have 
been using the article but three or four days. One of them 
speaks confidently of decided improvement, and says that he 
breathes freer, and sleeps and eats better. None of them 
complain, as yet, of any inconvenience whatever from the use 
of it. I hope to be able to test the efficacy of this article 
in the incipieiit stage of the terrible scourge in question, 
which swells our mortality list to nearly one half, and 
ev^ywhere is proverbially destructive among the men oi 
the sea. 

3. Perstjdphate cf Iron in the Treatment of Varicose Veins 
— ^The following case may not be uninteresting, as it bears tes 

8 
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timony to the excellence of an operation for the obliteration 
of varicose veins of the lower extremities, which was performed 
by my friend and colaborer, the late Dr. Isaacs, of Brooklyn. 
The subject of this operation is a sailor, forty-five years of age, 
of rather impaired constitution, who had followed the sea for 
thirty-four years. He came under our care for the treatment 
of a very unhealthy-looking ulcer, of long standing, upon the 
lower third of the tibial side of the left leg. All the superficial 
veins of the leg were very much enlarged and tortuous, espe- 
cially in the popliteal region ; one very prominent coil lying 
over the outer ham-string tendons, was of enormous caliber. 
Placing a tourniquet upon this above, and making pressure 
below so as to isolate about two inches of the vein, I threw 
into it eight drops of the persulphuret of iron, diluted with 
as much water. (Squibb.) The instrument used was the 
syringe commonly employed for injecting morphia into the 
cellular tissue. After a few minutes, the pressure was removed, 
and a hard plug remained ; the blood coagulated almost in- 
stantly. The inflammation which followed was not immoderate. 
Cooling anodyne lotions were applied, and subsequently lead 
poultices, A very slight amount of suppuration resulted, and 
the wound healed up kindly. The ulcer closed rapidly, and in 
just three weeks the limb was periectly cured. There can be 
but little doubt, I think, that this is the simplest, safeet, and by 
far the easiest method of dealing with these J^rouble&ome diffi- 
culties. Having a- case of varicocele in the house shortly after 
this operation, I determined to try the same experiment upon 
the enlarged veins of the scrotum. In this case, but four drops 
of the iron were .o^ed. Jnstant coagulation ensued. The whole 
mass of veins became involved in the tumor whidii formed, of 
about the size of an egg, and for some days he suffered some- 
what from pain shooting up along the cord. The inflamma- 
tion gradually subsided ; the tumor dwindled in size, and gave 
him no longer any pain. The hardness has now almost disap- 
peared, and the peculiar worm-like feel of the part, invariable 
in all these cases, is no longer perceptible. 

T. 0. MOFFATT, M. D. 

Seamen's Eetbeat, Staten Island, Nov. 24, 1860. 

I American Medical Times, 
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Dijphtheriay As Eegarda Its Specijic Treatment. By Wm. 
Mason Tubneb, M.D., of Petersburg, Va. 

As this dreadful malady has not yet disappeared from our 
land, but continues to rage in different sections of the country, 
indiscriminately, I deem it not amiss to spread before the pro- 
fession a plan of treatment which has proved eminently suc- 
cessful in this region. I. beg to assure my medical confreres 
that I do this without the slightest egotism ; 1 give the treat- 
ment not altogether as my own, but wholly with the idea of 
alleviating some of the ills of humanity — resultants of diph- 
theritic affections — and of adding a willing mite toward remov- 
ing the sufferings of the people. I have chosen, for good 
reasons, the American Medical Times, as a most fitting or- 
gan through which to make known the peculiar views which 
follow. 

It is not my purpose to go into the etiology, nature, origin, 
similarity in points of resemblance with other diseases, etc., of 
diphtheria. All of these points I have fully discussed, as far 
as my ability enabled me, in a recent number of the Charleston 
Medical Journal. In that article I gave a history, in epitome, 
of diphtheria from its first appearance, until some twenty-two 
months ago, in the State of New York, it again showed itself, 
a most fatal and malignant scourge. I shall not dwell here, 
then, longer than to state generally that I think the disease is 
owing to malarial infiuence, and that it is essentially a blood- 
poisoning, with a great degeneracy and breaking down of the 
vital forces — antithetical, in fact, to sthenism, which is only 
present in local inflammatory points. I deem it necessary to 
state this much in defense of my treatment; rather, I should 
say, in defense of the treatment generallj^ followed here and 
throughout Virginia. At this point, I may as well say that I 
do not now by any means agree with the views I entertained 
and expressed in the article written for the Charleston Journal. 
I refeK wholly and emphatically to the opinions I then held, 
concerning the ireatm£nt. Suffice it to say for the present, that 
I then discarded all specifics, and clung pertinaciously to gen- 
eral principles; clung so pertinaciously, in fact, and with such 
a strong faith in my remedies, that I buried several of my 
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patients before I reliDquished the old plauy and sought safety 
in specifics. To this, however, I may refer again in this 
paper. 

The treatment of diphtheria, like the treatment of most other 
diseases, is dependent on a multitude of circumstances ; on the 
condition of the patient when seen bj the physician — on his 
means for providing proper sustenance — on the attention he 
receives — on the peculiar situation in which he may be placed 
as regards wet or dry localities^-on the temperament of the 
patient — on constitutional tendencies and attributes, etc. Yet, 
speaking generally, we may materially reduce these circum- 
stantial conditions, and arrange our treatment according to the 
time we see the patient ; that is, for diphihsria in the early 
stage^ and diphtheria in the advanced etage. The treatment 
for the early stage is the same as should be employed in the 
advanced stage ; yet, owing to physical obstacles, the treat- 
ment has to be varied for the latter. When I first encountered 
diphtheria, I was led to treat it as I would have treated any 
case of ordinary angina, or any case of local and general in- 
flammation. Depletants, mercurial alteratives, leeches, blis- 
ters, caustic and compound sage gargle, constituted my treat- 
ment. There is no denying that the greater portion of my 
patients recovered ; yet, knowing what I do now concerning 
the affection, I can not attribute their restoration to health 
entirely to my remedies. Those patients, in whose treatment 
I employed mercury and local depletants, fared worse ; where 
I did not use mercury and local depletants, I did not lose a 
case. I was thus led to study more minutely the disease, and 
its train of many singular symptoms. This study convicted 
me of the error of my treatment, and solved some of those 
inexplicable terminations which I had often observed with 
astonishment in my practice. I soon determined that the dis- 
ease was ultimately asthenic^ and from this one fact, I derived 
a basis for what I consider sound treatment. 

"Without referring to this further, I will come to the subject 
in hand. When I am called to a patient with diphtheria, I 
immediately put that patient, anemic or plethoric^ on tonic 
treatment — ^tonic, both so far as regards medicines and nutri 
ment. It matters not what may be the contra-indicating symp- 
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toms, I always direct tonics ; even, in fact, if the pulse is 125 
to the minute. My success bears out the treatment. At the 
same time, I institute the disinfectant or chlorine treatment. 
With these combined, alone — the tonics and the disinfectants — 
and without the aid of caustic and washes, I am almost confi- 
dent of success. I do not mean to say by this, that I ignore 
gargles; far from it; in conjunction with the internal tonic 
and disinfectant treatment, I always employ gargles, and gar- 
gles of a disinfectant nature. I studiously avoid probangs ; I 
look upon them as instruments of torture and of death. I 
know I have seen cases which have died from the constant 
mopping to which the throat was subjected. Mopping has 
only one effect — that of stimulating the surfaces, causing them 
to throw out the false membranes more vigorously than ever. 
I have used the probang and the different washes, caustic and 
stimulant, and never experiencing any success from their em- 
ployment, I now discard them altogether. When the diph- 
theritic membrane is confined to the local region, hard and 
soft palate, and lips, I often employ, by direct application, 
equal parts of ol. olivae and spir. terebinth. ; I never scrub 
the parts, however, with the liniment. I give explicit di- 
rections that it shall be applied with a soft rag^ and touched 
very gently. 

Under the head of tonics, I use quinia and iron chiefly. I 
prefer the tinct. ferri muriat. much above all other tonics. In 
more advanced stages, where deglutition is impossible, I em- 
ploy nutritive enemata, to which I add a large proportion of 
sulph. quinise. Under the head of disinfectants, I give potass, 
chlorat. chiefly and almost wholly. I have employed, with 
decided advantage, sulph. quinisa and chlorate of potass., 
jointly, in powder. But a more favorite mode of combination 
with me is to order a solution of potass, chlorat., and give with 
it the tinct. ferri muriat. in doses to suit adult, boyhood, or in- 
fantile age. As a gargle, I like none better than the following : — 

R.— Potass. Chlorat. 3 iss. 

Tinct. Myrrh, Mel., Boracis, aa 3 ss. 
Hydrochlor. Acid, dilut. gtt. xv. 
AqusB font. 3 iv. 
M. — S. Use often. 
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Or simply, 

R. — ^Labarraque's solution, 3y. 
Aquse purse, 3 viij. 
M. — S. Use often. 

I generally direct a flannel rag, saturated with ol. terebinth., 
to be placed around the neck. With all of this treatment, a 
highly nutritious diet is almost indispensable — oysters, broths, 
beef, mutton, and chicken teas, port- wine, good brandy, etc. 
A proper attention should also be given to the primo^ vios, I 
never administer emetics, save in the very earliest stages. For 
more advanced cases, the same treatment is applicable, and 
when the oesophagus is no longer able to perform its office, the 
medicines and diet, substantially as directed £ibove, must be 
exhibited by the rectum. The gargle, made with Labarraque's 
solution and water, in such cases, can be syringed with advan- 
tage into the nasal cavities, and into the mouth and throat. 
The entire treatment may be thus concisely summed up : — 
Tonic and disinfectant (the latter internally and topically), 
all combined with rich diet. Best tonics — sulph. quinise and 
tinct. ferri muriat. Best disinfectants — potass, chlor. and acid 
hydrochlor. dilut. Best local disinfectant, in form of gargle — 
Labarraque's solution et aqua pura, or any gargle in which, 
with other ingredients, a disinfectant bears a large proportion. 

Such is the treatment which we usually follow here. Such 
is our reliance on it, that in nine out of ten causes of dipTi- 
theria^ we consider the prognosis as favorable. With the 
hope that some of our medical brethren, especially at the 
North (for it is in substance adopted in the South), will give 
this treatment a fair trial, I lay it, with all due respect, before 
the profession at large. — Amer. Med. Times. 
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PUBLISHING MEDICAL JOUENALS. 

We have come to the conclusion, that many readers of Medi- 
cal Journals think that every publisher is a rich man, and has 
adopted that method of spending his money ; and it is as much 
as they can afibrd to simply read his journal ; as to pay, the 
publisher may do without his dues. Allow us to say to the 
readers of the Eclectic Medical Journal, that if any of you 
have formed any such opinion in regard to its publisher, that 
you are much mistaken ; and if you wish to read the Journal, 
yon must pay for it. 

If we had been blessed with a fortune — ^by entailment, or 
had made one out of twenty years' hard labor in the profes- 
sion — we could, and perhaps would be willing to supply all 
our medical friends with reading matter in the form of a jour- 
nal ; but as such is not the case, we shall have to call for 
'' material aid " from all who wish the Journal continued. We 
had to cut off four hundred of our old subscribers at the close 
of the volume for 1860, Cause, — did not pay up. 

All who receive this number, and wish the Journal continued 
to them, must remit at least half the subsci'iption for the year 5 
before the issue of the March number, for, hereafter, it will be 
sent only to those who comply with this request. Such of our 
old friends as have paid up, will please accept our thanks, and 
such as have not done 90, we hope to hear from soon. 

B. S. Newton, 
Editor and Publisher. 
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SPKING SESSION OF THE ECLECTIC MEDICAL IN- 

STITUTE FOE 1861. 

This session will commence on Monday, the 11th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1861 ; and from every indication, the class will I,be as 
large as nsnal for Spring sessions. 

This term embraces the very finest season of the year for 
study. Every facility for study will be abundantly supplied. 
Many of the young men who have attended lectures in the In- 
stitute both winter and spring, have said that the spring term 
is the better one for the student. 

Tickets, $85 ; Graduation, $25. k. 



CLINICAL EEPOETS. 

Our next number will contain several pages of Clinical mat- 
ter — being some of the cases treated during the Winter Ses- 
sion, in the Clinical department of the Institute. n. 



THE HEALTH OF CINCINNATI. 

At no time, for years, has our city been more healthy than 
now. The usual diseases of the season are less, and more 
manageable, than formerly. We yet have an occasional case of 
Diphtheria, but it is now very easily treated, and readily yields 
to the remedies heretofore published in this journal, k. 



OHIO MEDICAL COLLEGE AND THE CITY COUNCIL. 

At a late meeting, the City Council adopted a resolution, 
unanimously, to have the Ohio Medical College, and the Com- 
mercial Hospital, divorced. The city is determined that this 
shall be done, or the new Hospital shall not be built. This is 
a right move in the right direction, and when accomplished, 
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will be the breaking up of the very worst monopoly ever im- 
posed upon any class of men. The "Old Bear" will have to 
give another growl. n. 



SYPHILIS CURED WITH AND WITHOUT MERCURY. 

In five years, there were admitted into the Hospitals of Swe- 
den, 16,985 persons, laboring under syphilis; 6,707 were 
treated without paercury ; out of which number only i^ per 
cent, of relapses occurred ; while of the 10.728 treated with 
mercury, there was 14 per cent, of relapses. Facts speak 
louder than words. 

The old school of practitioners, and all favorable to the use 
of mercurials in this disease, introduce into the human system 
a poison more malignant than syphilis itself; and he who has 
had his system saturated with mercury in connection with this 
disease, is in a tenfold worse condition than if he suffered alone 
with syphilis. This whole system of practice in the treatment 
of this, as well as other diseases, should be prohibited ; for a 
man, although he be a graduate of a medical college, has no 
more right, either legally or morally, to destroy the whole bony 
system, the teeth, the gums, the cheek, and other portions of 
the body, with his calomel than he has with his knife. If one 
maims or destroys his fellow man in anger, or with intent, he 
is sent to the state prison, and properly so ; while the mur- 
derer, under the disguise of a professional cloak, is allowed to 
go over the land, and with his poisonous drugs, kill by the 
score, and none dare hinder or molest him. 

Our system of medication does not only cure this, but all 
other diseases, without mercury. 

Syphilis is a dangerous disease under all circumstances, and 
especially go when treated with mercury, for it will dry up the 
disease for a time and render it, to all outward appearances, 
cured ; the party marries, when he finds, to his astonishment, 
that his system is still under the influence of this disease, 
causing trouble in every possible manner. One who is treated 
with mercurials never knows when he is cured ; while those 
cured without mercury scarcely ever have to be treated a second 
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time ; nor do we feel it, as in the other case, affecting the of:- 
spring, or returning in some other form. 

A person with this disease, should lay up and give the treat- 
ment his entire attention. 

A person should, in no case, discontinue the use of medicine 
for months, although it may not be actually necessary ; yet, 
when we know that the medicine used by our' school of practi- 
tioners will not, in any. case, or under any circumstances, pro- 
duce any disorganization of the tissues, it would be better to 
use them even longer than necessary, than to stop too soon and 
leave the disease in the system. n. 



TO ECLECTIC PHYSICIANS. 

The indications for a still greater demand for good Eclectic 
Physicians, in various parts of the country, are favorable. We 
have been requested, by one of the leading citizens of Men- 
dota, Lasalle county, Illinois, to try to induce an Eclectic to lo- 
cate in tha^t city. It has a population of three thousand- — is 
pleasantly situated, with several railroads, and every other 
facility and comfort. At this time, there is not an Eclectic 
Physician in the place. n. 

Fbanklin GfiovE, Lee Co., HI., 
December 31, 1860. 
Dear Sir : — Can't you send a good Eclectic Physican and 
Surgeon out here ? I am one of the ** Old School " type, but 
am, as I think, rather Eclectic, and would like an able partner, 
of the genuine stamp, for I see the people want it — that is, a 
great many of them. 

The location is a good one-^there is no doubt of that — and 
I would be happy to meet any one that you recc»mmend. 

Very respectfully yours, G. B. Chbisty. 



COD-LIVER OIL. 

This great " regular medical panacea " has run its race, and 
been found to be one of the great humbugs brought into use by 
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the medical profession, and by them sustained, no doubt, for 
the purpose of covering up their many failures. It has been 
tried in the balances of experience^ and found wanting in those 
qualities which, at it^ introduction, were said to constitute its 
great virtue as a remedial agent. Its glory has departed. 

N. 



CONCENTRATED TINCTURES. 

I have been furnished by T. O. Thorp, during the last year, ' 
with what might be termed Concentrated TtTJC^wr^^, and which 
have proven so desirable that I wish to bring them to the no- 
tice of the profession. 

In the manufacture of these, the object has been to hold as 
large an amount of the medicinal principles of an agent in 
solution as possible. A very convenient method of adminis- 
tering remedies is, to add to a tumbler of water such an amount 
of a tincture, that the dose will be a teaspoonfuU. This is not 
only convenient, but it is also the best way to administer such 
medicines, as the remedy is properly diluted, is more readily 
absorbed ; and there is no danger of a mistake being made in 
a dose. Thus, in giving Tinct. Yeratrum or Aconite, I add 
3j. to 3 vj. of Water; the dose of which, for an adult, would 
be a teaspoonfuU, every half hour or hour. In using the reme- 
dies in this way, tho irritation of the stomach is produced ; 
the action of the remedy is continuous and equable ; no dangor 
of giving too large a quantity, and the entire avoidance of the 
exceedingly unpleasant effects that sometimes follow their 
common use. 

Concentrated Tincture Lohelia, — Medium dose, gtt. v. 3 ss., 
will produce emesis* In angina jpectorisy 3 ss. to 3 j., arrests 
the paroxysms, as it does likewise in neuralgia of heart, and 
pleuralgia. In acute diseases of the respiratory organs in chil- 
dren, Tinct. Lobelia, 3 ss.; Tinct. Asclepias, 3 ij.; Tinct. Ve- 
ratrum, gtt. x.; Water, J i^., sweetened with sugar, forms a 
very eflScient and sedative expectorant, and is very readily 
compounded, and is quite pleasant to the taste. Increase the 
quantity of the tinctures, and it is equally valuable for the 
adult. 
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Concentrated Tincture MacTotys\ — Medium dose, gtt. x. I 
have obtained much benefit from this agent, combined with the 
special sedatives, in febrile and inflammatory diseases, where 
there was much irritability of the nervous system ; a dry, con- 
stricted skin, and scanty urinary secretion. I will give but one 
combination, for acute inflammatory rheumatism. To 3 vj. of 
Water, add Tinct. Macrotys, 3 iij.; Tinct. Veratrum, 3 ss. 
to 3j.; Acetate of Potassa, 3 iij.; Morphia Sulphas, gr. ij. 
Dose — a teaspoonfuU, every hour, with other adjunct means. 

I specify these two agents, and combinations, merely to show 
their availability when the practitioner dispenses his own medi- 
cines. All the prominent articles of the Materia Medica can 
be prepared in this way. s. 



A SUBSTITUTE FOR OPIUM. 

Of the many causes of infantile mortality, there is no single 
one that is chargeable with more deaths, than Opium, in its 
different forms of Godfrey's Cordial, Bateman's Drops, Pare- 
goric, Soothing Syrups, etc., used to relieve pain and produce 
sleep. We can not throw all the blame on mothers. A weary 
life do a majority of mothers live ; in addition to the numerous 
household cares, suflicient to exhaust her strength and endur- 
ance, there is added the restless, uneasy, crying child ; not 
only restless during the day, but also at night, preventing that 
sound sleep which is so much needed by her weary body and 
mind. How strong the inducement, in such cases, to use what 
appears to be a simple innocuous preparation, which will give 
ease to the child and rest to the mother. 

The restlessness of the child, in many such cases, arises irom 
irritation of the primsB vise ; or, in some cases — to use a popu- 
lar expression — ^it is mere nervousness, an irritable condition 
of the nervous system. In these cases, I direct — 

B. — ^Tinct. Lavandula Com., 3 ss. 
Tinct. Lobelia, 3 ij. 
Simple Syrup, 3 ij. 

2>o«0.«— For a child six months old, 3 ss., as often as neces- 
sary. 
For infantile colic, it has no superior. s. 
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BOOK AND JOURNAL NOTICES. 

CONCENTBATED ObGANIO MeDICINES: BEING A PbACTICAL EX- 
POSITION OF THE ThEEAPEUTIO PbOPEETIES AND ClINICAL 

Employment of the Combined Peoximate Medicinal 
Constituents of Indigenous and Foeeign Plants. To 
which is added a Brief History of Crude Organic Kemedies, 
Constituents of Plants, Concentrated Medicines, Officinal 
Preparations, etc. By Geover Coe, M.D. Second Edition, 
New York : Published by B. Keith & Co., 41 Liberty Street. 
Pages 446. Price, $1.00. 

Contents. — Pabt I. — Chapter I. — Crude Organic Reme- 
dies. — Objections to their use— Frequently inert — Facts of 
analysis — Influence of soil, climate, cultivation, kiln-drying, etc. 

Chapter II. — Constituents of Plants, — Acids — Alkiloids — 
Indifferent or neutral substances — Cellulose — Xylogen — Cutic- 
ular or cork substance — Protein — Amylum — Dextrine — Sugars 
— Pectin — Gum — Mucilage — ^Viscin — Inorganic elements — 
Fixed Oils — Wax — ^Volatile oils — Camphors — Resins — Oleo- 
Resins — Gum-Resins — Resinoids — Caoutchouc — Coloring 
matters — Extractive substances or neutrals — Humus — Apo- 
theme — ^Fermentation — ^Decomposition— Putrefaction — Amyg- 
dalin — ^Emulsin, etc. 

Chaptee in. — Concentrated Medicines. — Officinal prepara- 
tions — ^Infusions — Decoctions — ^Extracts — Aqueous, Alcoholic, 
Hydro-alcoholic, Inspissated, Fluid, etc, — their liability to de- 
composition — of variable strength — frequently inert, etc. — 
Concentrated Medicines Proper — their advantage — uniform 
and definite in strength — not liable to change — methods of ad- 
ministration, etc. 

Pabt H. — Concentrated Medicines Projper, — ^Their thera- 
peutic and clinical history — Senecin — Asclepin — Gelsemin — 
Macrotin — ^Ampelopsin — Geranin — Populin — Cypripedin — 
Chimaphilin — Dioscorein — Chelonin — Helonin — ^Leptandrin — 
Digitalin — ^Rhusin — Baptisin — Podophyllin — ^Myricin — Euo- 
nymin — Alnuin— Viburnin — ^Cornin — Rumin — Caulophyllin — 
Jalapin — Phytolacin — Hyoscyamin — Stillingin — Lupulin — 
Veratrin — Eupatorin Perfo. — Eupatorin Purpu. — Corydalin — 
Juglandin — ^Trilliin — Scutellarin— Apocynin — ^Irisin — ^Hydras- 
tin— Hamamelin—Euphorbin — ^Lycopin— Fraserin — Xanthoxy- 
lin — ^Aconitin — ^Colocynthin — Rhein — Atropin — ^Baptisin, etc. 
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Following each of the concentrated medicines proper, is a 
complete treatise, giving all the usual applications, and the 
diseases for which they are administered. 

We make the following extracts from the Preface to the 
Second Edition : 

'' The urgent demands of the profession rendering a second 
edition of the present volume necessary, the author avails him- 
self of the opportunity to X3xpres8 his sincere acknowledgements 
for the favor with which his feeble attempt to elevate the stan- 
dard of Materia Medica has been received. Progression is the 
order of the day, and in no department of medical science is 
its operations more manifest than in that of therapeutics. The 
writer hopes to see, at no distant day, the formation of an in- 
digenous Materia. Medica, competent for the wants of all, and 
at once the pride and glory of our common country. 

"To the present volume has been added the history of sev- 
eral agents not unknown to the profession, but for the first time 
presented in their present form. The characteristic difference 
is the same as that of the other concentrated preparations 
described in this work, namely, the isolation of the several 
active constituents resident in each plant. Their clinical his- 
tory has been drawn from competent sources, upon which the 
writer has been compelled to rely in the absence of satisfactory 
personal observation. The authority, however, is as much 
entitled to credence as would be the vouching of the author's 
own experience. 

" This addition has been made in the form of addenda, with 
a view to an ultimate revision of the entire work, together 
with the rendition of whatever valuable original information 
upon the subject of organic remedies, may have been at such 
time developed. The writer is well aware that such revision 
is much needed, and trusts that his life and health may be 
spared to the completion of his ultimate design, 

"A word in reference to the doses of the concentrated reme- 
dies. Complaints have reached the author that, of some of the 
preparati(M3s, the doses indicated were too large, as of the Gel- 
semin, for instance. In the course of the work, the writer fre- 
quently referred to the fact, that the doses named were sueh as 
he employed in the locality where he then resided, and that 
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while the properties of the remedies would remain the same 
under all circumstances, the judgment of the practitioner 
must decide the propriety of quantity^ repetition^ and con- 
tinuance. * * * * * * * *' 

"The properties and employment of a remedy being given, 
it remains for the practitioner to graduate the dose. This can 
never be stated with such precision as to meet the necessities 
of every case, but only approximatively ; time, circumstance, 
and idiosyncrasy forming the standard by which to judge. 

Again this little volume is committed to the profession, with 
the assurance that the author holds himself strictly responsible 
for whatever of error as well as of truth may be incorporated 
in its pages, frankly inviting clinical criticism of all he may 
have said in relation to the properties and employment of the 
remedies considered. None ai*e claimed to be specifics in the 
cure of disease, but all are claimed to possess ^ecific proper- 
ties^ manifested, however, not uniformly, but in specific condi- 
tions. The condition ascertained, and adaptation of a suitable 
remedy being had, a manifestation of its specific powers may 
reasonably be expected. 

''That those of the profession into whose hands this volume 
may fall, will receive and test the opinions and statements put 
forth by the author, and render their verdict in the same spirit 
in which it was indicted, is the wish of 

" Their obedient servant, Grover Coe." 

This is the only complete work ever published, exclusively 
upon this subject, and is an embodiment of all that is known 
upon the subject, as far as published. 

This form of medicine is more extensively used, at this time, 
by the Eclectic Physicians than any other. Our old-school 
friends are also using them extensively. Wo advise every 
medical man, who wishes to keep himself up to the times, in 
his profession, to procure a copy of this work. 

We have to regret that Dr. Coe was not spared to carry out 
his original plan for future editions, and further improvements, 
in this special field of labor, for which his qualifications and 
taste were so peculiarly adapted. n. 
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EDITOKIAL ABSTRACTS AND CLIPPINGS. 

Injections of Iodine into iJie Tract of FistulcB in Ano, — 
Many patients refuse the knife in this complaint. Hence many 
contrivances have been devised ; amongst which Mr. Luke's 
instrument for gradually cutting through the parts by means 
of a thread and rack has been found very useful. No means 
but the knife, or such substitutes as Mr. Luke's instrument, can 
be of any avail when the tract has become callous and insen- 
sible to stimulating or caustic injections ; but, in recent cases, 
various injections have proven of great service. Of late, pure 
tincture of iodine has been tried ; and we find several success- 
ful cases related in ' L'Union Medicale' of the 26th ult., by M. 
Henry, assistant to M. Bonnafont, at the Infirmary of the In- 
valides (the analogue to our Chelsea Hospital) in Paris. To 
prevent the injections irritating the rectum, M. Bonnafont 
places a tent in the bowel, reaching about an inch above the 
intestinal orifice of the fistula. This tent is also very useful in 
respect of diagnosis, when we are in doubt whether the fistula 
is blind or complete. Put the tent into the rectum pretty high 
up, and inject iodine ; if it comes out unstained, the fistula is 
blind ; if stained, it is complete. — Lancet. 



Severe Prolapsus Ani ; Sloughing of the Mass ; Cure. — ^In 
old prolapse of the rectum, where considerable hypertrophy 
and induration of the protruded part have occurred, it is com- 
monly necessary, when great inconvenience arises, and the 
return is not to be efiectcd by supine posture, cold applications, 
and equal pressure, thnt the prolapsed part be cut ofT at the 
base, or treated with niiric acid. In a case of severe prolap- 
sus of the rectum admitted into St. Mary's Hospital, under the 
care of Mr. Coulson, any such proceeding was superseded by 
the operation of nature. The patient, an old man of sixty-two, 
was the subject of an old prolapse which had been irreducible, . 
and was very painful during the week prior to his admission. 
When admitted, it existed as a circular tumor, turgid, hard, 
and inflamed, of the size of a small orange. It was uncom- 
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plicated with hemorrhoids ; and there was no retention of urine. 
The patient suffered considerable dragging; pain, and defeca- 
tion was highly inconvenient. Emollient applications, laxative 
medicine, and the supine position were employed to relieve his 
pain. Sloughing of the tumor, however, quickly ensued afker 
his admission, and in the ccmrse of a week the whole plug of 
membrane sloughed away, and a complete and spontaneous 
cure took place. The cure in such a case results from a pre- 
cisely similar process to that which the surgeon imitatively ex- 
cites by the employment of the ligature. Artificial strangula- 
tion of the base of a hemorrhoidal tumor has, however, this 
advantage for the patient over the natural process seen in the 
above case, that in the latter instance the strangnlatioa is 
necessarily preceded by a considerable amount of inflammation 
and engorgement, which are productive of great pain and suf- 
fering during the preliminary stages. — Lanoet. 



On a Convenient Instrument for Eatamining the BoBe of 
the Tongue. By P. 0. PaioE, Esq., M. B. C. S., Surgeon to the 
Great Northern Hospital. — In cases of disease of the bane of 
the tongue and parts immediaiiely in relation with the epiglot- 
tis, much difiBeulty is often experienced in endeavoring to ob- 
tain a clear view of the parts involved, while it is often im- 
possible even to catch a glimpse of the morbid condition. 
When such is the case, the surgeon is compelled to remain 
content with the conclusion at which he may arrive by the 
symptoms exhibited. To facilitate the examination of the up- 
per part of the throat, I am in the habit of using a little in- 
strument, which consists of a small disc of hard steel, very 
highly polished, and attached to a slender rod of soft, bendable 
metal, by means of a ball-and-socket or a screw joint, which 
gives great freedom of movement, and allows the plate of 
metal to be placed at any angle with its stem. The [^lished 
disc acts as a mirror of the first class, and when raised somewhat 
above the temperature of the breath (by being dipped into hot 
water), enables the surgeon to detect at the base of the tongue, 
and about the epiglottis, such morbid conditions as excoria- 
tions, ulcerati(m8, small tumors, etc. 
4 
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This simple contrivaDce was made for me by Mr. Matthews, 
of Portugal-street, and is much used, I belieye, on the conti- 
nent. In two instances of syphilitic alceration of the throat, 
lately under my care in the Great Northern Hospital, it proved 
of considerable advantage ; and its general utility wiU, I have but 
little doubt, be duly appreciated on many occasions. — Lancet. 



On Quinto or Sough Quinine. By M. Batka. — A sub- 
stance is known in the Brazils under the name of quinio, which 
is extracted from the fresh bark of the cinchona by lime, and 
then from the lime by alcohol. It is very rich in quinine, and 
it is only necessary to boil it with dilute sulphuric acid to ob- 
tain an abundant crystallization of pure sulphate of quinine. 
Quinio is a yellow body of a resinous appearance and of a bit- 
ter taste. It is insoluble in cold, and but slightly soluble in 
boiling water. It is very soluble in alcohol and ether, sepa- 
rating partially from the latter by exposure to the sun. Water 
precipitates the alcoholic solution. It is almost entirely solu- 
ble in weak sulphuric acid, from which soda precipitates it of 
a dirty white color, the precipitate assuming the appearance 
of a resin. A beautiful white sulphate, however, may be pre- 
pared from it. Quinio is free from cellulose ; when heated it 
gives off an odor something like cinaamine, and burnt, leaves 
a light residue of carbonate of lime. It resembles a good deal 
the qniniodino of Liebig, but is much purer than quiniodinc 
of commerce. — Dublin Soyntal Gazette (Braithwaiie.) 



Scooping of Bone Substituted for Resection or Amputa- 
tion. — M. Sedillot, of Strasburg, has, for the last two years, 
seized every opportunity, in cases of diseased bone, of scoop- 
ing out the affected parts, and leaving the cortical portion, 
rather than have recourse to resection or amputation. In 
April, 1858, he brought this mode of operating before the 
Academy of Sciences at Paris, and then stated that he was led 
to adopt the method from observing the remarkable osteogenic 
powers of the periosteum, pointed out by M. Flourens and M- 
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Oilier. Instead, however, of dissecting the periosteum from 
the bojae, and removing the latter, (a proceeding which offers 
some difficulty), M. Sedillot leaves the whole cortical portion 
of the bone, as above stated, and removes the carions parts. 

On the 31st of October last, the author brought before'the 
same Academy an account of the cases operated upon in that 
manner. Ten patients recovered, and three died. Apaong 
the former, M. Sedillot mentions the case of a young girl, in 
whom he had scooped out the lower third of the femur and the 
condyles ; she now walks very well. Another case is that of a 
young, man suffering from caries of the lower part of the left 
tibia ; the scooping hero included the whole of the articular 
extremity, and the inside of the melleolus : the patient now 
works hard, and can walk fifteen or sixteen miles. The fatal 
cases may not be charged to the operation ; one died oi epi- 
demic sloughing phagedena six weeks after the scooping, and 
the others several months after submitting to operative proce* 
dures. M. Marmy, of Lyons, and M. Ehrman, a military sur- 
geon in Algeria, have both sent to the author a successful case 
of this operation. 

If we are not much mistaken, M. Sedillot's operation has 
much analogy to the gouging in caries so often successfully 
practiced in the hospitals of this metropolis. But a real im- 
provement in the operation of resection of joints is, the careful 
preservation of as much periosteum from the extremity of the 
articular surfaces some distance up the shafts as has not been 
destroyed by the progress of disease. This should be borne in 
mind by those surgeons who frequently perform resection of 
joints ; nor are the practical proofs of the utility of these pre- 
cautions wanting. M. Verneuil, of Paris, for instance, has 
placed several cases of resection of the elbow before the 
Academy of Sciences, and shows that, by dissecting very care- 
ftilly whatever periosteum is left, he had, by regeneration of 
bone, in one of his case&, only two inches' shortening, after 
having removed altogether four inches of osseous texture from 
the humerus, radius, and ulna. In another case, M. Yerneuil 
was able to leave a regular cylinder of periosteum at the lower 
extremity of the shaft of the humerus ; and in this instance, 
also, the results were extremely satisfactory. — Braithwaite. 
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Foroible Flem/n in AneAyloais. — Since the attention of the 
profession has been drawn to the subject of the treatment of 
false anchjlosis by forcible rapture of the uniting medium, 
through the labors of Mr. Brodhurst in this interesting field 
of research, we have noticed very many attempts to treat such 
oases at the different hospitals, and mostly with success, when 
the union has not been osseous. Sereral examples of the kind 
have been recorded in our 'Mirror.' Two lately occurred at 
St. Qeorge's Hospital, in which this plan of treatment has been 
followed by the most satisfactory results. The first was a boy 
who had broken off the outer condyle of his right arm four 
months ago. This united, with the arm remaining in a faulty 
position from a false anchylosis; pronation and supination were 
perfect, but a stiff joint remained. Under chloroform, Mr. 
Cffisar Hawkins readily broke up the uniting medium, and the 
fullest flexion and extension were obtained, and this has con- 
tinued without an untoward symptom. The other case was 
that of a woman aged fifty-five years, who fell on her hand 
three months and a half ago, fractured the lower part of the 
radius, and injured the elbowj partially dislocating the ulna 
backward. The result was union of the fracture and anchylosis 
of the elbow-joint, without the slightest motion, the arm being, 
moreover, almost straight, and to all intents useless. She was 
seen by Mr. Prescott Hewett three weeks before admission, and 
it seemed a case suitable for forcible flexion. She was given 
chlordform, on the 12tii of November, and on firmly laying 
hold of the forearm, Mr. Hewett readily broke up the adhe- 
sions, and flexed the arm with the greatest ease, restoring the 
normal position, without being accompanied by the slightest 
rigidity. This patient is now doing remarkably well. 

The success which has attended this plan of treatment in 
various other joints beside the elbow, in the hands of Mr. Brod- 
hurst and numerous other surgeons, entitles it to every con- 
sideration . — Lancet . 



On the Influence cf the Nerves on the Action of the Heart, 
By John Cockle, M. D., Physician to the Royal Free Hos- 
pital, etc. — The exact influence of the par vagum tipon the 
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heart is still ? vexed question, although the accurate experi- 
ments of Edward Weber have never yet been challenged. He 
clearly proved that electro-galvanization of these nerves 
retarded the heart's beat, and prolonged the period of diastole ; 
while, on the other hand, their section was followed by marked 
acceleration of the pulsations ; so that, as Ludwig has re- 
marked, the eighth nerve holds the balance of the heart's con- 
tractions. It is, in other words, the moderator nerve of the 
heart. But while admitting these experiments, what different 
conclusions may be drawn, if Dr. Brown -Sequard prove to be 
correct ? This physiologist maintains that the par vagum is 
the true vasomotor nerve of the coronary arteries, and that its 
irritation causes contraction of these vessels, and thus, by pre- 
venting the passage of the blood into the cardiac tissue, dimin- 
ishes the frequency of, and eventually suspends, the heart's 
heat ; while, on the other hand, their section, by allowing the 
coronary arteries to become over-filled with blood, excites the 
heart to preternatural pulsation. -Still there are residual phe- 
nomena that do not admit of such a physiological solution. 
Take, for example, the palpitating heart of a chlorotic girl, 
beating for days at the rate of 120 or more per minute ; then 
compare this condition with that of some cases of marked fatty 
degeneration of the cardiac muscle, where the heart's beat is 
lowered to 20 per minute ; and who is to say, with the au- 
thority that should entitle him to credit, what part is in such 
cases due to the nerves, on the one hand, and tp the impover- 
ished blood and to the degenerated tissue, on the other? Look 
at the dilemma we should fall into, for example, if the action 
of the heart, in ansemia, were considered as dependent upon the 
motor nerves. In accordance with experiment, if the par vagum 
were irritated the standard of pulsation should be lowered, not 
raised ; or, if the accelerated pulsation were referred to the 
central ganglia, why then the par vagum does not in reality 
hold the balance. 

The explanation of the mediate influence of the sympathetic 
nerve upon the heart is still more obscure. It is fumiliar knowl- 
edge that teenia in the intestine can greatly derange the heart's 
rythm and rate of speed, but the exact quo modo is still open 
to conjecture. — Lancet. 
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On the Treatment of Coma on the Sole of the Foot. By 
Holmes Cootb, Esq., F. R. C. S. — I have lately had under my 
care some cases illustrating the nature of this painful affection 
and its treatment. It may be necessary to remark, that corns are 
technically termed " clavi," from a fancied resemblance to the 
head of a nail ; but most persons know that they consist of 
thickened epithelium or cuticle, and that a small bursa is some- 
times found between them and the subjacent parts. They pro- 
ceed entirely from undue pressure ; hence they appear on what- 
ever parts of the feet a pair of badly-fitting boots or shoes 
press unequally or unpleasantly. The remedy is simple, and 
consists in the person so affected wearing boots with a sole as 
wide as the sole of the foot, of ample length, square at the toes, 
and with the upper leather soil and moderately loose. But this 
advice is rarely followed, fashion exerting a more powerful in- 
fluence than good sense. 

There is, however, a form of corn which is found on the sole 
of the foot, the pain attending which is so great that patients 
are at times unable either to walk or stand. Mr. Erichsen 
notices it in his work on surgery. " It is usually of small size 
and round in shape, the neighboring cuticle being always thick- 
ened and hardened. It is extremely sensitive to the touch, the 
patient shrinking when it is pressed upon, as if an exposed 
nerve had been injured. On slicing it down with a scalpel, it 
will be found to be composed of soft, tough, and white epider- 
mis, arranged in tufts or small columns, in the center of each 
of which a minute black dot is perceptible. Each tuft appears 
to be an elongated and thickened papilla, and the black spot is 
a small point of coagulated blood which has been effused into 
it. Around the depressions in which each of these corns is 
seated, the hardened cuticle forms a kind of wall." — ^p. 439. 

I have known ulceration to occur in this morbid structure, 
when a deep and foul sore, excessively sentitive, is formed. It 
may be healed by rest, but it recurs when the patient resumes 
the usual habits. 

Now the cause of these corns will generally be found to pro- 
ceed from a tense condition of some of the important tendons, 
that most frequently affected being the tendo-Achillis. When 
it is so contracted, the foot can not be raised beyond a right 
angle ; and it follows that the weight of the body is unduly 
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thrown on the fore part of the sole of the foot, where the corn 
speedily forms. The contraction of the tendon may be so slight 
as to need careful examination for its detection ; but so long as 
it exists the canse of the corn remains, and it will be found that 
any other measure less than the division of the tendon will be 
only palliative. The subcutaneous division of the tendon, its 
elongation, and the restoration of the foot to its normal bear- 
ings must be conducted on the usual principles of orthopssdic 
surgery. The practice has been adopted many years at the 
Orthopaedic Hospital ; but it is not so generally known as, in 
my opinion, is desirable. — Lancet. 



Extraordinary Tenacity of Persons Determined not to 
Die. — Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, in his famous paper on 
Physicians, tells the following stories of persons who wouldn't 
die when they " were expected to." He says : 

" I have doomed people, and seen others doom them over 
and over again, on the strength of physical signs, and they 
have lived in thi most contumacious and scientifically unjusti- 
fiable manner as long as they lived, and are living still. I see 
two men in the street very often, who were both as good as dead 
in the opinion of all who saw them in the extremity. People 
will insist on living sometimes, though manifestly moribund. 
In Elder's Life of Dr. Kane, you will find a story of this sort, 
told by Dr. Kane himself. The captain of a ship was dying 
with scurvy, but the crew mutinied, and he gave up dying for 
the present to take care of them. 

" An old lady in this city, near her end, got a little vexed 
about a proposed change in her will, ordered a coach, was 
driven twenty miles to the house of a relative, and lived four 
years longer. 

" Cotton Mather tells some good stories which he picked up 
in his experience, or out of his books, showing the unstable 
equilibrium of prognosis. Simon Stone was shot in nine places 
and as he lay for dead the Indians made two hacks with a 
hatchet to cut his head off. He got well, however, and was a 
lusty fellow in Cotton Mather's time. 

^^ Jabez Musgi*ave was shot with a bullet that went in his 
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ear and tame out of an eye on the other side. A couple of 
bullets went through his body, also. Jabez got well, however, 
and lived many years. Per contra^ Ool. Eossiter, cracking a 
plum-stone with his teeth, broke his tooth, and lost his life. 
We have seen physicians dying, like Spigellus, from a scratch ; 
and a man who had a crow-bar shot thi*ough his head is alive 
and well. These extreme cases are warnings. 

^^ Capt. Daniel Greene, an old sea-captain, who died in Ma- 
rietta, a year or two since, had a scar about the size of a ten- 
cent piece, plainly to be seen, on each side of his face, caused 
by a bullet shot through his head, a little front of his ears, 
many years before his death, as we have heard, in an engage- 
ment of his vessel with pirates. 

*' The writer hereof once knew a girl to slide from hay in the 
upper part of a stable, upon a cart-stake, which was sharp at 
the top, and which entered the lower part of her body and 
passed out between two of her ribs. Her father took the stake 
out of the cart, with his little daughter thus pierced through 
by it, laid her on the stable-floor, and pulled the stake out of 
her body. The same little girl is yet living, and now a mar- 
ried woman. i^ 



Extraordinary Maternal Precocity — A Girl becomes a 
Mother before Her Eleventh Year, — Among the illegiiiate 
births in Massachusetts in the year 1S58, one case is worthy of 
special notice, in consequence of the extreme youth of the 

mother. Elizabeth D was born of native parents, in the 

alms-house at Taunton, May 24, 1847, and at the same place 
she became the mother of a healthy boy, on the first day of 
February, 1858, being only ten years^ eight months and seven 
days old. This is a rare case in that climate, but it is well 
attested by the physicians of the alms-house at Taunton, who 
officiated professionally both at the birth of the young mother, 
and that of her child. The boy weighed eight pounds at birth, 
and at the age of eighteen months, thirty-seven and a half 
pounds, and was in the enjoyment of robust health. 
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Article I. — What is Water? By J. Milton Sandbes, LL.D. 

There are few persons in this age who would not smile at 
this question, still how few who really know what water is ! 
Until within a few years back, water was thought to be one of 
the four acknowledged elements ; and, therefore, as the word 
element would signify, was unsusceptible of being resolved 
into simpler parts. This was taught in all the books and treat- 
ises of those days, with all that pretension and turgidness 
which still characterize too many of the books of the present 
age. And, indeed, so simple and bland is water to the taste, 
that we can not censure those persons for the very dogmatical 
pssertion that it was a simple body. But were water a simple 
body — that is, incapable of resolution into other substances — 
thea would the great purpose of Nature be frustrated. It is 
the very compound nature of water which enables a tliousand 

Wholk Series XX. 
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processes of growth and assimilatioD in the animal and vege- 
table economy to ensue. Water, as water^ would not answer 
the purpose, for it is the constituents of water that are required 
in order that animals and yegetables should grow, and produce 
their kind. 

Instead, therefore, of water being a simple undecom- 
pouuded body, modern chemistry has found it to be a sub- 
stance composed of two other ones, which are in themselves 
elementary. But who would suppose that these constitaent 
substances possess the peculiar properties we find in tfaeni, for 
one of , them appears to be eminently ''combustible," while the 
other ie the great '' supporter of combustion," taking the word 
in its common acceptation. If, therefore, water is resolved 
into its constituent elements, we find it composed of two vol- 
umes of hydrogen gas and one volume of oxygen gas ; or by 
weight, of one part of hydrogen to eight parts of oxygen. 
Both of these substances being seriform bodies, it thus appears 
that water, as heavy as it is (a gallon weighing about eight 
pounds), is composed of two substances which are really in- 
visible, and to the senses without weight. Hence, one not 
conversant with the gigantic changes which ensue constantly 
around us, through the agency of these invisible bodies, would 
suppose that water is composed of nonentity, instead of sub- 
stances which have weight. In fact, this was the reason why 
water was so long thought to be a simple body, for its decom- 
position revealed nothing to the senses, and consequently 
nothing was suspected. It is true, that if we heat water, we 
observe it rise into vapor or steam, but if this steam comes 
into contact with a body colder than itself, it is immediately 
condensed into water again, and this appeared a strong con- 
firmation of the simple nature of water. 

We said that hydrogen, one of the components of water, is a 
" combustible " substance, and that oxygen, the other consti- 
tuent of water is, a " supporter of combustion." That is, if we 
light a jet of hydrogen in the air, it takes fire and burns, but 
if we attempt to light a jet of oxygen gas in the air, it will 
not burn, although it imparts great vividness to any body 
which is generally called combustible, as a piece of wood. 
But we must not lose sight of the fact, that combustion is 
merely chemical action, and that the burning of a body in the 
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air is nothing more than an energetic chemical action perceiv- 
able at the spot where the burning body, and the oxygen of 
the air, come in contact. That this is trne, ;&nd that, strictly 
speaking, these are "combustibles" and '^supporters of com- 
bustion," we may illustrate by allowing a jet of oxygen to be 
ejected into an atmosphere of hydrogen, when the former burns 
as energetically as did the hydrogen in the air. 

But let us return more directly to our subject. We learn 
that water is composed of two gases, and of which (in an at- 
mosphere likewise that contains oxygen), is highly inflammable, 
while the other has w^ell been termed, a " supporter of com- 
bustion," because its affinities are so general and energetic, 
that it has a tendency to support combustion in chemical ac- 
tion, with really everything upon the earth, not even, perhaps, 
exceptingifluorine. 

Then is it really so ludicrous and laughable to assert — as 
the writer of this did when he was a mere lad — that the day 
would come when water would be used both for heat and illu- 
mination ? We did make the assertion, and was laughed at 
for writing such superlative nonsense 1 In fact, so strongly 
have chemists of the present day been impressed with the» con- 
viction, that water may be used especially for illumination, 
that they have been laboring for years to that end. Several 
patents have been taken out in England, France and Germany, 
for processes purporting to be practicable in the manufacture 
of illuminating gas from water ; but they have all failed when 
submitted to practical tests in the large way. The writer of 
this has been impressed, for several years back, that this great 
problem would be resolved successfully. So persuaded did he 
feel upon the subject, that despite the failures of those in 
Europe, who had spent years in its solution, he resolved to 
prosecute the subject to the utmost of his ability, before ho 
would yield that conviction. 

To understand this subject of illumination from water, it is 
necessary that we should direct our attention again to the con- 
stituents of that fluid, and take cognizance of their affinities* 
The only substances, as we have seen, that compose water, are 
oxygen and hydrogen gases. These two gases have very dif- 
ferent affinities, the most universal of the two being that of 
oxygen. This substance, as we have observed, having an affinity 
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for eveiy other odo on the earth ; while its companion has com- 
paratively but few of them. While the afSnities of oxygen some- 
what resemble those of one of the salt-radicals, those of hydro- 
gen assimilate themseWes to the metals. 

It was attempted by Mr. Paine, and others, to decompose, 
or to separate the elements of water, by the aid of the voltaic 
current. This can be easily done, but it is not practicable, in 
consequence of the great cost incurred in keeping up such a 
strong voltaic current. It was at length found out, that if 
the vapor of water, or steam, be passed over or through ignited 
carbon (charcoal, coke, etc.), that the oj^ygen and hydrogen 
would be separated, in consequence of the greater afSnity of 
ignited carbon for oxygen than has hydrogen. Here the affin- 
ities of oxygen and hydrogen are the means of their separa- 
tion, for while the latter has not, perhaps, as strong an affinity 
for carbon as it has for oxygen, the much stronger attraction 
of the latter for the carbon, determines the decomposition of 
the water. The action that, therelore, takes place, if we pass 
the vapor of water through ignited carbon, is the following : 
The oxygen of the water — at the moment of its leaving the 
hydrogen — or in its state of nascency^ as it is called, combines 
with one atom of the carbon, forming the gas termed by chem- 
ists, carbonic oxide gas. The hydrogen, at the same moment, 
combines with a portion of the carbon (two atoms of the hy- 
drogen taking up one atom of the carbon), and gives rise to 
light carhuretted hydrogen gas. True, it is asserted by some 
chemists that the hydrogen does not combine at all with car- 
bon, but that it issues as pure hydrogen. This assertion has 
been made by those persons, who either have not tried the ex- 
periment, or who are too little versed in the subject to give 
any opinion at all. 

Kow, neither of these gases give out the least illumination 
whatever, so that if nothing more were accomplished than the 
mere decomposition of the water, nothing practicable would 
come out of it. There is another gas termed the heavy carhu- 
retted hydrogen^ consisting of two atoms of hydrogen gas and 
two atoms of carbon, or having double the amount of carbon 
in its composition that the light carburetted hydrogen has. 
This heavier gas, when ignited, gives out a very brilliant illu- 
mination, and, therefore, all light-giving gases, such as coal 
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gas, are valuable depending upon the amount of this heavy 
carbnrctted hydrogen they contain. It^ therefore, naturally 
occurred to the chemist, that if all, or a portion, of the light 
carburetted hydrogen, resulting from the decomposition of 
water, could be made to take up one more atom of carbon, 
that we would have a gas which would be light-giving in a 
high degree, and which would likewise possess the great de- 
sideratum of cheapness. 

Here was the problem to be accomplished — to convert thQ 
light carburetted hydrogen into heavy carburetted hydrogen, 
and so economically that it would compete with, or supersede 
coal gas. It would occupy a volume to detail all the contriv- 
ances that have been devised for this purpose. Several patents 
have been taken out in Europe for this purpose, but have failed 
wholly or partially. In some of these patents the steam of the 
water is passed, not through carbon, but red hot iron turnings. 
The oxygen oxidizes the iron, converting it into the peroxide of 
iron, while the hydrogen, by pressure and other mechanical 
means, is attemped to be forced to combine with the carbon. 
This is impracticable, for even if the hydrogen were made to. 
combine with the carbon (which is impossible by mechanical 
means), the iron alone would involve so much expense as to 
wholly frustrate the object in view. 

Another plan came nearer eflfecting tlie object : The water 
was decomposed by passing its vapor through red hot carbon,, 
when the resulting carbonized gases were passed into another 
vessel, and there, by means of heat, the hydrogen was made 
to take up the necessary amount of carbon.. This would not 
succeed, from the fact that most gases (or matter combined 
with heat), when they have once assumed the gaseous condi- 
tion, can not be made to combine chemically with carbon, no 
matter how high the temperature they are submitted to ; or in. 
other words, the most favorable time for such combination is 
during the nascent state of the gases, and the moment of their 
separation from each other, and before they have combined 
with the necessary amount of heat, to convert them into real 
aeriform bodies. 

This is the only manner in which we can get chemical com- , 
bixiation — for such we require — or there would not be a per- 
manent gas formed. In order that the value of a gas may be 
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compreheDded by the reader, it is necessary to remind him of 
the distinction of a gas and a vapor. There have been several 
illuminating agents lately got up, purporting to be gases, but 
they are vapors. A gm is termed permanent, while a vapor is 
evanescent. These " gases " referred to, would not answer 
the purpose of general street lighting, from the fact that they 
are only air, or some other noncombustible substance, in which 
is held in suspension some kind of volatile hydro-carbon, such 
^s benzole, etc. As soon as this ^^ gas " reaches some cold 
pipe, the carbon material, held in suspension, is condensed. 
But a real gas undergoes no such condensation, and, therefore, 
the great necessity that the gas should be permanent in any 
climate north of the tropics. 

It will now be seen why the European chemists failed in 
their efforts to combine the hydrogen of the water with the 
requisite amount of carbon to impart to it illuminating quali- 
ties. They did not avail themselves of the na9cent state of 
that substance. In the process lately patented by the writer^ 
these conditions have been fulfilled, and hence the great suc- 
cess of the experiment. The production of this gas is effected 
as follows : Into a retort, containing red hot carbon, steam is 
allowed to flow, at a pressure of not over thirty pounds to the 
inch ; simultaneously with the ingress of the steam, there is 
allowed to flow into the retort, a thin stream of some carbon- 
aceous matter, such as coal oil, asphaltnm, or resin. At the 
moment that the- water is decomposed, the light carburetted 
hydrogen formed or which would form — if the steam alone were 
allowed to come ioto the retort — takes up more carbon, and is 
converted into illuminating gas. Tliis reaction can only take 
place at the moment,- or simultaneously, with the separation of 
the hydrogen and oxygen from the water, or while these gases 
are in their nascent state, as it is called. As others have not 
fulfilled the conditions necessary to the proper formation of the 
illuminating gas, of course, they did not get it ; or if so, only 
in partial quantity. 

The reader has now a statement of the manner in which illu- 
minating gas is produced from the constituents of water, and 
the rationale of its production, so far as it is known. 

From the nature of the gases forming water, one would sup- 
pose that it might be used for heating purposes as well aa those 
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of illnmination. In fact, about the most intense heat known, 
is derived from the combustion of hydrogen in the presence 
of an adequate supply of oxygen gas. This is termed the 
oxy-hydrogen blowpipe. Its intensity is so great, that the 
most refractory substances, such as platinum, readily fuse be- 
neath its flame. A very efficient mode of heat, would, there- 
fore, be supplied from water. The writer once thought of 
patenting a process for burning water. The heat derived from 
its decomposition, and subsequent combustion, was sufficient 
without the use of any extra fuel, to melt iron in half the time 
that the same quantity of fuel would have done it. The objec- 
tion to this process was that the iron bars of the furnace, were 
quickly oxidized by the action of the oxygen, liberated from 
the water. This objection could be speedily remedied by the 
substitution of hard clay bars for those of iron. 

Thus, we perceive, that water may be made to subserve the 
purposes of light and heat. But while nature does not avail 
herself of the constituents of water for light purposes, there is 
no doubt but that the heat often generated in the animal econ- 
omy does deeply implicate the constituents of water. But 
water is the great instrument nature has selected as the vehicle 
of oxygen gas, that substance so constantly required in the 
growth and reparation of all animal structures. There is a 
constant decomposition of water ensuing in the animal frame 
during life, and as constant a recomposition of water in the 
dead one. In every process involving life, or in the separa- 
tion of the elements forming the dead body, water is constantly 
involved. Water furnishes much of the oxygen and hydrogen 
for those purposes, and upon the separation of the organic ele- 
ments, composing animal and vegetable organisms, water is 
the result of their wonderful condensation, where they reside, 
reduced hundreds of times in bulk, but ready at any moment 
to subserve the purposes nature intended them for. Here in 
water, reside those two most important of all those substances, 
used by nature for the formation of organic bodies ; and while 
thus stored away, furnishing a fluid, the physical properties of 
which are just such as are indispensable for the various pur- 
poses required by man. 

In fact, the purpose of design is more manifest in water 
than in any other thing in nature. Whether we take cogni- 
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zance of it in its physical or chemical conditions, we see the 
same design connected with it ; and the more we study its na- 
ture, the more we are impressed with the conviction that it 
could not he altered in the least, without producing disorder 
in the animal and vegetable world. If the attraction of oxy- 
gen for hydrogen, or that of the latter for oxygen, were less 
or greater than their separation from the condition of water, 
would be eithertoo easily effected, or else so firmly would they be 
locked together that the force exerted by animal and vegetable 
organizations, to separate them, would be ineffectual. And 
all of their combinations, from the alteration of their attractive 
power, would be either too intense or too tardy, thus destroy- 
ing the beautiful balance they now maintain in the processes 
of nature. 

A philosopher has beautifully remarked : " But cast that 
stone, lying at thy feet, into space, and the beautifully ad- 
justed balance of this planet would feel its loss." It is analo- 
gous in the other forces of nature, for they are all so co-ordin- 
ated, that no one can be disturbed without it being felt in all 
the others, and thus destroying the integrity of them all. If 
the attractive force of a single element were otherwise than it 
is now, its adjustment in the link of nature's chain would be 
lost, and the beautiful balance of all things would be annihil- 
ated. Each substance has, therefore, its special place to fill, 
and its special object to subserve. It is gifted with certain 
properties in harmony with the place it occupies, and it could 
possess no other properties, without involving disastrous con- 
sequences in the entire chain of nature. If a single stone is 
thrown from the earth, its orbit must he altered in a ratio to 
the mass of that stone, and all the planets in space would feel 
its loss upon this earth. If, likewise, the properties of a single 
element were the least altered, all other elementary matter 
would feel the change, so delicately adjusted are the forces of 
matter. It is, therefore, necessary that water should contain 
eight parts by weight of oxygen and one part of hydrogen in 
its composition ; and that these substances should possess just 
the amount of chemical force they contain, else the balance of 
nature would not be sustained. And so it is with all those 
substances with which oxygen and hydrogen enter into oom- 
bination« 
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Thus we see that organic and inorganic nature are not a het- 
erogeneous assemblage of things, put together without reference 
to order, but that each little particle is held in the position it 
occupies in nature, by laws as immutable and unchangeable as 
is He who formed them. 

New York, February, 1861. 



Art. II. — Diseases of the Heart, By Prof. Soudder. 

(Continued.) 

Neuralgia of the Heart. — This affection is considered as but 
a modification of Angina Pectoris ; yet it differs from hat, in 
many of its symptoms, which go to show tiiat the nerves of 
adjoining viscera are more or less affected. The disease is 
somewhat rare. I have seen but one severe case, and one in 
which the symptoms were comparatively mild. 

Symptoms. — The disease frequently comes on slowly, the 
patient, for two or three days or more, complaining of a feel- 
ing of tension and dull aching in the region of the heart, with 
occasional sharp, piercing pains, which last but for a moment. 
When fully developed, there is a most acute, lancinating pain 
passing from under the left nipple, backward, to the spine, fre- 
quently radiating to the left arm, left side of the neck and adjacent 
viscera. The paroxysms of pain are almost instantaneous in their 
accession, lasting from a few minutes to an hour or more ; when 
long continued, there are intervals of comparative ease, in which 
there is nothing but a feeling of tension and a dull aching. 
The disease is intermittent,' recurring sometimes once or twice 
a day ; at others, not for several days. 

During the paroxyisms, the action of the heart is frequently 
accelerated ; sometimes irregular ; rarely slow and labored. 
There is no morbid sound, unless the patient is somewhat 
anaemic, when there is slight l)ellowS'^o\xxxi. on auscultation ; 
respiration is rarely affected. The general health of the pa- 
tient is frequently impaired at the commencement, or, if not, 
becomes so in a short time ; appetite variable and capricious ; 
bowels, constipated or irregular ; skin and kidneys, fail to act 
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properly; patient, nervous and irritable, etc. Copland re- 
marks, that tho disease is of long duration ; the shortest period 
in his cases was six or seven months ; in one, where the inter- 
val between the attacks was long, it was many years. 

Causes. — In some cases, we are unable to detect any predis- 
posing cause ; in many, however, there has been noticed an 
impairment of the general health, with derangement of the 
nervous system, produced by great and long continued emo- 
tional excitement, or by continued excesses. The exciting 
causes are such as produce neuralgia of other parts. 

Treatment, — ^For the relief of the paroxysm, the treatment 
is simple, but most efficient: — 

]J. — Concentrated Tinct. Lobelia, 3 j. 
Con. Tinct. Macrotys, 3 ij. 

Give 3 ss. every ten minutes, until nausea is induced. Apply 
sinapism to the prsecordia, as hot as it can be borne ; and use 
the hot mustard foot-bath. 

The treatment for a radical cure varies greatly, according to 
the condition of the patient and the peculiar character of the 
disease. I tnight say, treat the patient on general principles ; 
but this would be indefinite — and some, have no principles in 
medicine. If the paroxysms recur with regularity, the patient 
living in a malarious region, we would expect to use Qiiinia 
with great advantage ; and it would undoubtedly, in some 
cases, arrest the disease at once. Such cases, however, are 
rare. In all cases, normal action of the excretory organs 
should be obtained ; the appetite and digestion, as well as the 
quantity and quality of the blood, improved, by the judicious 
administration of bitter tonics and Iron, exercise in the open 
air, avoidance of emotional excitement, and a carefully selected 
diet. If there be nervous exhaustion, the use of the Hypo- 
phosphites, with a small portion of Sulphur and Quinia, is very 
beneficial. To prevent the recurrence of the paroxysms, the 
agents named for its relief would be efficient, as — 
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K. — Con. Tinct. Lobelia, 3 j. 
Tinct. Macrotys, 3 ss. 
Tinct. Gelseminum, 3 j. 
Tinct. Aconite, 3 j. 
Simple Syrup, 3 vj. 

Of which a teaspoonful might be administered, three or four 
•times a day,. 

In many cases, there will be found tenderness on pressure, 
over the cervical vertebra, which should bo removed by coun- 
ter-irritation. The Irritating Plaster, applied over the region 
of the heart, has also proven beneficial. 

Angina Pectoris, — This disease was first fully described 
and named by Dr. Heberden, in 1768, though obscure descrip- 
tions of it may be detected in the earliest medical writings. 
The heart is the organ principally implicated, though the 
respiratory organs are always involved. Much difference of 
opinion has e3^isted in regard to the nature of the disease, 
some taking the ground that it was invariably caused by or- 
ganic disease of the heart or arteries ; others, that it was es- 
sentially a nervous affection. Post-mortem examination shows, 
that in a majority of cases, there is structural lesion of either 
the heart or large arteries ; but in others, no such lesions exist. 
In forty-five cases, examined by Dr. Forbes, thirty-nine exhib- 
ited disease of the heart or great vessels ; there was ossifica- 
tion or thickening of the coronary arteries, in sixteen cases ; 
ossification or other disease of the valves^ in sixteen cases ; 
ossification or dilatation, or both, of the aorta, in twenty-four 
cases ; and in twelve cases, there was preternatural softness of 
the heart. If we were not well aware that such lesions are 
frequently found in old persons, who have never exhibited the 
slightest symptom of the disease, we might look upon them 
as the proximate cause. I will, therefore, describe it simply 
as a nervous affection. 

Symptoms, — Angina Pectoris is sometimes preceded by de- 
rangement of the digestive organs, deficient action of the excre- 
tory organs, and more or less oppression of the respiratory or- 
gans, which is generally spasmodic ; but it as frequently occurs 
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without any premoDitioD, when the patient is walking, espe- 
cially when ascending a hill or flight of stairs, or at work, or 
during emotional excitement, or in the chronic form, even when 
asleep. 

In severe cases, the patient is seized with painful constriction 
of the chest, especially in the cardiac region. The pain ex- 
tends to the left arm, sometimes even to the tips of the fingers, 
and amounts to excruciating agony. It is accompanied with 
an almost intolerable sense of suffocation, convulsive dyspnoea, 
and palpitations ; always with extreme anxiety and a sense of 
impending dissolution. When attacked, the patient strives to 
grasp some object to support him, and immediately stands 
still, feeling that motion would produce an entire suspension 
of living power. During the paroxysm, there is flatulent dis- 
tension of the stomach, with a feeling of irritation, which is 
relieved by eructations. The pulse is generally weak, irregu- 
lar, or intermittent; sometimes but little changed; rarely full, 
active and bounding. 

The paroxysm continues from a few minutes to one or more 
hours; when induced by walking or other exercise, it is gen- 
erally short, but exceedingly violent ; when the patient is at 
rest, especially when the disease has assumed a chronic form, 
it is long continued, but mild. When the disease is of short 
standing, the paroxysms occur at long intervals ; these are 
gradually shortened, until, in some cases, there is but little ex- 
emption from them. 

" The chronic form of the disease," says Dr. Copland, ^' is 
characterized by the circumstance of its being frequently a 
consequence of the acute ; by the occurrence of the fit, from 
the slightest causes, and after short or im [.perfect intervals of 
exemption ; by its recurrence when the patient is at rest or 
asleep ; and by its much longer duration, but less extreme vio- 
lence. Even if this form be induced by exercise, rest has 
but little influence in shortening its duration, as in the preced- 
ing ; and the paroxysm has been protracted, not only for some 
hours, but even for several days. Palpitation of the heart, 
irregular and intermitting pulse, are more frequently con- 
comitants of this state of the disease, than of the other." 

Causes^ — This disease has been observed to occur most fre- 
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qnently in persons of a rheumatic or gouty constitution ; in 
those who lead an indolent or sedentary life, or who have 
been subjected to much and continued anxiety, or have been 
fast-livers, guilty of such excesses as impair the nervous sys- 
tem and powers of digestion. It is a disease of the middle- 
aged, and men are far more frequently attacked than women. 
The digestive powers are invariably impaired, though the 
condition of the stomach varies greatly ; sometimes, torpor ; 
at others, irritation ; again, chronic inflammation. Digestion 
being imperfect, nutrition of structures can not be normal, 
which would, in some degree at least, account for the structural 
changes found in the heart ; and especially for the perversion 
of innervation, which is the special feature of the disease. 

Prognosis, — The prognosis may be considered favorable, if 
the case is recent, and there is no structural lesion of the*heart. 
If, however, the constitution is badly impaired, with organic 
disease of this viscus, a radical cure can not be effected. 

Treatment, — For the arrest of the paroxysm, the patient 
should be kept entirely quiet; warmth applied to the extremi- 
ties, if necessary ; or, if circulation is impaired, friction to sur- 
face, and stimulating applications to thorax. As an internal 
remedy, I believe no agent is more efficient than the Lobelia, 
In a Vbry severe case, the administration of a leaspoonful of 
the Concentrated Tincture was followed by immediate relief in 
two paroxysms. Tinct. Gelseminum has been recommended, 
as has also Comp. Tinct. Cajeput, when the circulation is very 
feeble. A mild purgative, as Comp. Powder of Jalap and 
Senna, with some stimulating anti-spasmodic, as Tinct. Lavan- 
dula, Spiritus Ammonise Aromaticus, Capsicum, etc., is ap- 
vantageous, when the attack is passing off. 

The treatment for the radical cure, will be very similar to 
that named for neuralgia of the heart. Especial attention 
should be paid to the condition of the stomach and digestive 
organs, the excretions kept free, the quantity and quality of 
the blood improved, and those special remedies employed 
which increase normal innervation. All exciting causes should 
be studiously avoided ; the patient should be temperate in all 
things. As a means of warding off the attacks, the agents 
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named under the head of neuralgia, may be employed with 
much advantage. 

Inflammation of the Heart. — For the purpose of better des- 
cribing this affection, we may divide it according to the char- 
acter of the disease, and its seat, into — 1st, rheumatism of the 
heart ; 2d, pericarditis ; 3d, endocarditis ;- and, ith, carditis. 
It is not always possible to diagnose the exact site of the dis- 
ease, even when confined to one part, and in many cases, the 
inflammation affects, more or less, all parts of the viscus ; but 
as the treatment for each is very similar, it does not make 
much difference. 

Rheumatism of the Heart, — This is generally a metastasis 
of the disease, the patient having been affected with rheumat- 
ism of some portion of the body, it ceases or becomes modified , 
and tRe heart affection ensues. This, however, is not always 
the cas'e, as it is a well established fact that it may attack the 
heart first ; in some cases, no other portion of the body being 
affected. 

Symptoms, — In the mild form, the patient complains of a 
dull, gnawing pain in the region of the heart, with, sometimes, 
occasional sharp, darting pains, which last but for a moment ; 
there is a feeling of depression and anxiety, that the patient 
can not account for ; frequently, a sensation of dyspnoea, and 
sighing respiration ; in some cases, the action of the hi^rt is 
strong, with marked impulse on thoracic walls ; more fre- 
quently, it is feeble, the normal sounds being much lessened. 
The pulse is frequent, from 100 to 140 per minute ; stroke, 
sharp and quick, sometimes irregular. There is no heat of the 
skin ; frequently, coldness and pallor of the extremities, with 
irregular action of the excretory organs. 

In severe cases, the patient experiences a violent pain in the 
region of the heart, of a lacerating or rending character ; there 
is extreme anxiety, preceded or attended with chills or rigors. 
In a short time, reaction is so far established that the trunk be- 
comes hot, but the extremities and face are cold, and the entire 
body is covered with perspiration, warm on the body, cold on the 
extremities. Respiration is performed with the greatest diffi- 
culty ; the distress and agitation of the patient being extreme. 
"The patient feels every pulsation of the heart; roUs about, to 
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obtain ease, and presses his hand forcibly against the praecor- 
dia. The chest is elevated ; the head thrown back ; there is 
great thirst, but drink is refused on reaching the lips; and 
there is often loquacity, passing into delirium, as the disease 
advances." There is considerable variation in the pulse, .but 
it is generally small, weak, irregular or intermittent, and very 
frequent. If the disease is not soon arrested, jactitation comes 
on, there is constantly recurring fits of syncope, continued deli- 
rium, and very soon death terminates the sufferings of the patient. 
It will be seen from the above symptoms, that the diagnosis 
is tolerably easy. The prognosis may be considered favora- 
ble in a majority of cases, if the treatment is prompt and well 
directed. 

Treatment. — In the mild form of the disease, we employ the 
direct sedatives, as — « 

Br. — ^Tinct. Veratrum Viride, 3 j. 

Concentrated Tinct. Macrotys, 3 iij. 
Aquae', 3 vj. 

Give a teaspoonful, every half hour, until the frequency of the 
pulse is reduced, and the patient complains of a dull, heavy 
pain in the head. 

The Mustard foot-bath, a large sinapism to the prsecordia, 
and one to the spine, immediately opposite, is very important. 
These means will mitigate the sufferings of the patient very 
much, producing profuse perspiration. Then, to remove the 
materies morbi from the system, it is essential to obtain free 
action from the kidneys. In some cases, an infusion of Hair- 
cap Moss, with the addition of Citrate or Acetate of Potassa, 
so that from 3 ij. to 3 iij. will be taken in the course of twenty- 
four hours, will answer an admirable purpose. The old-fash- 
ioned formula: — 

B. — Asclepias Tuberoaa, Eupatorinm Perfoliatum, aa 3 j. 
Sanguinaria Canadensis, 3ij. 
Nitrate of Potassa, 3 ij. 

Pulverize thoroughly, and give in 3 ss. doses, every hour or 
two, until nausea is induced, is remarkably eflBcient in all forms 
of inflammatory rheumatism. In some cases, it appears al- 
most impossible to get secretion from the kidneys, they being ex- 
tremely congested ; the symptoms are generally evident; w^eight 
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and tension in the loins ; dull, heavy pain in the back, and a disa- 
greeable sensation of heat and tenesmus in the urinary passages. 
In such case, we apply active counter-irritation to the loins, and 
for further relief, prescribe a brisk cathartic, as — 

ft. — Podophyllin, grs. iv. 
Bitartrate Potassa, 3 ij. 

Make three powders, and administer one every four hours. 

In a severe case, our measures must be more active, and are 
somewhat different ; here, it will not, as a general rule, answer 
to use sedatives, until the heart acts regularly. I commence 
the treatment by the application of six or eight cups over the 
prsecordia, drawing them well, and scarifying ; apply to the 
entire lower extremities, flannel cloths, wrung out in a hot infu- 
sion of Mustard, changing them every ten or fifteen minutes. 
Internally, one of the cathartic powders, named above : — and 

?r. — Concentrated Tinct. Macrotys, 3 iij. 
Tinct. Lavandula Comp., 3 ij. 
Syrupus Simplex, 3 iij. 

M., and give a teaspoonful, every hour. . 

In the course of four or five hours, the patient can be turned 
upon his side, when I direct cups and scarification to the 
spine, over the entire dorsal region ; the number applied, de- 
pending upon the severity of the case. Then we can com- 
mence the use of the direct sedatives, and the additional treat- 
ment recommended for the mild case. The object we wish to 
obtain by the active treatment recommended above, is tempo- 
rary relief for the over-burdened heart. That it will not do to 
use sedatives at first, is proven to my satisfaction by the fatal 
termination of three cases which have come to my knowledge, 
and one under my own observation, in which Veratrum was 
used at the commencement. The means I recommend will 
relieve the over-burdened organ, and then sedatives can be 
employed without danger. 

In chronic rheumatism of the heart, I employ Veratrum and 
Macrotys, in suitable doses ; the Irritating Plaster to the prsecor- 
dia, and, if there is tenderness on pressure, to the spine ; Citrate 
or Acetate of Potassa, as a diuretic ; the daily use of the alkaline 
bath ; the bowels to be kept in a soluble condition, and suitable 
bitter tonics and Iron, to improve the quantity and quality of 
the blood. {To he Continued.) ' 
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A Lecture Ofi Unavoidable Parturient Hemorrhage; or^ Pla- 
centa PrcBvia : being one of a Couree on the Complica- 
tions and Sequelm of Labor. Delivered in the IlDiversity 
Medical College, New York, by T. Gaillabd Thomas, M.D., 
Lectarer on Obstetrics in the Universily Med. Col., N. Y. 

* 

Gentlemen : When the impregnated ovum, after having 
made its way down the fallopian tabes, falls into the uterine 
cavity, it is covered over by a tufted membrane called the 
chorion, which thus constitutes the shell of the foetal 
balL This coming in contact with the thickened and con- 
gested uterine mucous membrane adheres thereto, and in- 
creasing in size, becoming vascular, and taking upon itself 
the duty of aeration of the fcetal blood, receives the name of 
placenta. 

Tills organ may be attached either to the fundus or the sided 
of the uterus as low down as the os internum, the influences 
which cause it to select one or the other part being entirely 
unknown to us. Should it take its origin from the fundus 
or sides of the organ, the foetus may at full term be expelled 
by the uterine efforts without its being disturbed ; but 
should it be attached over or near to the cervix, the neces- 
sary dilatation of that part which must occur before the 
body of the child can pass, is almost sure to detach a por- 
tion of it, and thus give rise to hemorrhage. This unfortu- 
nate location of the placenta has received the name of ^^ pla- 
centa prflBvia." 

As was stated at our last meeting, the t^rms placenta prsevia 
and unavoidable hemorrhage are used synonymously, the for- 
mer appellation signalizing the site of the badly placed organ, 
the latter the dangerous and almost inevitable complication 
which must result therefrom. By some authors, these cases 
2 
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have been classed among mal-presentatioDS under the name of 
^t presentation of the placenta," an arrangement which has 
been adopted in the work of Br. Tjler Smith, which 1 have 
recommended yon as a text-book. This I think is incorrect, 
for the term presentation is nniyersally accepted as the ^^ part 
of the fostus first appearing at the os uteri in labor," and in 
nowise refers to any of its annexed. Beside, we have all of 
the evils of this condition when the placenta is so high up as 
to be out of reach, and some part of the child having passed 
by it, occupies the os. 

The Eteral signification of the term Placenta previa, and 
that which answers the best purpose practically, is, that the 
placenta is placed ^* prse via " before the way, and not as it 
should be in such a position as not to obstruct it ; and the 
•ynonymous term ^^unavoidable hemorrhage," arose fi'om 
the fact that even very old writers recognized the truth 
that such an attachment would necessarily result in that 
complication. 

History, — Ouillemeau, a pupil of Pare, Mauriceau, Paul 
Portal, Peu, De la Motte, Daventer, and many others, evi- 
dience such knowledge in their writings. All of them, 
however, with the exception of Portal, made a singular 
error in reference to this point, in supposing that the pla- 
centa was always originally attached to the upper part of the 
uterus, and had fallen from its place to the neighborhood of 
the cervix. 

The acute perception of the gifted Portal did not allow 
him to fall into this mistake, and his views were subsequently 
adopted by Oifi*ard and Roederer ; but to Lerret, who wrote in 
1756, belongs the credit of giving a full interpretation of the 
condition. At a later period. Dr. Rigby , of Norwich, England, 
availing himself of the knowledge thus made accessible, 
pointed out some important distinctions between the varieties 
of parturient hemorrhage, which have resulted in the improved 
and rational modes of treatment which will engage our atten- 
tion to-day. 

Exact Looation cf the Placenta. — ^To this part of our sub- 
ject I feel amdous to direct your special attention, on ac- 
count of its importance in a pathological point of view, and 
because I am led by careful reflection to conclude that most 
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of the obstetric writers whose* works are made accessible to 
the American student, have promulgated views u^on it 
which are erroneous. I say this with all respect, for I do 
not imagine these writers to be at all ignorant of what I 
am about to tell you ; but the point appears to have escaped 
attention, and the error of one has been reproduced by the 
others until it has become as general, as the following quota- 
tionft will show: 

*' The cause of the hemorrhage is evidently the separation 
of the placenta from the cervix uteri." Churchill^ Ohst.^ Am, 
ed.^ p. 487. "If the feet present with only a partial implan- 
tation of the placenta or with it coming to ths margin of the 
08 uteri only?^ Ihid. p. 438, " If the placenta be partially 
attached over the os uteri it is generally upon the anterior 
Up, which is much thicker." Sighy, Obst.y Am. ed.^ p. 346. 
" Under ordinary circumstances this effusion of plastic lymph 
has already attained such a degree of firmness and coherence 
as to prevent the ovum from passing beyond the uterine ex- 
tremity of the Fallopian tube from which it has emerged ; but 
in cases of placenta presentation it may be presumed that at 
this period the decidua was still in a semi-fluid state, had 
formed little or no attachment to the walls of the uterus, and 
had therefore no effect in preventing the ovum gravitating to 
the lower part or even to the mouth of the uterus itself." Ibid. 
p. 345. " The placenta may be attached over the whole of the 
OS and cervix uteri, or it may be implanted over some part of 
the margin of the os so as only partially to occupy the aper- 
ture. The causes of placenta prsevia have not been deter- 
mined. It is probably produced by the impregnation of the 
ovum after it has descended to the upper part of the cervix 
uteri. This being the last point at which the ovum retains its 
capability of impregnation and attachment to the uterine sur-' 
face." Tyler Smithy Ohst.^ Am. «rf., p. 428. "We shall know 
the placenta by the fleshy fibrous and lobular sensation which 
it communicates to the finger, and by Its being attached to the 
inner surface of the cervix uteri." Ram^hothamy Ohst.y Am. 
ed.y p. 375. "I mean that case which depends on the situa- 
tion of the placenta happening to be on the cervix and os 
uteri." Meigs Ohst.y p. 429. ** The attachment of the placenta 
to the mouth of the womb is one of the most dangerous com- 
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plications to be met with in the practice of midwifery." Col- 
liney Obsi.j p. 59. 

These quotations are sufficient to convince you of the opinions 
of British and American writers, ^nd the statement which I 
made aboTo applies only to them, the French and Germans 
not partaking in their error, j^owj I fed sure that in no case 
is the placenta ever attached to any part of the cervix or os 
uteri ; that the walls cf the cervical canal are always free / 
and that it is felt at the os^ and projecting a little over it 
only after having leen detached from above. As I have not 
space to give a full exposition of my reasons for such an 
opinion, I will give, in as short a space as possible, the chief 
grounds upon which it is baaed : 

1. The placenta is formed from the development of foetal 
tufts and dec^dua ; there are neither decidua nor utricular 
glands in the cervix, and hence no placenta can form there. 

2. It was formerly believed that as the uterus developed 
above, the cervix gradually disappeared by being spread #ut 
until its canal was merged into the uterine cavity,/ and the 
whole became almost globular in shape. In 1826, Dr. Stolz, 
of Strasbourg, pointed out the fact that the cervix does not 
thus spread out and disappear, but that it does so by an 
entirely dififerent process, altogether independent of that of the 
utei*us. 

The view advanced by Stolz was, that as the cavity of the 
body of the uterus enlarged above, so did that of the cervix 
below, but that this c^vical expansion begins at the os ex- 
ternum uteri and extends up to the os internum. Thus at the 
third month the upper part of the cervical canal is entirely 
closed, but at its lower portion a^ slight dilatation has begun 
which will admit the pulp of the index finger. This goes 
on extending upward toward the os internum, until at or about 
the end of the ninth month, the entire canal is so open as to 
^dnait the finger its whole length. Then the painless uterine 
conti'actions which eome on at that time, eause the dilated canal 
to spi'cad out, the os ' internum disappears, the child's head 
descends to the os externum, and all is prepared ibr the par- 
turient effort which is soon to occur. 

!Now, if this is true (and I am fully convinced that it is), it 



1861.] UNAVOIDABLE PARTUEIBNT HEMOBBHAGE. 141 

is eyident that sach a thing as attachment of the placenta to 
the walls of the cervical canal, is utterly impossible. 

You may ask, however, why I deem this to be the correct 
view. 1 deem it so from having repeatedly examined preg- 
nant women, per vaglnam, with reference to the point, and 
from the fact that two post-mortem examinations, made by me, 
have substantiated it. So much for my deductions from per- 
sonal observation. I also regard it as correct, because the pro- 
fession in those countries where the greatest &cilities for ob- 
servation exist, are almost unanimous in that opinion. In 
France, classes of medical students are formed for the purpose 
of practicing what is called the " toucher," or touch by the 
vagina under the supervision of a teacher. A number of wo- 
men, in dijfferent peiiods of pregnancy, are ranged around the 
room (a la mode des compas), and one after the other the stu- 
dents examine by the vagina, and endeavor to determine thfe 
fact and period of pregnancy. Such opportunities for deter- 
mining the point about which we are speaking, are offered in 
few other countries. Now, is it probable that the profession 
enjoying them should be in error ? Is it not highly p^bable, 
to say the least, that they would correctly determine the point, 
when 8ueh a bueiness is made of one of the most reliable means 
for establishing the truth with referonee to it? My impression 
is, that almost all the latest French authorities entertain the 
view of Stolz. 

3. That the part of the placenta which is found at the 
border, and sometimes even beyond the border of the os*, 
has been separated, has slid down into this position, and is 
not attached there, is evidenced by the fact that the finger 
of the obstetrician will, when examining, always detect a 
separation for a certain distance from the os externum. 
Examine Hunter's 12th pla4}e, showing plaeenta prsevia, and 
you will see in his description of it, that he is parlicular to 
mention the detachment of the placental mass over the cer- 
vical surface, although he believes that it was formerly there 
attached, and that its separation was the result of dilatation 
of the parts. 

This, in great part, accounts for the view of the older wri- 
ters — ^that the entire organ had &llen from its attachment at 
the fnodus. AH that part of the placenta which they toncbed 
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was detached, and they furgued ex parte dice anmem. Had 
it been otherwise, eonld such men as Guillemean, Mauri- 
ceau, and others, have been led into the error which they 
adopted ? 

The cervical attachment of the placenta^ theriy Ibdieve to he 
imaginary, and regard that organ as attached, under these 
drcumeiancesy to the segment of the 'uterine body, just above 
the cervix, and perhaps covering entirely the os internum. 

Varieties. — li' it be attached to any part of the lower seg- 
ment of the uterus, the case is one of placenta prsBvia. It is, 
however, evident that the extent of the dangerous attachment 
must vary in different cases, thus : in one, only the edge of the 
organ may encroach on the forbidden ground ; in another, the 
whole of one side of the segment may be covered ; while in a 
third, the whole cii'cumference of the segment just above the 
cervix, that is, just upon a level with the os internum uteri, 
may give attachment to it, and thus hAOging lil^e a ▼ail across 
the uterine canal, it entirely seals it up. The first two of these 
cases would be styled partial, and the latter complete placenta 
prsevia. 

Frequency. — There is no class of cases in which the whole 
range of abnormal labors which causes in the mind of the 
obstetric practitioner the same apprehension and anxiety (I 
may almost say dread) as this, for so environed are they by 
dangers for both jnother and child ; so entirely unavoidable 
are these dangers, even under the best management, that the 
attendant, so far from being hopeful of gaining credit or expe- 
riencing ^satisfaction from their results, is generally happy to 
compromise with the rescue of only one life, and thus feel se- 
cure from complete discomfiture. 

I would not be understood as stating that aU hope of 
conducting such labors safely for both mother and child is 
to be discarded, but I wish you thus early to appremate 
their extreme gravity and consequent impartaDce ; a convic- 
tion of which will surely come^ when yoi^ examine the atatis* 
tics which tell of the mortiUity which attends them. Such 
being their nature, it is most fortunate that they are of rare 
occurrence* 

In 16,414 deliveries, Dr. Collins, of the Dublin Lyiug- 
in Hospital, met with only 11 cases, which, at a rough 
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estimate, would give us a proportion of about 1 in 1,500'; 
according to others, however, it is supposed to occur as 
often as 1 in 500, which is just about half as frequent as 
face presentation, prolapse of the funis, and transverse pre- 
sentation. 

Mariality. — As the statements of authors differ with 
reference to the frequency of the occurrence, so do thej 
as to the mortality of this complication*^ Perhaps the 
most reliable statistics at our command are those of Dr. 
Simpson, of Edinburgli, who, finoni a table composed of 399 
cases, concludes that one in every three of the mothers 
has perished, which gives a mortality equal to, if not 
greater, than that of cholera, or yellow fever, in their most 
malignant fqrms. 

Of the children, over one half, indeed, about two thirds, 
are supposed to be lost What more can be needed to 
convince you of the necessity tor a close investigation of 
this subject before entering upon the coarse of life which 
is, in connection with it, to invest you with so great respon- 
sibility ? 

Reasons for ike fatality cf Plaeenta prmvia. — ^Thero must 
be, of course, some good reason why, in spite of all the re- 
sources of our art, so terrible a mortality should still be recorded. 
It is this: the very process by which nature accomplishes the 
delivery, destroys both mother and child ; or, to make it clear 
by successive propositions: 

(a) The child mvst^ sooner or laiet^ he eog^elled, 

(b) For this to oeeur^ the cervix and lovoer segment of tJu 
uterus must dilate, 

(c) Should t/i£y do so^ the placenta wiU he detached^ and 
hemorrhaffe occwr. 

As each suoeeediag uterine contraction dilates the cwvical 
eanal little by little, so does each tear off tlie constricting 
placenta, portion after portion ; and as each detachment weak- 
ens the woman, a«d inji^res the powers of the placenta, so does 
each increase the dangers for mother and for child, until, alter 
a period varying aecordiag to circumstances, the foetal heart 
ceases to beat, and the exhausted mother sinks into a prolound 
collapse. Her death is, of course, under these circumstanceSi 
due to loss of blood ; bat should she, ^veii by the assistance of 
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art, overcome this danger, others, scarcely less imminent, await 
her. When the placenta has a prse-cervical attachment, the 
blood-vessels of this part of the nterns are immensely devel- 
oped, and these being bathed by the lochial discharge which 
follows delivery, are very apt to take on the diseased action 
known as phlebitic inflammation, a condition which yon know 
18 most perilous to life. Bnt, again : when art comes to 
natnre^s relief, she generally does so by the operation of 
version, which often results in rupture of the cervical 
Btructure, which is very liable to give rise to dangerous 
post-partum hemorrhage, or to inflammation of the sur- 
rounding part. 

Lastly : even if the performance of the operation of ver- 
sion should ward ofl* death by hemorrhage, and should itself 
result in no laceration of the cervix, it may destroy life by the 
shock which it produces. 

You perceive, then, that the sources of death to the mother 
are numerous and palpable, and at once surprise at the ma- 
ternal mortality begins to diminish. To give them at a glance^ 
Ihey are : 

1. Exhaustion, from hemorrhage. 

2. Puerperal metritis. 

3. The occurrence of post-partum hemort*hage. 

4. Exhaustion, from the "shock** of version. 

There are only two sources of danger to the child, but, alas ! 
these are prolific in results. It may die from asphyxia, the pla- 
centa being incapacitated to perform the function of aei-ation of 
its blood. The sanguineus system of the child does not fur- 
pish any of the material for the hemorrhage, as is sometimes 
thoughtlessly supposed ; its vessels are shut off from those of 
the mother and are unbroken, but those of the mother which 
should bathe them and aerate the blood which they contain are 
ruptured, and the entire respiratory function of the placenta 
is impaired in consequence. 

How much of a loss either mother «r cbiM will sustain, of 
course, can not be estimated, for a flow which would speedily 
affect and perhaps destroy a weak individual of eitlier cla8&, 
would not seriously inconvenience one of more robust consti- 
tution. When, however, a severe loss of blood has occurred 
from the placenta before delirery, always make a gnarded 
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prognosis as to the child's safety, for children often die from a 
surprisingly small amount of hemorrhage. 

When the woman dies from hemorrhage, it is generally from 
repeatedly recurring gushes, consequent upon successive pla- 
cental discs being detached ; but tliis is not always so, for 
sometimes a terrible and unexpected flow occurs which destroys 
life almost instantaneously, and this too from a detachment of 
a very small portion of the placenta. Thus, Dr. Hamilton re- 
lates a case of death from hemorrhage, where less than one 
square inch of placenta was found by post-mortem examina- 
tion to be detached. In these cases, probably, some large ves- 
sel (perhaps the circular sinus of Meckel and Jacquemin, which 
passes around the circumference of the organ) has been 
opened into or broken across. 

SymptOTns.— The symptoms by which this unfortunate stat« 
of things will show itself, are these : During the last month of 
pregnancy the physician will be sent for very hurriedly by his 
patient, who will inform him that she has, without any assign- 
able cause, such as a blow, fall, or effort, had a discharge of 
blood. Without much trouble, this will be controlled, or has 
ceased, before his arrival, and he leaves her. In eight or ten 
days, this is repeated, perhaps during sleep, or while sitting 
quietly, and thus it continues, at varying intervals, to recur 
until the period of parturition. 

In other cases, no flow occurs until this time, and then it is 
observed to take place with each uterine contraction, and to 
cease almost entirely as it passes off. The flow which occurs 
before labor, is due to development of the inferior portion of 
the body of the uterus, which, in the last months, develops 
more rapidly than the placenta, while that occurring during 
labor is produced by active dilatation of the cervical canal. In 
a case thus complicated, a diagnosis must be made by the 
touch, and for this purpose let the entire hand be passed into 
the vagina, and the finger into the cervical canal, if the intro- 
duction of the finger alone into the vagina is not sufficient, 
which will often be the case when the placental attachment is 
high up. 

The means of differentiating, unavoidable irom acieidental 
hemorrhage, were so fully given at our last meeting, that I will 
not further refer to them here, than to state that the thi'ee main 
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diagnostic Bigos are, the occurrence of hemorrhage before la- 
bor ; its existence daring, and absence after, a pain, and the 
discovery of the placenta by the touch , 

Natural history of Placenta Prc&via* — ^The course of cases 
of this complication, left to nature, and entirely uninterfered 
with by art, varies somewhat ; as a general rule, however, the 
hemorrhage continues until the woman, exsanguinated and ex- 
hausted, falls a victim to the unchecked drain, before the de- 
livery has been accomplished* Indeed, in a grave case, unless 
one of four propitiioia circumstances should interpose, there 
would be no^^asonabie grounds for hoping that the life of 
cither moUrer or child would be preserved. The occurrence of 
one or more of them, however, sometimes averts the unhappy 
issue, and, in spite of the unfavorable nature of the circumr 
stances, preserves the lives of both. Let us investigate the 
means by which nature, unaided, sometimes accomplishes what 
art so often fails to effect. 

1. The presenting part of the child may be so forcibly 
driven against the bleeding surface that its vessels are me-, 
chanically closed, and the labor allowed to continue without 
further loss, 

2. That part of the placenta attached nearest the cervix, is 
gradually detached, while that adhering to the body above, is 
left in place. The vessels of the placenta become plugged by 
coagula, while those of the uterus are closed by contraction 
of its fibers, and hence the flooding ceases, and as no further 
placental detachment is requisite, the labor progresses without 
danger. 

3. The labor may be so rapid, that in spite of the hemor- 
rhage which accompanies it, a safe delivery for mother and 
child is accomplished. 

4. The entire placenta may, by the violent efforts of the 
uterus, be detached, and cast out of the vagina, when, as 
experience has taught us, the flow will generally cease en- 
tirely. 

The mode of action of two of these processes in effecting 
the desired end, is so evident that they will need no explana- 
tion : that of the second and of the fourth, however, involves 
a few words npon the nature of the hemorrhage in placenta 
prsevia. In a former lecture, I mentioned that a great deal 



1861.] UKAVOIDABLS FARTUBIENT HEMOBSHAGE. 147 

of discussion had occurred in reference to the surface, the ves- 
sels of which furnish the blood which is lost in uterine hemor- 
rhage ; some maintaining that it escapes from those on the 
face of the placenta (those on the uterine &ce being closed by 
muscular contraction), while others (constituting the majority) 
supported the view that very little I^ad this source, and that the 
great mass comes from the uterine vessels, before contraction 
of that organ can effect their closure. 

It would here be out of place for mo to-enter into this dis- 
cussion, and I will merely state that my own conviction is, that 
from both surfaces, uterine and placental, flooding occurs ; but 
that by far the most obstinate and dangerous loss arises from' 
the former. 

When the placenta is placed over or near the cervix, the first 
uterine effort detaches a portion, generally of inconsiderable 
si^e, and instantly a g4ish takes place from the severed vessels 
of the uterus and placenta. So soon, however, as a firm tonic 
contraction has occurred in the uterine fibers, the vessels of that 
organ are ligated by them ; a slight flow from the spongy pla- 
centa still continues, but (as is clearly shown by examination 
of that organ after expulsion) clots soon form in the vascular 
mass and check the discharge* The next contraction, however, 
separates still more ; another set of vessels are broken across, 
and another gush takes place. This, like the preceding one, 
soon ceases, to be again excited by another uterine effort, until 
at last the birth is accomplished, or, as is more likely,^ the pa- 
tient, if unaided, dies exsanguined and exhausted. So long as 
the placenta remains in part attached over, or near to, the 
cervix, these successive separations and consequent hemor- 
rhages will occur, and nature is possessed of two means tor 
obviating the continuance of this dangerous condition — she 
either separates that portion of placenta attached nearest the 
cervix, leaving that above still adherent, or by a powerful 
effort, throws the entire placenta from its place, and casts it 
loose into the uterus or vagina. The second of the means by 
which she exerts her vis medicatrix has long been known ; the 
recognition and enunciation of the first, in 1844, has inscribed 
the name of Dr. Barnes, af London, on the page which 
shall henceforth describe the treatment of placenta prssvia, 
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by the side of those of Portal, Levret, Rigby, Wood, and 
Simpson. 

These are the means by which nature may conduct these dis- 
tressing cases to a happy issue ; but these are aU, and should 
one of them not be spontaneously brought to her aid, the death 
of mother and child would soon occur unless she were suc- 
cored by arr. 

Indications for Treatment. — Let us, at this point, briefly 
examine some of the data of our subject. It is necessary that 
a bulky body should pass through a gateway, the opening of 
which is as necessarily accompanied by danger. What are the 
means by which the passage may be safely accomplished ? I 
know of but two: first, to huiTy the passing body through as 
rapidly as possible, so as to curtail the duration of the danger- 
ous agency as much as possible ; second, to remove the ele- 
ment of danger or quell its activity, so that the gateway may 
be slowly and safely opened. This is a homely illustration, 
but on that very account, will answer my purpose. Applying 
it directly to our subject, you will readily agree that the indi- 
cations are, — 

1. To deliver the child as soon as possible, and thus 
prevent the necessity for gradual dilatation of the os and 
cervix; or, 

2. To alter the state of affairs at the cervix, so that gradual 
dilatation may go on without producing hemorrhage. 

On these two principles hang all the methods by which na- 
ture rescues the patient from impending death ; on these two 
precepts depend all the reliable methods of treatment ever de- 
vised for her assistance by art ; in treatment, we only imitate 
nature by developing one or more of the principles which she 
has pointed out to us. 

The speedy delivery which the great vigor of the uterus some- 
times accomplishes, we effect by version (or the forceps, should 
they be applicable, as is rarely the case) ; closure of the bleed- 
ing vessels by direct pressure, we produce by artificial evacua- 
tion of the liquor amnii ; and partial or complete separation 
of the placenta, we imitate by two methods which I will now 
proceed to mention. 

Tlic first is that advised by Dr. Baraes, who, in 1857, recom- 
mended the practice of separating, by the finger, only that part 
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of the placenta attached to the cervix, and leaving that at- 
tached above this point, still adherent. All that sepai-atiou, 
which must necessarily occur to admit of tlie passage of the 
child, is thus accomplished at once; succeeding uterine efforts 
do not affect that portion attached to the body; and tonic 
contraction of the uterine fibers, closing the open vessels of 
that organ, while coagula do the same for those of the pla- 
centa, the labor may proceed without fnrtlter loss or assist- 
ance. • 

Dr. Bai-nes supports this practice by abundant clinical facts, 
and although my own experience y>ith it is very limited, I do 
not hesitate to recommend it to you as a means in every way 
calculated to prove highly advantageous and preservative to 
life. The second method consists in the detachment of the 
entire placenta before the birth of the child. The practice was 
recommended, according to Tyler Smith, first, by Dr. Chap- 
man, of Ampthill ; subsequently, by Kqnderwood and Rad- 
ford, of Manchester; and, lastly, falling iuto the able hands of 
Simpson, of Edinburgh, has been illuminated by his powerful 
genius, and now stands a well recognized and most useful aid 
in contending against these fatal cases. One objection to it, of 
course, is, that it almost entirely cuts off the child's chances 
for life; but unfortunately, in many of these cases, so grave 
are their consequences, that this is a matter of secondary 
consideration, and it will often answer a most excellent pur- 
pose. 

In my last lecture, in speaking of the treatment of acci- 
dental parturient hemorrhage, I admonished yon of certain 
principlea which should be developed, and advised you to re- 
sort to the simplest ; first, find out whether this would not be 
effectual, and if not, pass on to those which are more efficient. 
In the treatment of placenta prsBvia, such counsel would be 
dangerous, for as there are surgical hemorrhages in which it 
.would be futile to tamper with styptics, pressure, etc., but 
would be necessary to resort at once to the ligature, so here 
the cases are too gi*ave to admit of tempori&iug, and only 
a most ^ powerful moans can be relied on. The methods of 
treatnaent, by which, as I liave told you, the obstetrician is 
enabled to imitate the preservative actions of natm*e, are 
these : 
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1. Vereion. 

2. Partial separation of the placenta. 

3. Complete " " " 

4. Enptare of the membranes. 

5. The tampon, if forced to wait. 

To have a clear and distinct picture upon your minds of the 
circumstances which will demand one or the other of these, I 
will suppose two cases ; one, of a very grave character ; the 
other, accompanied by no very alarming flooding, or other un- 
favorable symptoms. Let me remind you, however, that the 
majority of cases will represent grades between these extremes, 
and will require modifications of the rules given for them, 
which nothing btit the judgnient of the practitioner can de- 
termine. 

Management of a Case of Grave Character. — In a case of 
placenta prrovia, accompanied by serious hemori'hage, no time 
is to be lost in trying the lesser means, but delivery should be 
accomplished as soon as possible. Should the patient's strength 
be sufficient to bear the operation, the child be living, and the 
OS uteri dilatable, tut-n without delay. 

Should her exhausted state, or the death of the child, render 
the operation in the first instance too hazardous, in the second 
useless, as far as the infant is concerned, we are prevented from 
resorting to the first indication which suggests itself, and 
betaking ourselves to the second, separate a part or the 
whole of the placenta ; a part, if it is found sufficient^ — the 
whole, if it is not. 

If a rigid state of the os prevents us from turning a child 
which is still living, it would be well, if the woman would bear 
a farther loss, to await the time when that part will dilate be- 
fore separating the placenta and destroying all the chances of 
the foetus for life. While doing so, however, it is well to place 
our patient as much as possible out of danger, and to hasten 
the period for which wo wait. To that end, partial separation 
of the placenta should be effected, and a sponge saturated with 
a solution of the perchloride of iron, placed against the os, and 
kept there by filling the vagina with a tampon or plug, which 
accomplishes in itself both objects. Better still than a tampon, 
the instrument called the colpeurynter might be used ; or, in 
place of it, a hog's bladder, tied to the end of a self-supplying 
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syriDge, introduced, in a collapsed state, iuto the yagjna, and 
then filled -with water, may be employed. Bnt, remember, this 
is only temporising, and that it merely prepares the way for 
the fulfilment of an important indication which it by no means 
efiects itself. Thus you see, that after all, the principles of 
treatment narrow themselves down to these : first, to deliver at 
once ; second, to wait until the state of the parts will allow you 
to do so ; third, to so alter the state of afiairs at the outlet of 
the womb, that the natural expulsion of the child may occur 
without danger. 

Yon observe, that in certain cases, you will have to decide 
between complete separation of the placenta and version, while 
partial separation may be tried IP any case. These are the 
circumstsnces which should determine 3'our choice : 

Version is preferable^ Separation of placenta is pre- 

ferdble^ 
When the child is living ; When the child is dead ; 
At full time ; Before the full term ; 

When the patient's strength is Wtien patient is exhausted; 

good ; When the soft parts are rigid ; 

When the soft parts are dila- When pelvis is deformed ; 

table ; In primiparss ; 

When pelvis is not deformed ; During epidemic of puerperal 
In multiparsB. fever. 

It has been objected 10 separation of the placenta, in cases where 
the soft parts are rigid, that if the hand can be introduced for 
that procedure, version would be practicable. This is not, I 
think, without reason ; but^ in certain cases, two fingers will 
be sufficient to detach the after-birth ; and even if it required 
the whole hand, it would be much less dangerous to stretch a 
doubtful OS for its admission to the wrist, than for the intro- 
duction of the entire forearm and subsequent extraction of the 
child. 

There are, I would have you particularly remember, few 
points to be decided in the practice of obstetrics which call for 
a greater amount of judgment in their decision than the period 
at which veifsion should be performed in placenta prsevia ; and 
there can be no question as to the fact that its decision will 
often determine the fate of the patient. If, on the one hand, it 
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is perforuied too soon, a laceration of the unyielding os may 
take place, and the woman be exposed to the great risks of 
post-partuni loss from the immensely developed vessels at the 
placental site, as well as to those imminent ones of phlebitis ; 
while, on the other, if too long delayed, her forces will become 
so exhausted that the shock of the operation will produce 
death. Thus, like the pilot whose difficult task it was to sail 
between ScjUa and Charybdis, the obstetrician must keep these 
wo danger's ever before his eyes in solving tiiis delicate prob- 
lem, the importance of which may be estimated from a state- 
ment of Dr. Simpson, that nearly the same proportion of 
women appears to perish from one as from the Other set of 
troubles. — Simpson^ ObsieL Works, vol. i., p. 694. 

And while upon this subject, it will be well for me to guard 
you against a very prevalent error that, whenever version is 
called tor by the loss of blood attending placenta prsevia, this 
loss will itself render the parts yielding and dilatable, an error 
which has i-eceived the sanction of no less a name than that of 
Francis Denman. For that very reason, it should be refuted ; 
and to do so, I will merely refer you to the positive assertiiHis 
of Drs. Davis, Hamilton, Simpson, Bamsbotham, and Lee ; 
and to show you how important the fact of the danger of forc- 
ing a rigid os, even when death is at hand, has been deemed 
by some of our most reliable guides in practice, I will read 
from Drs. Pen and Collins. The first remarks that, " to force 
and dilate tha internal orifices of the womb, is just so many 
deaths produced;" and the second, ^^I know of no circum- 
stance so much to be dreaded as the forcible introduction of 
the hand where the parts are in a rigid or unyielding state." 
All this applies especially to primiparous women, in whom the 
parts are always more rigid and liable to laceration than in 
multiparsB. 

Management of a Case of Placenta Prceoia unaccompanied 
by Grave Symptoms, — In case hemorrhage is very slight, and 
there is no cause for immediate apprehension, there is no 
necessity to resort to means which carry danger with their effi- 
ciency, but temporising judiciously (and never losing sight of 
the patient while doing so), the obstetrician may resort to 
minor means first. Thus, if the placenta is placed laterally, 
the membranes may be ruptured in the hope that pressure from 
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the child's presenting part may check the flow. Should this 
fail, Barnes' method should be employed, or they may be used 
conjointly ; after which, should the flow continue so as to re- 
quire aid, version should be resorted to, under the restrictions 
mentioned just now ; or, if the head is within reach of the 
forceps, they should be employed instead. 

As already stated, in the performance of Barnes's method 
and entire detachment, the hand must be introduced entirely 
into the vagina, and the Angers into the os. Should the state 
of the OS not permit even this, of course plugging the vagina 
and waiting would be all that we could do. 

Should the placenta be placed directly over the os, and so 
obstruct it as to preclude the determination of the position of 
the child by the touch, determine this as well as you can by 
palpitation of the abdomen, and by auscultation of the foetal 
heart. If, from such a cause, you are forced to turn without 
knowing the position, always do so with the left hand, as 
the occiput is much more commonly directed to the left 
acetabulum, than to any other part of the pelvis ; and that 
hand would be applicable to such a case. In passing the pla- 
centa, thus obstructing the os, do not waste time in breaking 
through that mass, but slip the hand between it and the uterine 
surface. 

Before leaving this important and very interesting subject, 
gentlemen, I will give you, at a glance, the various modes of 
treatment adapted to special cases, which will be recapitulatory 
of the whole of the foregoing remarks upon treatments 

A SYNOPSIS OF THE TBEATMENT OF PLACENTA PBiSVIA WrTH 

COPIOUS HEMOBBHAGE. 

1. Os dilatable and ( Deliver immediately, by version or 
woman notexhaused. | the forceps. 

{Detach a part of the placenta, 
and should this not be sufficient, the 
entire organ ; apply styptic, and stim- 
ulate. 



• By the tenn " exhausted,'* I mean that the patient's state is such as to render 
operative procedure dangerous. 

3 
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{Detach the portion of the placenta 
nearest the cervix, and, if necessary, 
apply styptic and tampon, or col- 
peurynter, 

r Detach part or the whole of the 

4. Os rigid and wo- 1 placenta, apply sponge saturated with 

man exhausted. j perchloride of iron, anil support 

(^strength by stimulants. 

Those modifications which should be made in these rules, 
when the hemorrhage is slight, have been already suflSciently 
stated. — American Med. Times. 



A new Operation for the Radical Cure of Hernia. By J. 
J. Chisholm, M.D., Professor of Surgery in the Medical Col- 
lege of South Carolina. (Reported by H. Baer, Student of 
Medicine.) 

Few subjects have engaged so much attention within the last 
few years, both aniong European and American surgeons, as 
,this of the " Radical Cure of Hernia." This is due, doubtless, 
both to the exceeding frequency of this disagreeable condition, as 
also to the various methods recently proposed for effecting such 
a cure. Gerdy, among modern surgeons led the way ; Wutzer, 
Rothmund, Schuh, Langenbeck, and others, improved upon 
his method. All these operations propose to effect the cure by 
inserting a plug into the inguinal canal, and by the irritation 

' thus produced, to excite sufficient inflammation in its coverings, 
to obstruct, if not to occlude this canal. Each new operation, in 
its .turn, claimed the most splendid results. The successful 
cases were published by hundreds ; but the thousands of fail- 
ures were unheard of. This was, doubtless, owing to the fact, 
that these results were always published soon after the opera- 
tion ; too early to decide positively, whether they would be 
permanent or not, for the deposit of lymph forming the adhe- 
sive bands is very apt to be absorbed, and upon any unusual 
muscular exertion or " strain," the hernial protrusion reap- 
pears, very much to the dismay both of patient and surgeon. 
Indeed, we may not venture too far in asserting, that the suc- 
cessful cures are, perhaps, generally, cases, where the lesion is 

: of recent occurrence, or in individuals but little exposed to 
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undue muscular exertion, and who would find sufficient relief 
and protection irom a good trusa. Wutzer's operation is ap- 
plicable only in recent, small, oblique hernisd ; and where we 
can select our cases, we, perhaps, may be rewarded with a 
success of fifty per cent.; but in average cases, failure is the 
rule, and a radical cure the exception. Nor is this all ; for in 
many cases of failure after this'operation, we have the canai 
more dilated than before, and hence a greater hernial protru- 
sion. This operation, and the principle upon which it is based, 
are now generally discarded, owing to the fact that Mr. Wood, 
of London, some two years ago, discovered and published a 
new and far superior method for effecting the same end. He 
makes a small subcutaneous incision in the upper and anterior 
portion of the scrotum, dissects the fascia, and invaginates it 
into the inguinal canal, then passing a needle with thick thread 
through three points in the canal, viz : the conjoined tendon, 
the triangular fascia, and the external pillar of the ring close 
to Poupart's ligament. The ends of the ligature are left in the 
two former punctures, and a central loop in the latter, passing 
through the pillars of the external ring, and through the same 
opening in the skin of the groin. A compress of glass or 
wood is then tied firmly upon the axis of the canal, by passing 
the ends of the ligature through the loop, and tying over the 
compress. The advantages of this operation over all its pre- 
decessors are obvious, and its successes in a high degree en- 
couraging. It is adaped to inguinal hernise of every variety, 
large and. small, old and recent, direct or oblique. Even in 
case of failure, the patient would be in a better condition than 
before the operation. 

Dr. Chisholm, Professor of Surgery in the Medical College 
of South Carolina, aft;er seeing Dr. Wood operate in June, 
1859, thinking that the incision in the skin was unnecessary 
(as the invagination of the fascia alone did not obviate the 
objection Mr. Wood expected to meet by this process, viz.: the 
prevention of any dragging upon the invaginated scrotum), 
modified that operation, first, by invaginating without incision, 
as in Wutzer'S ; and secondly, by only making two punctures 
instead of three. Dr. Chisholm believed that a single loop 
passed from without through the two columns would be suffi - 
cient to obliterate the ring, and keep the columns in appo- 
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BitioD, until the lymph efiViBed in the site of the thread would 
cause adhesioD, and permanent obliteration of the ring, restor- 
ing the external obliqne to its primitive condition, before its 
fibers had been forced asunder by the protruding body. The 
first case operated npon in this manner was in November 18, 
1859, and the operation has been often since repeated, both by 
himself and others in this city, with the best results. Dr. 
Chisholm published this operation in the Charleston Medical 
Journal for May, 1860. In the London Medical Times and 
Oazette for Febmary 4, 1860, two cases are reported by Messrs. 
Curling and Ferguson, adopting nearly the same modification 
upon Wood as this of Dr. Chisholm. The honor of priority, 
however, belongs to the American surgeon. Dr. 0. having 
operated November 18, Mr. Curling December 1, and Mr. Fer- 
guson December 17, 1860. Other modifications of this opera- 
tion have since been suggested, but of minor importance, such 
as the difibrent curves of the needles employed, the clamp upon 
which the ligature is fastened externally, as also the material 
used for the suture. Although Wood's operation is a great 
improvement upon all previously devised, it still has its disad- 
vantages. Even if we overlook the incision which complicates 
the operation, and would deter many from availing themselves 
of its advantages, we still have the length of time necessary 
to keep the patient in bed — not less than firom twenty to thirty 
days ; after that, a truss has to be worn for a considerable pe- 
riod, to counteract any undue pressure upon the recent inflam- 
matory agglutinations. The suppurations from the sutures, 
and the continuous pain connected with the inflammation, are 
likewise disadvantages. These and other considerations, have 
induced Dr. Chisholm not to rest satisfied with the successes 
gained, even by his modification of Wood's operation, but to 
add a still greater improvement, simplifying the entire proce- 
dure, and obviating nearly all the objections which have been, 
or may be urged to Wood's. 

The new operation is as follows : 

The scrotum having been invaginated upon the finger, as 
the only mode of guiding the needle in its passage — a long 
strong curved needle, fixed firmly In a handle, and armed with 
silver wire, guided by the finger, transfixes the scrotum at the 
apex of the invaginated portion, passes through the internal 
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column, and appears throngh the akin of the abdomen, when 
one end of the wire Ib drawn out. The point of the needle ia 
then drawn backward, and disappears again in the canal. Its 
directicm ia then changed. While atill imbedded in the scro- 
tum, and guided upon the finger, ita pointia made to traverse 
the external column of the ring near Poupart'a ligament, lift- 
ing the skin of the abdomen. By gliding the skin upon the 
needle, the point appears through the small puncture made by 
the first paaaage of the needle ; when the other end of the wire 
is seized, the needle ia unarmed and withdrawn through the 
scrotum. 

The finger is now removed from the canal, and the two ends 
of the wire being drawn upon the loop diaaecta the cellular 
tiasue up to the columns, which it hugs closely. By twisting 
the two ends of the wire the columns are felt approaching, un- 
til they are brought in such close apposition aa to aUow nothing 
to paaa between them — ^the apermatic cord, in ita exit, filling 
np all the available apace remaining of the ring. When the 
ring ia felt cloaed, the twisted wire ia drawn firmly outward, 
and clipped off aa doae aa possible to the skin, so that when 
the traction on the skin of the abdomen is removed, the glid- 
ing back of the integuments to their normal position, conceala 
completely the ends of the small loop of silver wire. The 
scrotum haa already fallen back to ita pendent poaition, and 
the only trace of an operaition having been performed ia in the 
two small puncturea, (mo on the acrotum, the other in the ab- 
domen, which require a careful aearoh to find them, and which 
will heal up in a few houra, hermetically incarcerating the ail- 
ver wire. 

A moderate inflammation follows thia operation, without 
much Bwelling or pain, and without any fear of auppuration. 
The wire ia aoon imbedded in a lymph depoait which will not 
only inclose it, thus isolating it from the tiaaues, but at the 
aame time agglutinatea the columna togethw aa an additional 
security to the auccesa of the operation. The patient ia kept 
quiet in bed for four or five daya, until the inflammatory stage 
pasaea ; opium having been given to insure reat, and prevent 
any action on the bowels. When the inflammatory stage has 
passed, a cathartic is administered, and the patient can quit 
the bed, and in a few days resume his occupationa. The silver 
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wire remains as a permanent application. An essential ele- 
ment in^the success of the operatfon is that the loop encircle 
the colnmns of the ring near their points of attachment to the 
pelris ; otherwise the colnmns can not be approached, the ring 
remains open, and the results can only be negative. If this 
step of the operation be carefhlly followed, a radical cure may 
nearly be guaranteed. 

The advantages of the operation are as follows: the patient 
is not detained in bed on his back for three or four weeks, as 
in Wood's or in Wntzer's. No excess of inflammation is to 
be apprehended. No subsequent use of a trusi^ is required, 
and there is no fear of a return of the rupture from the giving 
way of the recently formed, but still delicate adhesion, through 
any undue muscular effort on the part of the patient, for the 
reliance is upon the silver bond — the surgeon having provided 
his patient with a never-failing silver truss. The operation is 
applicable to hemisB of every character. When the protrusion 
is large, and the ring voluminous, several points of suture 
might be applied, thihough tho same puncture in the scrotum, 
and skin of the abdomen, taking advantage of the facility of 
gliding these integuments over any portion of the external 
abdominal ring. 

The objections which may be urged against this operation 
will probably be, that the silver wire will always act as a 
foreign substance ; but from the experience of Drs. Sims, Simp- 
son, Moffatt, and others, we may assume that this is not the 
ease, and from experience in its application in hernial opera- 
tions, we know that it can remain harmlessly imbedded in the 
tissues for any length of time. Of course, flax or silk sutures 
can not be used in this subcutaneous operation. Another ob- 
jection perhaps may be, that the cut-off twist of the wire will 
irritate and ulcerate the skin. But this has not been found so, 
for the skin here is very loose, and, therefore, not so liable to 
be injured by a small foreign body beneath it ^ and we have 
every reason to believe, that a deposit will soon encase it, and 
render it permanently innocuous. These views were first prac- 
tically carried out upon the living subject, November 17, I860, 
at the surgical clinique, in the presence of the class, and a 
number of professional gentlemen. Three cases have since 
been operated upon. And as bemisd are exceedingly commoo 
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lesions among the laboring negro population of the southern 
states, and as the carelessness of this class of people renders 
the advantages of a truss nugatory, ample opportunity will 
be afforded of testing in time the validity and superiority of 
this operation over all other modes of radically curing inguinal 
hernia. 



On the Use of SiimulanU in the Treatment of Continued 
Fever. — By Dr. Twebdib, Physician to the London Fever 
Hospital, etc. 

Speaking upon this subject in his recent Lumleian lectures 
before the Koyal College of Physicians, Dr. Tweedie says : 

"It is always necessary to watch the effects of the first few 
doses of wine, and if the pulse abates in ftequency, becomes 
soft and fuller, the tongue moist, and the heat of the skin not 
increased ; and, when there has been delirium, if the patient 
becomes more calm, and has intervals of sleep, we may feel 
sure that the wine is, doing good. On the other hand, if the 
pulse increases in frequency and strength, the skin becomes 
hotter, and the patient restless, flushed, and excited, with throb- 
bing of the temporal and carotid arteries, we may consider 
either that wine is not suited to the case, or has been given 
too early, and should, therefore, be withdrawn. But, as a gen- 
eral rule, it is perhaps better to give wine a little too early than 
a little too late, since if it appears to disagree, it is easy to sus- 
pend its use ; but it may be very difficult to restore the vital 
powers if they have been allowed to remain too long unsup- 
ported. 

" Nor should the wine or brandy be discontinued until conval- 
escence is fairly established ; but .as the symptoms for which 
the stimulants have been prescribed disappear, ttie quantity 
should be gradually abridged by giving smaller portions and 
at more distant intervals. 

" In regard to the amount of wine and alcoholic stimulants 
that may be administered in typhus, no precise rules can be 
laid down, as the ever-varying circumstances presented by in- 
dividual cases can alone determine this. It is prudent to begin 
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with half an ounce or an ounce, and to repeat this amount at 
longer or shorter intervals, according to the effect produced. 
From six to twelve ounces may be considered to be an average 
daily allowance, but sometimes it is necessary to give two or 
^hree pints, or even more, in twenty-four hours, and it is sur- 
prising to observe, without the slightest intoxicating effect, even 
when the patient has been previously unaccustomed to stimu- 
lants. Indeed, in low fevers, the exhausted state of the nerv- 
ous system appears to be antidote to the effects of stimulants — 
in short, to create a tolerance of wine and diffusible stimulants. 

^^ The wine should always be conjoined with nourishment, in 
order to assist its due assimilation, though in many cases the 
digestive powers are so feeble that they are unable to elaborate, 
even the lightest articles of food, and, therefore, the wine or 
brandy may be given simply diluted with water. 

'*' I have just alluded to the daily quantity of wine that it 
may be necessary,to prescribe in typhus, and stated that no 
precise rules can be laid down, as the circumstances of each 
case must determine it. You are doubtless aware that there 
is a great tendency in the present day to revive the Browno- 
nian system, which flourished for a time in the latter part of 
the last century, in all acute diseases, including fevers, without 
regard to individual peculiarities. The doctrine inculcated by 
some teachers with respect to inflammation is, that this pro- 
cess being a deranged nutrition, involving supply and waste, 
and the waste being considerable while the inflammatory process 
lasts, there must be a compensating supply ^ that as the sup- 
plies for the formation of the abnormal products of pus and 
lymph must bo drawn from the blood, or from the tissues, or 
from both, the vital powers become exhausted, in prop<Mration 
to the organic disintegration that takes place. Hence it is 
concluded, that the more the inflammatory process draws upon 
the blood, the greater will be the exhaustion of vital force, and 
the consequent effect upon the whole frame. 

^^ Upon this physiological theory of the phenomena of in- 
flammation, is based the overthrow of established therapeutic 
principles, on which the treatment has been for ages conducted. 
But surely even the abettors of this theoretical view must ad- 
mit that the object of treatment is to anticipate or prevent 
those so-called destructive processes : in other words, to pro- 
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mote resolution by all available means. Is this to be accom- 
plished by extravagant doses of wine and brandy, regardless 
of the every- varying condition of the sufferer or period of the 
disease ? 

'^ Similar reasoning is adduced in regard to the phenomena 
of fevers, whatever be their type or special circumstances. It 
is against the indiscriminate employment of stimulants in fever 
that we protest, being convinced that their proper administra- 
tion requires as much consideration as is generally bestowed 
on other measures employed as curative agents. 

" The enormous quantities of wine and brandy recommended 
in even the early stage of fevers, whatever be the form, the 
individual circumstances, or whether there be local affections 
present, have often surprised me, and inclined me to doubt the 
accuracy of the statements. I have certainly seen intercurrent 
inflammations materially aggravated by the .injudicious stimu- 
lation adopted, and on more than one occasion all the ordinary 
characters of acute delirium tremens supervene when the un- 
limited administration of brandy had been left to the discretion 
of a nurse, who fancied that she was only obeying instructions 
when she poured down dose after dose of pure brandy. There 
is surely no practical philosophy in such indiscriminate labuse 
of a really valuable remedy when given on rational principles ; 
and I deem it the duty of every physician who is convinced of 
the dangerous tendency of the Brownonian doctrine applied 
indiscriminately in the treatment of diseases, acute as well as 
chronic, to express his opinion boldly and decidedly, that the 
young and inexperienced practitioner may be warned of the 
dangerous consequences ofthis recently revived doctrine. * * * 

^^ Let me also allude to the importance of giving the wine, 
at stated intervals, and only when the excitement is moderate. 
It is especially necessary to give it during the night, when 
there is often great exhaustion. A dose of wine judiciously 
given at this diurnal period is oft;en followed by calm, refreshing 
sleep ; and hence the incalculable advantage of an interested, 
experienced nurse, on whom so much responsibility — ^indeed 
the life of the patient — often rests." — Lancet. 
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EDITOEIAL 



PKOPTLAMIN. 

This agent is said to be obtained from Herring-hrine^ by 
some kind of chemical manipulation. Why our pharmaciens 
should have thought of experimenting on this offensive offal, 
to obtain an agent in the Materia Medica, it is hard to imagine ; 
but as they have presented us with it, it becomes our duty to 
determine its applicability in the treatment of disease. Propy- 
lamin is a yellowish liquid, having a mawkish, disagreeable 
taste, and an intolerably fcetid, offensive odor. It has been 
recommended, I believe, in the treatment of but one disease — 
rheumatism. 

I have experimented with this agent for about one year, and 
profess to give nothing but the results, as observed by me. 
These, it will be seen, differ somewhat from the published 
statements in regard to its action. I employ the remedy in 
this form: — 

R. — Propylamin, 3 j, 

Syrupus Simplex, 3 vj. 

Medium dose, 3 ss., every three hours. Maximum dose, 3 j., 
administered the same. 

The remedy was highly recommended as a specific in what 
is termed acute ivjlaramatory rheumatism. In such cases, I 
employed it first. In three of the cases, it appeared to pro- 
duce but little influence, except slight acceleration of the pulse, 
and increased irritability of the patient. In four cases, there 
was marked disturbance of the nervous system ; in two of 
these, delirium, with a frequent irregular pulse, and rapid 
prostration. In neither of the seven cases, was there the 
slightest abatement of the disease. 

I have employed it, however, with marked advantage, in 
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this ibrm of the disease, when sedation had been produced, 
and the secretions established by the use of other means. Its 
effects are most conspicuons in those cases where the acute 
symptoms have been arrested ; the parts affected being still 
swollen, stiff, and painful on motion, it relieves the patient 
rapidly. In chronic rheumatism, it may be employed with 
advantage, only when the secretions from the skin and kidneys 
are free. 

It is my opinion, that Fropylamin can not be used with safety, 
unless excretion is free ; otherwise, it will give rise to decom- 
position of the blood, and the production of typhoid disease. 
This is but my opinion, and I am as well aware as any one, 
that one yearns employment of a remedy, by a single person, 
can not establish its value. My correspondent in Missouri, can 
be assured that the agent does possess medical properties ; and 
in certain cases of rheumatism, can be used with advantage. 
It is not, however, a B^eoific. s. 



CHRONIC NEPHRITIS. 

Another correspondent wishes me to give him my treatment 
of this disease, by letter. As he did not, however, send stamps 
to pay postage, the readers of the Journal may have the an- 
swer : — 

Chronic N^hritia is a disease that progresses slowly, but 
will as surely terminate fatally as consumption, if not arrested 
by appropriate treatment. Its causes are various ; an acute 
inflammation, aiTcst of other excretions, kidneys being over- 
worked, the free use of stimulating diuretics, the extension of 
disease from the bladder or other parts of the urinary appara- 
tus, etc. It generally occurs in persons of middle age, who 
have impaired their health by hard work, mental or physical, 
or by excesses. One or both kidneys may be affected. 

Symptoms. — ^The patient applies to the physician, on account 
of the general impairment of the health and derangement of 
the digestive organs. On examination, we find the appetite is 
poor ; food, when taken, does not digest well, and causes un* 
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easiness ; the bowels are constipated ; skin, dry and harsh ; 
patient is irritable and restless, and does not sleep well at 
night. Upon closely questioning the patient, we find he has 
experienced a sensation of weight and tension in the loins, 
with sometimes dull, aching pain, and tenderness on pressure ; 
frequently we find tenderness on pressure, over the lower dor- 
sal and lumbar vertebrae. Sometimes there is sensation of 
heat in the urinary passages, with frequent desire to micturate ; 
occasional retraction of testicle, with pain in testes or glans- 
penis. The urine varies greatly ; it is generally, however, 
small in quantity, and highly colored, depositing a brick-dust 
sediment ; rarely it is normal in quantity, has an alkaline re- 
action, is frothy, containing mucus, epithelium, albumen, or 
an excess of the phosphates. The disease presents periods of 
aggravation, generally from exposure to cold, or excess in diet ; 
when all the symptoms are increased. One of the most promi- 
nent signs of the disease, we find in the appearance of the 
tongue, which is somewhat enlarged, covered with a whitish 
far, harsh, and fissured, the deptli of the fissures generally cor- 
responding with the severity of the disease ; in its latter stages, 
a dark sordcs is deposited in them. 

The disease continues in this way, from two or three weeks 
to several months, the patient being able to go around, and 
frequently to attend to his business ; but with scarcely any pre- 
monitioQ, he becomes bediast ; the pain and weight in the 
loins become severe ; urine, very scanty, and passed with 
pain ; the pulse is small, contracted, and unequal ; extremities 
are cold ; countenance, contracted, and of a leaden or murky 
hue ; coma comes on rapidly, and the patient dies. 

Treatment. — The indications are plain — ^to relieve the kid- 
neys, by getting free secretion from the skin and bowels, and 
by counter-irritation, and then to arrest irritation, and &vor 
the action of the kidneys. First, to get secretion from the skin, 
we employ the alkaline bath, once or twice a day, with brisk 
friction. If there is coldness of the extremities, Tinct. Capsi- 
cum, added to the bath for the extremities, so as to produce 
warmth, and a redish blush, to the skin, is very important. If 
there is great torpidity, the same agent, or Mustard, should be 
usedin the general bath. Internally, I employ infrision of As- 
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clepias, with a small quantity of Lobelia ; or, in place of the 
latter, Tinct. Veratruni Vir., in doses of one or two drops, * 
every two or three hours. If there is much irritation of the 
stomach, an infusion of Peach-tree bark, with counter-irrita- 
tion, to the epigastrium. To induce normal action of the bow- 
els, nothing answers my purpose as well as a strong infusion 
of Leptandra, in wine-glassful doses, every four hours, until 
one evacuation per day is produced. The Irritating Plaster 
over the kidneys, is the best counter-irritant. This treatment 
should be pursued, until secretion from the bowels and skin are 
at least partially restored, before any diuretics are employed. 
Then, to relieve irritation of the kidneys, and gently favor 
their action, I employ infusion of Hair-cap Moss, with the ad- 
dition, sometimes, of decoction of Taraxicum. Add to this, 
the necessary tonics and Iron, as the patient couvalesces, and 
the treatment is complete. 

1 have named but few remedies, yet they have proven effi- 
cient, and if we replace them, it must be by agents possessing 
similar properties. * s. 



LECTURE ON PLACENTA PREVIA. 

We hope every reader of our Journal will peruse the lecture 
on this subject with great care, for in it will be found the em- 
bodiment of most of the medical literature on this subject. 

Placenta PrsBvia occurs so rarely, that the general practi- 
tioner finds himself illy prepared to assume the responsibilities 
of such a case. How important, then, that all should be so 
familiar with the experience of men whose opportunities have 
enabled them to form correct opinions, and lay down the true 
system of treatment ; and thus be prepared to meet the dan- 
gerous indications, as presented. Such knowledge alone, in 
the few cases that do occur, may save the lives of those thus 
imperiled. 

A very interesting case of this kind was recently brought 
before one of the courts of our city, in an action where it was 
charged, that the physician in the case did not discharge his 
duty. After a ftill and fair investigation, it was found, in this 
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instance, that the rules of the standard authorities had been 
* observed, and that the doctor's practice was fully sustained, 
not only by the authorities, but in the opinions of the medical 
men who t^tified in the case. n. 



TO COREESPONDENTS. 

I have received letters of inquiry in regard to disease, and 
the action of remedies. One was answered by the article 
on Diphtheria — several, by the series of articles, now publish- 
ing, on Diaeasea of the Hearty and two in the present number. 
If the subscribers of the Journal desire, I will continue to an- 
swer such inquiries, to the best of my ability. We intend, the 
present year, if possible, to make the Journal more instructive 
than ever. It was, for many years, the only advocate of Eclec- 
ticism ; it is its main advocate now. Therefore, all Eclectics, 
who have the good of the cause at heart,** should, as I think, 
aid in giving it a wide circulation, and in supplying its pages 
with practical matter. s. 



ECLECTIC MEDICAL INSTITUTE. 

The closing exercises of the Winter session, took place on 
Wednesday evening, February 6th, at which time twenty-nine 
members of the Class were graduated ; particulars of which 
will be given in the next number of the Journal. k. 



OUR CLINIC REPORTS. 

In view of the insertion of several long articles, both origi- 
nal and selected, in this number of the Journal, we have con- 
cluded to defer the commencement of our Clinic Reports to 
the next month. k. 
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DIPHTHEEIA— IS IT A MODIFIED FOKM OF SCAR- 
LATINA t 

There halb been much discussion of this subject in the medi- 
cal periodicals this winter. , Some contending stoutly that the 
diphtheria, now prevailing, is nothing but the scarlatina with- 
out the raah. The majority have decided that they are distinct 
diseases, though somewhat analagons; in which opinion I 
concur. We meet occasionally with cases, however, that seem 
to show a close relationship between the two diseases. I have 
two cases in point. In October last, I was called to see a child 
of Mr. C , it was a well marked and severe case of diphthe- 
ria, without any eruption. Another child was attached four 
days after ; the angina was not so severe, and the diphtheritic 
exudation not so abundant. On the evening of the second 
d9,y, a rash appeared upon the skin, presenting every appear- 
ance of scarlatina ; run the same course, and terminated 'in 
similar desquamation. Two other children had diphtheria in a 
mild form the succeeding week, but without any eruption. On 
the first of this month, was called to see a child of 'Esquire H. 
H.'s, it was, as I thought, a well marked case of scarlet-fever ; 
the eruption covered the entire body, continued the regular 
time, and terminated in desquamation ; the throat was not se- 
verely afiected, diphtheritic exudation confined to tonsils. The 
succeeding week, two other children were attacked with diph- 
theria, without the slightest affection of the skin. — s. 
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fessor of Theory and Practice of Medicine and Pathology ; 
late of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children in 
the Electic Medical Institute, Cincinnati ; formerly Professor 
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Author of " A Treatise on Diseases of Women," etc., etc. 
Volume I, pages, 813 ; vol. II, pages, 1010. Cincinnati : 
Moore, Wilstach, Keys & Co., printers, 25 West Fourth 
Street, 1859. 
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We make the following extract from the Preface of Vol. I, 
which treats upon General and Special Therapeutics : 

" In preparing this treatise on General and Specirf Therapeu. 

tics, the authors have endeavored to present a mass of inform- 
ation, which heretofore has been out of the reach of the gene- 
ral medical reader. We have long felt the want of an elemen- 
tary -treatise on this subject, by the aid of which we could 
impress what we conceive to be the groundwork of practical 
medicine upon the minds of our students. It is true much of 
this information may be found in the elaborate treatises on 
materia-medica published within the last half century, but this 
is in detached portions, and scattered through large volumes, 
and so associated with special medicinal agents, that it has not 
its full influence upon the mind of the reader. It has been our 
object to collect these scattered facts — adding tg them the latest 
inquiries upon the subject, and the results of our experience — 
arranging them in such a form as to clearly present the prin- 
ciples of therapeutics. 

We are well aware that this volume is deficient in many 
particulars ; but when the character of the subject is consid- 
ered — the difficulty of rationally accounting for everything 
connected with the administration of remedies, which almost 
invariably have been at first empirically prescribed, the reader 
we trust will excuse all the errors of omission and commission, 
which we have found it impossible to avoid. 

The scope of the work has been to present first, a succinct 
description of the various theories in regard to disease, and 
principles of treatment which have grown out of them ; hence 
we have noticed antijpathia, Twmeopathy, allopathia, the hru- 
nonian theory, the doctrine of contra-stimulus, the chrono- 
thermal system of medicine and hydropathy. Second, to give 
a concise description of the pathology of disease, the mode by 
which nature removes disease when unaided by medicine — 
the action of medicine upon the system, the parts to which 
medicines are applied, the mode in which medicinal agents act 
when introduced into the stomach, and the art of prescribing 
medicines. Third, to give a classification of medicines, and 
accurately describe each class of agents, their action upon the 
system, why they prove curative, and in what diseases or con- 
ditions of the system they are indicated. 
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It will thus be seen that our field of inquiry has been larg< 
embracing all the points in practical therapeutics, or the tf^eat- 
ment of disease, a correct knowlege of each of which is abso- 
lutely indispensable to the rational practice of medicine. If 
we have so presented them to the reader, as to facilitate the 
study of medicine, we will be abundantly rewarded for our 
labor." 

This volume treats of the subjects under the following heads : 

Abortives — ^Absorption of medicines — Action of medicines 
on the system ; when introduced into stomach^Actual caute- 
rants — AUopathia — Alteratives; action of; therapeutic indi- 
cations — Anaesthetics; history of ; importance of; action of ; 
contra-indications ; local — Antipathia — Antidotes ; table of — 
Antiperiodics — Antacids — Antiseptics ; tonic ; stimulent ; as- 
tringent ; chemical — Antispamodics ; action of — Anthelmin- 
tics; action of — Antilithics — ^Aromatics — Art of prescribing 
medicines — Astringents ; action of; therapeutic application — 
Attenuants. Brunonian theory. Catalytic — Cathartics; ac- 
tion of ; therapeutic indications ; recapitulation — Chrono-ther- 
mal system of medicine — ^Cholagogue cathartics — Chemical 
efiects of remedies — Circumstances connected with the state of 
the patient influencing the prescription of remedies ; age ; sex ; 
temperament ; habit ; indiosyncrary ; disease ; climate ; mode 
of living ; mental action ; previous disease — Classification of 
remedies ; table of — Contra-stimulus, doctrine of. Demul- 
cents ; therapeutic indications — Depurants, Ecnal — Diaphore- 
tics ; action of; therapeutic indications ; recapitulation — Dilu- 
ents ; importance ot^ — Disease; general disease — Diuretics; 
action of; therapeutic indications; recapitulation — Doctrine 
of contra-stimulus — Drastic cathartics. Effects of remedies ; 
physical; chemical; vital — Emetics; action of; therapeutic 
indications — Contra-indications ; recapitulation — Emmena- 
gogues ; action of — Emollients — Epispastics — Errhines ; ther- 
apeutic application — Escharotics — Expectorants; action of. 
Forms in which medicines are exhibited ; powders ; pills ; 
electuaries, confections, conserves ; lozenges ; extracts ; proxi- 
mate principles ; cataplasm ; ointment ; cerate ; plaster ; infu- 
sion ; decoction ; mixture ; tincture ; sirup ; fluid extract. 
General therapeutics ; disease* Headland, propositions in re* 
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gard to the action of remedies^ — ^Hematics, action of — ^Homeo- 
pathia — ^Humoral pathology — ^Hydragogue cathartics— Hydra- 
gogne, Eenal — Hydropathy, Importance of the cntaneous 
secretion — ^Inhalations. Kidneys, material excreted by; im- 
portance of secretion. Laxatives — Lithontriptics — ^Local an- 
sesthetics. Methods of cure — Miasmatic diseases. Narcotics ; 
action of; therapeutic indications ; recapitulation. Objects to 
be obtained by combining medicines — On the mode by which 
the natnral powers of the system remove disease. Parts to 
which medicines are applied — Parturients ; action of — ^Physi 
cal effects of remedies — Preface — ^Prescriptions, mode of form 
ing — Purgatives. Regrigerants ; action of — Eenal hydra 
gogues; depurants — Revulsives; action of — Rubefacients 
Sedatives; action of ; therapeutic indications; topical uses 
recapitulations — Skin, material excreted by — Sialagogues 
therapeutic application — Special therapeutics — Stimulants 
action of; therapeutic indications ; contra-indications — Suppu 
rants. Table of primary and proximate disease — ^Therapeutics 
general ; special — Tonics ; action of; therapeutic indications 
Vesicants — ^Vis medicatrix naturse — ^Vital effects of remedies 
Water-cure treatment — ^What is the province of the Physician ? 
Writing prescriptions. 

We extract from the Preface of the second volume : 

^' The authors offer this volume on Materi Medica to the 
profession as a practical rather than a scientific work ; and yet 
they have used all exertions to bring it up to the present state 
of medical knowledge. Much will be found in the volume 
that is already well known to the profession ; but they believe 
that they have embodied a large amount of new and valuable 
matter, the results of their own and others' experience, that 
will make the careful reading of the work, not only interesting, 
but practically useftil to the practitioner. The plan adopted, 
of grouping agents together that possess similar properties, 
or are used to fulfill the same indications, is certainly the best 
both for the student and practitioner, as in this way many val- 
uable agents will be brought into notice that probably would 
not have been, had the articles been arranged in alphabetical 
order. The plan of the work, so far as the vegetable materia 
medica is concerned, has been to give, first, the botanical name* 
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second, the officinal name of the drng ; third, the botanical 
class and order it belongs to ; fourth, the part used ; fifth, its 
history, where foand,(etc.; sixth, its physical properties; seventh, 
the chemical' analysis; eighth, its therapeutic action; and, 
ointh, its preparations. It will be seen that the botanical de- 
scription of plants has been omitted ; the reasons for which 
were, that this description occupied so much space, that it 
would make the book unwieldy, that it was rarely read by 
students or practitioners, that works on this part were plenty 
and cheap, and, finally, the authors supposed that the space so 
taken up could be much more profitably filled with practical 
matter in relation to the therapeutic action and uses of the 
agents. It will also be noticed that in treating of the concen- 
trated agents, they have not given the mode of praparation, 
for the very good reason that it is kept a secret by the manu- 
facturers. In the description of their action they have been 
as brief as possible, as it is not claimed that they possess any 
properties, not belonging to the plant from which they are 
obtained. 

There are, no doubt, many deficiencies in this volume, some 
of which might probably have been remedied, if time and 
space had been more at the command of the authors. One 
thing, however, they believe they can state positively, that no 
practitioner will be misled by their statements, as they have 
been careful in the selection of authorities, and, wherever pos- 
sible, have confimed the facts by their own experiments. 

In conclusion, they would acknowledge their indebtedness 
for materials for the present volume to the various writers on 
Materia Medica during the present century, as they have re^ 
sorted to all reputable sources in order to correctly estimate 
the true medicinal value of each agent." 

The following embraces the divisions and subjects of the 
second volume : 



Divisioii L 


Class 


I. — ^Emetics. 






n. — Cathartics. 






III. — Diaphoretics. 






IV. — ^Diuretics. 


Division IL 




V. — Sedatives. 






V I.— ^Narcotics. 
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Division 11. 


Class V n.— Stimulants. 






" Vin.--AneBthetic8. 


Pivision TTT. 


« TX.— Tonics. 






" X.— Alteratives. 


a 


IV. 


" XI. — ^BevnlsiTes. 




V. 
VI. 

vu. 

VITT. 


" XTT. — Astringents. 
" XTIT.— Expectorants. 
« XIV. Antiseptics. 
" XV. — Emmenagogaee; 
« XVI. Partorients. 
"XVII.— Abortives. 


4( 
44 
44 


TX. 

X. 

XI. 


"XV III. — ^Antiepasmodica. 
" XTX.— Refrigerants. 
*' XX.^-Anthelminties. 


44 


xn. 


" XXL — Sialagogaea. 
« XXTT.— Errhines. 


44 


XTTI. 


" XXTTT.— Antaddft. 
« X X 1 V .— Antilithica. 


44 


XIV. 


" XXV. — Demulcents. 
"XXVI.— EmolUents. 



To which is added au Appendix of niuetj pages, which is 
classed according to the arrangements of the body of the book. 
The best collection of Formulas ever presented to the profes* 
sion, in a condensed form. 

This work was long promised bj Prof. Jones, and anzionsly 
Idoked for by the Eclectic Medical profession. 

Prof. Jones, being one of the pioneers in Eelecticism, and 
having filled the Chair of Materia Medlca and Therapeutics in 
the Eclectic Medical Institute, most of the time since it was 
founded, is eminently qualified to present to the profession a 
work, which will amply supply a deficiency in this department 
long felt. 

Prof. Scudder having been connected with several of the 
practical departments of the college, and extensively engaged 
in private practice has been enabled to do full justice to his 
part of the work. 

This is another move on the part of eclectics to establish 
and sustain a full and ample literature of their braneh of the 
profession. 8o far ha this wt)rk is concerned^ we can congra- 
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tnlate the profession on the opportunity which they now have 
of supplying themselves with the only book of the kind 
connected with the eclectic school of medicine. 

We feel like nrging upon the readers of the Journal, the 
necessity of procuring and examining it. 

The price of the entire work is $6, to be had by addressing 
Dr. L. E. Jones, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The following works have been received, and will be noticed 
next month : 

" Mechanical Dentistry," by Prof. Richardson. 

" Congenital Malformation of the Rectum," by W. Bodcn- 
hamer, M.D. 

" Hand Book of Hospital Practice," by R. D. Lyons — isr. 



EDITORIAL ABSTRACTS AND CLIPPINGS. 

Stramonium in Neuralgia. By A. Young, M.D., of Pres- 
cott, Wis. 

Messrs. EorroBs : — ^Permit me to call the attention of your 
readers to the value of Stramonium in Neuralgia. 

I am aware that this narcotic is sometimes administered in this 
intractable disease, but so far as my own observation extends, 
it is by no means a common remedy. Here in the West, where 
the Intermittent form of Neuralgia is so prevalent', Quinine 
and Carb. L*on are principally relied upon in its treatment, yet 
these not unfrequently fail to arrest it. I have, however, to 
meet with the first instance that has failed to yield to Stramo- 
nium. In some of the cases in which I have used it. Quinine, 
Carb. Iron, Opium, Aconite, Chloroform, had been tried with- 
out success. 

Although I have used it principally in Intermittent Neural- 
gia, I have also found it superior to any other remedy in that 
department upon Spinal irritation, or connected with general 
HypersBsthesis in females — ^Pleurodynia, etc. 

The mode in which I have given it in the intermittent form, 
is gr. j. of Tilden's Ext. Straraon. FoL, evety two or three 
hours, during the intermission, until the system is decidedly 
affected, indicated by dilated pupil, disordered vision, vertigo, 
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and often hallacinatioDS or mild delirium. When given to this 
extent, it will generally be found unnecessary to repeat it. 
Anything less than this, will be oi comparatively little value. 
In the other forms of Neuralgia, it is not usuaUy necessary .to 
push the remedy so far. 

Beyond the temporary effects following its administration, I 
have never seen the slightest inconvenience result from its use. 
Subsequent constitutional treatment is, of course, often de- 
manded for the relief of debility, etc. — Chicago Med. Ea^am. 



CMoroform Vaj>or in JSar-Ache. — ^The use of oil and chlo- 
roform in ear-ache, is familiar to many. A recent case, treated 
by Dr. L. D. Ford, of this city, develops the use of chloroform 
vapor for this affection, on a method which proved highly 
satisfactory. The patient, a child, suffered severely, and other 
remedies failing. Dr. Ford used the following extemporaneous 
expedient : 

Taking a 2 oz. vial, a small opening was punched through 
the bottom ; a little cotton wool, soaked with cbloroformj was 
then put into the vial. The mouth of the vial was now applied 
to the external meatus. The attendant then, placing his lips 
to the punctured extremity of the vial, blew the vapor into the 
external ear. The relief was instantaneous, and the patient 
soon fell ^leep, being cured by this single local application. 
We commend the above method, as well worthy of trial in 
cases of this painful affection of childhood. — Southern Med. 
and Surg. Journal ; St. Joseph Med. and Surg. Jourual. 



Cannahis Indica as a Hypnotio. — Dr. Fronmuller, after a 
large number of experiments, draws the following resume of 
the value of this drug : 

Of all anaesthetics ever proposed, Indian Hemp is the one 
which produces a narcotism most closely resembling the natu- 
ral sleep, without causing any extraordinary excitement of the 
vessels, or any particular suspension of the secretions, or with- 
out fear of a dangerous reaction, and conaecutive paralysis. 
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It acts neither as violently nor as surely as opium. It can be 
given in all acute inflammatory diseases, as well as typhoid 
affections. It is well adapted as an alternate with opium, in 
case this ceases to act. Its best mode of administration con- 
sists in pills of the alcoholic extract and powdered seed. The 
smallest dose, susceptible of producing sleep, is eight grains, 
in pills of one grain. This dose, however, must be rapidly 
augmented. The action on the skin, the kidneys and sexual 
organs, attributed to Indian Hemp, is without any practical 
importance. — Prayer Viei^teljahrachrift^ 1860. — Journal oj 
Materia Medica. 

Yentilation at Night, — An extraordinary fallacy, is the 
dread of night air. What air can we breathe at night, but 
night air ? The choice is between pure night air, from with- 
out, and foul night air, from within. Most people prefer the 
latter. An unaccountable choice. What will they say, if it is 
proved to be true, that fully one half of all the diseases we 
suffer from, is occasioned by people sleeping with their win- 
dows shut ? An open window, most nights in the year, can 
never hurt any one. In great cities, night air is often the best 
and purest air to be had in the twenty-four hours. I could 
better understand, in town, shutting the windows during the 
day, than during the night, for the sake of the sick. The ab- 
sence of smoke, and quiet, all tend to make the night the best 
time for airing patients. One of our highest medical authori- 
ties on consumption and climate, has told me that the air of 
London is never so good as after ten o'clock at night. — Flor- 
ence Nightingale. — New Orleans Medical News and Hospital 
Gazette. 



On the Treatment of Blennorrhagia hy Injections of Sub- 
nitrate of Bismuth, (Bulletin General de Therapeutique, 
Sept. 30, 1860.) — The subnitrate of bismuth has been lately 
recommended as a local application in blennorrhagia, but as the 
results were not altogether satisfactory, M. Mourlon has inves- 
tigated the circumstances which prevent the success of this kind 
of medication. He found that the injections of subnitrate of 
bismuth often irritated the urethra ; and on testing the salt, he 
ascertained that it reddened litmus paper. In order to obviate 
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the acidity of the injections, he caused the salt to be washed 
nntil it presented no acid reaction ; and under these circum- 
stances, he has found the injection almost uniformly successiul, 
and has introduced its use into the military hospitals. In a 
memoir published by M. Mourlon, he states that out of 37 cases, 
32 were cured, and that the average duration of the treatment 
was twenty-one days. With the exception of four patients who 
came into. the infirmary for relapses, all the cases presented 
blennorrhagia of five to eight days' duration, and they were all 
acute cases. In none of them did inflammation extend to the 
deep parts of the urethra, so rapidly was it arrested in its pro- 
gress by subnitrate of bismuth. 

Severe Case of Primitive Gangrenous Angina treated sua- 
cessfully hy Perchloride of Iron. — Dr. Henry Musset relates 
a case of gangrenous disease of the back of the mouth, which 
resisted all other remedies, but yielded to the employment of 
perchloride of iron. This medicine was administered in a 
draught at periodical intervals, and under its use the fever 
abated, the delirium ceased, and a large patch of ecchymosis, 
which had appeared on the right side of Ihe chest, began to 
grow pale« Broth and wine were then administered, and every 
day the improvement continued ; the breath was no longer 
foetid, the tissues became clean, and at length the patient, who 
had appeared moribund, was restored to life. Dr. Musset at- 
tributes the recovery entirely to the use of the perchloride, be- 
cause it was the only medicine employed internally from the 
time when the worst symptoms appeared, and because the im- 
provement continued regularly, as soon as its administration 
was begun. With regard to the patch of ecchymosis which 
appeared on the chest, the perchloride seems to have acted bene- 
ficially in removing it, whether this interstitial hemorrhage was 
produced by the gangrene having destroyed some vein, or whe- 
ther it was the consequence of an alteration of the fluids under 
the influence of a general cause. It is certain that, under the 
use of the perchloride of iron, both the gangrenous disease of the 
throat and the ecchymosis on the chest were completely cured. — 
Z' Union Medicate^ Sept. 6, 1860. 

Married— Feb. 19, 1861 , at the residence of the bride's father, Jacksonville, HI., 
by Rev. S. T. CaUaway, J. L. Reat, M.D., of Tuscola, lU., to Miss Saujx M. 
Callaway, of Jacksonville. 
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Abtiolb I. — On Injecting the Cavity of the Uterus. By Pro- 
fessor Z. Fbbeman, M.D. 

This operation is the most readily performed with the syringe 
catheter^ an instrument of the size of the male catheter, made 
straight, excepting a slight carve at its distal extremity. There 
is a small aperture in the end of* the instrument, through which 
the jBiuid may pass. It is filled and used, as any other syringe. 
By introducing the vaginal speculum, the syringe catheter 
may be easily passed into the os and cavity of the uterus ; or, 
with the index finger against the edge of the os uteri, it may 
be guided into the uterus. It requires some practice to per* 
form the latter operation dexterously. 

In purulent discharges from the uterus, also grumous and 
foetid discharges ; or, where the uterine secretion is tenacious, 
ropy, mucoid or gelatinous, oozing ftova the os uteri in greater 

Wholk Series XX. 
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or less qnantities, resisting all other means of cure that I have 
tried, I relieve it entirely by injecting into the uterns a solution 
of Chloride of Zinc : — 

R. — Ziuc Chloride, grs. ij. 
Water, 3 j. M. 

Inject one drachm, once in three or four days. 

Chronic menorrhagia, of from one year to twelve years' du- 
ration, I have cured effectually, by using injections, a^ above 
described ; in some cases, only two, and in otliers, three times. 

I will report two, out of a number of cases of menorrhagia, 
to show the result of the treatment : 

Miss E , aged twenty-four years, had been afflicted 

with menorrhagia for nearly two years ; there being scarcely 
three days during the month, that she was not ai^oycd 
with sanguinous uterine exudation — some days, it amount- 
ed to rather a profuse hemorrhage. She was pale and 
feeble ; her limbs and face slightly puffed ; uterus enlarged, 
and considerably prolapsed ; pains in her back and h'ps ; and she 
was unable to walk about the house, without being much 
fatigued, and suffering considerable pain. Erigeron, Tannin, 
Kino, Cinnamon, Iron, and other medicines, and usual means, 
failed to relieve her ; but, by injecting the uterus with Chloride 
of Zinc twice, she became entirely relieved, and since that pe- 
riod, which has been about one year, she has been entirely free 
from that annoyance, having her menses regularly at the pro- 
per period, in proper quantities, and without any unnatural 
amount of pain, and continuing only about three or four days. 

Mrs. J , aged 36 years, sanguine-bilious-encephalic tem- 
perament, has been afflicted with menorrhagia for twelve years, 
excepting six months of that time, during which the menses 
became arrested. Her bleeding was constant, every day in the 
month, and at times quite profuse. She had tried a number 
of the prominent physicians of our city, to no purpose, and 
becoming discouraged, from want of Buccess in treatment, 
weak and sickly, ihe had concluded to saffelr on UDmoleBted, 
until a desired early death would terminate the difficulty. 
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I used an injection of the Chloride of Zinc, to the cavity of 
the uterus twice, and since that time — which has been about a 
year — as in the above case, she has been entirely relieved, 
having her menstruation in a normal quantity, at proper pe- 
riods, and continuing only three or four days, with only a nor- 
mal amount of pajn. 

In such cases of monorrhagia, there is an engorgement of 
the uterus, and of its lining membrane, which is weak and 
spongy, and allows a constant exudation of blood. Chloride 
of Zinc corrects this condition of the mucous .membrane^ 
strengthens the coats of the capillaries of the part, and thus, 
by its tonic influence, prevents any further exudation ; and 
then, by constitutional treatment, as tonics, hip baths, moist 
bandages about the hips, etc., the general health is improved, 
and the excitement deverted away from the part. In purulent, 
grumous, foetid, and other discharges from the uterus, th^ 
Chloride of Zinc corrects the condition of the Irning memr 
brane of the uterus, as it would if applied to the throat in dis- 
ease of that part ; and thus the secretion is changed or ar- 
rested. 

In injecting the uterus, the operator should be exceedingly 
careful not to have the preparation too strong, commencing 
with, and using it quite weak, from gr. i to gr. ^, in 3 j. of 
water, increasing its strength at every time of using it, until 
the pain indicates that its strength should not be increased, al- 
though some patients will bear it double or treble the strength 
of others. I have one case of tertiary-syphilitic uterine-leu- 
corrhea, in which I use twenty grains of Zinc Chloride to one 
ounce of water. The usual strength of the solution which I use, 
is two grains to one ounce of water; and this, in most cases, 
causes very severe pain. When this solution is injected into 
the utems, it causes scarcely any pain for a few minutes, and 
then the pain increases to an alarming extent, of a contracting, 
bearing-down character, as in dysmenorrhoea ; also, causing 
cramps in the uterus, and over the abdomen ; the hands and 
feet become cold, and the patient suffers almost intolerably. 
Sometimes, syncope is the result. This should be obviated by 
the prompt attentionof the physician and nurse, or it may ter- 
minate seriously to the patient. The warm pediluvium should 
be used immediately. A flannel cloth should be wrung out ot 
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hot hop-water, and applied over the pubic region, a sinapiBm 
to the back ; and give the patient, internally : — 

3;.— Morphine, gr. i. 

Tine. Oelseminnm, gtt, v}., 
Oomp. Spts. Lavander, 3 j. M.| 

Every half hour, in a little water, until the pain Bnbsides to 
»ome extent ; and then do not nee it bo often, or only every one, 
two or three honrB, aB needed. Sometimes Chloroform maybe 
inhaled, when other means fail to give immediate relief. 

The conrse of treatment by injecting the nterns, is severe, 
indeed ; but the great cnre of such a terrible annoyance, that 
makes life almost intolerable, and deprives it of most of its 
pleasures, warrants the operation, which, in skillful and expe- 
rienced hands, is conducive of such great and permanent 
results. 

Cincinnati^ 276 Sixth Street. 



Art. II. — A Case in Practice^ By John G. Bich, M. D. 

May 27, 1860. — ^I was called, in consultation with Dr. George 
Howell, of this city, to visit a child of Mr. P.'s, aged 22 
months. Found the child affected with an abscess, occupying 
the lateral half of the foBsa supraspinatus of the right scapula, 
and extending to the dorsal vertebrae. 

Some three months previous to this date, the child fell out 
the front door, striking the right shoulder; the seat of injury 
shortly afterward being attacked with all the symptoms of or- 
dinary inflammation ; which symptoms were removed by ap- 
propriate remedies. Nearly two months after this accident, 
she fell from a chair, and struck the same shoulder ; since 
which time, now some five weeks, the abscess has been gradu- 
ally forming;, until it has reached the above described dimen- 
sions, accompanied with active inflammatory symptoms, vio- 
lent pain, the least motion of the arm causii^ the child to 
scream with agony. They referred the case to Dr. Howell, by 
whom I was requested to attend in counsel. 
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The present symptoms are, — anorexia; dian*hea; pulse, 
qoiek and feeble; tongue, coated; skin, hot and dry; counten- 
ance, pale and haggard ; I'estless and irritable ; distinct fluc- 
tuation in the abscess, with a thinning of the cuticle, or deter- • 
mination to the smface, about the apex of the superior verte- 
bral margin of the scapula ; and after very careM examina- 
tion, we both came to the conclusion that there were no bones 
broken. 

The treatment, up to this period, has been — externally, the 
application of Ungt. Althee, with the internal administration 
of Wine Tinct. of Orawley, for fever, and Geranin, to arrest 
the diarrhea. 

Treatment. — Apply a cataplasm of Humulus, Pulv. Ulmus, 
Pulv. Sem. Lini, Pulv. Lobelia Fol. aa. to the abscess, chang- 
ing the poultice three times a day. Internally, — 

»•— Syr. Stillingia, 01 3 iij. 
Potass. lodid., grs. x. H« 

Give ten drops, three times a day. At the same time, continue 
the Tinct. Orawley. 

May 29. — Now apply the Ungt. AlthsB first, and then the 
poultice over it ; otherwise, continue as before. 

May 31. — ^Evidently better; the child endeavors to use the 
arm ; appetite is much better ; rests well at night ; the abscess 
is also pointing about three lines above the center of the spine 
of the scapula. 

We now substituted Spts. -fith. Nitr. for the Tinct. Orawley ; 
otherwise, continue the same treatment. 

June 9. — ^The abscess ruptured about midnight, and from 
description given by the mother, discharged about a pint of thin 
yellow pus ; this morning, it is discharging, quite freely, a 
thick muco-puruicnt matter. There is extensive disorganiza- 
tion of the tissue, leaving an external opening, the size of a 
quarter of a dollar. The swelliug has entirely disappeared, 
and the case is doing as well as could be expected. Oontinue 
the same treatment, excepting a decrease in the quantity of Lo- 
belia in the poultice. 

June 20. — The wound is discharging but little, and has 
nearly healed. This child has also passed some long, round 
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worms, for which proper anthelinentics have been admiDisterod. 
The Sjnip of Stillinvia has been omitted, and tonics substi- 
tuted. It has frequently had a return of diarrhea, occasionally 
amounting, almost, to a dysenteric discharge; which dis- 
charges have been arrested by Geranin and Hydrastiu. The 
poultice is now applied without the Lobelia. 

August 4. — So far as the difficulty npon the shoulder is con- 
cerned, the child is perfectly well. It has recovered perfect 
nse of the arm and shoulder. Tlte wound has healed by granu- 
lation, leaving but a small cicatrix. Tlie difficulty presenting 
now, is a contraction of the muscles of the left leg ; the limb 
is flexed upon the thigh, and the child has no use of it. There 
is also every indication of an abscess forming in the lumbar 
region of the back, over the right kidney. There is no doubt 
but that the present symptoms are the result of constant nurs- 
ing, and retention of the limb in one position, for so long a 
period, as the child has scarcely been out of its mother's arms 
since the accident. 

We applied a stimulating lotion to the limb, and endeavored 
to induce the child to use it ; also, prohibited the mother nura- 
ing it, or if she does, to hold it upon the other side. Continue 
the internal administration of tonics and mild stimulants. 

I neglected to mention, in the commencement of this article, 
that this little patient is of a scrofulous cachexia. 

Sept. 11. — This patient has been taken to the country, in 
order to obtain the benefits to be derived from the pure country 
air. I visited it to-day, with Dr. Howell. 

Present Appearances and Symptoms^ — Patient worse; pale, 
emaciated, wasted almost to a skeleton ; large abscess over the 
right kidney ; presenting the same general appearances as 
the abscess upon the scapula ; child, restless, peevish and ir- 
ritable; anorexia; abdomen, swollen and tense ; urine^ scanty, 
high coloied, and voided with difficulty; pnlse, weak and wiry; 
extremities, cold ; lips, colorless ; eyes, sunken and glassy. It 
is evidently, almost, articulo mortis. 

Treatment. 

B. — ^Hydrastin, Comin, aa. grs. v. 
Ferri Ferrocyn, grs. iv. 
Xantboxyllin, grs. vj. 
Asclepin, grs. X. M. 
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Div. in Chart. No. x. Dose — one, every three hours. 

At the same time, ordered a diet of fresh beef, eggs, etc. 
Bathe the extremities frequently with hot liquor ; apply the 
Bame external applications to the abscess, as was applied to the 
former one ; also, give bfoken doses of Eupatorin (Purpu.), in 
connection with the free use of Water-Melon seed tea. 

The child rapidly improved under this treatment, and in a 
con pie of weeks was brought back to the city. Shortly after- 
Ward the abscess opened, discharged quite copiously pus simi- 
lar to that discharged from the one upon the scapula. The 
treatment, externally, was the same in both cases, and upon 
the administration of tonics and stimulants in connection with 
a generous diet", the child recovered, and now — Jan. 6, 1861 — 
is as well, quite fleshy, hearty, and as lively as most children 
of her age ; and has been in this condition for the last two 
mouths. 



Art. III. — Diseases of the Heart. By Prof. Souddeb. 

(Continued.) 

Ii^fiammaiion of the Heart. — As will be noticed in a previ- 
ous article, this disease is divided, according to the seat of the 
inflammation, into Pericarditis^ Carditis^ and Endocarditis^ 
or an inflammation of the pericardium, muscular structure, 
and endocardium, or lining membrane. 

Symptoms of Pericarditis. — Very frequently the disease is 
ushered in by a marked chill or rigor, though sometimes it is 
diflSicult to detect. To this succeeds febrile reaction ; the skin 
becomes hot, though perspirable ; the pulse is generally full, 
strong, hard, and frequent ; the urinary secretion is somewhat 
arrested, and bowels constipated. Considerable oppression at 
the praecordia is felt, with much anxiety, which constantly in- 
creases. A more or less acute pain is experienced under the 
left nipple, sometimes so severe as to render respiration ex- 
tremely difficult ; there is tenderness on pressure over the 
heart. The pulsations of the heart are much stronger than 
usual, sometimes regular, though frequently irregular, tumul- 
tuous, unequal or intermittent ; frequently, paroxysms of pal- 
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pitation, when the impulse can be readily felt by the hand. 
By the end of the second day, we find that the feeling of 
anxiety and oppression has so increased as to be almost in- 
supportable. The pulse is unequal, oppressed, irregular, small 
and rapid ; often intermittent. The skin is cither hot, dry, and 
constricted ; or an increased heat of the trunk, with coldness 
of the extremities, which are frequently covered with a cold- 
clammy perspiration ; sometimes nausea and vomiting comes 
on, which, to some extent, obscures the disease ; in other cases, 
a severe singultus occurs, greatly aggravating the sufferings 
of the patient. If the adjoining pleura is implicated, respira- 
tion is hurried, short and shallow, sometimes interrupted by 
broken sighs, or by deep catching inspirations. Sometimes, 
in this stage, there is noticed a diffused rumbling sound, re- 
sembling the to-and-fro sound in pleuritis ; frequently, there 
is a more or less marked bellows-sound. 

With the appearance of effusion — which may occur at any 
period from the first to the fourth day — we notice an increased 
dullness on percussion, and diminution of the sounds of the 
heart on auscultation. K there is much effusion, there is 
marked and extensive dullness on percussion ; a weak and dif- 
fused impulse of the heart ; a small, weak, irregular pulse, 
and extreme or. constant dyspncea. Very frequently, the coun- 
tenance becomes tumid, bloated and livid. Motion induces 
faintness or syncope, the pulse nearly disappearing. 

Sometimes the general symptoms are very light during the 
entire course of the disease, there being but the anxiety and 
oppression, with occasional lancinating or tearing pains, and 
increased frequency and irregularity of pulse to mark the 
progress of the disease. 

Symptoms of Carditis, — The patient experiences a violent 
pain in the region of the heart, with anxiety, preceded or at- 
tended by rigors, chills, or tremblings of the whole frame. To 
these succeed increased heat about the praecordia, or in the 
trunk, while the extremities and fkce are cold, and the whole 
surface is covered by perspiration, which is cold on the ex- 
tremities. The pain is concentrated in the situation of the 
heart, is lacerating or rending, accompanied by the utmost 
agitation and expression of anxiety and distress ; sometimes 
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by screams, and occasionally by general convulsions or swoon- 
ings; The patient feels every pulsation of the heart, rolls 
about to obtain ease, and presses his hand forcibly against the 
prsecordia. The chest is elevated, the head thrown back; 
there is great thirst, but drink is refused on its reaching the 
lips ; and there is often loquacity, passing into delirium as the 
disease advances. The pulse varies remarkably, but is gener- 
ally unequal or irregular, and remarkably small and weak, or 
indistinct. If the disease is not soon arrested, constant jacti- 
tation or tremor, recurring fits of syncope, delirium, and death, 
take place. 

Symptoms cf Endocarditis . — If the inflammation is con- 
fined to the endocardium, actual pain is seldom felt, the patient 
complaining of oppression or anxiety in the.prsecordia, with 
faintness. It is ushered in by a slight chill, but febrile reaction 
is not very well marked. The physical aiffnSj says Dr. Cop- 
land, require the closest attention : — '^ 1. The prsecordia region, 
in simple endocarditis, is shaken by the violence of the heart's 
action, the hand being forcibly resisted by the impulse, when 
applied over this region. The pulsations are felt over a greater 
extent than natural, owing to the turgescence of the organ in 
an inflamed state ; and a vibratory tumor, more or less marked, 
is also sometimes felt. 2. Percussion furnishes a dull sound 
over a greater extent of surface than natural — from four to 
nine or twelve square inches. But in order to distinguish this 
sound from that attending efiusion into the pericardium, it is 
necessary to observe that it coexists with a visible, superficial, 
and sensible pulsation of the heart ; the last being profound, and 
hardly visible or sensible in pericarditis with efiusion. 3. Aus- 
cultation detects a bellows-sound, which marks the true nor- 
mal sounds, or one of them only. The sound is the louder, the 
stronger the action of the heart; and is also rougher, the 
greater the swelling of the valves, and the more abundant or 
concrete the exudation of lymph from the infiamed surface. 
Sometimes, when the palpitations are violent, a metallic sound, 
isochronous with the systole of the ventricle, is heard. 4. The 
force of the heart's contractions is changed, both to the eye 
and touch, and the frequency equally afiected ; the pulse rising 
sometimes as high as 140 and 160, or even higher, in a minute, 
and becoming irregular, unequal, or intermittent. 6. Animal 
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heat is generally also increased, but not nsnally in proportion 
to the angmentation of the circnlation. The arterial pnlsations 
represent the frequency y but not the strength of the heart's ac- 
tion in this disease; for, vhile the contractions of the heart 
are ei.ergetic, the puUe is generally small, soft, and indistinct. 
This is owing to the obstacle opposed to the circulation by the 
sucking of the valves or orifices, or both, or by the fibrinous 
exudations formed around them — a smaller quantity of blood 
being thrown into the arterial trunks ; hence, probably, arise 
the pallor, anxiety, jactitation, fointness, leipothymla, want of 
consciousness, etc., so frequently observed." 

If the venous circulation is obstructed, the dyspnoea is 
greatly increased, the face is bloated and livid, oedema appears. 
In such case, the patient experiences the most distressing op- 
pression ; can not lie down in bed ; is watchtul, restless, and 
subject to constant jactitation. 

Post-mortem Appearances, — In pericarditis^ when death 
occurs early in the disease, there is frequently nothing but red- 
ness and injection of pericardium ; sometimes the redness is 
increased by infiltration of minute quantities of blood into the 
adjacent tissues, so as to give rise to ecchymosis, or red spots. 
In the stage of effusion, there are various appearances ; the 
effused fluid usually separates into a turbid of flocculent serum, 
and a concrete or fibrinous false membrane. In some in- 
stances, the effusion consists of a well-formed pus ; in others, 
there is no fluid, the exudation forming false membrane, and 
fibrinous adhesions between the free surfaces of the pericar- 
dium. The effusion in pericarditis varies from one to two 
ounces, to as much as four pounds. 

In Carditis^ the structure of the heart is discolored redish- 
brown, soltened and injected. Sometimes, but rarely, there 
has been observed collections and infiltrations of pus. Some- 
times there is softening, the heart being whitish, grayish, or 
yellowish. 

In Endocarditis^ there is sometimes biit little evidence of the 
disease, beyond slight thickening and softening of the membrane, 
which is more easily separated from the muscular structure. 
Occasionally there is great contraction of the openings, and 
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thickening of the valves. Frequently the formation of fibrin- 
ous concretions from the orifices, valves, or internal surface. 

Diagnosis. — ^The diagnosis mnst be made in part by exdu- 
sion ; then we have the prominent symptoms: continued pain 
or anxiety in tlie region of the heart ; palpitatipns ; a tendency 
to syncope, or faiutness, dyspnoea, acceleration and iiTegularity 
of the pulse, with symptomatic inflammatory fever. As has 
been before remarked, we rarely find the inflammation confined 
to one tissue ; hence we have to take the aggregate symptoms 
of the three forms of inflammation, to establish the diagnosis. 

Prognosis. — Though the disease is one of the most severe 
to which mankind is liable, yet the prognosis may be consid- 
ered favorable, if prompt treatment is adopted in the early 
stage. The aequelce^ of the disease embrace nearly the entjre 
list of chronic structural disease. 

Treatment. — The treatment of inflammation of the heart, 
must be prompt and decisive ; the first indication being to re- 
lieve it by getting determination of blood to other parts, and 
lessening irritation. To fulfill this, I direct the application of 
cups to the prsecordia, with scarification, if the case is severe, 
following with fomentations of Lobelia. The extremities 
should be wrapped in cloths wrung out of Mustard-water, as 
hot as they can be borne ; and these should be continued until 
free circulation is established. If there is nothing to contra- 
indicate, give, at the commencement, a cathartic, as — 

T}g. — Podophyllin, gr. j. 

Bl-tartrate of Potassa, grs. xx. 

And repeat, every four hours, until the bowels are freely moved. 
To lessen irritability of the heart, no agents are better than — 

flf. — ^Tinct. Lobelia, 
Tine. Macrotys, 
Gomp. Tinct. Lavander, aa., 

Administered in drachm doses, every hour or two hours. 
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Frequently, much benefit is obtained irom brisk counter- 
irritation, the entire length of the spine. To assist the action 
of the other remedies, and as a diluent, use freely an infusion 
of Asclcpias Tuberosa. These means should be continued un- 
til the circulation becomes free, and the action of the heart 
regular; then. 

Put the patient upon the use of the special sedatives. Ye- 
ratrum and Aconite, in small doses, largely diluted, and fre- 
quently repeated. Still use the infusion of Asclepias, adding 
to it such a quantity of Acetate of Potassa, that the patient 
will take about 3 iij. in the course of twenty-four hours. A 
weak Mustard hand-bath should be employed once or twice per 
day, and counter-irritation to spine and prsecordia, continued 
until the patient is convalescent. Other treatment, after the 
inflammation is arrested, will have to be left to the good judg- 
ment of the practitioner, meeting the indications as they arise. 

(To be .Continued.) 



Abt. IV. — Diphtheria. By Dr. M. F. Williamson. 

Mb. Editob: — In answer to your "Subscriber's" request,! 
shall give a brief history of a case of Diphtheria, to which I 
was called : — 

January 26, 1860. — I was called upon to prescribe for Miss 

L , aged 21 years. She said that her throat had been 

painful to her for several days, and gradually got worse. On 
examination, I found fauces covered with white irregular spots, 
or pellicles, surrounded by a grayish-red border ; tonsils, cervi- 
cal and maxillary glands were swollen. She complained of 
a severe pain in her throat when swallowing, and some pain 
all the time, accompanied by fever. 

Treatment, — ^First, I gave her an emetic of Lobelia Tincture, 
with warm salt-water. This I gave to unload the stomach of 
its bilious matter, etc.; which operated very well. I then or- 
dered her to take a dose of Castor Oil, and after the oil ope- 
rated, to make a tea of Asclepias Tub., and drink warm, for 
the sake of getting up an action of the capillary vessels, 
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and produce diaphoresis. Also, gave her a Liniment, with 
which to bathe the throat, and ordered her to wrap a flannel 
cloth aronnd her neck, saturated with common salt. 1 used 
the Liniment and salt, to stimulate the capillary vessels of the 
neck into action. I gave her a gargle, composed as follows : 
Hydrastis Can., Borax, Black Pepper and Salt, aa* 3 i. This 
was to subdue the inflammation, and by so doing, stop the for- 
mation of the membrane that forms in the throat. If the dis- 
case is allowed to run on, 1 rely more on the Salt as a preven- 
tive to the formation of the membrane, than any other one 
remedy that I know of in the Materia Medica. 

Jan. 27. — ^Found patient somewhat easier ; perspiring freely. 
Continue the treatment. 

Jan. 28. — Fauces, rather dry; skin, dry. Had a slight 
chill the night before, from leaving the window up. Ordered 
her to use the alkaline bath, and gave her — 

Syrup of Seneca and Tinct. Xanthoxyllin, aa. 3 i. 

Half a teaspoonfnl, once in three hours, and warm Asclepias 
tea, to be drank freely. The Liniment and gargle to be con- 
tinued. 

Jan. 29. — Fauces, soft, and the spots or membrane has a 
tendency to peal off, when coughing. Continue the treatment* 

Jan. 80. — Patient, still improving; not much appetite. 
Gave — 

Leptandrin, Quinine, aa. grs. x. 
Carb. of Iron, grs. v. 



Mix, und divide into ten powders, to be taken once in two 
hours ; and the other treatment to be continued. 

Jan. 31. — ^Discharged, cured. 

Beware of Argenti Nitras.^ or any other escharotic! 
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Art. v. — Hoio does Mercury Exist in i/ie System t By J. 
Milton Sandebs, L.L. D. 

Wc have lately perused a treatise upon this subject by a 
shiuing light in Allopatliy. The ground assumed is that the 
Voltaic current will not electrolyse mercury from the system, 
for the reason, that before electrolyses can be accomplished, 
we must previously have the substance electrolysed in combin- 
ation with some other one. Then, assuming that mercury exists 
in the system uncombined, the ground is at once taken that the 
Voltaic current can not electrolyse it. 

To assert that mercury can exist in the system for years in 
an uncombiued state is untenable, for its very molecular con- 
dition would preclude it. But the very fact that the Voltaic 
current will bring mercury from the system years after the 
metal was taken, is proof of itself, that it must have been in 
cheuilcal combination with some of the tissues. 

But the writer alluded to, asserts that the inetal mercury 
will not combine with organic matter, ^' nor has it any analogy 
in any othfer metal." Assertions, without proof, are vulnerable 
points in an argument, and especially when the converse is so 
susceptible of confirmation. It appears to us that the author 
has but little chemical knowledge, else he would not have com- 
promised himself so glaringly. 

The whole art of modern dyeing is built upon the fact of the 
strong affinity that metals have for organic tissues. The found- 
ation of dyeing — and especially that refined portion of it, calico 
printing — and at the same time the proof of the strong aflSnity 
that metals have for organic tissues, may be illustrated by 
dipping into a solution of alum a piece of muslin. The in- 
creased weight of the muslin, after it has been thoroughly 
washed and dried, proves that the metal aluminum of the alum 
has found a combination with the tissues of the muslin. No 
washing will take this aluminum out of the muslin, bat on the 
contrary, washing and scouring appear to fix it still stronger, 
li* some of this muslin is burned, and the ashes examined foe 
aluminum, the reaction will no longer leave a doubt as to the 
presence of the metal. This metal is thus termed a mordant 
(which means to hite)^ as its strong combination with the or- 
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gauic tissacs suggests the idea that it serves to bite in the color 
to be afterward affixed. If now the muslin be dipped in color- 
ing matter, the latter at once becomes fixed equally as strong 
as is the metal alaminnm. This is caused by the strong affin- 
ity, likewise, of the metal for the coloring matters, and thus, a 
CO or, which of itself would be very fugitive, is str. ngly fixed 
in consequence of the great affinity of the metal aluminum for 
organic matter. This affinity of the metal aluminum for or- 
ganic matter, is proved by pouring into a solution of cochineal 
some solution of alum. At once there is precipitated all the 
coloring matter of the cochineal in chemical combination with 
the alumina of the alum. These combinations are termed 
lakes^ and there are a great variety of them. 

The metal tin presents another instance of the strong affinity 
of a metal for organic matter. A solution of this metal in the 
form of a chloride, when added to solutions of many coloring 
matters throw down lak ?^, many of which, in their combination 
with the tin, become greatly exalted in color, or altered fre- 
quently to others much more brillant. Tin, likewise, having 
a strong affinity for organic tissues, acts as a bUer-inj or mor-' 
dant. 

The metal iron presents another instance of the powerful 
affinity metals have for organic tissues. All women are cog- 
nisant of the great tenacity ^with which ^^iron moW^ adheres 
to clothes which they iron. No scouring can erase in, in fact, 
the more it is washed the brighter it gets. This iron mold is 
an instance of the combination of iron with the tissues of the 
cloth ironed. If now this cloth is dipped into a solution of 
the ferrocyanide of potassium, these yellow spots of iron mold 
immediately change into a beautiful blue color (Prussian blue), 
which is just as sti'ongly combined with the tissues as was the 
iron mold. This is because the iron has as strong an affinity 
for the coloring matter produced by the decomposition of the 
ferrocyanide of potassium, as itfhas for the organic tissues. 

If to a solution of organic matter, a solution of the bichlo- 
ride of mercury be added, a dense flocculent precipitate is pro- 
duced, consisting of a chemical combination of the metal mer- 
cury with the organic matter. This can be demonstrated by 
incinerating the precipitate in a proper vessel, when the mer- 
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cnrj will volatilize and adliere in globules ill the cold portion 
of the vessel. 

Many other instances might be adduced proving as concla- 
sively that metals have a very strong affinity for organic tis- 
sues, and form with them compounds of considerable stability. 
The metal mercury is very prone to combine with organic mat- 
ter, and if this be the case in the dead organic matter, how 
much more so, would it be with living organic matter, where 
the play of affinities are so much more active. As we know 
positively that metals combine with organic matter out of the 
body, so do we know negatively that they combine with it in 
the body, from the fact that the Voltaic current electrolyses it, 
and thus withdraw it. To electrolyse a metal, is to presuppose 
that the metal was previously combined ; for the laws of elec- 
tricity teach us, that in order that metals shall be electrolysed 
they must previously exist in a state of combination. 

I, therefore, assume that the ^^ shining light '' aforesaid has 
made out no case at all, unless it be the converse of that he 
would wish to prove. 

Instead of writing long articles "full of sound andfiiry, sig- 
nifying nothing," against the possibility of electrolysing mer- 
cury from the system, why does not this savant first try whether 
it can be done or not ? The simplest experiment imaginable 
will put all doubt at rest. And lest he should not be cogni- 
zant of the experiment, I will here refer to it: Let him place 
the feet of any person who has taken a mercurial preparation, 
in warm water, with sufficient to cover the feet. Thip water 
may be rendered a conductor by adding a little common salt. 
The feet should rest upon a polished copper plate, to which 
should be attached the negative pole of a series of ten cups of 
Grove's battery. The positive pole should be placed in the 
hand of the patient. In the course of some fifteen minutes, 
the copper plate will indicate the presence of the mercury, by 
its exhibition in the form of spfotches, or minute globules. 

It is really to be hoped that before any further violent de- 
nials of this fact are made, that the above simple experiment 
will be repeated. 

New York, February, 1861. 
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A Sketch of an Epidemic of Dengue or Breakione Fever^ a^ 
it prevailed in Wilmington^ N, C, in the Autumn of the 
year 1860. By Jas. H. Dickson, M. D. 

Synonyms, Dingee^ Dunga^ Dandy ^ Bouquet^ Breakhone Fmer. 
. In the foregoing barbarous nomenclature, the curions philolo- 
gist will be apt to find his ingenuity puzzled, and his industry 
baffled, in his attempt to trace the origin of a word which has 
been adopted to designate a very marked and peculiar form of 
disease, without being furnished with that ^^filum labarynthiy^^ 
which its history affords. 

It certainly furnishes a rare instance of a word finding its 
way into scientific treatises, from so humble an origin ; for it 
carries with it the evidence of its negro parentage, not patent 
enough to be discovered by any ordinary process of word- 
hunting, and yet sufficiently obvious when the inquirer has 
been started on the proper track. 

The West Indian negro gave it the name of Dandy fever, 
from the stiff gate which it caused its subjects to assume, when 
suddenly seized with it, as they sometimes were, when passing 
along the street. When it appeared in Cuba, this name, in un- 
dergoing the Spanish pronunciation, was changed into Dunga 
or Dengue, which it still retains. 

This very unique and peculiar affection, has never, so far as 
I have been able to learn, prevailed in this place before the 
occurrence of the epidemic, of which I shall now endeavor to 
give some account. 

' It seems, indeed, to be an unfrequent visitor of any locality ; 
rarely, if ever, appearing for two consecutive seasons, in any 
place. 

The first notice which we have of this form of fever, is in a 

2 
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paper by Dr. Jas. Mellis, giving ao account of its prevalence 
in Calcutta, in the year 1824. 

In the latter part of 1827, it^made its appearance in the West 
India islands. In the Spring of 1828, it broke out in New Or- 
leans ; and in the Fall of the same year, it prevailed in Charles- 
ton and Savannah. Papers descriptive of the disease as it pre- 
vailed in the latter cities, have been published by Drs. S. H. 
Dickson and "W. E. Waring. 

It would thus seem to be a tropical or tropicoid disease ; and 
yet if we can rely upon the correctness of the opinion which 
regards the so-called breakbone fever, which Dr. Eush describes 
as prevailing in the Autumn of 1780, in the city of Philadel- 
phia, as the disease in question, or the true Dengue, it would 
seem occasionally to transcend its native limits. 

Dr. Rush describes the Philadelphia epidemic as a bilious 
remittent fever, to which the name of breakbone fever was 
popularly applied in consequence of the severity of the pains 
with which it was attended. 

Not having at hand Dr, Rush's description of the dis- 
ease, I am.in some doubt, whether to regard that instance as 
one of the genuine Dengue, or only as a form of remittent fever, 
with the usual spinal and neuralgic pains more than usually 
developed. 

Such varieties of remittent fever are not very rare, but 
they must not be confounded with this very peculiar af- 
fection. 

The genuine Dengue seems to be a complex malady, 
combining some or all of the characteristic features of our 
ordinary autumnal remittent fever, with very marked symp- 
toms of rheumatism, together with, in many cases, an erup- 
tion, closely resembling, in some instances, urticaria, and, in 
others, a scarlatinous erythema. Occasionally, tlie eruption 
assumed a miliary, and, in some instances, a rubeolous ap- 
pearance. 

In those instances in which the eruption did not show itself 
during the progress of the case, the occurrence of cutaneous 
desquamation at the close of the attack, left no doubt as to its 
true character. 

This form of fever seems to exhibit no very marked pro- 
dromata. In some rare instances, it makes its approach in- 
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sidionBly; but for the most part, it attacks with abrupt sud- 
denness. 

A slight chilliness ordinarily ushers in a febrile paroxysm 
of greater or less severity, accompanied with head-ache, 
chiefly in the back of the head, and distressing pains in 
the loins and in the course of the large nerves in the lower 
extremities. 

The entire cerebro-spinal nervous^system, as well as the peri- 
pheral extremities of the nerves, as in the great centers, gave 
token of its pathological condition. 

In some instances, the chill was of very marked intensity, 
and the febrile reaction in such cases was apt to be of corres- 
ponding severity. 

Restlessness, and a sense of great debility, are apt to be 
prominent attendant symptoms. 

The pains in the limbs and joints, described as rheumatic, 
though for the most part uniform in their resemblance to that 
disease, were occasionally seemingly capricious in their char- 
acter, attacking the smaller joints, and now and then, the 
stomach and bowels, giving the case, in these features, no slight 
resemblance to gout. 

In our epidemic, an attack of Dengue was by no means uni- 
form in its duration or its intensity. Indeed, it ran through 
every gradation, from the mild ephemeron, scarcely requiring 
any treatment, to a grave form of fever, of ten or twelve days' 
duration. 

A striking feature in most cases of any severity, was 
nausea and precordial distress. In some instances, the gas- 
tric irritability was a very prominent symptom, and one 
which, by its obstinate persistence, seriously embarrassed the 
treatment. 

It is usual to ascribe the occurrence of this disease to 
epidemic influence, and in the present state of our knowl- 
edge, it is perhaps impossible to assign it a more specific 
origin. 

This epidemic influence, or occult cause, would seem to have 
engrafted itself (in our epidemics) on the ordinary morbific 
cause of autumnal remittent fever, for the cases evidently par- 
took largely of that character, though in sotne of its features 
it was almost Prbtisan, for we might, with strict propriety, char- 
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acterize one case as rheumatic, another as gout, another as 
scarlatinous, etc. 

It seemed to be no respecter of age or sex, all classes being 
equally liable to be attacked by it. 

A very small fatality seems to be a notable characteristic of 
the Dengue ; for, though many suffered severely, and some 
were seriously threatened, I believe no fatal case occurred. 

Some of the writers who have given us a description of 
this form of fever, think that they have discovered in it a 
resemblance to the yellow fever, in the circumstance of its 
having but one paroxysm, with a long and delusive inter- 
mission, followed in the one case by a return of a fatal 
exacerbation, and in the other by a febrile paroxysm, 
which undergoes solution by the occurrence of a cutaneous 
exanthem. 

I am constrained, however, to regard this as a forced and 
painful analogy. At any rate, such a form of the disease was 
not observed in the epidemic which I am endeavoring to sketch 
in this paper. 

Instead of the peculiar paroxysmal form of yellow fever, this 
epidemic assumed the garb of hilious remittent^ with daily 
exacerbations and remissions. 

Its wajQt of fatality, too, is a feature which separates it 
widely from yellow fever, and the extinction by the occur- 
rence of frost, is equally characteristic of bilious and yellow 
fever. 

The most probable conclusion from all our observations and 
comparisons, would seem to be, that the Dengue is Protean in 
its phases, and ^'sui generW*^ in its nature. 

Seq^ielcB. — A veiy striking and somewhat protracted debility 
was a not unfrequent sequel of the disease. 

In some instances, among children, a paralysis in the lower 
extremities occurred, and was of considerable duration ; but I 
believe this serious sequel of the malady has not been perma- 
nent in any instance. Dr. W. G. Thomas informs me that sev- 
eral cases of this kind fell under his observation, all of which 
have recovered, or are convalescing. 

^e occurence of such a sequel of the disease as this, indi- 
cates that the nervous centers bear very largely the onus of the 
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disease, and exhibits an intensity of action of the morbific cause, 
far exceeding the action of the cause of most other forms of 
fever upon the spinal axis. 

"When paralysis occurs as a result of convulsive-remittent 
fever in children, it almost invariably assumes the form of 
hemiplegia, and is generally of very transient duration* 

Treatment. — Many of the milder cases were treated by the 
exhibition of a mild aperient and a sudorific anodyne. The 
severer cases seemed to call for the treatment which has been 
found needful and appropriate in our ordinary form of bilious 
fever. A mercurial cathartic (generally a pill of mass, hy- 
drarg.), ibllowed by a saline aperient, or a doi9e of calcined 
magnesia, was administered at the invasion of the attack. 
This was followed by the use of sulph. quinine, with or with- 
out the addition of an opiate, as circumstances seemed to in- 
dicate. 

In the large majority of cases, the opiate was found indis- 
pensable; for in by>far the larger proportion of tlie cases, the 
spinal and articular pains were decidedly pronounced, and 
called loudly for their administration. 

Diffusable stimuli were found useful in some cases, in which 
unusual debility and prostration occurred ; but the great mass 
of the cases were conducted to a satisfactory convalescence by 
the use of mild tonics. — North Carolina Med.^ Jour. 

[In our section of the country, there has not been any of 
these cases ; yet we are informed by many of our Eclectic 
Physicians, practicing in localities which have been visited by 
this disease, that Podophyllin and similar remedies, fulfilled 
every indication ; and from these statements, we are induced 
to think that in this as well as all other diseases, calomel may 
be discarded. — ^Ed. E. M. J.] 



Therapeutical and Phamateewtical Notes on Cimicifuga. 

By Edwabd Pabbish. 

At the risk of being charged with traveling out of the legiti- 
mate sphere of the pharmaceutist, I offer to the profession the 
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following notes on one of the most valuable of our indigenous 
drugs : 

The recent admirable remarks on cimicifuga, by Prof. Simp- 
son, of Edinburg, published in the London Medical Times and 
Gazette, have reminded me of several unpublished cases, in 
which it has been used with great success. One of these oc- 
curred in the practice of my friend and pupil in pharmacy. Dr. 
Charles Schaffer, who employed tiie resinoid active principle, 
known in commerce as eimieiitigin, at my suggestion, in an 
anomalous case, which, with the otl^r treatment, I shall deambe 
as related to me. 

The patient was a lady of aibott Ibrty-six years of age, thin 
and ansemic, of highly nervou temperament, yet so weak as 
to be unable to walk a quaiter of a mile without suffering great 
fatigue ; her appetite was exceedingly poor, almost amounting 
to loathing of food ; she often ate nothing at breakflASt, and but 
little at other meals ; her urine was observed to be frequently 
loaded with uric acid and urate of ammonia, especially after 
undue exercise. Bhe had been partially in this condition for a 
number of years, but within the few months preceding, suf- 
fered &om the additional trouble of wakeftilness, which now 
amounted to a serious matter, as she would sleep but three or 
four hours out of the twenty-four, and, of course, suffered the 
consequences ; this last symptom had, probably, some connec- 
tion with mental disturbance, caused by the recent death of an 
intimate Mend. 

For these symptoms, and especially the great lassitude and 
weakness, she was freely treated with tonics and stimulants, 
such as proto-carbonate oi iron and quassia, and, at bed-time, 
Dover's powder, etc., with very partial success, the morbid 
vigilance seeming to be aggravated by the stimtdating action 
of the opiates, although cQecp was frequentiy obtained the next 
day as a result of the great weariness. Taltrian-, asafoetida^ 
chloroform, ether, and conium, were also resorted to, with nei- 
ther complete nor permanent success ; chloroform gave the best 
results of any of the sedatives, but it produced such nausea that 
the patient was obliged to discontinue it. Sponging with 
whisky and the use -of dyrup of wild cherry, with small doses 
of hydrocyanic acid, at retiriug, were the most effectual pallia- 
tives for the wakefulness, and the use of solution of caustic 
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potassa diminished the nrinarj deposits ; but there was felt to 
be a want of some remedial agency to reach the cause of the 
unusually persistent symptoms. The resin of cimicifuga was 
employed to this end, beginning with quarter-grain doses, 
three or four times a day, according to circumstances ; this, 
though occasionally producing headache, was immediately suc- 
cessful, inducing quiet sleep, restoring the appetite, and gradu- 
ally diminishing the urinary deposit. 

Iron, which had been used at intervals from the first, was 
now combined with the resin ; the health of the patient con- 
tinned to improve ; at the date of this information she could 
walk a mile or more without unpleasant fatigue ; loses but one 
or two hours of the nine or ten allotted to sleep, and that from 
the habitual dread of wakefulness rather than from any physi- 
cal cause. 

The reBidts, in this case, seem to indicate a trial of cimici- 
fuga in anomalous cases of nervous disorder resisting ordinary 
stimulant and sedative treatment, and the many cases of chorea 
and rheumatism oq record, in which it has been found effec- 
tual, the testimony now coming across the water from the dis- 
tinguished Edinburgh Professor, who has used it successfully 
in puerperal hypochondriasis, must draw increased attention 
to it as filling up a gap in the materia medica. Of the drug 
itself, too little is known by practitioners, who, in their daily 
rounds, pass by its nodding racemes projecting above the fence 
tops, from Canada to Florida, without the least chagrin that 
some of its most valuable adaptations should be first brought 
to notice in a foreign land. This root is well described by Dr. 
Wood in the Dispensatory, but one remarkable character has 
not been mentioned in any of the descriptions which I have 
seen ; it is the peculiar appearance of the cross section of the 
rootlets; owing to the irregular shrinkage of the central 
ligneous portion, which is of a light color, while the external 
layers are nearly black, the fracture displays a star-shaped or 
lobed figure, frequently with five divisions, though sometimes 
with three, and often four resembling the Maltese cross. The 
rough and contorted head forms by far the largest part of the 
drug as found in the shops ; it is hard and resinous, and pps- 
sesses a peculiar, though not very strong odor, which is lost by 
age and deterioration. This drug is so little called for in the 
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shopB that it is generally laid away on a shelf till it is perhaps 
covered with mold, and has lost any volatile ingredient wliich 
may be supposed to add to its eflSciency. Let this fact have 
its weight in estimating its efficiency from past experience. 

The preparations in use are the powder, very ineligible, re- 
quiring to be given in 20 to 60 grain doses. The tincture 
which, though not officinal, is made usually in about the pro- 
portion of two ounces to the pint of diluted alcohol, and given 
in a dose of a teaspoonftii or more. The fluid extract which, 
like most of this class of preparations, is designed to represent 
the drug in the proportion of a fluid ounce to each ounce, and 
is appropriately given in the dose of 30 drops. The solid ex- 
tract, which is also unofficinal, and seldom met with, is well 
adapted to the pillular form, eight grains representing a drachm 
of the root ; dose, 3 to 8 grains. 

The so-called active resinoid principle cimicifugin or macro- 
tin, as called by some manufacturers, originated with the 
Western School of " Eclectics," who carry a certain method of 
preparation to a ridiculous extreme, using it for nearly all 
drugs. This method consists in thoroughly exhausting the 
drug by strong alcohol, concentrating to a syrupy consistence, 
and precipitating by wat^jr; a process which seems well 
adapted to this and several other drugs. As thus prepared, 
cimicifugin is a dry, insoluble powder, active in doses of a 
quarter to half a grain, sometimes increased to one grain, and, 
excepting in the partial loss of the volatile odorous principle, 
it seems a good representative of the root itself. 

[We think it better to use a good remedy too much, than not 
enough. Dr. Procter has ever manifested a degree of fairness 
in regard to the claims of the Eclectic profession. — ^Ed. E. M. 

JOUENAL.] 



On the Question of Change of Type in Fever. By Dr. 
TwEEDiB, Physician to the London Fever Hospital, etc. 

" If," says Dr. Tweedie, in the lectures already referred to, 
" we examine closely this theory as applicable to the acute dis- 
eases of the last thirty years— and this can only be undertaken 
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by those who have witnessed and studied their type during the 
perpd referred to — and weigh dispassionately the evidence 
adduced, more especially by nature herself, I apprehend that 
the true explanation of the difference of treatment will be found 
to consist in the more cautious or restricted notions now enter- 
tained as to the necessity for the heroic remedies formerly so 
freely, and I may say indiscriminately, adopted. Even those 
who are in favor of this doctrine, can not assert that the patho- 
logical phenomena of acute diseases have undergone a change, 
for the symptoms, general and local, and all the essential mor- 
bid processes of the entire class of pyrexial diseases, have not 
undergone the slightest alteration ; and if the evidence as to 
the depressed or asthenic condition of the vital powers be 
scrutinized, I have a strong impression that the conclusions 
adopted, more especially in reference to fevers as a class, are 
not warranted by facts. And how important is it to form a 
correct judgment of this doctrine, since it determines the line 
of treatment to be pursued, and may even involve the safety 
of many valuable lives ! 

*' The subject has not escaped my attention, and I have come 
to the conclusion, that though certain cyclical differences in 
acute diseases, of longer or shorter duration, may have been 
occasionally detected, the notion of change of type, as regards 
the various forms of fever, has been greatly exaggerated. 

'• Let me state the grounds upon which I have come to this 
conclusion, which I admit is at variance with the ideas of many 
physicians whose knowledge and judgment entitle them to 
great consideration. 

" We find that Sydenham, who is considered to be the author 
of this change-of-type theory, cautioned the medical men of 
his day against too hastily determining the treatment of a new 
epidemic — until, in short, the practitioner and the disease were 
better acquainted — on the reasonable ground, that epidemics 
assumed at one time a more acute or phlogistic, at another a 
less acute, or asthenic character ; but we do not find that he 
had observed a change in one direction only, and fo^so length- 
ened a period as considerably more than a quarter of a century. 
If the records of epidemics of other varieties of fever be ex- 
amined — the eruptive, for example — ^it will be evident that, 
during the same period (in small-pox, measles, and scarlet 
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fever), every variety or modification of type has been observed, 
the type being sometimes acnt«, sometimes more or less asthe- 
nic, and requiring, consequently, variation in treatment. 

'^ I apprehend that the true explanation will be found in the 
fact that, until very recently, little or no attention has been 
paid to the ever-varying differences in form which fever as- 
sumes — at one time typhas, at another enteric or typhoid, or 
it maybe relapsing fever, constituting the features of the prev- 
alent fever, though it should be kept in view that, whatever be 
the character or type of an epidemic, individual differences 
arise, according to the peculiar circumstances in which a sin- 
gle individual, or a number of persons, or a community, may 
be accidentally placed. The question of the identity or non- 
identity of the several forms of continued fevers thus becomes 
of the greatest importance in relation to the change-of-type 
theory. For example, the great argument adduced by those 
who support the doctrine is, the decided results in the Edin- 
burgh epidemic of 1817-20 — ^and which I had the opportunity 
of witnessing — of the large indiscriminate bleedings in dimin- 
ishing the mortality. This argument, however, loses much of 
its intended effect when it is considered that by much the larger 
number of cases consisted of relapsing fever — a form the mor- 
tality from which has already been shown to be exceedingly 
small under any kind of treatment; and that the death-rate 
has been even less when no blood was abstracted at all. As 
in other epidemics, the mildness or severity of the fever^has 
varied at different times. We are told, somewhat exultingly, 
that under the unnecessarily profuse phlebotomy practiced in 
1817-20, the mortality did not exceed 1 in 22 at any period of 
the disease, and was reduced so low as 1 in 30 as the epidemic 
spread ; but in the argument it has been overlooked that the 
mortality of this fever is liable to much variation. For exam- 
ple, in the epidemic of 1843, the history of which has been 
given by Dr. Oormack, the deaths were 1 in 16 ; of the cases 
recorded by Dr. Wardell (1843-4), it was 1 to 20 ; and of 203 
oases treated in the Edinburgh Infirmary in 1848-9, there were 
only 8 deaths ; and if we extend our inquiries to other places, 
we find that of 7804 cases of relapsing fever admitted into the 
Glasgow Infii*mary, between the years 1843 and 1853, the deaths 
were 405, or about 5 per cent.; and in the London Fever Hos- 
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pital, of 441 cases admitted during ten years (1848 to 1857), 
11 died, or in the ratio of about 1 to 40. 

^' This variation in the mortality could not beascribed to the 
remedies employed ; for Dr. Cormack states, that having been 
urged by medical friends to test the effects of blood-letting, he 
instituted trials of this remedy, but candidly admitted that, 
though the symptoms were sometimes evidently relieved, the 
beneficial changes were often not effects but sequences of the 
bleeding, as was satisfactorily proved by the very same changes 
frequently occurring as suddenly and unequivocally in patients 
in the same wards, and affected in the same way, who were 
objected to no treatment whatever. And in regard to the 
treatment instituted at the London Fever Hospital, when the 
mortality of relapsing fever did not exceed one in forty, with 
scarcely an exception, no blood was abstracted, at any period 
of the disease. 

^' It is clear, therefore, that the change-of-type theory can not 
rest on comparison of the treatment by indiscriminate phle- 
botomy fonuerly practiced, when all acute diseases, including 
fevers, were supposed to be under the dominion of the lancet. 

'^ But though the grounds on which the question has been 
argued are, in my opinion, erroneous, one good result has fol- 
lowed in the death-blow which the practice of indiscriminate 
phlebotomy, formerly adapted in all acute maladies, has re- 
ceived ; for, too often, little or no regard was paid to individual 
peculiarities, or even to the stage of the disease for which the 
bleeding was employed. The inquiry was simply as to the 
existeuce of fbvdr or of in£amtnatidn ; and, the question once 
settled, the lancet was unsheatihed, and much blood unneces- 
sarily shed, and from the eflects of which the patient did not 
recover, perhaps, for months. But, on the other hand, there 
is great hazard of many important diseases being allowed to 
gain the ascendancy from the indecision that has resulted from 
the complete alteration of therapeutic principles which the dis- 
cussion of this question has brought about. ♦ * * 

^' It is consoling to observe that, in the present day, there is 
a more just appreciation of the powers of curative agents, as 
well as of the principles on which they should be applied, not 
only in acute but in chronic diseases. This is the consequence 
of studying the effects of disease on individual structures, and of 
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the efficacy or inefficacy of remedies io subdne the changes 
that take place when certain morbid actions have become 
established. We are now, or ought to be, satisfied, that the 
most scientific, as well as the most snccessftil coarse, in many 
acute diseases, after a certain period, is, not to interfere too 
much, if at all, with the operations of nature in her efforts to 
repair the injury the parts or organs have sustained by disease." 

[Lancet^ Map 19, 1860. 



The Commercial ITospital of Oinoinnati. 

A movement is now on foot to sever the connection existing 
between this Hospital and the Medical College of Ohio. When 
the Legislature granted the charter to the College, it also made 
it the duty of the Faculty to render all medical and surgical 
service to the Hospital, for which the Faculty had power to 
introduce students to witness treatment 'and operations. The 
College has therefore had exclusive medical control of the Hos- 
pital. For some years, much dissatisfaction has been expressed 
at this arrangement, both in and out of the profession. It has 
been deemed to be a monopoly, unjust to the profession, to the 
Hospital, and injurious to the CoUe^ ; while the City Council 
has been, and is still, opposed to erecting a new hospital build- 
ing, so long as the College continues to exercise its present 
power. 

Some years since, the (then) Faculty of the College conceded 
the right, or privilege, to the Directors of the City Infirmary, 
to sell tickets to the clinical lectures to students of other 
schools. The Directors continued to exercise this grant until 
the beginning of the medical course of this winter, when they 
were deprived of the privilege by an injunction granted by j 
the Superior Court, at the instigation of the present Faculty of ! 
the College. 

The students of the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Sur- 
gery, therefore, petitioned the City Council for relief; or, in 
other words, asked the Council to grant them the privilege of 
attending the clinical course at the Hospital. This petition 
was referred to a special committee, whose printed report we 
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have before us. The report was adopted by the Council as 
also a resolution authorizing the City Solicitor to urge the Leg- 
islature to sever the connection existing between the College 
and Hospital, and place the Hospital nnder the exclusive con- 
trol of the city. We heartily indorse the report and the reso- 
lution. The idea and necessity of having clinical lectures de- 
livered in the Hospital to all students, of every school, is fully 
and ably set forth in the report. 

The present Hospital was originated by the late Dr. Daniel 
Drake, who also applied for the charter of the Medical College 
of Ohio. The Legislature, no doubt, performed a wise act, at 
that time, both for the Hospital and College, in giving the 
medical and surgical service to the Faculty of the College. 
In 1821, when the Hospital was incorporated, Cincinnati was 
a very small town, and the profession was also small and una- 
ble to attend the Hospital without compensation. But now, in 
1860, matters have changed in several respects. We have a 
large profession, many of which are well qualified to take charge 
of the Hospital, and are willing to do so. At present, the exclu- 
sive medical control of the Hospital is a huge monopoly, in- 
consistent with the spirit of our institutions, and insulting and 
grievous to the profession. It is a monopoly, for the reason 
that the profession who are tax-payers in the city, are excluded, 
and impliedly are told that there is no one in their ranks equal 
to the task of attending it. Still more, it is a monopoly in that, 
men are brought to the city and elected Professors, and become 
immediately physicians to the Hospital, an institution to which 
they never have paid one cent of tax. That such men are bet- 
ter physicians and surgeons than those who enjoy the confi- 
dence of our first citizens, is not for one moment to be sup- 
posed. As an instance in point, two members of the present 
Faculty are not residents of the city, and another one has never 
practiced medicine ; so that we have four physicians only to 
attend such a large establishment as the Commercial Hospital. 
It must not be forgotten, that this Faculty has to give the 
course of instruction in the school during the session, attend 
the Hospital — ^and every intelligent physician is aware how 
much time 19 required, if the service is well done, — and after 
this, attend to their private patients. Will any one say that any 
set of men are equal to this ? We, for one, speak from expe- 
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rience, and say, they are not. We had occasion to express the 
same opinion^ some two years ago, in this journal. We favor 
the separation of the Hospital from the College, for the reason 
that the City Council will not erect a new building until the 
Hospital is placed under its control. We do not think there is 
any one who will say that a new building is not imperatively 
demanded. We think every Hospital should have its medical 
^aff unconnected with any or all other schools. 

We propose, that the control of the College shall be removed 
by the Legislature, and that it shall be placed under a board 
of six or nine Governors, to be appointed by ttie City Council 
or the Superior Court, or both. To take the management of 
the Hospital out of politics and prevent any corruption, we 
shall urge on the Legislature the propriety of making the office 
of Governor of the Hospital one without salary. It is a 
shame that any set of men in this day, and in this large city, 
should receive one cent for dispensing the charity of the Hos- 
pital. 

When this board shall be organized, we shall urge on it the 
appointment of three or four physicians, the same number of 
surgeons, an obstetrician, an oculist, and a pathological anato- 
mist. With this arrangement, daily clinical lectures on medi- 
cine and surgery, could and should be given. The Hospital 
would have a staff, different from what it is at present. Now 
there is but one surgeon, a state of affairs which does not exist 
in any other Hospital of its size in the world. When a new 
building is erected, there will be two lecture rooms, and then 
students can have the choice of hearing a clinical lecture on 
medicine or surgery, as they may see fit. But we hear the ob- 
jection, how are you to find time for daily clinical lectures! 
Let the^visit of the physician and surgeon be made at T-J- o'clock, 
A. M., and the service and lecture continue till 9|-, A. M., and 
thus, every day, can the student have most important instruc- 
tion — ^that at the bedside. 

Under this arrangement, we will have what our advantages 
so well merit^ — a large number of l^tudents. We have a Hos- 
pital crowded almost constantly, and if it was twice the size of 
the present building, it would be filled with patients. The 
Directors ar6 forced to send many patients to the Infirmary, 
located seven miles from the city, for the reason that there is 
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not room enough in the present Hospital building. Indeed, at 
the present time, there are over two hundred persons at the In- 
firmary, many of whom are subjects for the Hospital, and de- 
serve the cax'efiil treatment and nursing of that institution. 
We do not make over-estimates, when we say, that, if the city 
had a building large enough for Hospital purposes, it would 
be occupied with more than three hundred patients constantly. 
What a field for clinical instruction 1 Is there another city in 
the West with such an amount of material ? We certainly say 
that clinical instruction and observation, in their large and full 
sense, are worth more to the student than a didactic coarse of 
lectures. Let us, then, have the Hospital separated from the 
College, and organized with a staff of physicians and surgeons 
who shall deliver clinical lectures daily. 

The Medical College of Ohio will be benefited by the change. 
Its Faculty will be relieved of an onerous and exacting duty, 
which sorely taxes them, and for which they are unequal, from 
the great amount of labor incident to their positions. 

Just as we are going to press, the fallowing resolutions were 
passed at a large meeting of the regular profession, held in the 
Dental College, January 16th : — 

Wheekas, The legal connection existing between the Commercial Hospital of 
this city, and the Medical College of Ohio, by which the latter institution is en- 
titled to exclusiTe medical and surgical attendance} is a monopoly grieyous to the 
regular medical profession, and fails to carry out one of the most important obS 
jects of all modem hospitals — the giving of the best and most efficient clinical 
instruction; and whereas, this control, so exercised by the said College, Is pre* 
Tenting and will prevent the erection of a new building, so much needed by the 
sick, and is at the same time proving injurious to the success and welfare of the 
College; and whereas, the regular medical profession is desirous of seeing the 
city occupy the position it so well deserves — the first point in the West for clini- 
cal advantages; and whereas, the City Council has authorized the City Solicitor 
to visit Columbus, abd urge on the Legifilature the propriety and necessity of sepa- 
rating the Hospital from the College; therefore, be it 

Resolved^ That in the opinion of this meeting, the connection existing between 
the two institutions should be severed. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to risit Columbus, and join 
the City Solicitor in urging the aeparatioa of the two institutio&s. 

Resolved, That in ur^ng thiA action on the Legislature, we do so from no hos, 
tile feelings to either the Hospital or College, but believe both institutions will be 
benefited by the change. ' ^ 

Resolved, That it be i«commended to the LeglsUture to pass a law, placing the 
Hospital under a board of Siv^ Gavemon, to bo appointed, three by the Superiojr 
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Court of this county, and two by the Mayor; and that said Governon shall be 
appointed for five years, one to go out of office every year, and that they shall re- 
ceive no salary. 

[Cincinnati Lancet and Observer. 



Inhalation cf Nitrate of Silver. 

[To the Editor of the American Medical Times.] 

Sib : — ^I notice in your number of February 2, an article upon 
the Inhalation of Nitrate of Silver, by Dr. Fetten I ftiUy agree 
with the Doctor, that if nitrate of silver must pass below the 
epiglottis, that his method, or something similar, is far prefer- 
able to the use of the probang. But what particular advan- 
tage, other than that of economy, his method can have over 
the caustic pulverizer, as previously used, I am itt a loss to see. 
Both, in my estimation, have their disadvantages, and p^haps 
dangers. I must confess that I would not be willing to make 
a ^' strong inhalation or inspiration '' upon a heap of powdered 
nitrate of silver, placed in a ^' small glass tube," for a reason 
which is by no means fancied. Having been a sufferer, I have 
tried to do it. I found that unless I was extremely cautious 
and gentle in my inspiration, the mass was pretty sure to go in 
a body, and either lodge somewhere on the back of the pharynx, 
about the glottis, or along the larynx, and give rise to very 
unpleasant sensations. I therefore abandoned this process, as 
I had previously done the probang, and after a number of sub- 
sequent plans, finally hit upon the following, which I tbund in 
all respects safe and most efScient, and which I sent to the 
Chicago Medical Journal, July, 1858, from which I quote : 

'^ I pulverize the nitrate of silver in a mcftierately heated 
wedgewood mortar, to an impalpable powder ; I then triturate 
it with sugar of milk, according to the strength which I de- 
sire — ^generally mixing them in the proportion of one part of 
the caustic to two of sugar of milk. This powder I put into a 
glass-stoppered jar of the pint or quart size, being careful to 
have the jar thoroughly dry by heating it. I place in the pa- 
tient's mouth a glass or tin tube, one inch in diameter, and 
some eight or ten inches in length. Oiving the jar a good 
shake and pulling out the stopper, I tell the patient to plunge 
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the tabe into the month of the jar, and inhale. The clond of 
powder which was seen floating in the jar, passes into and 
sprinkles the air-passages thoroughly. From one to three in* 
halations at a time is sufficient, and about twice or thrice a 
week. The powder can be kept in good condition for about a 
month, the main trouble being the heating the jar every time 
you wish to use it, in order to drive off whatever atmospheric 
moisture may have collected. In all instances where it is de- 
sirable to go below the epiglottis with this remedy, I know of 
DO way more efficacious than this, and, being simple, it is 
within the reach of all." 

Y&rkville, Feb., 1861. W. H. Studly, M.D. 



On the Use of MuUein {Verbaseum Thapsus) in Chronic 
Bronchitis. By H. Wilson, M.D., of Boonsboro', Md. 

Chronic bronchitis is universally admitted to be one of the 
most obstinate and difficult affections with which physicians 
have to deal. This difficulty proceeds more from the locality, 
than the nature of the disease ; more from a want of access to 
the mucous membrane of the bronchise, than from the absence 
of proper remedies to control the affection. Counter-irritation 
and the inhalation of chlorine, iodine, and expectorants, with 
such like means, have been used for centuries, but all physi- 
cians know, from experience, that the benefits derived from 
their use are merely temporary and palliative, and seldom 
bring about a radical cure ; still they are the best remedies 
which we have at command, and it is but right that we should 
avail ou;*selves of their medicinal virtues. The long standing 
inflammation of the lining membrane of the bronchiee seems 
to demand the contact and application of some powerful 
agent, in order to produce a new impression, and thereby 
change the morbid action of the part, before a healthy reac- 
tion ensues. 

The frequency with which bronchitis is met among clergy- 
men and others, renders the discovery and use of any means 
which may bo serviceable, either as palliative or curative, a 

3 
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matter of importance. For several years past I have been in 
the habit of using a remedy, which may not be new, but which 
far surpasses that of any other which I have tried in relieying, 
and, in many instances, entirely eradicating the affection.. I 
refer to the leaves of the common mullein (verbascum thap- 
sus), dried, and smoked in a pipe. In that form of the dis- 
ease in which there is a dryness of the trachea, with a constant 
desire to dear the throaty attended with little expectoration and 
considerable pain in the part affected, the mullein, smoked 
through a pipe, acts like a charm, and affords instant relief. 
It seems to act as an anodyne in allaying irritation, while it 
promotes expectoration and removes that glutinous mucus 
which gathers in the larynx ; and at the same time, by some 
unknown power, completely changes the character of the dis- 
ease, and, if persevered in, will produce a radical cure. 

In no respects are its beneficial effects more striking than in 
its power of immediately allaying the desire of ^^ clearing the 
throat," which is a source of constant annoyance to the patient, 
and which is so apt to disturb his rest at night. The remedy 

needs but to be tried to prove its efElcacy. 

******* 

The muUein may be gathered from almost any field at all 
seasons, and should be first dried, and the leaves smc^ed in a 
pipe like tobacco, at least two or three times a day. It is not 
unpleasant, and, unlike tobacco, requires almost constant smok- 
ing or drawing, or the fire will go out. 

The remedy is simple and harmless, but potent. It is one of 
those means which nature has so bountifully supplied, which 
are within the reach of all, and is but an evidence that we need 
not resort to chemical combinations for all our most valuable 
remedial agents ; but if we look around, we may fipd them at 
hand ready for application.— x/'<?t^ma2 qf Materia Medica. 
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CLINICAL EEPORTS. 

IfewtorCs ClinicoA IiiBiituU, — Wintm' Session of \%^^'^&\. — 

Services of Prof. R. S. Nbwton. 

GrSANULAB OPHTHALMIA. — I HOW present to your notice, 
Daniel O'Beibn, who has been afflicted with sore eyes for the 
past two yeats. He states that he used to work in a finishing 
shop, but now he can not work at all. This is a case of acute 
ophthalmia, with granulated eyelids. There is some disease of 
the ball of the eye. The upper lid seems to be the most in- 
flamed. There has been, and there still is, a degree of con- 
gestion of the vessels, and which may result in opacity of the 
cornea. He says he has not been able to see across the street 
for the past three months. The inflammation has been slowly 
developed. The granulation of the lids produce and keep up 
irritation of the ball of the eye, and the result is irritation of 
the whole eye. Now, the enlargement of the small, delicate 
glands constitute granulations of the lids. There has been some 
change of structure produced. He has no pain in the head, 
and his general health seems fair. You will remark that he 
says that he has, as he terms it, a cutting sensation in the 
eyes, and that they are always worse in the afternoon. 

In this case, I will recommend the following as a coUyrium, 
to be applied three or four times a day : — 

R. — ^Zinci Sulph., grs. ij. 
Morphias, grs. iij. 
Soluble Hydrastin, grs. v. 
AquflB, 3 ij. M. 

I will also order, internally, — 

R. — Quinise Sulph., grs. x. 

Tinct. Gelsem. Con., gtts. xl. 
Syr. Zingiberis, S j. M. 



212 OLmiCAL BEPOBTS. [^pi*^!) 

Of which he will take a teaspooDfiil, morniog and night. 

When he comeB before the Class again, if it is a clearer daj, 
I will remove the granulations from the eyelids. It is one of 
the questions in ophthalmic surgery, whether granulated lids 
can be cured or not. I have taught that they can be cured, 
having treated them successfully time and again. I know that 
the doctrine of incurability is not true ; hence I will give you an 
opportunity to see the method I shall adopt in treating them. 

Chronic Bheumatum. — This patient, Alexanbeb Gbai*t, 
aged 52 years, states that he has been suffering nine months. 
You observe the little and ring finger of the left hand are en- 
tirely powerless ; yet he complains of intense pain in them. 
It is a case, I think, of chronic rheumatism. He was seized 
with acute pain at first, which afiected these two fingers. He 
states that they pain him all the time, and pressure on them 
is unbearable. The redness and inflammation, when he was 
first attacked, lasted about a week, and then his fingers became 
useless. He has never had swelling of the ankles or elbows, 
and never had rheumatism before. He also states that he suf- 
fers most in the afternoon. He says the pain is so great, he 
can not sleep at night, but has to get up and walk. There is 
a great deal of heat in the band at times. He states he has 
had his fingers injected and painted, as he termait, with Iodine, 
and has, he thinks, taken the Iodide of Potassium, has taken 
Morphia, but it acted so badly with him, he thinks the remedy 
as bad as the disease. He informs me he was in the Hospital 
for three months, and is as bad as when he went in. Probably 
the injection of which he speaks, was Atropia or Morphia. 
This case is nothing more than chronic rheumatism of the 
hand, and one now of the most severe nature, being of so long 
standing. 

The difficulty in these cases, is where the disease is located 
in the nerves or in the sheath of the nerve ; in other words, in 
the substance of the nerve, or in its surface. . Sheumatism is 
said by some to be a constitutional disease. There is now, in 
this case, thickening of the tendons. There is evidently thick- 
ening also of the synovial membrane. It is in these cases, 
we find deposits taking place, producing more or less dis- 
ease of Uie joint, and which may result in anchylosis. There 
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is a tendency to enlargement of the joint. Now we may have 
anchylosis when enlargement takes place, or when the circula- 
tion is cut off, from the want of sufficient nervous energy in 
the part. The blood does not stimulate the part ; hence we 
have that smooth appearance which is always found in rheu- 
matism. In acute cases, we have more swelling, and we have 
a peculiar smoothness about the part. This is characteristic, 
and will enable you to distinguish it in all cases. Kow, this 
case can not be considered anything but rheumatism. If it 
was neuralgia, we should not have the amount of swelling. 
K gout, the pain would come on in the latter part of the night. 
He says he has pain whenever he lies down ; that is pathog- 
nomonic of rheumatism, so that you can no more be mis- 
taken, than by redness in the acute stage. Now, the course of 
treatment adopted in this case, and in all cases, is more or less 
empirical. We know what indications we desire to fulfil, but 
I do not believe that it is in the power of science to say what 
will cure such a case ; hence you have got to prescribe and 
continue, from time to time, until you get some remedy which 
will act specifically upon the part. Now, the treatment which 
I shall put him tipon at present, is as follows : 

Take a gallon of Water, and add Salt enough to make a 
saturated solution ; make it as hot as he can bear it, and place 
the hand and arm into it as high as the elbow ; this may be done 
three times a day ; hold the hand and arm in for twenty min- 
utes at a time ; abd on each succeeding day, I would have him 
apply Vinegar in the same way, alternately. After removing 
the hand, rub the part gently, beginning with the fingers, so 
as not to produce irritation. Now, in this case, no doubt, there 
is more or less injury of the substance of the nerves ; hence 
we will find much advantage by the use of some revulsive 
agent to the spine. The application for this would be Gran- 
ville's Lotion, applied perhaps both night and morning. We 
will order, then — 

Bf. — Granville's Lotion, 3 ij. 
Spts. Camphor, 3 ij. 

M. ft. Linimentum. 

This Liniment was ilsed by a London physician, in the treat- 
ment of his cases, and in many he was successful, and obtained 
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a large amount of practice. He published a book, called 
"Granville on Counter-Irritation." The profession became 
jealous of him, and he gave them his recipe. 

The medical profession is called the learned and liberal pro- 
fession. 1 will admit it is a learned profession ; but that it 
is a liberal one, I can not say. I do not know why it should 
not be. If a man has a particular remedy or treatment, 
whereby the lives of fellow sufferers could be saved, nothing 
can be more proper than revealing it. 

We have many students scattered throughout the country, 
who, if they would send the results of their observation — as 
they should do — ^to the Eclectic Journal, and if we could have 
the experience of the different practitioners, we would be bene- 
fited. Although I have told them so repeatedly, yet they do 
not do it. If one quarter of the graduates of this Institute 
would give us the results of their practice, it would be an 
amount of information that could not be got in any other way. 
If practitioners are successful in treating disease, they ought 
to be willing for others to adopt their treatment, and enjoy the 
benefit of it. 

Now, at this time, while the malady called diphtheria is 
raging throughout the country, I suppose for the last three 
months I have received hundreds of letters tirom all parts of 
the United States, requiring information about this peculiar 
affection. We call upon graduates, to speak about this dis- 
ease. It is a disease that will call out the advice of the pro- 
fession. Some of you have read the Journal. The result is, 
that we have got out of the Eclectic physicians all over the 
country, about three and a half pages. I received a letter 
from a gentleman, who had 149 cases, occurring in his neigh- 
borhood, and he says they all died. He asked me if there was 
anything that could cure it. I had no time to write to that 
gentleman, but I sent him all the Journals I had that contained 
articles upon it, and gave him the benefit of the treatment I 
have adopted here. ' He has written that he has not lost a pa- 
tient since. I hope that when this Class leave the College, 
they will not prove so lazy as others have. If gentlemen who 
built up this College, adopted this method, what would the 
School come to ? Hence I hope the Class will consider this 
matter in regard to their treatment of all forms of disease. 
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EDITORIAL. 



ECLECTIC MEDICAL INSTITUTE. 



The closing exercises of the Winter Session of 1860-'61, 
were held in the Hall of the College on Wednesday evening, 
February 6, 1861. 

Rev. G. T. Flandebs opened the exercises by prayer. 

Prof. R. S. Newton made the report of the past session, 
from which it appeared, that during the session there had been 
sixty-five matriculants; out of which number, twenty-nine 
had been adjudged worthy to receive the degree of Doctor of 
Medicine. 

The graduates were called around the rostrum and addressed 
by W. F. HuBLBUT, Esq., President of the Board of Trustees. 
At the close of his remarks, he conferred the degree upon each 
of the following members of the Class : — 



Names. 

A. L. Clabk, 
A. W. Cole, 

E. N. CUSHINQ, 

H. S. Ethebidoe, 

S. W. ESTBN, 

C. S. Edwabds, 
G. H. Field, 
O. K. Gbiffith, 
G. W. Hull, 

B. HUTOHINS, 

W. E. Jones, 
J. D. Jones, 
S. C. Kibleb, 
J. B. Lbwis, 
F. B. Lincoln, 



Residence. 
Illinois. 
Tennessee. 
Mississippi. 
Virginia. 
Rhode Island. 
Arkansas. 
Illinois. 
Illinois. 
Missouri. 
Indiana. 
Georgia. 
Mississippi. 
South Carolina. 
Indiana. 
Illinois. 
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Names. Residence. 

T. J. LoBD, lodiana* 

B. 8. Medlook, Mississippi. 

J. H. MncHBLL, Missouri. 

"W. W. MooBE, Mississippi. 

E. 0. Pebbt, Ohio. 

G. H. Plumlky, Vermont. 

H. C. Bobbins, Massachusetts. 

N. H. Sid \v ELL, Ohio, 

J. G. Stine, Ohio. 

W. O. Stone, Indiana. 

W. W. Teagub, Indiana. 

G. H. Walling, Ehode Island. 

H. K. Whitfobd, Illinois. 

F. H. YousT, Virginia. 

The Honorary degree was conferred on the following : — 

L. T. DE Beaumont, Louisiana. 

Louis Beinaoh, Tennessee. 

After which the Class was addressed, on the part of the 
Faculty, by Prof. H. D. Gabbison. 

The exercises of the evening were interspersed with music 
by Menter's Comet Band, which contributed no little to the 
enjoyments of the occasion. n. 



PKOF. C. T. HART, M.D. 

« 

We regret to have to inform the readers of the Journal, that 
Dr. Habt has been compelled to discontinue his relation to the 
Eclectic Medical Institute, as Professor of Physiology, etc., 
which he has filled with so much honor to himself and benefit 
to the School. 

The Doctor carries with him the warmest and best feelings 
of all his late colleagues, to whom he had become endeared by 
his courteous manners and gentlemanly deportment, as well as 
his untiring energy to make his department acceptable and 
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profitable to the students. We hope the business matters at 
his childhood home — ^which alone induced him to make this 
move — ^will be so arranged as to enable him, at some future 
time, to resume his position and labors in the School. 

Dr. H. will still assist in the editorial department of the 
Journal. 

His post-office address, for the present, will be, Bushville, 
Buchanan Co., Mo. n. 



THE COMMERCIAL HOSPITAL. 

On page 204 wUl be found an article from the Lancet^ of 
this city, upon this institution. Since the above was in type, 
the Bill has passed and become a law. Hereafter the students 
of the Eclectic Medical Institute, and all other Medical Col- 
leges of this city, will stand upon equal ground as regards 
Hospital privileges, and no longer will any student be made 
to feel, as heretofore, that the Faculty of the Ohio Medical 
College have granted him a special favor by admitting him 
into tlie Coinmercial Hospital. 

The old monopoly ij now broken up by the new law just 
passed, and it will not be long until the whole matter will pass 
entirely from the hands of the present organization. 

At the next Fall Session of our School, the students of the 
Institute will enjoy the full benefits of the Hospital. This is 
by special act of the Legislature, and which should have been 
done years ago. 

It is in contemplation by the City Council, to build a new 
Hospital upon a grand scale. This is much wanted, and 
should be completed as soon as possible. When done, medi- 
cal students may derive as much benefit from Hospital privi- 
leges in this city, as any other. 

A system of clinical instruction might be inaugurated in 
this city, that would draw thousands of students here yearly. 

N. 
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THE PHILADELPHIA IMBROGLIO. 

In the February number of this Journal, we published a let- 
ter from Dr. Hollemback, of the Eclectic Medical College of 
Pennsylvania, giving his statement of the causes which led to 
a rupture in their school, without^any comment or indorsement. 
At this, Dr. Paine takes serious umbrage, and, after trying by 
threats of prosecution, proscription of our books, and playing 
the mischief with us generally, he at last vents his wrath in 
two nonsensical (but which he doubtless considers extremely 
bitter) articles, in the March number of his journal — not on 
the writer of the article, but on one of the editors of our jour- 
nal. We notice them merely as litstis naturcB in journalism. 

First, he objects to the writer of the communication in the 
following delectable terms: ^^ from one of the most ignorant 
and depraved of all God's creatures," — "a poor, ignorant, 
silly, steam and pepper fellow, who has no reputation nor in- 
fluence outside of a lager-beer shop," — " mere parasite of hu- 
manity." He does not once mention the name of the writer — 
Dr. Hollemback — who is widely known, and has a reputation 
with his readers ; but sets up his ideal fellow^ to give tls the 
better whipping. 

What kind of a man is Dr. Hollemback ? 

We will quote from Dr. Paine's own writings before he se- 
ceded from the College, as charged by Prof. Hollemback ; 
therefore, the evidence must be good : 

^^ Dr. Hollemback is one of the oldest pioneers in medical 
reform, having received his early education in one of the most 
popular Allopathic Colleges in the Union. He is acquainted 
with all the resources of that branch of the profession. For 
the last fifteen years, he has been identified with the great 
American movement to reform the medical profession," etc. — 
jPMla, Jbur.^ May, 1868. : 

^^ Prof. Hollemback has been, for a number of years, en- 
gaged in collecting materials for a work on Materia Medica, 
etc. Professor HoUemback's extensive acquaintance with this 
department of the profession, most amply qualifies him to pre- 
sent to the profession a work of intrinsic value." — Ibid^ 
March, 1858. \ 
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We could give other quotations^ from tho same source, but 
think that is sufficient. We are aware that Dr. Faine is much 
given to writing Jiotion^ but as the above quotations are cor- 
roborated by other evidence, we take it as somewhat near the 
truth. 

Dr. Paine remarks, that " his college has purged itself of 
pepperismP An open confession is good for the soul. Doc- 
tor, we have heard it insinuated before, that it was nothing 
but a mongrel hotanical scTiool^ but have been lotfii to believe 
it, and yet the old college — HoUemback, Stites, Calkins, 
Chase, Holland, and Paine — instead of being purged, merely 
vomited up Dr. Paine. He considered its doctrines good 
enough for him, for several years. We would like to ask the 
Doctor, when he became a better Eclectic than others ? 

In conclusion. Dr. Paine intimates that we published the 
article because we were envious of the large classes attending 
his college. His large classes are like a great many other 
large things^ still in the womb of futurity, and therefore could 
have no bearing in the case. We published it simply as an 
act of justice to Dr. HoUemback and his colleagues, as they 
had no other means to reach the profession. s. 



MATERIA MEDICA AND THERAPEUTICS. 

We have often heard it remarked, that though some branches 
of medicine might be classed with the exact sciences, yet the 
administration of medicine, or therapeutics, had nothing of 
science in it ; was, in fact, nothing but empiricism. This view 
of practical medicine is certainly very humiliating, and, as I 
believe, incorrect. There are very many therapeutic laws, as 
well established as any facts can be, and it should be the aim 
of all to develop, as &r as they can, these fixed principles in 
the administration of remedies. 

Believing that there were principles to guide us in the ad- 
ministration of remedies for the cure of disease, the writer, in 
connection with Prof. L. E. Jones, engaged in a work on Ma- 
teria Medica. Without wishing to become amenable to the 
charge of egotism, I believe the careful reader of that volume 
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will come to the coDclusiops that I have stated above. It was 
quite a serious undertaking to attempt to sift the mass of wri- 
tings on this subject, to preserve what was valuable, and dis- 
card what was worthless. In this work. Dr. Jones spent fifteen 
years, his colaborer three, and, though the work was not as 
well done as it might have been by others, yet they have made 
a valuable addition to practical medicine. 

All those agents employed by Eclectics have received full 
consideration ; many facts in relation to them being published 
now for the first time. As the agents are grouped together 
according to their therapeutic properties, it becomes very valu- 
able to the practitioner as a work of reference. In addition, 
there are some eighty pages of formula and combinations, 
showing the manner in whi«h agents are combined and admin- 
istered, s. 



OIKCULAR OF THE ACADEMY OF VETERmARY 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY, OF CINCINNATI, 
OHIO. INCORPORATED, FEB. 27, 1861. 

The necessity for an Institution of this kind, is evident from 
the fact, that the husbandmen of this State are the owners of 
live stock, to the amount of about one hundred millions of dol- 
lars ; hence have great interests at stake in the welfare and 
treatment of diseases incidental to the same. 

Dbpabtmbhts of TumoN. 

Anatomy and Physiology. — ^The Lectures on Anatomy and 
Physiology, will be demonstrated and illustrated by dissection, 
and by means of diagrams, skeletons, and prepared anatomical 
specimens. 

Theory and Practice of Veterinary Medicine. — Ample 
means for acquiring a fundamental knowledge of the Theory 
and Practice of Veterinary Medicine, occur in the . practice of 
the Principal of the Academy, and the same is also taught 
through the medium of daily Lectures and Recitations. 

Chemietry. — The students will be furnished with tickets, 
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which shall admit them to a course of Lectures on Chemistry, 
to be given at one of the Medical Colleges of this city. 

Text Books. — The Text Books used in this School, are as 
follows : — 

Anatomy and Physiology : PercivM^ Blaine^ Dadd^ Car- 
penter. 

Chemistey and Phabmaoy: Morton^s Manual of Phar- 
macy^ and the ordinary Text Books of the Schools of Medi- 
cine. 

Materia Mediga : Findlay Dun^ United States and Eclec- 
tic Dispensatory. 

Theoby and Practice : " Blaine^e Outlines of the Veteri- 
nary Art^^^ Dadd on the Treatment of Diseases of Horses 
and Cattle. Yotiatt on the same subjects^ and Ptrdvall ^s 
Hippopathology. 

Veterinary Jurisprudence: Oliphant^ and the Revised 
Statutes of Ohio. 

Regulations. — ^The regular Session of this School lasts dur- 
ing a period of four months ; each student is required to attend 
two Sessions, ere he can present himself before the board of 
examiners for a diploma of qualification ; yet at the end of the 
first session, the student receives a certificate to that efiect. 

Any student having attended one course of Lectures on Hu- 
man Practice, at any School or College in this, or any other 
country, can present himself for examination at the termina- 
tion of one session. 

Expenses. — ^The Expenses are as follows : 

First Session, .... $100.00 
Second Session, .... 50.00 
Diploma of the Academy, free of charge. 

GEORGE H. DADD, V. S., 

Cincinnati, Ohio^ 

[The above Institution has been successfully established in 
this city, and we have no doubt that it will, in the hands of its 
founder, accomplish much good. — ^n.] 
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BOOK AND JOUENAL NOTICES. 

A Peactical Tbeatisb on Mechanical Dentistry. By Jo- 
seph EioHABDsoN, D. D. S., M. D., Professor of Mechanical 
Dentistry in the Ohio College of Dental Surgery. In one 
octavo volume, pp. 427, with one hundred and ten illustra- 
tions. Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 1860. 

A copy of the above excellent work has been handed us by 
our esteemed fellow citizen, the author. This treatise fills a 
hiatus^ and supplies a demand that has long been felt by the 
profession. It is arranged in two parts. Part Firsts is de- 
voted to Metals employed in Dental Laboratory Operations^ 
with Preliminary Observations on the Different Modes of 
Applying Seat. Part Second^ is an elaborate treatise on 
Artificial Dentures — including the preparatory treatment of 
the mouth ; materials and methods employed in obtaining im- 
pressions of the mouth ; the construction of artificial dentures ; 
the difierent bases used for dental substitutes ; the process of 
manufacturing block teeth ; defects of the palatal organs, and 
their treatment by ai'tificial means. 

It is a concise, practical and methodical treatise, embodying 
all the material facts and principles of Mechanical Dentistry. 
To the student or inexperienced practitioner, it is indispen- 
sable. 

The Dental Register of the West says : " We believe this 
to be the Jlrst separate extended treatise on this particular de- 
partment of dentistry, that has ever graced American author- 
ship. It is with pleasure that we have cursorily glanced over 
its pages and subject-matter, and are enabled to speak in gen- 
eral terms commendatory of the work. 

" We esteem it a privilege here, in being able to express our 
gratification for the manifest enthusiasm that impels to the 
production of such a work — ^a comprehensive one having been 
long in demand. Emanating from the very authentic source 
that it does, it could not be well other than what it is^-a valu- 
able adjunct to dental literature." 

It is printed on good thick paper, and is a model of typo- 
graphical excellence. n. 
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A Pbaotioal Tbbatisb on the -^InoLOGY, Pathology, and 
Tbeatmbnt of the Congenital Malfobmations of the 
Kegtum and Anus. By William Bodenhameb, M.D. Il- 
lustrated by sixteen plates, and exemplified by two hundred 
and eighty-seven cases. In one octavo volume ; pp. 368. 
S. S. & W . Wood. New York : 1860. 

We give this work a cordial welcome to our table, both on 
account of the intrinsic value of the work itself, and our esteem 
and friendship for the author, who has labored hard, but suc- 
cessfully, for many years in this branch of medical science. 

The work is unique, being the only complete, systematic and 
practical treatise upon the subject ever published. It contains, 
in addition to his own vast experience, the productions and 
contributions — to the literature of this subject — of all the emi- 
nent surgeons of Europe and America ; thus collecting and 
combining, in a compact and condensed form, what has here- 
tofore been scattered over the two hemispheres, in brief and 
detached articles, memoirs, and essays, as presented in the 
transactions of medical societies ; in brief monographs ; in the 
dififerent periodicals, etc. 

The following is a Synopsis of the Congenital Malformations 
of the Anus and^ Eectum, as arranged by the Author : 

The GongenitaL Malformationa of the Arms. — 1. Preter- 
natural narrowing. 2. Occlusion by a thin membrane. 3. Oc- 
clusion by a thick, hard membrane. 4. Partial or complete 
absence. 5. Abnormal. 

The Congenital Mdtformaiione cf the Rectum, — A. — Oc- 
clu%ion of the Rectum. 1. By one membranous septum. 2. 
By two or more membranous septa. 

B. — Obliteration of the Rectum. — ^1. By the agglutination 
of its parasites. 2. By the puckering of its parietes. 3. By 
the thickening and induration of its parietes. 

C. — Preternatural Termination of the Rectum. — 1. In a 
cnl-de-sac. 2. In the bladder, 3. In the urethra. 4. In the 
vagina. 5. In a cloaca in the perinseum with the vagina and 
urethra. 6. In the ano-perinsel region at different points. 7. 
In the sacral region. 

D. — PretefmaturdX Termination of other Organs in the 
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Rectum. — 1. Of the ureters. 2. Of the vagina. 3. Of the 
litems, 

E. — Absence cf the Rectum. — 1. Partial. 2. Complete. 

He classes the above into nine species, each one of which 
may comprise a greater or a less number of varieties. In this 
arrangement, the author considers convenience and usefulness, 
rather than the appearance of scientific precision. He has de- 
voted an immense amount of labor and time in the production 
of this invaluable work, for which he merits the thanks and 
gratitude of the entire medical profession. 

The book is neatly printed on good white paper, and sub- 
stantially bound. It is illustrated by beautiful lithograph 
plates, and altogether does great credit to the enterprising 
publishers. 

A Handbook of HosprrAL Pbaoticb; or, an Introdfotion 
TO THE Practical Study of Medicine at the Bedside. 
By Robert D. Lyons, Dublin. One vol., 12 mo., pp. 200, 
S. S. & W. Wood, 389 Broadway, New York. 1861. 

A copy of the above work is before us. It is arranged in 
two sections. Section First is devoted to Directions for Clini- 
cal Examinations of Patients^ comprising a tabular view of 
the classes, orders, and special nomenclature of diseases ; pre-' 
liminary examination of patient ; percussion ; auscultation ; 
expectoration; hemorrhages; vital state of patient; symptoms 
referable to the lungs ; sypaptoms referable to the heart ; clini- 
cal examination of the urine ; special tests for urinary elements 
abnormal in quantity or kind. Section Second, contains rules 
and directions for Post-mortem Examinations / also, an ap- 
pendix, embodying directions for writing prescriptions, a glos- 
sary, and blank forms for reporting cases. 

To those who desire a work of this kind, we can heartily 
recommend this multum in paroo. 
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EDITORIAL ABSTRACTS AND CLIPPINGS. 

The Louisville Medical News closed its existence with the 
December number. The caus^ of death will be seen from the 
following closing editorial of Dr. Benson : 

^^ To Delinquent Subscribers. — Gentlemen, your kindness 
has been our ruin — ^your favors, our destruction — ^your smiles, 
our tears — ^your approval, our bankruptcy. How rejoiced you 
must be, when you read this, our epitaph ; and with your Ha- 
vana curling its grateful clouds above you, thank God that 
you yet outlive the storm. We envy not the digestion of the 
next meal ; but were it shingle nails and crab cider, it should 
lie more easily upon your stomach, than the consciousness of 
your injustice, upon your memory. 

" To Subscribers Not in Arrears. — Gentlemen, we desire 
to thank you for your promptitude, and express our deep re- 
gret that your numbers had not been greater." 

[If some other editors had not been willing to lose their 
money for the good of the cause, we know many medical men, 
who are now enjoying the benefits of the hard labor of others, 
would be without a medical journal. — n.] 



Cure of Cutaneous Diphtheria by Perchloride of Iron. — 
The following case is doubly interesting, both as an example 
of the effect of a mustard^plaster on the skin, under the influ*- 
ence of a diphtheric epidemic, and as an example of the good 
effects of the internal and 6Xternal use of perchloride of iron : 

A man, forty-two years of age, of a strong constitution, waa 
seized, in November, 1869, with a subacute form of bronchitis, 
and as he became delirious in the course of the complaint. Dr. 
Noir, who was attending him, ordered mustard -plasters to the 
calves of the legs. The delirium ceased, but the mustard pro- 
duced a vesication, which disturbed the patient all night. The 
next day. Dr. Noir opened the vesicles without removing the 
epidermis, aud a quantity of serum escaped, similar to that of 
blisters. There was great subsequent irritation, however, and 
Dr. Noir, investigating the cause of the patient's sufferings, 
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discovered, instead of vesicles, two enormons diphtheritic 
patches, one on each calf ; these patches were of a grayish- 
white color, irregular and dry, snflSciently hard to give a sound 
when struck by a spatula, both surrounded by an erysipelatous 
areola, tending to enlarge, and more painful than the patches 
themselves. There were at the time several cases of diphthe- 
ria among children in the neighborhood. Dr. Noir cauterized 
all the areolae with nitrate of silver, in order to prevent the dis- 
ease from spreading ; and he also ordered a draught to be 
taken, containing twenty drops of tincture of perchloride of 
iron at frequent intervals. The diphtheritic patches and the 
inflamed skin surrounding them, were washed with a solution 
of iron. By this treatment, the progress of the disease was 
arrested and the pain was relieved, and after a few days a de- 
cided improvement was manifest. The diphtheritic patches 
were gradually thrown off, and eventually two ulcers of a 
healthy appearance were left, which proceeded to cicatrization 
without any serious symptoms. — Oazette dee SopitauXj July, 
1860. 



On the Therapeutical Employment of the Dovhle Iodide 
of Iron and Quinine. — Dr. Violette has given the double iodide 
ot iron and quinine in several affections in which the prepa- 
rations of iron have been recommended, and he has been ena- 
bled to prolong its use without meeting with the symptoms so 
often produced by the separate use of iron and quinine. He 
has never observed either weight at the stomach or offensive 
eructations, or gastralgia. In many affections of the uterus, 
after the local treatment has succeeded, the iodide of iron and 
quinine has seemed to restore the strength and revive the ap- 
petite. He has witnessed the same results in convalescence 
from typhoid fever, and from all diseases which induce a con- 
siderable impoverishment of the blood. Dr. Yiolette consid- 
ers this medicine peculiarly efGicacious in chlorosis. M. Bee* 
querel allowed him to administer it to some young chlorotic 
girls, whose leading symptoms were complete loss of color of 
the mucous membranes, a waxy complexion, excessive weak- 
ness, total loss of appetite, blowing murmur in the heart and 
carotids ; in such cases, Dr. Yiolette found that a rapid im- 
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provement followed the use of the double iodide. The appe- 
tite returned very quickly, and at the same time fhe strength 
was restored ; a slight rose color replaced the pale tint of the 
mucous membrane, and the extreme paleness of the face was 
changed for the natural color. — Ibid. 



Gases cf Severe Purpura Hemorrhagia suecearfully treated 
hy PeroJdoride of Iron. — Dr. Sassier, of Ohalon-sur-Saone, 
was called to see a man aged seventy, who had been seized 
suddenly with depression, nausea, and shiverings, and three 
days after these preliminary symptoms there followed epis- 
taxis, hsematemesis, and hsematuria ; the patient lost blood 
both by the gums and the rectum. At the same time, petechise 
and ecchymoses were dereloped on the trunk and the limbs. 
Iced drinks were ordered, together with dilute sulphuric acid, 
and extract of rhatany, but without success, and indeed the 
symptoms seemed to be increased. The hemorrhage continued, 
the tongue became dry and black, and the prostration was ex- 
treme« Dr. Sassier then prescribed the perchloride of iron, 
dissolved in distilled water and sweetened with syrup, to be 
taken in spoonsful every hour. The next day the patient's 
state was the same, but on the succeeding day there was a sen- 
sible diminution of the hemorrhage, which ceased on the third 
day, but the perchloride was continued for two days longer. 
The disease seemed to be cured, but a week afterward the 
hemorrhage reappeared, and the perchloride was again or- 
dered, and after it had been employed two days the bleeding 
entirely ceased, and was never again renewed. The patient 
recovered after a prolonged convalescence. 

Dr. Bertet relates another very severe case of purpura 
hemorrhage treated successfiilly by the perchloride of iron, 
and in this case the remedy was employed to the exclusion of 
all other medicinal agents. Dr. Bertet considers that at pre- 
sent the perchloride of iron is the best remedy for purpura 
hemorrhage, and that in some cases it is almost infallible. — 
Z' Union MedicaUy Aug. 21st and 30th, 1860. 
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On the EmploymefU of the Salphaie of Quinine and Ve- 
ratria in Typhoid Fever. By Dr. Voot. — ^Dr. Vogt has col- 
lected and tabulated a number of cases of typhoid fever treated 
by sulphate of quinine and by veratria, and although the cases 
by the latter alkaloid were few, he prefers it on the whole to 
quinine as a remedial agent. He regards both alkaloids as 
valuable in the treatment of typhoid fever, but thinks that they 
are useful in different stages or conditions of the disease. The 
action of veratria, he says, is more direct, causes no excite- 
Hient, and proceeds especially from the spinal cord ; that of 
quinine proceeds principally from the brain, and can not be 
manifested in a short time without previous excitement. 
Hence veratria is to be preferred in all febrile diseases which 
show a rapid and impetuous progress. In typhoid fever it 
Bhoidd be employed at the commencement, more particularly 
when the fever is very acute imd the congestion in the head 
very active. In cases which are more slow in their progress, 
with a less intense febrile reaction, with hypersdmia more de^ 
pendent on venous stagnation, and in the latter periods of the 
disease, when ansemia or adynamia predominates, then quinine 
is preferable. In some cases both remedies maybe employed, 
the veratria being administered first, and the quinine afterward. 
The antipyretic power of veratria is greater than that of qui- 
nine, for where the latter has failed, the former often succeeds 
in a very extraordinary degree. In the eruptive fevers, when- 
ever their tendency is to a true inflammatory localization, or 
when this localization has already happened, veratria must be 
selected, from its singular efficacy in pneumonia and puerperal 
fevers with intense local inflammation. But if, on the con- 
trary, the fever is idiopathic, and entails no local inflamma- 
tion, quinine should be employed. The toxical action of qui- 
nine is more marked and more difficult to avoid than that of 
veratria. In order to attain to the antipyretic effects of qtd- 
nino, it is necessary to administer the alkaloid till it produces 
the peculiar noises in the head, and although those noises are 
anticipated, they are the more worthy of attrition, inasmuch 
as the vomiting produced by veratria is more frequently bene- 
ficial than injurious. Yeratria, says Dr. Yogt, possesses, in 
typhoid fever, a power far superior to that of quinine in re- 
lieving the head, especially in the first stages of the disease. 
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But if the affection of the head depends upon venous conges- 
tion, qainine may succeed better than veratria. In a general 
manner, it may be stated that veratria deserves the preference 
in many cases as an antipyretic ; and as to the other indica- 
tions for these two remedies, quinine ought to be preferred 
in marsh-fevers with a moderately rapid progress, and in other 
febrile diseases which have reached an advanced period, es- 
pecially when ansemia and adynsemia have already commenced, 
and especially when it is not essential to interrupt the febrile 
action in a shorter period. — Bulletin General de Therapeu- 
tique^ May 80, 1860. 



AnoBStheties in Midwifery, — ^In a paper on the value of 
ansBsthetic aid in midwifery, read before the Obstetric Society 
of London, by Dr. Charles Kidd, the author states, that though 
there have been twenty-five deaths from ether, in general sur- 
gery, he believes it superior to chloroform in relaxing the tis- 
sues in cases of version. In about thirty thousand cases of 
midwifery, in which these agents have been used, no accidents 
have occurred. " Chloroform is invaluable where there is ex- 
hianstion from debility, or shock, the result of great or long- 
continued pain ; where there is loss of nerve force, or convul- 
sions from excess of reflex irritability or pain, mental emotion, 
excitement, etc.*' It is not indicated where debility is the re- 
sult of hemorrhage, diarrhea, and suppuration. When it is 
feared that hemorriiage may follow its administration, a large 
dose of ergot may be given toward the close of labor. It 
should be remembered that it is not required to carry insensi- 
bility so far as in surgery. 



Il l n ■ 



Cause cf Death from ChlonsfGrm, *^ Dr. Petrie, in a letter 
to the London Medical Times and Gazette, thinks death from 
chloroform often due to the position of the patient, the face 
turned upward, in consequence of which, the tongue by its 
own weight falls back, carries the epiglottis close down to the 
top of the windpi{)te, closing the glottis, when inspiration at 
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once ceases. He proposes the lateral position, for the pur- 
pose of obviating the casualty, and ascribes to this its safety 
in obstetric practice. 



Removal cf the whole Tongtte. — ^Mr. Syme has twice under- 
taken the operation of removing the organ at the hyoid bone ; 
both patients died from a low form of secondary pneumonia, 
probably from some atmospheric, accidental, or constitutional 
cause, the wound in both instances continuing in a perfectly 
healthy condition. Mr. Fiddcs, of Jamaica, has since ope- 
rated successfully, proving that the operation, though danger- 
ous, may be undertaken with reasonable hopes of success. — 
Medical Times and Gazette. 



Reduction cf Dislocation of Shoulder^ Seven Weeks Stand- 
ing. — M. C, flBt. 53. This man had a fall on his right shoul- 
der, nearly seven weeks ago ; since which he has not been 
able to use his limb. I find, on examination, that the acromion 
process appears sharp and prominent, and there is a hollow 
beneath it. The arm appears a little longer than its fellow, 
and the head of the os brachii can be felt in the axilla. These 
eigns clearly indicate a dislocation downward into the axilla. 
If this luxation had recently occurred, its reduction would be 
comparatively easy. In old dislocations, much greater diffi- 
culties are encountered. These difficulties arise from contrac- 
tion of muscles, and from the partial healing of the lacerated 
capsule. 

I will now bring the patient under the aneesthetic influence 
of aether, and will make the attempt to reduce the dislocation, 
but as I am not provided with instruments, I may perhaps fail 
in the effort. (The patient was then brought under the influ- 
ence of ffither, and ProU P., assisted by Drs. Hinton, Buck, 
and £rackowizer, undertook the reduction. The limb was 
brought over the patient's head, and extension was made in a 
direction toward the glenoid cavity, which counter-extension 
was made in the opposite direction. After continuing these 
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efforts for a number of minntes, the arm was brought down by 
the side of the patient, a fulcrum was placed in the axilla, and 
the arm brought across the thorax. After repeating the ex- 
tension and counter-extension several times, and as often hav- 
ing recourse to the prying motion across the chest, suddenly, 
with an unusually loud snap, the head of the bone went back 
into its place. The report was so loud as to lead to a suspicion 
that the bone had been fractured, but on careful examination, 
it was ascertained that a reduction had been effected.) — Prcf. 
Alfred G. Postj in American Med. Times. 



Veratrum Viride and Opium in Puerperal Fever. — To 
sum up : — 

1. An attempt should be made, in the early stages, at elimi- 
nation of the materies morbi, if the case were such as to admit 
of it ; this condition rarely obtaining. 

2. Veratrum viride should be employed to control vascular 
action. 

3. Opium should be exhibited in quantities as large as could 
be borne. 

4. The system should be supported by free stimulation, es- 
pecially in the latter stages. This, though placed last in or- 
der, was probably, all things considered, the most important 
indication of all. 

In case of an anticipated epidemic of the disease. Dr. Barker 
said he was in the habit of giving quinine as a prophylactic. 

Jour, of Materia Mediea. 



Gonorrheal Ophthalmia. — Dr. Lunda, in the Wien Woch- 
enichrift^ recommends the application of the oil of savine to 
the conjunctival surface of the upper eyelid, after the acute in- 
flammation has subsided. It causes great pain and hyperse- 
mia, which soon pass off, and the cure is rapid. He has 
made the trial, with this result, in sixteen cases. 
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Vaccination in JVanma. — M. Nelaton regorte to one of the 
following methods for the purpose of avoiding hemorrhage : 

The finest insect needle charged directly from a child's arm, 
is passed in and left in situ until the tissues have had time 
to become impregnated with virus ; or, setons are first ap- 
plied at the base of the tumor, and left in situ for a week ; 
and through the fistulous tracks thus obtained, threads are 
passed, charged with virus, the cutaneous apertures being 
protected by small canulad. 



Medicine in Prussia. — The medical staff of Prussia, ac- 
cording to the last survey, in a population of 17,739,913 in- 
habitants, amounts to 358 district physicians (these are paid 
by government shares to attend the poor gratis) ; 4,327 physi- 
cians who have the doctor's degree ; 996 surgeons of the first 
class ; 643 of the second class ; 6,026 doctors for animals, first 
and second class ; 1,529 the first, and 11,411 midwives. 



V 



Belgium possesses 51 establishments for the insane. Out 
of 4,500,000 inhabitants, 4,907 are insane, being one in every 
920. 



MARRIAGES. 
Kelly — Morgan, — On the 10th Jan., at the residence of the 
bride's father, by Rev. E. Bushnenn, Willl^m J. Ejelly, M.D., 
to Mary J. Morgan ; all of Fremont, Ohio. 

Brewer — Ooolb. — Jan. 6th, at Fort Riley, Kansas, by Rev. 
G, D. Henderson, Assistant Surgeon Charles Brewer, U.S.A. , 
and Miss Maria Pendleton, second daughter of Ool. Philip 
St. George Cooke, United States Second Dragoons. 

McCuLLouGH — ^WiLsoN. — In Wapello, Iowa, Jan. 1, by Rev. 
J. M. McElvoy, Dr. S. 0, McCullough, of Kirkville, Iowa, 
to Miss Ann A. Wilson. 
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the most important of vhidi are obtained by auBcnltatioB* 
Daring the healthy Miction of the heait, if ^be e«r isjtppHed to 
the praacordia^ two eoiiiida are heard. The first is ^groehrcoioiia 
with the pulse, is long mid muffled ; the seeoad immedtateiy 
f€41ow8, and is short and dear ; theu a pause, and they are re- 
peated. Th& first has been termed thojy#i^ soimd, and is 
nndonbtediy produced l>yi thd jpintli^vlof the ventricles ; 
the second -^tiie dioiiolic sonnd-^is product byihe badk 
stroke of tbe blood and t|ie unfolding of fiie semi4ansr Talves. 

Tbe«e sonnda Mp^f^^Kt^^ fS^^ ^i^ tf^ ff 
l(^a|bb|iictfqn f 1 1>!| i|4^ ^ ^^1 Y^TT^Mt Wf^ 

become evidences of dJweased action. They Deebme more in- 
tense, if the waUs of UiO fkanfx are ^n and ekstic; or if the 
spongy textttre of the lung is r^laced by solids or lipoids ; or 
if tl^^ is excessive contrac^op of/t^ie^fpralls of the hea^^ The^ 
are less intense, if the heart is ftgroser removed from tliethoz^cic 
wall, or ^ thickening of. tlio :Bame ; or if th^re is defective 
contraction of its walls. They are c^^n^ed. in diaraoter, er re- 
placed by adventitions sounds, by <0iaoges in tiie Uood-*-which 
would impair its circtdatioa'^bf ohangeB in its mnsonlar 
parieties, and especially by structural alteration of its orifices 
and valves, ^these^^otmlfo nu^ fae loud ^^adble/ clear or muf- 
fled, cgctend^, distant, ringing, ^tc 

The principal adventitious sounds, are tbe iellcw$ aound, 
the rasp sound, ^w sound, and ^ sound. Jtie ;prst, or 4^ 
tow murmur^ miiy %e the resmt of several lesions^ aa^ls^ of 
dijataticm of one or more u(t ^e h^art^s orifices^ mth deficiency 
of H^ valves; and^^xfiseqnt&nt Tegttrgkkidn 6lF )iie Uiciod^ 8d, 
miMtk^^iii^4t§&c^^ die heait | Sd, ^^ 

^Nilioits fssuffing fkpod ii^bmmAiiM : and!' lA, itt^nklrity or 

caNotfslbrntotibiiswftUnottii^l^^ 19ie^rei>«t««ttt^, 
arie prdddfeed b^'ftuch stmcttiral ^diMig^is of tha ^8i»W libd 
vMve« iU giv«^¥iiato i^noatnral tiftotf^ & ti^e cuh^ W the 
blood* dti^Iatii^ H&refagh the heiurt - ' ^ \ 

' ' Sfyjnki^hff'qf a^'iS9tff«.---Bypertfopby dr &o% exists 
^ in W fbfhis, WM nMrnthcut dUitatloh of Its catitfiss ;, the 
fif#t fa of* te'tt^ fretq^ent ooennrence.-'^ )^ may iibo 'be con- 
fined lilmost entirely to o^e cavitf^ as in hypelrteo)^ of tki 
left veuMlcle, froni^ obMradlcm of the $oi^iypeiAistg. The 
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q§% m mM byp^ybyq>hjr;<g% flpAiMrjiiai^.faiqriaie iiafaritioi^ at 

midf .«QQfpijiei iDttox^^ ,«MiwtiS$»i'Qf ittuf free fii^i 

SigmjHoms. — ^The local dgtii^ of the disease ^DSigt.jiriiicir 

ligifPi^llp ^wm^^ itoiI}Q#«9'M> i^^x«ii|jbioiK?4D4riii| ^mc»mm<ii 
ib#iffun^.), Xb%;q9^ «f;<^ M..jpf»icHi«ia»oA 41 a^A aa 

tation ; the toaods are like^iee more prolongvl ;iii4*idii^. iA 
%iQ ^t 1^««jyf](|tlv;4««[^i/i^ ii* kflPf^^^f^ot^ with dila- 

t«tiap, t}W;|pu»<iii ai"^ j»parlMiWy .cleaf, U»|d^ fpi phoirfe. • , i , 

aometiiiiea, iqpoplactic eymptomsi;, t#|94«iH(i; tf> a^Ti^ Jwooiotr. 
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l^QliiGk., 1^:|>al|9a|, fj|^^]4 be pla^ op an i|i^Miai4i^iftg 
Ution to th^ lowest qua&tity compatible with healthy ai|(L t^ 

EiMp^^(i^#riaarfa(|Bil4%#p7^ a#e^ of the 

. Aikmmium.qf^ tWiflU^ ^Adi JSMrf.(^Tys ia a Tery mm 
il|b0l|o%.m^aoj =epi»i4MraUe,4i^|i»^I«^ as thi 

w^fgiikfaM ib».h^ when 

^w.sui^eite iiabtc^^ 1Sfaei«vi(kMtoftof it 

awTQijr ohapiojii ^rittg: li&i Wialf jiaduae ttipwl^ waniiif 
foirar. iftt tha^fi|ae42$tiop^ 4if bloj^dv* The laoie tooie aiEid 
«idMfamt ifllio at (sMtnM* ^e.wtwid ad^yt m deftetiM iraixi^ 
litib ^ f^lMv partev wtmld l^e^tppU^^ 

AUmliatiqii >:vxtk 4UAtAtHm la^ sioiia rfrdimnt pceutraBMi 
the ayinptoQia bekig^ Mootdi^ CefOnfa^ ^^ al^ht jNiipita- 
tioQflt ^^ dyapne&a And cough ; the impnlae of the heart 



Md lM«i4*dv#r a Ifli^psr 0iileili <rf ft^ Md 

to teaSlW CM'lMdil ilN^li'^ 

iMdth attd. t#Mior >tli# i^vtoM, kf 4|w judkAMt ^ao*^£! bflMv 
tonics, iron, dio «sii lof^ miilt)li€la» 1^ 

«f M^ilky V ^ieb utottM Midtl^tbo piPOfMrtiseaimeifi. *thm^ 

lie, ';(mnaMltito; >'• i*" i <" •" ' '"•'•'i ^'*i ' • '-'• - ^>i* ; *'•• -• 
<^ Piita»$ ^ tfU yUb^^.--^ "ta^ pyopetfy^AMde £«e^ of 
tko yal^ t>f W hMtrl, into Jtiro cl«»de»; - iMI?; wbeii^^'from 
eotitnidkidh of tbo Oriftee, ov' tlknge !n thO'dt)Mk«ife4tf^ 
iirfY# 1itei«iMlire#, ih# lloe ^yaflM|feLDf 'tlie UM iff pafc^tM y. 

Obdtrnction to the passage of blood through the idMfiMift, ^ 
goMraSfy' attended #flb' tli!d> detelopteimt of wq of tho ndvW 
titiona i^odii-^. e.\ «ho aliw, raili^ ^d 1^ io^b^s^^^^MdiriMU'- 
l^# in Myci^iftidtfMiMo d«|f^i»-^if4^^^ 
meirely a toi^ng-^^^l^ u^A BoMdi i^JP^Hf^ leiM(^''Ti[»' 
g^^l«I B^t^CMito tfe^MMl'ttoibel^li^ Hp0ii<tii<0»iiitiUUto&'€^ Ao 

TOW^. * a%o/ea«ie^ of the icMiEHictt^Q^ n!rap^ be; Mntractiali of 
the opening, tirftkeifi^g of* Ae'i^lVes^ IhrbM Veg^tii^JoW^ W* 
tciagimfffd^ior oarffielbmaiioi^ H^ai o^WiAtiiX.tliait'^atrMlliiees. 
K tha obtlMefiooJfaiiimiilH^^ 

imdb' tbeshiQga ^ ll|Nlce)u0Ollgcatid^^^lpN^ iaad'htaioiiAalia 
tf Idia >kaiii^^ ararldf ftikflmt^ oooarraMo^ n fit lUao eottea^att 
ttef *grtf eiiai liymitoaga .^aaaetiaiea pttiiiti^tiio knigiriaB HuMsiM 
bf4faa,41saaaa) th4 codgky exptetavatiobf iirpspn 
sfaffim^it aifdanee 'f»' an^MiAeial/' aaamiMtioiu iii(E|4tiaMibUk 
sound, heard on-ilaibQltiilioi^tis eilhar;«a aa«i| laij^ 3v dHtf 
9oaiBdi,^op'a.9D«gliah€rii MImm iimi«aaiv'i>4tia^ei!fiiatBMM^-it 
iaikflifepat^a ttt4htf Je0 itida of ihaBlaaQ«tt^taPW*)iKlM.<hii^ 



second iukliiiAirM«lid«'::^if .• .' r. li.'f.-tJ. hi^.:- ■.. .>n; n■\u^^ -^ 
• iNlitfiii86<tft M Urn AOttfittf dr^llNv 8#Btti»^ cfj^tiieli- <ln»to^e- 

TIB a torgo of the btood from tho ri|^4Me lo ithie .Inogii !• 
mwl^ly iiMfr6«s«d,iiftid iM fUee pMmgQ Aotfthem Mi^ Mt>b- 
•Arwited I91 Ike: dhiimBlib^ ^dvll^ttigpwnlpXv n^. ftt^Motfy hiT^ 

ol dUeftio of tJMilnagft^^ la^thf rof ^ tiiete cwk^ dto]»fig^ inajn 
f«B«Ifc, If tke putietf: beMMi deUUteM; Tkia obttoaMiott^i^ * 

aJU^ «Hmki«iv miciEiii^ or> t^dplli(»fag tiie tot ^Maral sooDcbi 
ff ^Huriaea AwBt vefelatlow frpm>lli«^0emM«»iMr i!«}T09t<)r o^ 
tilagiDOfid or ossific fefSnitttiMi vidiiti, tb^ii tte Mtaid fe geD'f 
erally a boiw sound. These soandB eao generally be heard for 
eome d^rtance over tjie larger arteries. 1 

ObstriiotioQ of the n^A^tmnet^-t^i^ru^i^r orifice, is next 
in freqneney. It is evidenced by a deep blowing or ftUng 
aoUiidf mc«t dta^k^ finder tlie Jmt^it bf tlie iM^ r!^ <^& 
I&6 sternum; it replaces the Second natinfull'MVimd. fiitfiis 
QiM^ thferei bmng ^jinriSK^ti^n td^ t|b»t Ih^ pupage^ of ■ Y#9^na 
UMdrW^jfiad the j^tflw vei«s pivwiMntii apd wbf^n ,sey?Qppe ^ 
^nhtim 4[ geMcal. v^nfKil eong^slkkm^ Dropsy is a nery fre^ 
qmiit remHi wl»en the geqwil b^tji feseoipas inipa|ifed« Tber^f 
iafaftfy.abMra«ti«iiabtbe^po^ . > 

.Inm^fiemfi^ tf tkemitraL talva^ oeMBionft a^ tn^bid sbnad. 
of «itt«r ot ^Oi^ . thiM cbjiradtafcs named^ Md if li^aid i^;^e 
laaia ;itf« <to:£f* <iiato^ flwnd. /13»9 pills0 ii tlisfay^iijrega-. 
W attiintenaittspt, iritk |$9ne«al s]f9»ipt(m9 «if .di((»Ndieped^ti^^^ 
MbMiini. Ig sokn6 cAsesy ^ lai^ wftr in: a jf^aMlcabl* 

Imt^fiaieney cf tis aofUe valnm^ is niarlMl bf .a; lAoft,. 
^fiiilHiQg) or xasb s^uid^ reii)Mi»g 4lii^ seeond natf»e^ -AiWnd. 
'Qbe in^aisei^f Jlh4 iMart is |j9Mir«|ljr;|tiiaingand )M«ivj|igi wikkf 
i^rmig pAl8|riaon»^i(ti4ftoiQO^ tMUoy^rthe eiM^d^ 

airterie«. Tbia. affeotuA-Hks is the esae witb most beart* dis* ; 



i9$ EPII>Eia0 0KBMBM^I»AI» MttnUGXTlB. V^l 

etked^^'pt^ffM^ the iKmitiiMtff of lilMiow «sereiM, tlt^^ 
frequently the general health is bat little ^AMott:* ^ '>}* * " 

Jkmifoisnef o^lfo HitMpvi vakm^ lakiitfkedlijr'aiAtait a 
saw, raap, or beUbwv mmd^'uMblM^lAMr ttnuairfooiid Mtfind 
iomid/ '^wiog'toralnxrgltitfonvdaA/MtMeqaahtf^ 
the TeaoM diMatJen^itlM^itHiiitaBti^a -of Ike }tiglibBr tHami 
wilb jpiii$uMan, in kliitt difoaab; 0^4 ia ntalind <^nMibairM)6- 
atniotion. The heiilt|i ia ecoiMerabl}' impaired, anct 4i^t3!'^ 
Teiy ftaqnebt ocetfren^' ' '* •' "• ^ ■' .^'^'^^*-* t :• 

i>e<ii^)iiMir^«^Tlir ^troiJIinailt of ^thes^ fi^rma of 4Mtit -cBiieaM 
ka8ioI«ooiicktfetedong0D«{ml{Mifeiid^ tliaindfeatloiia^have 
tcv^be inet td^hf^f 'ptetientiheitMliHmt^ *^Ib aH ossea, wp #l»eet 
tibio pa^^'to «•# ihe oitntoetfphieaabons^o'^rai^ill any^^^ 
eacdtatioii of the 6%aii ; ^el&de andlinib do'more ihon xtiedi- 
eine. It is iinforkant ^ii >tlk^patim]t slioifld he^^^ ^laeedifiat 
hA G»n 'exijqjr Mie beat pjiasiblehmihh. In^c^BtrtuAfiM; ^v^ fl^U 
it tro^l^vetoit to the saltiiof p^tateaiitod alterafive^^-^to^T^- 
B»yv8 d^oete/t^pittg tiie ^teMiiwa ftvpe;^ - ^v!^' 

• ; » 'Ay ' . 



♦ > • » • «»« 
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^ 1%eife prevailed! an 'epi<lemfe in'4hie region^tn the year 
1847; of wiiich I hAro«oeii'lto ^^poir/ill^lftby^^tiicld |oti^ 
Bvifl it ^eemi^ to haie e^afod in otli^ poiiiiond of tAe Ui^ted 
8h»teft atoat €be sanie tiiMe,iind ^^^^ soino id^iiflfia^M; 

In a communioAtibn to the NewOrli^atie Mediettl^inid Sargi- 
<M Joarnai (copied teto' the IfeiiieM fiifaiMiWi oiF*i%tig^ 
iS^iys^thiSi B. Shoiii^of >Tii^b«o«^^fi0a;;»%iirtek^^ 
of t lAi^ef^&eMc^ 'that meiAe ita appiNBratfoe Hi tteit^ vIoiaHy 
in the eprilff ^of^'^lT^^to irt^dli he givW «h4tt*ki»i\if.JM^'IJ» 
P^4eM^^uk ISiit fW>tti llie aynf|illoma,^and>^ dabcrifttii^ 
sectio cadaveris, we hare no donbt aa to its being cetaflio- 
Bpina> ^ef^itagltiai * • - * - /• ^ ^ - '- .. ;;; .sr.t?p.\ 
- '^ 7be 'fmiatttsV' ho ml^f^^ i^ii^^alta^l^^iAh gM^nt, 
mii^iing d^iStiai^ ohflly aoit«atlam paltd obisiateakQee^ el« 
tteteitiea oold ; whflofa ayiiiiptbtxili^W^ aooi feUowM% rovl^ 
rettleiseaeBe, fln^ed^ ebnntenah^e; freqaeiit pulse, flie eiprea- 






tioDB coiTOcliyi to loMtt. fta pnim W:fPii^.<>pt,tl»»f#ffW^ 

tlNd1agtew.^.«t ITM iwt.M w^niifii^^ifm^^rfme^., TUB 
ea86^ with tfm^vi^f^ tof)A«i«; ,tb^#9iMl.wti^<fi haiiV^^^W 

miu^i^eopfimA^' liufti Tigid> , i^^9fm9 ^ iimtflii^^i^ ta^pofli in^ ex- 

twtctii^ifaai |»itfallit» wwe iMuHlle «> twiitlfnr eiPiea AvOAb ifit^f 
mmtik difllk4<yyM0GA]Mu>Mi fiiilth^i^ IqM •C^fio*;^ ui^^thfar* ^ 

w^<g^'ifiiMiirMMI \m 9x^tei or i^Iedii&tot msikioii iff tui^a^ 

of a galram'c apparatus^ During th#.,#s4itfP96. ^>tUi|, 4|f(- 
'tpj^^di^ti^^.df tk^: neftt^tviis^ 4^gjMiaia,<tb0»e w,aa m jfvidfDce 
of :M«l l^irtteg i« tb^ l}|iU«i^,^ 4igaatiyiiif^iMM^ Viv^* gWit 
activity of Ae tirinai7 secration, being .imipatwral^ .p^pj^c^ 

^ TAi«Mi ir^rtf oanQUbrtn iwimiot %\e uppoaxMOo 9f? t^ xf^ 
rl9iiB:agwt>to«MiQl4hi(l:#9eaae. JbaatneinataMoi^tiievteii^i^c 
eympfotna weiecH^bMrtred to Mriy Jris jtb^ fif^l 4ay el tbe i^tto^ 
and in dUtdxe, as^lMii a^ tke^oth. in jalNi^y' d(: lA^ vidledt 

4fi|lar9i'iile miia thair appeamoee^poft^ ikfi aiiiipuiv oyer< l^e 
jegr^s^aadoilthelow^eKiMmitieB;^' ^ ^ '^ 

Aalto-ilitrC^tiaitgr, to ea;s;.''al.Ieafilb oaabetf i^Yiod i^" 
hk tiie ntort .yibiabt. csateB^deUb eiUiaed ^a-the fiftb daji ip 
etbet JAdUmc/aHlh^ lUirKetb oK iftieU^ 4 V- 

SAI.Aiwda8ai^*i«e«rv>drfadv after ajtaptofiia pi Mbaima^pr^Wilfd 
titeii*«iveiL* 'jamilmiiU^ ^iMlil^ I lliiiik^ idapeiHiadi tOttome 
anlfiili «l l0^f<p' thajktaabileiife ' : H Xa eoM9(|tleMei>f ft dm^'' 
tmr^muAHm «^e«i«iibg «l ta tkehipgfcologjF ^of tlie'jdiMaaey tbe 
*roitMb«l>waa pAnmad^vltft alcaatiowfiid tfaaM> baad. ;Xbe 
eftrmflalftljBv^md !aaod]ffia':c<>and'af Mateaittvtdid aet AiMit, 
and hiiwMalliD^ vte aq^aafiy tm^te<M(MAiLr;!^.ooiNN^ of 
«i0fifctp]:wJ^;«wi9ftof'aInii3(ed obabaotte*'^^ &i^ rigoi^oii^eoMti- 

•» '. . fj'"* - . i-.'-'^i J '.' I^' ,f^ ' \. . . :.• • * *'»? I ; ' . ' : 



MfioDD, blood '#>wMI ftM^, inkl^ t&tibli7''«(M''Slv^ ttti 

' Ottprnt-miktem sippwnx^m; li#itfi^4biifJ '^X(ie^«*e- 
htrnxk and eereMlliitti," h^ftteMf ^AK>f^ti(y tfittpeMM^{^ 
iftmnii^dit Tt^ flMAfilhi <)l>lM^iMi Wtf ttflj^ pd»lAri»^ Ike 

A F. WptTff, <tf' WliltaiTate, ^Amhi^., HottioiiiiitMtei ait^ttbcofiait 
of tt ^^«^ensfe'0iAtlMiJpit>t^4^^ 

'fli^ recordK'of siedMltf(^/'^^i«« eppettMd'fai (kttt WMMfoii <»fe(ma- 
tir)^ in FebroMy ^ 1M6. It Hp^yMtfed tai &m« iMM tafitoat fj^Mi- 
leht Mat* tl^ Bfttehie riT^r, tn bo 4Hide» okrohrcA'^Mli^'il^ 
ri:K miles AotxrtiM'rtr^; '^ 

Hr. While lias giVen no^MUMf tofM§^i^iQid»M% diielMe^'^ 
Imi fkAn ^he iblto#ii!g ^beMri(nloD, w^ ife left Id \mk litile 
dottMlus Id ifftimhire I '' « ''/ 

^^!nie disease has been confined principallj to^ekHApsn be- 
tween tiie ages ef-tfk atd -fifteen. *^ fhe itta<^k in^ «ailmed in 

>P^H!i eold, ehffly sMsatioast after winofa^WMan^liMt of lie 
M^AtfAiee, palfi eemaie^iig %etiH«n the ahcNdiievs, exten^pg lo 
ihe o^dpitri regfion, rigidltf of Hie pesterioreervioal nmsclM, 
ireCi«ddn^ the head eMridmddybaekM^^ ti tetabw« Bsi- 
!Mnm svpefiPiBties in an hour w tvo; ebBtriHMon ef < the ptipila 
of th^eye; dilatation of oMefi^wia^ontMetfm^aewB^ 
of the other ; plMia of tiie ejfdidi^ 90okffm<m$ UnMr^tfae-'^eye 
and on Ihe bbdy^ T^jfkBftyef IheaMeifiinal maadasft^ 
itiodie uriteMng of iUe ftixoitt ef^tbe esdveiidtifli^ aad^cHap^ 
sitloti to heap the togrtoouittda ftom'side^eideyAiteRia^ 
a diffltaltyin iexpanding. tk« iMgi; ImaMUdg thMii^livthe 
nMl4ts prtnelpaUf ; eeastifatioti^ aiei>o(inal% mid^ ikaa^ltenat 
M>tMttoii of the iti4iie« ANrtetiynl bie«tiilig H)6i]t#^<)%;aaad 
death toed doeea theiseeiie; It tfenoihataaili ee«Hi» teftoak 
fifteen tat sajftet^f-t^^keiiray^^nr^aaJilto aathe^lareitth 4*7 .** 
> fhev^neaiitient^ waa tif the iaii|Ea» aiixed eharaator^ yixx 
^^BIeedingvameliiDB,cattfastiMiy beU daoAv ^uppi^ff |Btoe«- 
rials, and blisters ; i^r which, opinm, qninine, and stimu- 
lants.^ Dr. White treated this disease more on Ibe old anti- 
phlogistic plan than did Ihr. Hicks, ^ariying the hw>io fuid 



three fattrths pmiiiiig fatftl. 
' Ifi "hfii pi^mm^m "itiignp^M, Bir. WM«i i^ m¥te eJMbhed 

ibe Mlr^uii ceolMiv ^ <^^ <^tib«r «eetk>iis of Hie eiiiid^r ttt^xi^t 
MtolMff>«iN>>l<nt:''^^ -' • * ■^*'»'*' ^- -'• - 

^ ^fiecMo^ WttMre^i I heddf tke portirlor lntegtifdeillB^'il^i^ 
«wolko; bdtli''ptipil* w«tfe ^liCeA.' On removfttg .(j^dilvii^ 

^^4tMm%t&g. The liniehld^yid *iiie0]!lka«^ «dhei^ 
moderate firmness to the sarfaed «)f ' the eob^tiUote. " - «* 

>^ NfUy tiM ^ritf n 'Watf i bei^g r^mov^, ^^^^ ^NNy ot* 4ilree 
ontteto eif Mmm e«eap^ Umb the vesttieteiv biiiog k>f biesr 
Md tiMttstMAreirt eoUr. Thi» bwe of ^e biiriDf'bore<$tideBt 
ml^l» of itifliUnakotion. TImi tnemblraiiM oo^erfftg the medtil- 
la obUttgitta'sfetd' the oerebeUnnih-^e Yight lobey moreedpe- 
4iatl7^--#Bre thicktaidd and epaqtie; a^Mrhig Hkewiie {steti^ 
flmiljriothe fMiiM of Bylrkld. The memlMMll' Al tiiie4>«MBe 
irete tttiti6fift% ^fiioiiliiif^^ flte sulMftilifH^ «f '<hi[i Watfl itoelf 
nrm %iol aliened Wy- Miti^ia ooldr or ^ideodiatefi^. Tbr ittMi* 
l«i*iei-mbfe >iitfl^iUaf^^ piii- <*. nenrea of 

the light ifiiide^w^!^ti)i^eii6dv ikud fiiorer tateiilar ttan teta- 
Tal. On i exhmiflii)^ tk^fiopeHor Bnrfaee of the hn&n: And 00|>^ 
Mathig ^^ two hendM^cit^B aUghtlj^^%he;jr gate ^ iirfiiiSoMj* 
This waB^ai^eert8hied''46 atfae IroW s^^li^lDg of Ae loW part 
of fb^ riliddla loM ^ boCh bemiapheresy and also ^ ooMid^^ 
ble portion of t^ ookfpxm* chllosnim. The corpora; BtriaiA^'^elle 
^^ 'bH^^ injeeteii -a&d 'iofteHed^ partlcnterly thit^df^^th6 
Tight Bide ; €he Btiftig meinbrfloieB of the Teatri^^le* '^tire nM 
altefed ifi eelTor^ The bMdii,ti^ken aa^ a whole, ^xeeptiag Otfae 
parti mentioned, are natorni. i ' ' •* * 

" J^nal Marroto.'-^n aawing the vertebne, a cenrtderMMe 
qpM&ty of IMA WM jg^hed^oiHr the iMttie^t 4he iMMor of 
th0 i^nftl wajS'McAfed. If appeared to be ^rftbtljrfiee(ied«Ad 
engorged^ fhe laenibvaneB weie Ifvkleally tl^ktfa^id itd 
l%hty vJAsediiU'. The i^ttal manreir waa- ndt altfeved i&aij^ 
pearance, bnt^ if anything, Bofter than natural. The BobilttA^ 
-itodlf waa not inje^.*!'-^'- ' -• ' -- -^ •■ ' ' ^•- " '•* ^ 

/ChAt the fatol malady was eerebro-spiniil meiitegitii^ theiie 
can benoddubt;ft!iRl there ia Btrong preBumplion that tiie 



fatality. .; • ^'i • z-^,. • .. 

ii]^te9^t^9&; AopoiMit of thit 4iaMM^ IM i^ wp^ared. m fm ape 
demic fonn in the United States, more .{littimifusly lA Ke^ 
Xpck ia 1868 ; aUa^ a rqpc^of tl^Seay^:<}cM«t(gr <Pa).) Medi- 
^@P9J^7^.iAvwU5^.Dr. Qmiliiivlwii atlilfa tUitt tb^ disease 
^W.Ya^a4 iu !]^iipaylfykikia«:iiiittbe./ipriiig; oftl&48iia a ^aiy 
;miUgp»«it fi^non, Aft Jbp i409erj|rlk>i¥k ite .im9r.«iii^i«r tprit^e 
above, we jfiUoot ^aote^ tha»- .. ; 

Xtiifi 4is9»fl«^iP94)9 its ap9?axiM)Q0 ia.tl^4 isietoatfe in JaiMiaiy, 
^^47 i w4 a>9«M1»^t<d. an^ sevepo epi^lawoi ooviJd liao^ be 
lAoiyi^QeA'-rjtlvr^tQQl^ twur p«)wif &tali w4 OPijf/Wftoiilt.-ctf 
49AI^ »1^Q ewa^i^rdaalfeKl^coyfipr^ J&ntifdy.a^ 
. JAie f jpipteoiB <^ tV^ disea^, as{4escribed ;tp.iDe ^. those ia 
^}i<;p0 ^bp?4iffi it. voGiiMrid, w^pp as &Uqw« : ; It;«M#aked cbil- 
d^li^liip^i. ai^*^iiges,/^.l4¥ mDotbB to ejghl^n jsaaia jwVlM» 
iHb(Sr«ii io iKt^.a ^iU of r|h9f( ^^»i^efh «wl ;4kepi tba eMId 
%a,ma,e^7.andall t^-ii2QctiQii|i|.i^iir#U J^TitrjOiJa se«p>MK 
^lio/^QW, i« ffljiic^ |b^ dijifa^e sa«Midi,tp bft gil(h||nsg atr^ppgfih 
iQt9i JQataJi, spriogf v^as sopa Iq^o?^ bj,(efX9^ve iehrile frf a}|>* 

*Ws;iit*YWWei»t;p#iaa. ift Jlw.ft?w?k ai>^;«teeiJMM« ;•*.««▼«?« 
Qcmtn994 b^tadaqb^i .Ifia^fss^ oa^airiaK api^^ep in oiie 
l«g, 9,a4; SQ»?ti^efl in tba 9*fr ; ,oi»t;i»«f«.«ias^tj««* On 
Ij^ BiMfM.pr third .jdiyr, Ut^re.sqp^r^fD^ 1^ ^eepraeoted .yain 
i*.#«; wcifiital xpgmi tw^tehiiML < ^; yi?#pn*aiy. aaiiactoa, 

|[^Qrai^# i ret^i^Q.flf luring i: p9t#^i»<0Q9etii4»es disappear- 

jing,^ tl|»9 WtV»ilWi Yi$*»fc W»mWB» wi^«*I.^X ap- 
parent cause ; strabismns \ loss of t^aa^mg^ .ponvjid^Wfti eoma, 

^fo^tdaiU;^ . ;.;.-./ « . , .. ^ . ^. • 

: ♦ Xbi%.jWNk Ai^/?wx^i0{;;thi^.m^ i^ Mi«sv>jP^der 

cMfMb t)i^ pynipft^aof iireiVi .not 4^ ;;W0ll tmMy wr !di4 tbqr 
llivei^ aa4tiKf|uto«/:Pl^ nieat 4>£jibi9i.c«aeS;l»ra4iM$0d fa* 
^jj.^wjiliiA f^ WMiMHigbiimntJifiiiprad itlopg lar Jre or^ 
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In reference to the treatment, I could.laam.aolbing/deflbite- 
Uie •pbyaicMuis seemed to be eatii^yvlgnQrant of tb0 fioicd^gi- 
cid acr^gepejQit or pathology of tb^ d&«afue, '.Qne called it 



th«r. sftDlfd i|t a|#:/fi>i(jf.#>Ja!pMj»4i i;^<Ma«f%«^ ^m tfufm^mm* 

antispaBmodicS) with the uQf<»taoate sacoesa UM^^j^^iife 0!f^ 

. B«t. ^ft. 1?^^ ; jflt^^W!; j*e^«msna ^^ tliis,,^^^^^ a? it 
hae prevailed hew, were the seqrieliB. In the di|^t,ir«ej^ 
of this epiqepuQt <<? it ai)|>e«red iD^jOA^M^^ jpo^ifi^ ?f,^^e 

u«n^^tat^x,flfjp;,#fid i»>,^mB^ Klm,-9w^mF^' >M 

effe^j^eB:^]!tiflg, f«oni,thi8,diB^fl|M|, tjip^gli I?r,WHjj»,W!»a,8jr^ 
that «iaj^anj(ex»fHi^ fti^,«nrTiVfi^ 1^; h«^:i^ j^^jjgt^i!^'" 

for (Kwuf taiof." "^iThft i^B|Cti9JCL .^ *ai^te, y** ]«|i" ; ^ft;< 
mot Q^tdorstap^ J^e/^ this, tbwt ai)y;^a(f^^ n^jif 9Sty?$|y.|(^ 
B\it.thpap,whft,weire *Hft*e4 yith .t^s .diafase,jl^^^pi^tjili 
qerer, jrecoyeij?4 ^l^fir lo^^ ^b|^«^ eaf^W^Jr . ??»e|;jiAV.iq^t jp^- 
^cof tf<jjL«f tl^eir wolmivj, fBMcJes ^9r.jij;H^^^ Co^fp^e 
*»We *ftfiir tb«gr jr^e.flhl? tp ijo, |^^{^, thfj^BiJ^giae^:^)^ 
walkjngjljjlEe » flMw-;int<^^fsa*ed.|rbu^ 
grew,", tl^ei\gh e«?3e,did^»oi, recover ;f^flj^ l^i!k/9r,B^T^ ypure 
after ;. ^9 ef !^m JoBt.t^eu.baspjjg <0t^ly„(an^ lqit,}t^pf)iff 
0(^,900 a^e, ai^ o^e yr^^j^ ecytirely .l>l|pd, . j^pyifh Jjt has, b^ 

m th^. ;fe^4ngy Sbe .ift uow neaj^lj a^i^t^n years .of. ^« 
and was eosBeqaeotly over four ye^^ pf i)||e,v^pn, /|^{^jkft4 
with tV$.a3^a4jL bjr.iTrJ^i?!^ fha J(»t,|h|t|.,i||iyji^ J^^ljf I is 

of ^ ^guiji^ljiw.l^io .t^)%RerjjJ1^9Ki ftitf<F»niW[»|^'Wff 
haajtsby.gjii, ^Hy«ig^»<4W;9t' «9o^t%»l*«it«9^PPf«?ep»- 
ta&« of Hygiffi, and' a Bcture-crow for tlie ;d<:^i[v .^P>^ f^'S!!!?? 
of beJipng are peilf«5t, a* fer^as .^e,,9jp pjiaerve-^ |i*yrf«»i 
examination ; her eyesight is pertect, and bo also is her t^te ; 
ifH faeb) no! other nerve aeemfi t^ have b<»^ p^fn^aneotly i^ijH^ 
ln»t! «^ «Mf^». f^J^ «b tetftUyjp^yaed, , ,4..c«Hpon^^^ 
fired off near' by where ^e tras, and she was asked if she 
beard it ; she said she did, *^ right here," placing her hand 
npon her .e^ngBBlprivm ; showing CidPclnBively tbait the difficulty 
lies in the aaditory nerve, or at its origin. 
Her powers of conversation remain about the same, w^th the 
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adtltiock of a ferw wordi, i» irliirii 4l&e feaf het .kesring* 8ke 
utidmCmdh ^bMf yonf My M &cn^, by iPvkteHifli^' ^ ^ move ; 
\M jM liftve ta'' (!Mt«ne % - her o^rti lai^;iias(e; TK^ cah 
tendi lier nidw iMimes, wiiih iN>me censi^rible difflcall^, by 

I will doed (his article by a description of the treatmeiit of 
thiir epidemic, as parsned by'difierent practitioners; add the 
resiiM tt^teoh" ' '; '/.^ •'•';. ^' " "' • ; \' " \ ' 

tn order tx> ireat any disorder riitfonally, we have to tm(ier- 
stand the eidology.and pathology of that' xlisohler." iTowthe 
pat&ology of tbiir didMie is well tthderstbpd? bat tke etiology 
is somewhat obseor^^ but there' !$ no dodbt ih miy mind but 
tihait n is some jiowerAi! impression made' on the d#mic tM 
pnimonie expansion of tbe excito-motor and sentient nerves. 
Whether this- impression is of a maUrlid origih; or Aid result 
of ik 'peculiar susceptibiltty of the individual to met^rcdogical 
cbianj^, I am tinabie to say ^ but ^e evidence, ('think, isr in 
Jkvot 6l thefcrmer/ Dr. White Kays, it prevailed most near 
die Batchiei'l^er; amiasmktlc district. D^. Craig (Con. Rep.) 
Bays, ^* he believes it 6an be bhown that inliis distiict,'at least, 
the disease >ras confined to tniasmatic localities,*^ and^ exhib- 
ited symptoms 6f periodicity. Twd cases, in particular, wltich 
recovered ihimthe iirst attack, yet aSfter they were abie to be 
a^t, they had a recurrence of the attack, etery week or ten 
days* Thiii tieighbokteod, at that time, was subject to mala- 
riid' dileasetf . ' And above all, the influence l^at quinine seem- 
ed to etert over tte disease. - '* 

Dia. White and'Hicks treated it as pUldgosis upon tbe old 
heroic plan. - I wiH gtve%ne case of Dr. Whitens ai an exam- 
ple : She cfxlliliited an the essential symptoms c>f this disease, 
thfe-flrstdiiy of Ao attack: 

ApKl Sth.^T(iO IhiiQity gaVe ah emetic and a dose of 
calotnel.' •.-■.. ^^/ ■' ' ' ' "■»' ' 

April flth. — Pti White bled her, S xv!, and took S x, by 
cu|^; bKsteh^d her ft<mi the neck to the sacrum; gaVe^tomel^ 

' ■ ' .. <. •. • ' . •* ■ J •.-'%* i '; / '■". , 

♦ I • • « . • < . 

• Aiiothdr one of tfae Victinis it how s tetclier In tlie' 0eAf and iDaiob Asy^Ivm 
a ColambuB. 



gvil ^v aMii njtdTii, grol4^"<k]M^d0bcAi<r^^e#*(ft^^ "aod^ to 

take Bidi mflg;>3 jl^^^ lAet^dM^&bi 0ifMMr«l6w^^^ ,'•' ' > ' '« 

j» tike tmhlmion^whiQlli > rt^wtiya l>o*itti» thocffc lioi«df|ragri{^S 

Id his absenee, a friend called in at ^ o^fltetk^ abll gKW ihmm 
tiior do0Q c»f' ealonitd afid motf^li^ H^ ia# hermfaiB a<40 

isiiio4 aa «n^* mailed in allt4ata»«ate ib^ ; amfll^iNMiapolif 
Del iuiltt« ^oekjuMi^^'liaire kpj^vvi, iSi gair« tiro .dei^af 

On tlia «K>t9iii9^f tl^^ Sth^ikit ll^^9tiii|-, pai* ib^ke^ittad) 
rastiefiBima^ and iighiiig ;.,fpato9, lli). ^ Bttt d4^*1w i^muai is 
Hig^pKaaipo^'iif.sttimpo;'^'' ^ 4anU. reduQ^ iMiviMgi^oaiV^tf '1>'0 
giTe» tonkiy i* will bci iaeoflritiiDt .#id» J^ iwftner.twatifcwitj 
He has 8hDflM^a&'<Ua:^iBaiiaai ^Mf to* Ami ««i. . iBa>iia^ 
foilowed ^ActttlMrii^ ^ cinliliba iiaa sedtaad'^ U»;|pttli«ilt «i tfar 
asi'lioi dav4. , 4aoahe> piuaiMi^dS^tihilaf knk ^fMct^MiU^wliakl 
Tha-fttlMiiiaMdiDbiivinf^ Mil aillS^'dMhy Im^ daiid: 

I^imld ]Sk» Id fi^ ]>r.- W4A:^a ti^almMfci^teibificm 
to compare with the 4ibMr«. ItivUI ' ^vra^ifVDt/ thal>«tle^ diff^ 
0Bfy'itateHiQkicattt|rio£-applkatidDsi ^-i "^ --''"' '^•>^' '••^'^-^ 
^The^esnHiof Ae^be^e iroM^natit waSyliiit^^nrceAreal^ 
o< tbo wjMda'DDtfifbef: di^<. -^ - i .l;..') i 1 . \-i,i 

Dr. Hicks' treatment was not so heroic. It was.«Ul-0(a#m 
" mixed character.'* He says, " the treatment was pursued with 
a cautious and timid hand." ^^^'Hie stimulating and anodyne 
course did not avail, and blood-letting was equally unsuccess- 
fai«'^ Id rig^^us opustitiitdons^ he bled'^at^^tlus onset of llik 
disease. In more delicate constitutions, cupping, blistering, 
femsXBkfBdto tile eictrMoikiea, ise^id tfai head^k^otibpiteiDddlcs 
and adtitiiia4;^Jig> vanttepaaiMdio itijediiatia)^ peeioedi JtaK h^ 4b6 
loqrp- raliODid praetide, witb 4m^ eiiidev^'umpvofWOMtldituttia 
reralt, i«'mV^ aM Udftnf il)r.) Jiiofai'caiA provedkiateli^ii^xu 
* But'UO^MQii'Con!)^ W>«i«Dtfre IteTDlutkMi mitha tteataKHit of 
this heretofore fatal disease. • ^ ;. '. / : i v.* . < » ^ ^ *» Ji 
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Jk.,Or^. iQ$^^4iB0pJ^ i0»^ any formnof ikh 

ttriRg had A*^ fltaie; .effwA |M; llMik ^[id^l^tU«t, tki^^ A^ 

dmka, bnmdy and ammonia iDteroalljr>;i A^|^^»i^pi to tbd lilPi 

' ' . jyter mctiotf iMia b^eo eMiiUiabtdf t]t« ilto4al symptoms are 

aiai4»<liMljti9aiiey<Md te^aota&.to;iiedli(»%tlh«.2rittte»QO»Qf 

hops jAi cioKgfir. xiii|( be svbiikitMed^i (l)ay «rQ4^^t|<jKoitefiil 
t6;dii& H^BA,>lpr.'<|Ki]^ticig |iiiQ;.aii4 procBfnug de^ tBhe 
vOn^iiu^ MEiyrba sdibyed^/byi^infg^iomct^ttbratipnB^ 
fiaai«nv«» «vii*)!« bf/a pill of opitun*}. If t^io,iailt«n 
cmaiae. /will Lintel wcceod. r H^vtmaisyriDLjInKiai ara to be re- 
fitted lby.tiH» Me o£ Talerin^aaMk^iriadivdd^ > ., 
i;Skt f^&UHpaott"4»!U«heefc4iiA0r^??.M be oitpoeBsea ii^ bd 
fcRuid' to^be^qikme, Mm4fy gfcaiiaiigi/ren ui twenty.-lMi^ hotua. 
t^Xba attbMteiit ehaitetei' ollbfie diiW wiU.^^ to 
leeil^ feff(atiiiitariMMH«i):t>ati OtOr roviedT^ fiboiriflL bo gitWK in 
dividod <do0e% ev«y tbieaov> fe<v .j :.. 

Now this seems to us to be4tM <i|iot»>r|iiiijQM) pttctioflki jmd 
Ab resoit pBOTosMfe mtiotuOilgr of ti^e.-tiMtiMttk^. Ja 129 
cases in Dr. Oraig's practice^ only i 12 pMifred:<£Mlal«!3W 1 i» 



*" ■ 
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^^rt.UL^TrMam^it qf Leuehonm, By W.G. ^cs, M.D. 

Ike 4i^9CteM< of kttokmbea, lik» Jtbat ^ ehloit^ or 
aiDQMnAieaf Hm piiietttm^rsbeiikt/co^^ 
•ltictibba«n!SMaof3i|«iMior«ka;^^iw fiiUytoiqili^ 
medieil)dl.a|;eiils» After paying die ailwiioai to tibeee l^gi^ 
m€Miiiaa»l make «se*-^iD tfce.troatoaoat of voffifml looter- 
rhea — of about tbe following 
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1« tf there i»ebnstlt«t|Mil4lMW^^ 
iiflnmnwtegr' i^nnptoMe, i malotf me of tbe ibUo«rittgv niiith tl- 



T 



• - • ' V 



liiioll ^ekeixiiiiiimy tcr jaei 

• 4 , ' » .. : 1 ,• . I., • . • •• ' : ' , 

Dose.— A teasp^onfiil^ 0^1^ hM hour^ UU' tfai^ fiim hidi-. 
dates dke propec iaiimaoe the^fiMitfaietihottli tevie upon the 

After ha^iig bioiiglil doiim the ]p«ltf^A»«eqtd«to«l«ak 
daaSii, I giye -ef tie iaediiiipe a' leaspoonfiil e^pf tiiv%M», 
and so <^ofithiae it till tib $|)rmptom8 foi^ whieh'^t *v(tei given 
liate mbeided) ^hea 1 1)egiti to Ibolc after thd bOiMAe:; 1/ Vtuff 
ai«'eoO0tipaib«i, I o&xilirfoter at oooe the<ftillowing eaAiaftfllh*^ 

Ri^—iLeptndcti^ gie. XT. 
Podophyllio^ gn. ij^ 

i^otass. Bitart.) Sjad; ' ' 

M. DiY, in chart. Ko. ▼, 

p0k44 — One ^^owder, evei^ twe hottrft^ titt > frM datiiirsib is 
indtieed ; after whieh I keep o^ a daily tafy^thet^t of >ldie t)ew« 
efe^bytheme^ tnildaperiebts; ' . ' ^. .( 

To relieve pain aboat 'the pttiisi i ^yfAy to' flie 'TalVa BOme 
ilno^ne fotn'Mtatioo— *nioet geb^mlly^ Stnucnonitim leane ; or, 
in coQJnnctibo with Ihie, I use ae an Ifajeodoo, InftHdon of 
Golden Seal aad fi{ood Boot, and Morphia^ Biinftd mictari- 
fim may ho oveirsome by the free use of an lalMoiiof efnal 
partti of Dwarf Elder) Scdllcap, and 'Hair Clap ICoeb. In eiMe 
of danger of the adh«t4flg of flnrfk^ee of Ihe TaginiA waUa, 
lint ehotttd be moieteliod iik a eolation of OiyMrine; Watia^, and 
Morphia, and applied aB along the taglnal enal, Iwoor Aree 
linies a day. Oold waiev bilthing, and ' cold water injtetiona, 
eafrik>t bo too highly landed ihibb ttMCmeiiA of thiaoj: any 
ettier ^rm of letKorrheiL 

When Ike leneorrhea proeeedt from the i^«ti#, like that 
from ttie TiHSina, the treatment moet ^ret bedireoted to the 
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•ol^tttaQ of any inflttiMOMtorj^ lgw|itotttt fthot may be pte- 
8tet; «u}> aoCMiiillBh tUa^ tba liictani of Yeralaniin^ 0<)1- 
seminnm, Aeonite Boot, and Water, aaaboregii^cto^iasiipeffior 
to anything else. Tepid bathing of the genital parts, the ab- 
domen, and amall of the badk^ togeflier iiKh tife use of bland 
injections, used in fcoili^aQlSQti vtifhikAir iaefiatment, the practi- 
tioner-will find agi^ftt.s&ditn^hat'iriseamplshment of his pur- 
pose. When the itflauitii^t^^sSrtbptopiAi remain obstinate, 
and nnyielding to the treatment named, Leeches may be ap- 
plied U^ tibt wterttal s«fffilc%: ol the ^rtnx otesk >i / 

When kno^rrliM^'ia attebdfd hgr «n M^irged eondilaoQ of 
the nteiWt'i pemktet^ ia tke as«:of thb abqre aatqdilQgistie 
BjQMWiim till lihat Iiein:s aotiod iseoMretted^aid* Aie dt'cnliitfon 
CiigdMMi whm I 'nf»l induce diafihijrans. by 'imeawir oC Alco* 
hoH^Balbs) aj)|6dt.if aecasswy^ by Ode teternal eidkibition of 
the{!Q}nip6wd;Tibolnm ef Tiigidia Bdake Soift^ I f tibink a; 
great; liaiAiof lihe intl^alf nae of Ai»ica in.fhiaf qtodititm^; also, 
of warm fomentations of Stramoninm Leaves and Lobelia Herb, 
to the abdomen ; at the same time, l^piyi^g cdtnter-irritation 
to the Inmbo-sacral regioq., / ^ /| 

After all inflammatory 6yi|ipt<Hn(| iMiyebeen Snbdned, I be- 
gin to make nse of local applications,, and ^lli><'}{/i?rs« . j(f theM 
remains mnch tenderness or soreness of the womb, it is veiy 
easilur j^ttfsroome by ; the fre^aeat .use of itiijesliioM' of. ij^Nl^pn 
of OalMd^ aa^ Stcamcttiaq^ Leaves*! ! Tinciufie$'%Te: net to 
be nsed, ad their application to tbe abi^ady o^erraeoaiti ve ma- 
eons eorftises ill toe barsh and' iiaiilftil.. ^^'i ^ ' < 

'n^he«;oase the pcao^oti^ has the above geMval and loeaV 
S}(mptMairtoiibdlie4t he, spay, proeeeil ^tOitbe'domplMi^n fd the 
caret by;t]tef!'ifs0lof atftiiiigMitrisijeetiotsw ol^ ebalt^ be use 
aa.'f .*nio9i >eleiltMio}ectim f. ^ .'SeiiHuf mGommwiUA terhim, 
OaUie* l^cii^ J(nviaie^£^AlnmQnia^!N^iir94e^lSih«^!Qaide;o^ 
SUMmf, Sulphate if Iron, Qalla, iae|i(aM««i9 PKAieKrapate^ Bo^ 
iS$a4 Aliiil( ^ph9H^t ZiuCi AofiMt #f Lead^i^tei, iet0,^}9Mif 
<iMrf«Ai«e.f)f iriMMb Jhewitt$(ld:f^ be.happeiitf 

tO;U(gkti'.dpeii:.the light. eqo^fi9{:h4 ae^esfatf ondiaindBiinat^ 
gpnd>;t4U9^U'i^eiBf kite tbe'ldt,:li6^is'ap<4 Wbefi tua-isiqpi^ctalieDe 
have been disappointed, to become ake^itieal^vbf «tfafli^k)ipi€tai 
PbmAHna ^ to. ait^ loedl applf catioin, .and i% im» 'to itecRj tVfeir 
ns^ ;Heiioe tha^vciyl^rMt inlportaoee! ofifthafiyMagi^raiitii' 
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ttowr't fai0wlij|(,^wlite he ritldB be edPM «# salecjt fl^m (M^ 
f0ty l«rge mitaW of tgonto tfii^ bave beea Undediir these 
CMM, du^e^iHukAt M0 of realTolae, from IhoM that ^i^irorth^' 
toit; Md if I itiooiaed ia St8|«rtiag that knowl6dj|[if ^ anfn^** 
|le nttperi^neMl fyitotitfo^er, tiii0 md fer whieh A^ prertonf 
paper is being written, eball have been accomplished: Itt" 
tkmk oases, thoie recotfit&ended by ont JSetedtie php^ians 
ofei^, are to he fetied upon. The kiiowa stiecesB of EbledSc 
I^Hwtioe otist that of Allopath J, Thoihsoiiiatiism, Homoeoj^athj^* 
sad all ofiiMr Ugoted aiid exchtsiTo system#*--^iQ tlK^be cases---^' 
is Buffieient proof of what I say. When the fettoorrheal (fisf-^" 
diarge is of a mild charaeter,it will almost inyariablj be found 
to yield to the persistent use of the followmg injection : — To, a 
strong decoction of eqaal pa^ of Qenininm and Slack Cohosh 
Boot, add dihifs Ibhdated fWtiire of IrOii, <|. s.; or, where 
there exists great irritability of tho mucous lining of t^e cer- 
vix, and the discharge is obstinate and has a tendetey to^ma-^ 
Iig4ah(^^ i.€.^ia iUghlly corrosive, Tannic Acid, q. i., may 
hs substituted fer the Mariated Tincture of Iron. If there is 
Anuiioft or vloerotron of the os and cervix, caustics, as reeom- 
mended ^sem^ writers, will be Ibuad not to act upon the* 
diseased etract^nres as the young practitioner may hKve aiitiei* 
paled. In such conditions, I rely, almost entirely, upon injec- 
ttens of infhsion ot Golden Seal and Blood-Hoot, to which ig' 
added a weak solution of Nitrate of Silver. The abra^tona* 
er alceratietta wilt be found to yield to this appUcatidii, ad-^ 
miraUy. ** 

If the ulcerations are of a syphilitic type, of ootine there 
iKiaM then be no inappficability in the exhibl^on of caustics.' 
K in kttch uleeratkins; no benefit is derived from the use of Kltrate^ 
«f Silver, then Kitric Acid— oemosemiat straigtfi-'Hrimild be 
applied, by saturatiag in the Acid, the end pf a timall rounded 
ttick, of the siae and length required, and wiping, with a piece 
af paper, the Acid from the stidc, which is then to be thor* 
^ghly applied to the ulcers. Of course, the applicatioa of 
auy caustic to the cervix, or os uteri, should be made through 
the speculum. 

In case of syphUitie taint, in addition to these local appli- 
eatims, the j^ractitioiier should institute a course of constitu^ 



t^pqal, .i|it6PiM^ ultetatf^ tfei(kimnti .Ai;«.^<rf i)«aBat Mri! 
liffiQ^i^ alter«AivQ, the Ccjuppcioud S^ruf ^' SkiUiogift^ iMth Am 
0<HO{Hmii4 TJwtiue of. JoUpnoi uf Cir^ DtengU^Mf^lMy, 1m rfdUd; 
«po<i^ J bare, lifted Wilion'ft Conpi^iiiid &jFf«vr4)t ISfarMipBrUkU 
^th t)>i8 Ii])Qtwe of lodinoy wi^^ .». 0QHij<limM» dfeggge iM^ 

. Ijt^beu aU other jgrmptoms hare be€(ii subduedy end Ae iMb: 
Qpcrliea has Jbogoa to aaUidei nteriDo toiuo$ viajr be very pio-w 
perl J exhibited. .. To fill tlUa iodiciitioo, IVoC Kit^ bae offered, 
^e follqwijig p^l^ whicb I bare found to be aa effieatioiiB ^ae^ 
aod may be prepared Ui48rY— .; ; 



»< »i 



R.^-^ulpbate of Iras, 

, (LepM1.9driay.aa gr9« iy« ■ \ 

Alcoholic Ext 5jf B|ac^ Cohoib, «. a. 

M. et,fia(.pciiwa., ijp piUulai^iT. diyidenda. , : 

Qfie pill.iopra/Ioee, toji>er!8pei^tcd tbreeorfourtimepadajr^ \ 
., Severe leticojac^ea, aopustiiyiee . engoiidei)i ajDiptona of aj 
g%tj^ jijeuralgic, o^ r^e^qiatic obarFKsteri ;«rbieb ebo^ld lOMk 
•Iw^Ift ,bs >Wt by Qpjcbijpufli, §caWcai), JMwk Qoboeb^ ftc. 

Id , the treatuxenib of aimple mu;oiiiplicatod 49POprrh^a^ Mr*. 
Li^. ^Iv iiTamea £y]re. Dr. Ooli^ii^ Btrdv.aud otl^epre, >aie« 
apyg^estef} the ipterpal nee of Oxide, of Sii]rer« polcbi<^v^9 0^^ 
T^))f^ pi;eo3ote, Cpbeba, Ergots Mioft, MoneeiUvSJc-i Jbut ejfe. 
^eijfi^ prqyea them,. Dot. oi^ly yaJluele68.,>iff. # hiff^svm ^» 
nature, in her efforts to free the system of the disease. . . , ,^, 

ydkS reg^rd^ the bowels in uterine lencc{|:rbii^a^JJ;ie fanoy^n^a* 
a|q[re8. a^e to l^ pursued, to keep theia in a soluble, eondi^im, a% 
lecpmrnonded above, in the treatnii^nt of TSgiMl iwfiwcrbea. 
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* SELECTIONS..' .... 
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Difficult Ohtetri^ Cau^ Bj Qiboikos T. Sluott, Jr«i /M.O« 
r hysician to Bellevuo HoBpitM and {ijiog-In Asylum, Con^ 
•ultim; PbjsicUui to the Nmo^y.^joul Child's HoipiUL 



' Case ilV. — R^tpture of TTtei'UB — Patient died Ohdettv- 
ered. — Dr. Hawthoen, Honse Physician. 

This patient, named Oanet, la the eighth month of her nintb 
pfregnancy, was admitted into Bellevno nnder the following 
drcumstances : She had been nnder the cat'e of three physi- 
exans — names unknown— ^tbr nterine hemorrhage, supervoning 
xm violent exertion. Subsequently, Drs. Qriscom and Connery 
^BTB called, as her former physicians had left and did not prrf- 
pose tt> return. She was then flowing,* nearly pulseless, com- 
-plaining of burning pain in the epigastriutri, and vomiting iif- 
Hjcssantly. The homori'hage was checked by acetate of lead 
and opium, the pain somewhat soothed by a hop poultiq(5. 
•StispectiTig placenta prsevia, Dr. C. introduced an alum plug, 
and sent her to the Hospital. She entered Sept. 23, 1859, 
ifaoribund,' and unable to retain anything on the stomach or ih 



ihe rectuoi.'' No heitiorrhage. A tampon was introduced by 
Dlr. HaiHhom as apTecautionat^ measure, and Dr.' George T. 
ElHbt sent foi^. On his arrival, he removed the' tampoii arid 
found the bs dilVited to the " extent' of one and la half ftich^, 
%k1 ni{>t further aihifablef. ■ Patient; evidently not at full teriA. 
•^e cflsi^ix cclitailcied olftnsiV6 6lots atitJ shreddy liiaterial, btjt 
Hio tflaceilta could not be reached^ ' Thb abdomen waft miidji 
Wolicn, excessively tender,' and* very emphysematous beloir 
%e Tinfbillctis, especiklfy in' the tight iltac regfotf. " Tlie out- 
'ifee^ bP t!te*ntertte couM^nbt'b'e uiapped out*, nor fcotfld aii ex- 
tra-uterine foetus be detected Ihirdugh^ liic [itiojiinnl'ti&m. 



Keitfaar foBtel heart xmmt uterine souffle audible. The flow had 

« 

complete! J ceased. Under these cirenmstances, deliTeiy being 
impossible per viA natnrales, 2hr. fitliott requested that com- 
pressed sponge should be introduced within the eerrix, and 
the tampon be applied in the event of the retnm of hemor* 
fhage, and that the patient should be stimulated by enemata 
and the hot air-bath. 

Br. Hawthorn had already bandaged the legs. Dr. Elliot 
requested that a consultation should be called for 4 o'clock 
(one and a half hour later), but the patient died half an hour 
«Merwar<l, after an iblgcc^b dt tomHIng. Hie uterine hemor* 
Aftge had not 'rettimkl. the hot air-bath prodticed profiise 
perspiraficn almost itmnediiteely, and was, therefoi*e, etopp^. 

AiUopsyy eighteen hfmre after deaths — ^Weather, murky and 
warm ; oramal and dioracic cavities, not opened. Mnch fivth- 
ing at the month, AbdomeHi stained green annind the um- 
bilicus and at the sides. Tympanitic. Emphysema within ab- 
di«Dinal cavity, quite appreciable. Abdomen^ opened by cru- 
cial indsien, and was followed by « great esci^ of gas. No 
jsmphysema of abdominal walls. Peritoneum, intensely in- 
leeted. Clotted blood, removed to the extent of twenty-foor 
Ounces avoirdupois, and a laige quantity of fluid blood escaped 
without its amount being appreciated. The fotus, in its amnion, 
and with a greater part of tf le decomposed placenta attached, 
was found is the oavity of the abdomen. The fostus <»epitated 
en pressure, and the bwes of the head moved on each othnr. 
tDie well known altitude of the foetus in utero was preserved* 
'The intestines were removed, and the blood sponged out, when 
't^e rent in the nti^s was distinctly seen to extend from the 
ceata* <^ the fandvtfi along the mesian line downward, and 
latterly for five inches and a hal& No laceration of die va- 
gina— vaginal wallst cr^itated on preseure. Fingers, infrv- 
duced within the vagina,, visible tbrongh the nterise rena. 
TelviSf.norinal} mtfi 4he exception (tf the spine of the right 
isi^hium, which was s^newhat eloio^gated and twAoed up. No 
.h<mj prqjection^ sharpness, or spipula, to be fpiand, whioh ooidd 
bave influenced the case. The uterus was pat in alcobeli and 
fliicroseopic examination omitted. The specimens weie all 
duwn at Br. Elliot's clinic in the GUlige of f faysidaM and 
Bmqgicov, Qaplcnftbsr 80, 18M. 
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OBtmrn^ and previdwi partUd iepdrmtion cf PkUcmta if tM 
finger^— Sulmquent PtntanUi^ €f Ch&d--iieeotf!s 

iff Mother. — Fim ac&i$ionalctum of JPtadmtd Pirmma. 

July 24, 185&, Bt/'BSshop tent for tfie to Vim. — ' , 

frefgnant lor the tmltlK or tea A time, id whom yerftion Irad 
been peffortiteci on a former detsasloa hj Zhr« B; Hot ahduldei^ 
prasieiitation. ' * 

6he wai now, gr^fly weakened ^om IbMr of Mood ; flie IMt 
hemorrhage'having; taken place a little more than tbree weciaj 
before, and after that iaterr^ of time *lhe present hatfoom-' 
menced and condntted for a conple of days, to stieh an exttoi 
as to demanil the tampon, which Dr. B. had a^^plied. The oa 
uteri was dilated enongh to aJIoW the finger introdaoed withiii 
tile ^rvix to detect the edge of the placenta on the left side. 
The cervii Was not dilatable. Ko change hating taken place 
ia that respect daring the next twenty hours, and h^ con- 
dition imperatiroly demandiog reKef; we applied as large i 
sponge tent as could enter the cerrix, and then tamponed tlte 
iragio,^ wi^ o^tt^R a^id a T bandage, "^v^ wapi do^e in |he 
•%ht» 9Ma4 Oft t)ie! fqUowipg d^y a^ po^, iu i^pi^ <^f al\ titmt 
isopld be dme ip the interral iikJ^ way of stimulatifi^ir.iliwiii 
«]rid^|jy i^eoef^aiT to terminate the la]^) altbpugh w^ dipN- 
tipclly declined, to gn^rMtee her life during tbe ^eli^ery ^. 

With 9iie assi#taot Jfeeding bra^dy^ the t<|$k WA«f com^iieQee^^ 
13^ t^uopoi^ fmd f^ppngt^ te^tvbei^K i^^moFedf i( was foupd tba| 
ik^ 08 was not suflM^ly ^y^'^^ to ^WRAt tbe^a^d. ^ut ftnf ^ 
tBuately^ tbey pqMti<K^ l^ug.oqa oUi^u^ txy^i^^ snar 

ceeded in touching a loot with the tips ofjbe fiag^drSaWlMdl 
l|ad penetrated within the uterine cavity, and by external 
manipulution forced down the limb witb the oth^ hand so as 
to obtain a ^o6d grasp, and to enable me with much difficultjf 
U> tomplete a laboi^ious operation, the difBcaities oi^ whicn 
were prolonged to the last by the sullen, unyielding gf s^p ^ 
the fcetal head by the cervix.. Before proceeding to luftii how- 
ever, I separated the placenta as far as my 'finger wouM 
reach, but I can not tell whether much blood flowed during the 
operation or not, tl|bogh. t do b^liere that any forther l^a 
would haVe dost het her Efo: The small portion of placenta 



j^t n^h^ij^yiMSi^n l»epar<|J;^fff|;ftV0^ ergot fB4 gfti^* 
f k^i beei* te%„.and BtiiiMilantfl freejy . §ha ftpbse^ueutlj ^•i 
foteci from au %tlack of peritQnitia^ for which she ws^ trj?ftta4 
Ipr.Dr- iBi8hp5, mI ii ww P^<J*, 1860).^ perfect]^ wjelL ,, 
i?^inari;#.r-OQ reviewJiDg liiS pwe^lJiis, first ihoii^^^^ uin\7 
mimd. i9, jpptificati^p jat the reisuull^ J^ tljtf pf^^ept'gk couditioii 
lew d^geroua in the ^xtriam^ :J\j^ yfir^ of ^th^preijuaq?! 
fod t^e sipgulfir.,r)gi<iit}r of the, ceryiXf:^^!^ the appalU^^^ ^P^ 
of blood bdbre mj lurrival, raok this with the i^o^t idijO^cult 
Hpjmitf ptoc^otap^iQ^irif^. Tl^t^aponji^ jtaut intf odupe4 w^^^ 
{]^ c^^ix and ti^) QQtto^ ta^ppon, w^re pi^ohabi; tbe.ouly,iaeaf^ 
tfiat aiy^owed. d^liTery to be .efiected^ and alth^ugli | regf^ 
)^t w e. ca.9 opt tellwhe);ber \lood fipwed^after aeparation of 
l^fM^efta, itill the diffi^Itjof the TeraioQ ,will,it iabelievecl^ 
|e»di|j explain the^omxAsioo tp tkoae finntiliar with tbese^ca0% 
(can recoqam^nd the combination of one of. Mason^iiecu- 
qitelj-fit^ ^pc'^Sd tepjts with a tampqn of cotton, in these c|U9£p 
c^ angid oQwith bamorrtia^e, wbefe deliver j js . ii^pcriatiye* 
Indeed, in mj j^^ff^^f cotton . ia entirely tb«! beat inaterial 
ioratawpo^, : , ,, ^ ., . . 

•Cask XVI. *— PUoenkt Pram^. *— Dmrihg my \Hi^i)«^ I 
iiw a patient die freto plaeefita pmrfa, altiioiigh treated by 
4i8tiogirifibed men abnmd, «Bd i^ is obvious that i^eiias not 
property tneated, for a tampon of sponge waH icitrodiiced m tlte 
w^ii« wblch ^ Mt iSU It — nor indeed ought* it oter to have 
llee&'ii0ed,-^atod tira operatim of remion was several tf^ee 
l^istponed, because 1iie xm aleii wm not dUMMt-^ tintil finafly 
tke operation-, wfien attempted, wa« '{)erformed w4tbeitt diS^ 
c«lly,'as the cerrix (in the Operator's owi^'wofds) waa ^^as dik^ 
AlMe as wet paper.'* . . . i« . 

(J/ASK XVJl.—Placent^ Pr^wi^.— ]Jp ia50, 1 had the grati- 
£ofl^on of.deeing 4 C^e of placenta preevia in^a primi{^ara^ 
^en ^ix mpnths ^ne, where Dr. Simpson . separated the pla- 
l^nta eflti^y with the uterine ^o^nd, . I |»at Vy this patient for 
QjparJy tY^p hours ftfterward) and satisfied myself that no blood 
|«ci^ged^ At tt|e. en^pi this time the labof termiA^ted, natnra]j|^« 

^ Qasb XYUL—Tplac^ni^f Frpm^.^rA very, interesting , ca*^ 
ff placenta prmia qecnr^,,ip th^,9^ptQi l^e^^np^j^jf* xtela^ 
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fc p td|m , m>d4ligy twttniise^ tiie^pictilinil 0mc<M<Uiy} mjj^ fAM 

wm^p\MgU4^hvmnr, U> imhnit Id a Mc^^d ibl0lkMil|Bp, aii fti* 
first svpply was lost by th^ agitation of an assistaiit; tflfc 
kmmti aapply wii^' ttc^ffl dlrmnifj in at nytialge ptetiotkely 
«utB«d. flM^aliea«^«ia:^8iMnKtal»dbytiM^S^^ 
kiM AiMtt Bi4ro-ptni(bii^»« ^ ' ^ 

>; JriMt tnttitteir, likeiM a fepiteiid mfofle l» iiElmi«li Hm Moaa- 
aaiy . Ueod ibr 1)^ tiaMfoNM b« iikr yamg wITe^ tiMi: dyiag iH 
-fetar intklior from pcMi^fMN'm liemorttege^^aM bii^ 
Iha mMl dftieliimale HirewiU «Hb k4»r t^ ^ 



' '* 



^v €MirXIX.-^/»foe<mtoPnm^.^M.T.vaged^^384fli^ 
-ttimeji Hoid ^neiieotitioii ; pcM^n of plaeeiite wilfcia fead^ 
4iWionrhagQ. In this tm^^ 1 was ealkd ia eooiiUtatiM, anit 
tenhiaated tite kibor hy wni<mi^ tii« afflii4it* Jwbv ^^Mt, 
alter a labor of thirty lunira^ danittoa, ifaila ehittt^ «^iboM. 
M otliar did uNii > 

Ca8s XX. — placenta Pragma. — Catb. M'Nevens, sged 27, 
fcurth pregnancy, in labor nine bovrs. I was called on tl^e 
S8tb of April, 1852, % ^rne of Pr: Aylette'a pljud^pts, <» 
aqaoQOt of the hembrrhH^e and recognition of the strLnj^ 
placenta within the cervix. As the pains were good, ok dilu- 
table, and head advapclng, I i*ecominended ergot, in the con^ 
▼iction that the advancing head wonid act as a tampon. A 
living female child was delivered without an^ operation, an^ 
this mother did well. 



^^ 
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^eto JEi^permsniU reffor^ng the Origin fjf CpyyPqos^ B^ Ihr. 

' • ^^ A happy acddartk'' writes Dr. A. DMitai^>^<iaaaiioiied aoi^ 
paasing throogk Taaloiiat at a tioie wfaaa .a q«Mioa< af tte 
k^hetl $aip<&rfcaae6 was b^iag submitted ta<dxp«ii«i6lit-^I 
faaaii tlM^ <]pieBti0ti «rf dm origiayaf vaeeinia; Tbe lUlowingli 
ma abstraoi of the priaetpal IkuM i ' Some*weeiB agby M; 4im^ 
ilM^ ai^BMiUMiY obsarVad thai sareral aiares btaaghKback 
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dimid of the iffeotiiiliy inr o^Mlp • hindied iwt8i>.^r» fawii 
4^ t»r«iifi»im ten iti Tke-vwiflty^f g io aia fw iw iim pi 
litlbrtiu , . . 

X ^OMof tkm aaitiB ;«!•• tekM toTtnkivse to Ae 
iMiy^dlMMit iriMtft tke kimai Profeteor M. l^ibBBe moq m- 
eogoixed tbo tnie character of the «|iideaie* Bt iaocQlataA 
iriHi ao«ie ^> tile naitor of lhai# piiatriia (ha .teal aCia aoal, in 
4ii#pr c a o »e 'of hit aaalafeaat «iMl muoeiaaa p«fiib. 9mm ttlmh 
m9ttA Im intiftidea aaide tbdr a ff iaaraa ea <» tba «M«r if II10 
cow. One «f .iha moat idiatii^Ukad phyiieiaai of Traloatfai 
Dr. Cayrel, the ofioial Taceinator of Tooloiiae, raeciDatod, with 
fpaAterfiooi the pnatttloi of Aie oow, aeToaalv in&ibtfr who had 
jaeiror hota* "uwaiMlad* WaU-ehavaoleriaad Taoaiiie Toaioka 
»fattopaj» y a aaa ati iig tibaig paariy aapaat^ artitial dopieiaiaiivaiiA 
Jaaft-c ol oaad areofei^ kkcreaaiog i^raiae from 4ay lai da^ wiihoal 
aaj tfftaa of eaj^aliitlatoaa tnfiaaBimrtioa. 

^^ A aecoad eow was vaccioated with miattar from Ate %Mk 
epw, and infaata t^^. Taecineted i;i;ith matter firooi the seopad 
66w ; ti^e results were equity sati^tactorj as in the form^ 
'^ase. At prescDt, they have arrired at the fuiirth yktcitrntioa 
from the ifrst cow^ aad at the third from the secoiul cow. I 
Vas present at this TaednatioQ ; the vesicles were very flne. 
One was photographed' in my presetice, with a toleraMy sati#- 

» a 

&ctory resnlt. The Tesicle presented the most charaeterisfie 
jippearanco of yaccinia. When pricked, no pnralent matt^ 
escaped, hot gradiMdly a serous fluid oozed ont in i^reatr nban- 
dance, with which sereral in&nts were yaccinated. 

^^ The new nuttter is yery actiye, and snceeeded in tbe case 
of a pnpil of the yeterinary school, vaccinated in infancy, and 
in w^m all previous attempts at revaocination had failed* I 
^aw A y^lcle in an inftint prodnced by the virns of tU9 pnpi!^ 
finer and more developed than three other vesicleB prodnoed 
|gr to'Wdwwry vafidaalioil i» the aan&e isAuil (Mo d6nA>t tiie 
Mn> vaecJaatiens wwe performed aidMikaiieensly). 
'i ^' AimtAf tbiely iafimla liave been vacoiaalid at ToaloMC 
Jf^ mpltaBaot symptoms /have .maniflated ttyifiN^vea iA^asf 
eaaa ;> and in e&, ^ result hs» lieea meal aatjaftrntoty. 
* > >^Dr. Iiafie, kitmmlf vamimtst m Paria^ conajdeiefl tke rmk^ 
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des 80 good, Aat he had his son Tacciaated this morning with 
liiw fiMQ one ^ thaiiifiHita* 

M AU' oflaiai aaniiaJirioa- haft^beea aaaisd b^ the ptekfA to 
cttTjr oat these aperimeDts. A report will be drawn np and 
acHDiaaaieatad io dae tteie.V-^X^(^JM JMietrie, MayS*, 
IMA; JtfddkiM^ ife4Ji»^ .Anim^^ 
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in Itbi year 1^^ tib^ie were«!T,(ftT iadiTidaals Vaccinaloi'} 
Of thia «am|wf, aii^oi*. fiMrnarvaeaiqaliatt wsie, In M,M7i 
iKsttnel ; 7^760^ iodiatiBet ; 8,8M^ neaMiateiit. The eoaree of 
the preseofriraQaiQattiMi ^as, in 41^711, mgalar ; 8^1ft, irtf^fiH 
Isr; \%^S4!li UBitesosssfbl. Aaother Taoeinalion sacoMfded 
irMh WI^MOm )m^ catn^orjr, aaaUng aHogetJi^!* 4»^7M 
saeeesstiil TaotiaiAiiMis ; t* «^ 99 per oeoi. lu a drag^ooti ff6gi>> 
mal, t«^ iadiriilQila wh^ had femeriy eaffwed ^ ft^om trae 
Tarielat 4^Uted aof aud .aaiieiesraftoi ref^ODination/ In one 
saiei not only dld/YMeiiie paatoleB appeal at the points of tae^ 
einatHHii bat likewise ove? the entire snrisoe of the body, ae^ 
compaiued hy fearer vA diffiealty of ftwafiowing, whidi, how^ 
e^ev, ditninihed in two days. .. , ^ 

' 'Qiroaghoat tke large Piossiao army, bat tS indi-vMnais wei^ 
afieetod by any Tariobaa aftetion, tic : Ifr by varicellav 40 by 
Tark^idi and 8 by tnie variala^ 'Of these, 17 cases^ (^ var!^ 
cella and 13 varioloid) occurred in those who had not beea t^ 
TSceinMed \ S7 eaaee (B varieelhi, 17 Tariotoidf aad 1 vkiriela) 
kk ti^oae whe^vbad beea rewaseiaated withoat aaecese; aad 14 
|3 varieeUsi 1(1 vfatioloM^ and il vaarioh) in those ^who^had^ baea 
sacecfisfoUy Tacewatsd* In a poHionof thia last eategoiy, thai 
vaooiaalieQ bad been ^arfotmed from, tea te twentjN-f^e yeasi 
Hg^^ lar iia gwnt aM^oaity oC eaaea, the aAeetiea was ^fiUk 
¥»»ig9i4caat ; bat etUL ikhesQ "mn easea ia arhich itaaounwi was 
violent, so that two deaths resnlted, one from variola^ and the 
oilier ^ofn an , woessife^ eiiiptiauj^.inari«>lttM*^be(lh fsfsbns 
ha?ii{g;beep ^^ai^ceasilally i«VMQ^0i^ 

Med. Aiim^ Nav. 14^184 
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On the Ours qf the Deaf and Dvmk^hp ktivgpmg^^Sidpkmie 
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r Fwror five .ywra nkgo, Ifl^Uel'Clatety.ftipiilriiltttaidher i&fw 
ing in a Baboplr^ Fmi^ $;prliM to lb%.)fiGMer4ifkfy;ib}krItt- 
stmctioii for adsistaoce in currying ont a new mode of cnrmg 
deaf and dumb persons. This mode was by dropping from 
four to eight drops of snlphnric ether into the ear every day. 
ii^eOmmttlee mm i^ppoinMd to inqniiie, bf wlilcli V. B^hWr 
was a member. Speaking of ^hat ^e saw, this gentleman 

9gm bt£fffe ^k^ftmtimfink ibsooms: tiaolafcila And otedislftUy^ 
f(0^m m 4b«;itnprojrisnt»l d: tbsir desBlfmm begair to make <lfeesa 
a»€»«Ji>je: to^ dlreelMMi. Etbekr is .a* ]Ki»dy «ittpirical ^rmxk^. 
When is thia aseat^nsefall when it il stoitrt' '^Tbecto are qom^ 
liopa^wbidl I aim n0 aasver^ All I Inoiow k, that the oiil^ 
Qi^titiiata.i^iiill; I bare seap from its ,iis««h«a! been its faifatue 
in ^rtwi cases* It euiseaa Ktde pain ; Itis sometMoes badly 
becaei; lo^tlisseiMaet^it-iassfisieBttoeMpU^i^di^l^ 
tecTsia. AltfMiigh I do aot xim^e-mmMj^in my o¥rn pnMO- 
tiee, lectold icite ftmrinew ceases <^f eoatplete^deirfbess cored by 
the instillatioa of e^haa^^iace llw piibluiati0»of t0yrefmtL^ 

H. Fonssagrives has not, as yet, p«b]mhed^4lw rcfsnk^^ 
bJs^eiq^MUa^tfi; bat aame4>tb(^ ptaetiiiMeKa^ la rq^ to- the 
appepd of Diu.Ddboat^ have puUiahad a cerlaia viitii%eraff 
op^Si^^wbi^ fl;re, m^ 'tiie ywhaky -lie^orable to &e i^medy^^ 

, jgtitt, Y€i ptt^t in dw belirf tfaal;/et^ will not realiie ^e 
a^aggaratad #»;poetat>ons irimli hts^e boea «nterkssed' regard- 
i0g^ it a it. only orelieiw deaftisfiB' 'by '4umimng * the oeraai^ 
wfciQb ifitMStaxl^aiiembffaaa tympani, itioaii oeiy aet i)y M^ 
lisviogvariiiorUd eoadhioii bithevkMEafcaowtiy aiM'wMi^ Wi* 
lsMpiafesiyi^4l>}adge 1^^ staftislias feimtotoi as by 1>. 

!&«|aa^ auitel ill 'JL^aria^ -ia tia^^tbe aiost eomdioB eatiie t}f 

Up to jfta;18tk af JUy, M^ Ttf qaal had treated by loiter, 11« 
patiente (rich and poo#)M[feeted, #c>me wMi direiiliy^diflttif&'of 
tha asiddM ear; aM|«w ti^h lilwfoaii deatness— all dec^, be it 
well naderatood, and satiject to ringing in the ears. In all 
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tbese cases,, care has been taken to test the power of heariog 
befpre, aqd aft^r ||ie trcataieRt. T|ie reiBlt ha% U(|eti ^>i^^^ , TVp 
patiei^t^ '|iave bi^Mep. t^fj^ed wi^ ihir^ to forty drpj^i^ of ^^er 
every three, five, or seven days ; rarely every day. There &aa 
riwajfp be^ ^mujecii^tpjpain, wit^^^^^^^ cons<^^y,0 HW^Iipgl^n ;' 
fiir I'roip it,— thp d.^ali^eas and the fiugins i^ the ears jtuva 
anjgmeutea. projgressiveiy wit^ the nninber pf instillations.^ Ii;^ 
twenty ca^es, the pain and redoes^ of t^^ ^uditoi^yxanctl^^bave 
beeJQ JO violent a§ t^ !]|kyc aecessitatefi |][i^£n)ji|Qgfii|^i|t pfa^^: 
pliitfgistics. The patient^ (woolen) bav^'aiilro/^ecl^rcaitx o 
which has pontinued ^r Wjeeks, and dei^rived^ t^^em ol . fliJj^ejB^ 
althopgh the tj^eati^ent was suspended on the ye^fy d|y:.th,a^t^tl^ 
bijeiadache yt9^ ejjperienpedt ^ ,, , 

. J^ Xx;ij49et; had, t^pugbt, a# the result of bis first ^iab^tba|i 
^ber migiit^ be used without inconvenience, to dissplve centni': 
nous concretions^ bnt be if npw tbirced to cpn&ds thc^ 9»veu.|ii 
these eases^ its use may occa^^io^ a^ccidepts, 9^cbw otitis, yritb 
consldi^able swelling fi the \\}mg men»brane at* th/p^|t^U^]^ 
i^qatius. . . .. J . -. 

On the whole, the instiUatipn of etjier i^ the CfLset o^ lip.pik? 
tifiDt^ made with all possible precautiojQ^ has not produ^/ac- ' 
cordinjp toBr, Triquet^ any perpeptible ameliocation, i^)d in a 
C|p;usid(^i!able proportion, has mc^iilistly ag^a^'ated jtt^e ooiid^^ 
tiou of the patients. Xhp Mtboir xaay^ ^odonbt, be.rcppoacbe4 
with baying uneynsciously^ ip his character, ot' ^pecialis^^deepr 
W^d th^ sbado^esin the above picture ; bnt evpn cba^j;ing to 
the accoupt of individual susceptibility the accldt^nts atfrjibutp^ 
to ether, we must'stUl see here a list of 110 failure^ i^p|',)4Q 
Ii|tienta« ,. !nii8 restdt^ it mi^t bp allo.wed> it^ "o^ oQcowtgifg ; 
aad thei'e is much rea89n |p apprebeud ^fk M« ^eiwi^ vMjr 
ef preiMied the trutb in wntiAg. to M.. li^baut,. t^at )» beUet! in 
t^ efi^capjr of etbeir to euro deafpeea Wi|a.we of tbps^r 
09s dreaiQS .whjph pass away with the. uoraing ligbt. ^ 
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iH t^ t/84 ofS^utcKhrids of Iran in ik^ treatment of Pur- 
pura Bemon^iagia. By M, Pizb, ot ModtolitQiul; la Drome. 

Tht0 pap^y whfcli was read before the Pariftian Acadeioijof 
](^cf ne, is di^ideft iato two entirely distinct pi^rts ; one reli- 
ting to (he exposition of practical tacts, the other to the modus 
o|>eiiindi of the reinedjr. IS. Pize holds, tvithont mncb show 
dt reason^ ftat the drug has a sedative action upon the fieart; 
aotl this opinion led to a prolonged and fatile discussion hi the 
Parisian Academy of Medicine upon the action of medicineiB 
itt g^rat. Hie practical fiicts are! of considerable interest. 

In tibe first case, a girl, twelye years of age, presented,, for 
flix da^fi, atll the symptoms of typhoid fev^, and simultaneously 
Sliflbred fi^om epistaxis, tnrgidity and saiigninoas exudation of 
tte^gnms, expectoratiou, emesis, sangUinolent motiobs add 
urine ; ntifai^otte ecchymoses were disseminated over the sur- 
&ce 1^ the limbs. This condition \i9d persisted for a whole 
week, in spite of sulphuric acid, lemonade, extract of rhatanyf 
ergot of rye, mustaitf-potilticc®, etc* 

A three and a half ounce mixture, costaining fifteen graiw 
of liquid sesquichioride of iron, was prescribed. lu twenty- 
four hoots, the hemorrhagic tendency was checked, the urine 
alone romaitiing sanguiu(^nt The pnloe, whidk had been 
very fireqnent, rotnrbii^d to 80 puteations. On the fo^wing 
day no bfood was discharged, and'tho)Bpots of purpura turned * 
St dark huel Prom that period^ the diseiise proceeded rispietty 
towaidcnre. 

' 'The subject bf the second case wte a lad of sixteen, Wlto, s^ 
ter considerable gtowth and hard work, with insufflcient load, 
Was selifced with' ^brik symptoms, extreme ^mistration of 
strength, and, on ttelbufth dky, prbsented nutnerous sp6t» of 
purpura on the Mmbs, with stegaiaolent fttotioaa aadepbtazia ; 
the puke risi^ lib 100 pulsations. / 

A four-ounce mixture, with fifteen grains of sesquieUoriile 
arrested the hemorrhage in twenty-four hours, and reduced the 
pulse to 90 pukationg. The potimi was continued the next 
day, and all the symptoms eeaeed. The medicine was then 
disoootinued for two days. Efustaxis returned twice, but with 
less violence dian before. The pulse again rose to 100. The 



mixtore WW resumed ; OQ ih^ WBmiig 4i^ &o bomorikafli tmk 
place, $»d the pfil«e depUiied ta 83. CcmviJeiecpiQe «&• verjr 
impid under the iBflnonce of tb(9 seft^i^lovide, which.wjis coo- 
turned lor eoverftl d4ffe ; « §im1L ^anliitj of eubetaotial foo4 
tad wine W4tf8 algo preecribed* 

H* Pioe^e leat cMe refers to ad muxuurijed WKmrn, tWMl^' 
five yeais of «ge,.whO| two yeara be<bi», bed preeev^d ejmpr 
terns of chloroeie. AAer fivo or six days' v M U ij p QSJ i ti o m kites^ 
thiai hemorrhafe appeared, epistaim and aimenpe. apj9toef 
purpura oa the limbs. The poise was weakt aad re9e to ).19» 
The day after the ase of the cba^beate potion, hemorrbf(|A 
ceased, the poke retoraed to 86, aad CbU, (wo^ days later, te 
62. The disease tcpoiQal;ed as ia th^ twot pneeedipg oesee* 

M. Pjse then adverts to the aoalogoas cine^piiUJihed a«h- 
se^neotly to his own, by Bonrgoli^Kp ; a ciuse in which the 
reporter deemed it expedient to add a fourth, recently published 
in the *^ Qazette. Medieale de 8trasbui)g," by M. Leroy, de 
S^0t-Tba^ 

The following, in M. Fife's estimation, are the obvioas.iu-^ 
fereoees from tbsse lour case% all relating M> puipMM hmn^r* 

1. Sesquicblodde of iron is pre-eminently t}ie agent for .thif 
ciupe of the disease; it arrests the hemorrhagic tendency iq ^ 
space of twenty-four or forty-eight hours, and^ continued for 
a few daya, rapidly brings aljont the conTalesoenee of (he 
patient 

9. This medicine produces an immediate diminutioa jn .4he 
aapidity of the circuli^oa, decreases the quiekness of the 
pulse in twenty-fours from UO to 60 pulsatiqas, and mi^ i\m/^ 
Uxe fairly be considered as a direct sedative of the action of 

Jaw. (if Praet^ JM. and Swiferjf^ August, I8tf0. 



Mfht Cdouli remavtd from the Urethra <f « Boy JkM jf4att$ 
ML By Josh W« Hxjht, M. D*, late House Suigeoo to 
Belleyue Hospital 

6ao, B,, fst Are yearn, was brought to ma, Marsh ISth, 
IMO, arffcruig imn futantiott of urine. Almit niaa msnths 



n^l K^ first b^gan -io hitrtr' ffiAetilty in |)&88ii)g Kts wkfer, 
W1if6H WdttM MiMtim^ t^ape by <hr6^ only. ^0 would 
coinpliAlfi BtthkieB vf iMifnln the regton of 1if8 bhidtter, and'ra 
fbe ^likd of^'M9*-f)e(ii8'; Whicb svmptohis faakl t^rfeviondly passed 
away io a little time whhoat aid. Ttfe tistiat^ sy^tbmr of ^a 
diateoded Madded were presetit, and I intfodnced, wMiout*^^- 
fNMrity, a^No. 5 silver cattitet^r, and aboiiira pint of daif:-calored 
nrio^ WB6 evacfial^d, ^iRg the' patient perfl^ relief. At 
ietto o'efoiek ato the ihofning of March IMh, I Waft B^nt fe«* to 
seethe boy; and fonnd fiim again snfieribg &6ta retentitxu bf 
tuoM. A^Br'I had relteted hini on th^ 13^, he had ezpe- 
libooed no troMAA iti Yoldhig bid nr(ne lafl the afternoon of the 
13th, since MphieK' time he had passed no^e. 8nspecftiiig eai- 
c«lf) 1 inrlrodlieed the same tatheter that I k^ ' pref iunsly 
wed; Qnise a' large ^nantity of wahsr was evaeiiated. On 
removing the in'Stmment, I thought I felt it'g^te a^Tnsfa 
hard bedy^ bntwas Mable to get that sensation a second tim«. 
The penis was slightly swollen, and his bowels wei^- confined. 
A penHiee was applied to the genitals and peritrflentn/and'Ol. 
Bieitti 3 es. ^en. I sawhim agate hy the et^iti^, and ibtind 
that he had passed no water since I left him in the nfonifbg. 
Tte bladder was oohsfderibbiydistetfd^, the pettfs aMttle more 
irmAUm than in the^ morning, and' he complained of' ^in when 
HWasfcandted. - "' ' ' 

"On ^ssing myingefff flom tiie root of the* peilib, bcfte^tti 
the urethra, to the meatns, I felt a firm, hard, and tendifef "fn^ 
mdri m4I4<^ o^bpied the 1V>8Sa nairi^Iatrisl' 't Mlt^^ed^ to 
pAss a' No. 4'giliii-dastit^ eathetery tot' at less tfian bMfito indi 
£Mmi' the tneaftifts !t eneoiilitered ' an dbsh'tietWn,.MFh](6h eeiiteed 
to be hard ^and liny ietdhig. '^Bairing no tot^gltof'Wfriini^ntft 
with me, I asked the mother of the patient to give nji&%4^<>m* 
mon 'tabled tOrk/then gtaSprag the'^iils Jiiht b^hlttd^the tumor 
in the urethra, and pressing gently forward, I introduced one 
of the prongs of the fork int(» the urethra, and with a little 
oaretiil manipulation, succeeded in removing a calQulus as large 
te-^ peA; ati*4'(flldw!ng It, two* others of a similkr size. V mb 
trillion hW'^i^iartd; arid f^intfodtrced^thA mhei^ witti6ut 
further difficulty, and relieved the bladder: ^ ' '* ^^ '"' ' ''' "* * 
. ^S/be ^t^W. w;Mitetn)ng)y .aetd, mod .kiaded with/tttbAea; - The 
aitoiWiiMft c£T«4*ile iimwn iei>liuva«>facet«ilc«^dlMk adAM- 



into irregular forms by rubbing agaiust* eat^ titMn ^ ^1^^ 
wejrt»^igh%ii»]iUi»i» niMo«a9(i'n«rf«lt6 iMild^ a<^<1^^ ihae^r 
iiq4lM«9ildi bT^dbeni';^) mii«li}]^'de<uimp(ja6<t ta^ <fc»i fl ba i i or gf ^ » 

Mavok Ji&.-rl jolNdcood ii* Km <3.%te6k^«HiaflB, Mid ^toi^ dis<^ 

aUbdif a^d M wfMi aide topaae bis iBMiteritiQaiBSleili; A^^baA^^ 
stimabtiiiKi ftii4 :iifl|unifabiDg dt^t/WM^ edjgiaBdy tagiiiwt wi^ 
QairiitQ.io'lihai€qi6b)ai& Abo; the ib)kMrittf( tw,-* \ - • •>« 

.;* . .si .»-^. :.Tff«.B.7osGrfaiiu, 3i»'^' -^ - -^ • 

i LjqiiQr»P<iiaaHd, &!•»> ^ '- ' -i- *- •'■' 

Ajl»mpo«ifal t»ji0>lgiTie».onoemai2i 

Mai<oli^ le. w: I Imiud kit* ftgaiil ddfEering fs^tk i^leiiMoii' »f 
uiji}^; aihiaiid iMdy^ocmpidd tire lb6eaimiFietikii4s,'aitd outyaul 
edttaoiift to^tiie uredira eorid begarefed, thd'^illvel^^ enoMS^. 
tie»itig av ««ibBtiiK)doQ at Mtdrsanie ^cdat 4« kad on n^rpceri&fa^ 
oe^iaMom • Agaitf hailing >a« l»8t»iMi<ltttt MirMi w^ I tai(jPoc3M^ 
aioh to ttBe4lie^£»i»k; I fMAaVcfd'tlif^ tfMr« eklct^ M^^^ 
matuier dial I did- t^orey after ii«(iMhtiiO''pafld«ttl ]^ied liM' 
watfifT'wklbMl aM. ■•• ■ ^ -^' ■•f*';'- - '\ '- 

March 24. — I removed another calculns from the 0M%9k 
irilh afolisej^; ' it^aa krg«r. ^an ^tiie olhenS^ aid A waa^^lradted 
with-sotA«i4itteii%. "- '*'•' ■•••'^' ■ '*•••: < '^v*' ?-. ^^ ^ -• 

Jif ai^ dtj^I FMiiavfd ati<M)i^. *^ . > . • . * 

Mg/rckt^MvT-l^ yaM^d' lw^^c!d>6llU1 a Itttfe fiiMllef>ClifVtf tAioair 

' ApvH«l(W^Pf(lieiiljtaiMli imfy^ofNPd hk kff^nuc^ }<fia» Uaak 
uo tiiip«ble: oDda^^ faft|iBM»6d 4iia 3iait>>taoieai«iiAi ; «lii»a]Hirknr 
lqM^itat8«Ua^^aaoioi^^appear«tHiiir;ia^t)eMlii^ Od itt^ 

ttia4oah]i9 tlla^aMaili i dlaeavM ad'tuitiiti^ id^oohQld «^ 3HM»iiiia*i 
tnra wWcMierliaKl b^m Aabiiig ^ifl ithe ^pr^Mt'Waa^iileoiiktllwdtf 
I did'tivk^aob Aa patiabt ataio/tiH S^mtov^ IS6il, /MbMifaa 

>• » 



oeloy wlMk bii4 baen i^jebfead finir cUqrs prmiomh H^ahvvgw 
uaes tr. iodioi 8 ii., laftTangiliti, aadtlwkii^.liMr B«p«al«rtlJ^ 
aad v^poilt «# jhifauwt. ▲ cm6 of firtri* ^{Midm, and me 
«f axtnMNMtioD of vriae, irai^ sIiowb togith(Br,ia w to eoaUe 
]far..6^ to {HHiift4i«t the iUiaoy ef^iie tofdiaarf dodtriM dboot; 
ttu8 fofnilkMi of n fittola te^ pMrioeot BDo jmigtA thai tike i*- 
tola b^an in an abwom ismi^d «iteroal lotiii^ oii^tbm^ raratt- 
ing firom the irritaticm of a ttrictare, and that the absoese aU 
moftt always opened extenial^ beftwe it epened iato the urethra. 
If the nreUira baret behind a atiietuffe^ &afftUl j ri^id and dan- 
geroas eKtraTasation^ and net ;i»tal% vfee'-the resnit. In re- 
marking upon a case of stone, he obseryed that pain before 
mietorition indicated^ as a general nik, iotildbie bladier.; |yaia 
dariag. wetwrition, strietnre.; «id pain aftenwrd, dyieiito. 
In fBSf isifta of the elbow-ioiiitft Mr. & ^tefflif tkslt ho'itlaioet^tfi* 
variably prsserfes the Bieti^ns of the jmait aai»q^aired. He 
ittsisls'apDQ Ad^ great imporiaaea ef fcmoviBg aneni^ bone, 
aad of eadlN^variag to obtain aniea 9f the tvaasTersa oat by 
int^iateatioa. He e e aiideie IheH laetsions atene tdnri^ble; 
lbefleasa» U wmoik of j^a tssasiwee ea( by first iateatfoa ia d>* 
tainedf they, by didir cicatrization, fnmish W0 kteAraaoe la 

iKMT. i4.*^Mff* Syoie remorad, te-d«7t the head of the ka* 
moms, together with about three inches ef the shaft of the 
bone,onaccoantofanosteo-sa«ocpemspriiigiii[ct^^ An 

laeiiiQii taa ttus^ Aon .the tip o£ the esfapaad pcwssh 4own 
the arai for five or six inches, the tendons of tfia maiNdas ia* 
serted^to tiia head ef the haae ted Aa oafiaiay ligsaciant 
wave thea ant Ihmagb^ and tiia boaa tfasastoat Mmd eawia off. 
Mf^ Syine reoaarhsidv that thans warn beaiga aad alsa BMlig* 
aaM laittorsaf .lhte4eeestption«aad that efcflsro*^ 
Ufls tiiat> if the boae from #Meh iha^atow g>awih eptaag was 
lattiayrt, the dissaso neyer tBtoraad. Sa aeid he hamr ef no 
instance in which an operation similar to tiU ahaw^ had beaa 
practiced. They had been always safGaned to grow niitil am- 
patatioD was the only resort. 

A doaUa ahipatation of the thigh on one stda, and the leg 
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on the other, recently octorred' in this Uodpitel^ with the tisnal 
fatal rescilt; One limb Tm» ampntatod^ the arteries tied, and 
the stamp dressed^ and then the otheop limb proceeded with. It 
appears to me that this method is inferior to the one pnrsned 
by Dr.'Oarnochan, of New York, who first rapidly amptltates 
both Umbs, and then dresses the stamps ; however, sach k pro* 
ceeding conld^ hardly^ be dreamed of here, where a snrgeon of 
world- Wide repntation is so intolerant of the presence of a pos* 
sible rival that he chooses as his assistants, yoang i^nd inexpe^ 
rienced ho8pital*drtosers. 

Professor Simpson, after deserlbing his nterine sonndyre^ 
marked that, while inventing it, he saw a case which had been 
seen by eleven acconchcftirs, and* by them considered to be 
either a fibrous or caaceroas tumor ig &e posterior wall of the 
uterus. The sound, on being introduced, passed backward 
and downward, and e^ily effected the reposition of the retro- 
verted utems. In remarki<ig npon the sympathetic pains oc* 
casioned by disease of ih<^ os uteri, he 'directed our attention 
partieulaiiy to the severe pain often met with under the left, 
and sometimes under the right mamma, or in the left hypo- 
chondriac region, accompanied by tenderness of the spine. 
He also mentioned a case in which pain in the sole of the foot, 
produced by an irritable tumor in the urethra, Was so great as 
to almost entirely divert the attention from the urethra* Older 
authors mention that calculus vesicas sometimes occasions the 
game pain. 

Jfbv. 14. — Prof. Simpson kindly invited me to witness an 
operation for vesico- vaginal fistula^ upon a private patient 
As I assisted him, I had an excellent opportunity to observe 
all his manipulations, and beer willing t^timbny to his won- 
derful adroitness, As his indtruments aod method are, well 
known [to the preffjftssioO) it would be useless ft»r rae describe ' 
them. It may, however, be well for me to say, that v'ery large 
raw snrflEu^es were made, and the sntnres w^ns' inserted at from 
one third to otie hulf inch from each maigin. The piebe^of iee 
was now and then slipped ijlto the vfl^itiav to cheek the oosang 
of the blood. The j^tieflt Jay upoti bet^lde, with her kneea 
drawfi up; 'thie pogition appeffrlnfg to afford^ every fliQiUtgr. 
Tlie Professor gajvie tkecblorofbirmby piecing one^Uiichliess of 
a ^ambiie baiHUteraUef ^^r thto moutj^ eifedru^iatcila, and then 

8 



266 USB OV LOOFKD WIB1B, BTO. [Maj, 

dropping on the chloroform at intervalfl until aBcestfaesia waa. 
produced. From this case, I weixt with the Professor to a case 
of laceration of the perinet^, which had occnrred early in the 
morniog of the same day. The lady had once beibre suffered 
from the same complication of labor,' and so perfectly had 
union been effected by Prof. 8. that this new r^t did npt fol- 
low the track of the old. The entire septum between the va- 
gina and rectum was torn through, and the rent extended up- 
ward near two . and a half inch^. A little chloroform was 
given, the patient drawn to the edge of the bed, and the edges 
of the rent accurately drawn together by interrupted sutures of 
iron wire made to embrace much tissue. The upper sutures 
were iutrodueed from the vaginal surfisKse. 

I was told some time ago, of a case whi6h occurred here, in 
which the subcutaneous injection of two thirds of a grain of 
bimeconate of morphia produced alarming results. The pa- 
tient was of high rank. The respiration sank to one in forty 
seconds ; but fortunately, after some hburs, this^alarming state 
passed off. Am. Med* Timiasi 






On ih4 UBBcf Looped Wire in the removal cf Foreign Bodies 
froAi the Air-Paeeages^ with a Jteport of Two Cdaes. By 
J. J. ToHSOK, M.D., of Davenport, Iowa. 

Some time in the month of May last, a liid about eight years 
old, whose parents reside in this city, accidcJntally inhaled into 
the trachea a piece of clay pipe-stem, about one and a half 
inches long, and of large size. Mr. Maxwell saw the patient, 
and used the probang, hoping thereby to dislodge the foreign 
body and enable the boy to cough it up. • Aftttf using Ihe pro- 
bang, wi^ som^ other means, thoi)oy was relieved, and it was 
hoped that ho had coughed the pipe-stem up, atid perhaps swal- 
lowed it into the stomach. He was quite relieved for some six 
days, runiiing and playing' ftsusual. - V 

^ On the'sii^h^ dity after inhaliog ttie p^>e-stom, one of 'his 
playmatiBd 'tiire\^'ift^tone^, which accidentlilly struck him tipon 
tke back; Fnum tUs timo he became tK^&tf^'W&tm^ with aU 
tke> symptoms^ofta'iMrefgn l^y wiAi^ the^ ait^JMiagea, ' A 
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eouacil of physicians was eaUed^ who agreed that Uierewas a 
forelga body in the traobea^i^ad that a& operation waa the, only 
probable means of relief to the boy. The operation was per* 
formed by Dn Adler, assisted by Drs. Baker, Maxwell, Fonn. 
tai% and myself. ASkr the operaticHiy a vwrietyot*^ instruments 
and meSrUS were used, which were not snccessfal in removing 
the foreign body. In the afternoon of the same day, and the 
morning following, Drsw Adler and Maxwell made other at- 
tempts, with no better success. 

On the afternoon, of die second day — «bout thirty •six hours 
from the time of the operation, and more than one week &om 
the time of the inhalation of the pipe-stem— I was r^uested 
by Dr^ Adler to visit the patient^ with himself and Dr. Max- 
well. The patient was rapidly flailing, and we felt that ho 
would certainly succumb, unless the foreign body was soon 
removed. After trying the forceps, hooks, etc., I suggested 
the use of looped wire. A piece of small wire, about two feet 
long, was obtained, and looped in the middle, of sufficient size 
to embrace the end of the-'pipe-Stem (on the same principle as 
removing corks from a bottle with a string). The patient's 
head being well thrown back, I proceeded to introduce the 
looped wire. On passing it down to the right bronchus, it 
came iiw^ontact with the tbreigu body. At this point, I raised 
the end which I held in my hand, and pressed; the end next the 
foreign body back tow^d the spine, so as to pass my wire be- 
hind the pipe*stem. The pipe-stem was firmly impacted in the 
bron^hns, so that it required i^ome force to p^sh the wire be- 
tween it and the walls of the bronchial tube, The wire was 
passed some two inches or more below the point of obstruc- 
tion, and then, on gently withdrawing it, the loop came in con- 
tact with the lower end. of the pip^-stem, which was thus easily 
removed. The orifice of the trache^ was closed, and the boy 
made a rapid recovery. 

Oi^ the tweoty^fifth of last month, my piu^ner. Dr. Maxwell, 
and cm^^, were sent for by Dr. Carpenter, of Blue- Grass, 
to assist him in removing a grain of .. corn from the trachea 
of a child ifiboutr one year old. The operation was per- 
formed by Dr. Maxwell ; after which, I passed the loofxof wiro 
as in the otiier oase^ Itwab ipassod down the right broadms, 
atMJk.pastefil qpit» eaailj^^the. .point of obstmetie^; and m its 
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removal^ it brought the kernel ef com into the traiphea, which 
soon ftfter made its appearance ak the ofificey an4 was easity 
remoTad. 

I wish to call the attention of the {Mrofeeaion to thie simple, 
cheap, and harmlesB instrnment, from the fact that I believe 
]|t will ancceed in some cases where nothing else will. It caa 
be used with perfect fi^edom by any one who is acquainted 
with the anatomy of the lungs, in searching far into^fae air- 
passages for small bodies, with little or no risk of producing 
serious irritation. There are other cogent reasons tor its trial, 
which will suggest themselves to the mind of eveiy medical 
man. I submit its trial, with the cases above reported, to the 
profession, hewing that it may be found of some service in such 
painful and unfortunate cases. 



V 7?zxxxiz>. 



CLINICAL EEPORTS. 

Jfewton^s Clinical iMtitute. — Winief* Session of 1860-'61. — 

Services of Prof. B. S. Nkwton. 

FOLLICULAR LARYNGITIS AND BBONOHITIB. 

Gbxtlsmxii' : — Michael MoOomas, the patient before you, 
has been ill, as he says, about ^ghteen months. He previously 
enjoyed good health. His general appearance, as you see, 
gentleihen, is that of a < person afflicted with disease <^ the 
respiratory organs. He states, that none <^ his &mily, as he 
can. remember, ever sufifercd from disease of the lungs, and 
that tione erver died of consumption. He also states, that tiia 
first time he perceived anythii^ the mattn with him, was two 
years ago. He has had a cough ever since that time* He ez^ 
pectorated at first but very Bttle; but much mor^ now. fie 
has had do pain in the eb^ and hesajirs his bowels SM regu*^ 
in their pperatiot). He statep that he^iised to hav» oi^^ 
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BWieats aboiit a year, tmtii within the last four or five months ; 
but has noiie now. His congk abated dome little a few months 
ago> but since liken it baa become worse, and is mc»re severe in 
the morning when he rises from bed, and he expectorates then 
more than at other times of the day. He never cpm get ont of 
bed ^ithdnt expeetorating generally as much as a tablespoon- 
M. He sdys he dbes not spit mnch blood, only when he catches 
cold. He has taken a great tteal of patent medicine, and has 
been tinder no treatment but, as he expresses it, his oym treat- 
ment. ' 

Toil will abo perceive the eruption on hischest, which, he 
states, has been there 'some three or four months. You will 
also notit^r his emadatioii. 

I will now examine hini. 

There is no perceptible difference in the lungs ; nor is there 
hepatization ; the lungs seem to inspire freely ^ There are no 
abscesses in his lungs, and the sounds appear to me natural. 
There is, however, this condition, viz : a weak, feeble, and pros- 
trated condition c^' the whole lung* You find that pressure 
induces oough. 

Kow, I will notice here, that in all of the cases of disease 
of the lungs, tubercles are developed in the upper portif>n of 
the lungs, and ulceration takes place at this point first. There 
may be hepatization or ulceration at the upper part of the 
lungs* This pain, when I press, shows a tendency to inflam- 
mation, and this inflammatory condition is bad in these eases, 
for it evidently keeps, up the irritation or morbid sensibility of 
the whole mucous membrane of the lung. 

In making exiannnations of the chest, some practitioners 
prefer the stethoscope, and some, the naked ear. As far as I 
Imve practiced, Z prefer the method of examination which I 
have first presented to you— the ear alone. 

Now the question will arise, in cases of diseased lungs, why 
wo have emaciation ? for we have emaciation in this case ; his 
weight used to be from 162 to 180 pounds, and now, he says, 
it is only from 125 to 185. There is a lesion of the nutrition 
of the lung, for there is no proper oxygenation going on 
in the system at all. Thus we have a feeble condition of tho 
blood. Th^ blood iscbanged, and the result is emaciation, 

TSwr then, as I remarke(! before, it is not possible that ab- 
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Bcess, or softening of the lungs, can take place^ without our be^ 
iug able to detect it If you have abeceSB, the sounds are un- 
natural ; but tbey are not so in this case. Where abacesses 
or tubercles are formed, and there etiste a statd of ulceration, 
this expectoration wiU continue the whole twenty-four hours ; 
which is the result of the irritation kept up in the lungs. Now, 
what is it that ptoduces the irritation in all cases! The (fis- 
ease of the lung is produced by active inflasnmatioil producing 
lesion of Btructui*e at the time, and this produces lesion of nu- 
trition, where the blood does not circulate througli the lunfgs 
as it ought. Where obstruction takes place from any cause, it 
must result from one or the other of these [certaiii conditions, 
and you must have hepatization. You may have softening, or 
abscess forming, not preceded by tubert^les ; or you may have 
tubercles formed, tod, by their irntaticto, producing infiamiha- 
matory action, and induce pneumonia or pleuro-^neumonia. 
The majority of these cases, if not arrested in proper time, will 
result in hepatization of the hmg in one or both, or part of the 
lung, as may be, as the result of inflammation, or a high grade 
of action ; and the cough, under the circumstances, will be 
produced. A sympathetic action is produced between the tis- 
sues of the lungs, during the atage of inflammation, and the 
mucous membrane ; and we th^m have what is called fcllicu- 
lar inflammation, and ulceration is formed in or on Xkt mu- 
cous membrane. This becomes a fiourcer of local irritation, 
and is what produces laryngitis, and the result of what we 
call follicular nictations of the larytiit; this iaflammatory ae- 
tion passing down in the bronchial tubes, causes them to be- 
come irritated ; and we have, then, bronchitis ; beginning at 
the larynl, producing laryngitis ; passing down to the ln*on- 
dhial tubes, producing bronchitis; and which festilts are, co- 
pious expectoration, which we have noticed in this case. Fol- 
licular ulceration may be confined to the. larynx; th^i titere is 
a constant disposition to dear the throat, and we have this 
character of cough. In laryngitis, there id a great deal of red- 
ness and irritntion of the parts ; there i& soreness upon pres- 
sure upon the cervical verteforse ; and thcape is great sorend^s 
of the throat. 

We stated to you, that' in almost- all cases whor^ tuberotofl 
are formii^ in tiie substance of the luoga, tins £e4Ueukur In- 
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flammationis taking place upon the macous membrane ; hepce 
it is r^e in tabercolous formatipQi to find it UQCopnect^d with 
^i^yi^itis aad bronchitis* Jop uu^yl^ave laryngitis. anid bron- 
chitis precediog^he disease of the luogSi the foUicfdaciDflam- 
zoatioD desceading until die lungs become diseased ; but I 
think this is no exception to the ^eitercd rule.. Hence wu re- 
marked to yoU) that nine-tenths of the Qase^ )0f cpusumption 
)uiv.e been produced by, and ^lay be traced to, a lesion of nu- 
trition. Just in proportion as this tuberculous fprmat^n in 
the substance of. the lungs takes place, ja9t.8o th^ lesion of nu- 
trition and the decreased circulation of the part ; and where 
there is a ccorresponding action between the lungs and muqous 
naembrane, just as they apt iq.. harmony in disease, just so 
the patient m^^jb ^ose his strength* Just as you prevent 
oxygenation of the blood) bo the systea>.must giv^ way; 
the tissues become feeble for want of sufficient amount of cir- 
eulatoiy and iiervous action .fo the part. There is nothing to 
prevent the sensibility and vitality of the part from becoming 
weak and £^ehle.. . ' 

, There is in this case, fqUioular ulceration of the larynx, fol- 
licular ulceration of t^e bronchisd ; and he has tubercles in the 
lungs in an indurated condition. Inhere are no abscesses here. 
Hence in theses cascs^ the system may be increased. We may 
increase the quantity and quality of the blood. If that can be 
dojio, there is yet chance for his recovery; if that can be done, 
.we can prevent softening of the tubercles taking place, and 
prevent. absoesseB forming In the lungSr Under, the present 
circumstances, I recommend that course of treatment to be 
adopted. For the reason )We have given, I thi^k it necessary 
to ptrengthen hiou. 

Now I would^refer to one other point ^n regard to the medi- 
cation in this case, and in similar, a^^o?* Take the cases of dis- 
ease of the lnog» or this case under cpnsiideration, and regard 
the disease to be the result of inflammatory acti(xi. Suppose? 
for illustration, we diet this man; put him upon low diet, 
thread and vegetables ; keep him fro^ eating meats and grease, 
all those principal kinder, of nowishment which produce an in- 
isreased amount of viJiaUty to the fiiy^t^pi. Supposing it to be 
JAflammation^ wei put him upon a course of depletion — not of 
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bleeding, nor active ptirgatioii*-4)iit give faim, foi^ inetance, 
Tartar £meti6 in boiaII dodes^ keeping him on the remedy 
Tintil it produces its specific action. What^^^onld be the ef- 
fect — ^wbat diflference wonld there be, from bkeding and purga- 
tion ? No difference whatev^, gentlemen. 1%e result would 
be the same — the difference only in tinae, so far as the roeult is 
concerned. Hence we give nothing under these circumstances, 
to increase the quantity of the blood, or the quality of it 
Then, I say, do not give tartar emetic utider any circumstances, 
or destroy the powers of the system by sudi medication. 

I can not recomm^id that course of diet either, for the rea- 
son that it will make a well man sick, and redttee a man in 
good health, even when the ftiActions of the different organs are 
being performed healthily. If, I say, unde^^ these tireumstances, 
it will break down the strength, what must it do in a diseased 
condition ? ' That is the reason why I should not recommend a 
depletory course of treatment. Bemember, I have no reference 
to bleeding and purging. s^ 

Here is a case where we often find connter-indtation and Mis- 
tering employed, or Tartar Emetic used for pi'oducing counter- 
irritation. Jb that good practice here t There are conditions 
where counter-irritation must be produced, and where it is 
good practice — cases whore you derive benefit from their aetaon 
from revulsion. But in this case, l\u4ar Emetic, or anything 
of that kind, would produce greiat* irritation of the system^ 
and invite a great amount of inflammatory action to the part, 
and cause a high grade oi action, resulting in great irrltatiim 
of the nervous system. 

I would, then, give this patient nutritious diet, easy of diges- 
tion, as much as the stomach would bear. I would give him 
stimulants — ^Bourbon Whis^ ; and I would give him, in con- 
nection with that, Glycerine. It is thought by sc^e, that Odd- 
Liver Oil possesses a greater amount of nourishment than any 
other; but I think, however, that Gtlyoerine is moi^ admissi- 
ble, and much less disagreeable, and assimilatos^ much more 
readily, than Ood-Liver Oil. Give him nutriticftis diet — meat, 
game, etc. He n^ds no catWtics, no idteratives, in the sense 
in which we speak of tbeiti. Give him that which would be 
most easy of digestico, and yel contain the most nutrition. 
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And I would recommend the following prescription for him : — 



>• «-*■ 



ft. — ^Bourbon Whisky, 3 iv. 
Glycerine, 3 ir. 

Ess. Tinct. Bychwl^a QiKIB>densis, 3 j. 
Ferri Ferrocyanuretum, grs. xx. 

The Iron, of course, in this preseriptioc, will be held in sus- 
pension. . . , . ' 

In a case like this, there is more or less feebleness of the sys- 
tem, fend Irdn is tjot to be given, btit in very small doses. ' 

Of the above, you may give him a tablespoonful, fotir times 
a 4ay ; and' I t^all order him to be sponged once a day with * 
Alcohid ova* hk whole body. 

. In 'i«egard to his di^t, let him have whatever he desires to 
eat, bift let it be of a nutritious character, such as roadt beef, 
beefsteak, veal, mutton, poultry; and he may use an ordinary 
amount ^f vegetables.' 

What we expert to obtain ty this course of treatment is, in- 
crease of vital actioii of the system, and improvement in the blood 
in regard to quantity and quality. W this cAn be done, the 
Boftening of t9ie tubercles will be i^tarded. If it is not accoin- 
plished, they must take the usual ftoui'se of softening, which 
will Tesnlt' in abscess df the lungs. 

One remark further, in regard to this case. We are asked 
the question about the diatices of a cure in this case.* I think 
ihey aiiei about equal. I think the chances are of that tharac- 
ter to warrant the treatment. There is no doubt in my mind, 
that tubercles have existed in an indurated condition, and may 
pass into a stat^ of softening. Thetie is a certain class of 
persons who say, you can never be successful in this disease ; 
but you have no right to^ believe it. I do not care what ^kibi 
of disease it is, it will yield' to some certain course of treat- 
ment; and'I have no doubt that many cases of diseases of the 
lungs are dured eVery year, and it is your dbty to tt^ and do 
so. I shall call your attention, during the winter, to the dis- 
ease, and ishall show you the tifeatment ; for we ca^ not expect 
you to do it by following 6ut the old ' method of treatment, 
which is of no avail. -m ; . 
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EDITORIAL. 



OUR CAUSE. 

Twenty yean' espeorioDce in the niedioal profession has 
giTen ns ample opportanity of obserying men and measm'es, 
pertaintDg to and connected with the proli^ien* The pre- 
sent honorable and popular position npw held by the Edee- 
ticBy is the vesnlt of many years' hard and oonstapt toil, on the 
part o^ its pioneers, with the expenditure of large amounts of 
money. Prof. T. Y, Morrow sacrificed not only his entire 
time and money, but even his life, in the founding and estab- 
lishing, the In|»titute, and the Eelectie system o? medi^^ne. 
Pro£ L. E. Jones has been laboring constanily to the same end, 
and he has, like others, inres^ted thousanda of dollars, to 
make the cause a perfect success . Many others who hare been, 
and still are, connected with this cause and the Institute, are 
no less zealous and faithful in th^ good work of medical re- 
form. At the same timet, thousands of the Eclectic practi- 
tioners throughout the United States, are doing oTerything in 
^their power^ not only to maintain the present position, but to 
advance the cause of Eclecttossm in their respedire localities, 
and thereby benefiting the cause at large. While this course 
lias been adopted by those heretofbee connected with the Edec- 
tic Medical Institute, as well as hy tliose who now contribute 
to its usefulness; while they hare invested thousands, of dol- 
lars in the enterprise, and that,, too, without ever ezpectiiig to 
receive any proi^t from the investment, it has been the misfor- 
tune of a tew persons^ professing to be Eclectics, to take ex- 
ceptions to am that has ,been done, on the gfoond thafi those 
connected with the Institute wish to set themselves np as lead- 
ers. We iirill venture the opinion^ that this spirit never has 
actuated a single member to accept the re^ppnsihle position — 
for a man who has money to invest, and wishes to make him 
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a profit, woald nerer think of invfBtitig it in 0, medical school. 
We are oertaia thait no such obj^el is an iae^iitive to action 
with tho8# who ha^e been, or are now, coan^et^ with the 
Eclectic Medicailonstitate. . 

To old turoakers, in or out of the Eeleetie profesmon, we aay, 
croak on — it is your {HriTilege ; and if that hii8ine&§ will aJBford 
yoQ much |>leaBnre and profit, we do not wi«h you to be mo- 
lested. 

The attacks made upon the Eclectic Medical Xaetitnte, (»r its 
Facnltyy by gelf-inflated and eelf-constitnted Sclelsties^ ^will 
amount to nothing ; for this has been tried before, and proved 
neither profitable nor honorable» 

Our cause is jh>w in a prosperous, condition, and if it ehottid 
be our lot to be spfured for twenty years mo^rwe expect it 
will be epent in the oaaae of medieid xetbrm. 



■•^ 



PABALYaS BEfiULTMG FROM DIPHTHEBIA. 



^ . 



Dr. A. Y. Conkloi writes to us in regard to a case of par- 
alysis resulting fisem di|>htheria. He thtis describes it:--r^^A 
young man^ aged twenty, was ajtiacked by die disease, Dec. 
26. An old-school physi^^an was ^called, who cauterised his 
mouth and throat, once or twice a day, for nine d&ys ; then, 
every two or three djcfs, for three weeks ; t^en left him. Was 
called to see him, Feb. 10 ;• fotind him v^ weak, not able to 
walk without staggering j pnla»,' IdO'; voice, so affected he 
could hardly be undetafcood; but little appetite, and great dif- 
ficulty in swallowing either f^oA 'Or*^ak,' as it would return 
through his nose, or else irritate the glottis and set him cough- 
ing. The' urine was-fioanty and high eolored ; bowels, consti- 
pated^ and conetint pain in his h^ad. I ecamtned the tfiroat, 
and found considerable ixdtatibn of' the 'lances ; part of the 
soft palate was gone, and there was^cat loes of action of' tlie 
muscles coneeened in d^^iitition. He had a hard cough -and 
oonaideral^exptfcteffatiofi^.so muohso.tbit hiaSciends thought 
him faiti; going with eDusuoiption. 

^^ Under treatment — ^bitter tonics, iron, i^mulants, eto.9T--he 
has recovered his general health, looks well, and has a good 
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appetite and digeotion ; but there is wastiftg of Hie nmsclea of 
Ilia arms and lega, (and hh hipi gi^e way #lieMTer ho attempts 
to get OQ hii feet, thaag% he can mare tiiesii, aiid has natliral 
sensation. I am tising Comp.Tinct. 8iiy^iiili, ioitfcrease in- 
aervadon, and the Imtatiag Plaster. What eke shaiL 1 do 1 ^' 

Similar eases have occorved in many seetions of the coun- 
try, I have notieed in some eases, in^ my ^iradt|ce, a strong 
tendency to sabacnte spinal meningitis, which I promptly 
treated by adiTe eonnter-irritation to the spine. Otb^*s have 
noticed the same tendency, and oecasionally it has resulted in 
partial or comjiiete paraplegial Again : it has been Ibnnd, 
that when the disease had continued lor a long time, there was 
left a remaikable exhan^OB of the nervous ceatws, giving rise 
to the symptoms in the above easo. 

In those eases — the resolt of meningitis-^-eooaterHiiTitation, 
widi the Irritating Plaster, should be continuously employed ; 
the Salts of Potassa, with vegetaUe alteratives, to keep up free 
secretion, and promote the absorption of the effusion ; stimu^ 
lant faiths to the paralyited part^ to ]|^ron:iote tfi^ee circulation ; 
and, with returning motion and secretion, the preparations of 
Nhx Vomica, to slniiiilate the oervoaa system. 

In the case of Dr* Oobklin, I ahoi4d snsipect eachanstion of 
the nervona syeSem^ and would prescribe the Hypophospbites, 
Salphar, Qoinine^ and Ammonia, say^— 

Ri'^fi^ypophosphife of lilM, 3. ij« 
Hype^pbosphite of Ammonia^ 3 j. 
Sulphur 8itb«^ 3 j. 
Quinia-Sulphas^ 3sb^ 
Synq^ Simplex^ 3 v. .^ 

H. The dose would be a teaspooofiil, Ibnr times %r day« 

The ^dnretieaa idumld be Uptfree; appettte^aiK^ di^eation 
good^ by the ftiyther use of toaiea and Iron,^ if neoessary. Es- 
pecial attention riiOuki be paid to. keeping up free circulation 
iii(4be parts Infected, by the use<^ a bath of Tinet* Capsicum 
and Water, with brisk frtctim. Timie is aa iosportast curative 
agent in such cases, and much patiauce is requirod ou Hbe part 
of physiciautaiid patient. . -- ' ' si 
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DIABETES. 

Dr. Oooper writes: ^*I hare « ease of diabetea, of mcnre than 
a yearns staodiDg, that .has rtBisted drag and watear-eure treat- 
meat I propoBe to treat him with Seovill's Alterative Syrttp, 
Irritati&g Plaster ta the Bpine,' Vapor Bati^ Opium as an 
astringent, with attention to the bowels, meat diet, etc. Can 
yon gire me aoy suggestions f " 

The Doctor does not mention whether it is a <;ase of diabetes 
mellitns, or insinidad. I will suppose it to be the former; and, 
not entering into the pathology of the disease, Will give the 
treatment adopted by n^e.. 

There is no doubt but the disease depends upon mal-assimi- 
lation of the food, and deranged secretion., We find, in all 
cases, that digestion ia imperfectly performed, and want of ac- 
tion of the skin and bowels* ^ Hie bitter tonics and iron are in- 
dicated in all cases, to implore digestion, and the quantity 
and fvaUty <yf the Uood« Th^y &il of aacomplishiDg t^ pur- 
pose, in many oaseas^-^l. From an atonic condition of the 
glandul» of A[e stonsaahy the macons aecretion being in excess. 
The symptoms are^ a loaded tcmgaa itt the morning, with bad 
taste in the mouthy * appetite YariaUe; a aease itf weight and 
fullness in epigastric region, especially for some time after 
eating; nmch gaseous "dietensioli in-maiiy Mbms; ^md, fre- 
quently, fetid breath. In this 'ease, we- precede the tonics with 
a thorough ^emetio, repeiding it dttring the progress of the 
treatment, whenever these aymptoisia seappear. 2. From 
atony 0( the muscular cMft of the stomach and bowsh, when I 
employ the preparati^lis.4>f l^ti9L>Tdmiiia.^. S. From chronic 
inflammation or krilalioii of tbe stemaeh, id which I employ 
tiie IrritiEiting Plaster ioM^igastridm,' with internid remedies 
adapted to the condition of th*6 «tomaek> 4. Frem tolpor of 
tke- liver, witfecMMquest ^mgestrcBKif Ai atoaiadi and entire 
iatefctiaal tnMv which ii remo>«d .heat by idfosioii of Iieptan- 
dm Virgioida^ Dioaeoioa Viliosaf wiA^aooietlmeSy.ia&aioB of 
Podophyllum Peltatum. These remediaa are' fl>e best we can 
resort to,loio«te0eeia«UitaiM>natipatNnirf;th0low«iB. 6. Fb>m 
defielbot imeivatlotM. ^i0. Front ^e&otiTO ot ^ ms frn tt A ie^re- 
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tioD. ^Hiese iKiBt will I^ave to be consid^ed as separate ele- 
ments of the disiease; 

D^ficknt innefvMiim is undottbtedly one of the most &e« 
qnent eatisee of sadcfaarine diabetes, as we find the evidence 
of itindmoBte^ryease. The mitrition of the entire Berrous 
system appears to be impaired. So far as the cerebro-spinal 
system is conc^eroed, we have positive testimony iq the gen> 
eral symptonii;' wbikt the derangement of the digestive 
and blood^^maUng organs impKeate the sympathetic sys- 
tem. As stated in a preceding article, I treat thid condition 
by the administration tX the Hypophosphites, Sulphm*, and 
Quinine. ' IRiat such remedies are advantageonsly employed^ 
is proven t<f some extent by writers oh knedicine, though they 
have not been ediployed for the reason named above. Dr. Odp- 
land saye J — ^* The Pho^phdrie Add hath alone, and in com- 
Imiation with^ or neutralized' by, other substances,^ bas^ been 
recommended by Nicolas, Guedeville, Latham, Sharkey, and 
Yenalles. Dr. Sharkeyi speaks favorably of UtixB Pho^hate- 
of Soda. It has the advantage of preserving a free state of 
the bowels, whilst it tends, in a verytnarked manner, to dimin- 
ish the flow of urine." *' Su^hur and the Alkaline Sulphu- 
rets have received a d^ervedly favbrtible nofice from Huten- 
reith, Kedfeam^ Bang, Bollo, and Michselis. The Ilepatized 
Amonia was particularly noticed by Dr. Rdllo, with the view 
of frimishing td thii system, along with a liberdl animsA diet, 
the elements which seemed to be wasting to the chyle, and to 
the urinarf ^eeretton; ' The fi«6 use of Sulphur; so as to"pro- 
duce an aperient eff^t, is <^eu beneficial. I'haVe seen much 
advanti^e cterived fromit And the free use dTthe'Sulphurets 
are often servieeabte ^ the genera! plan of treatment. 'Dr; 
Ohirietie m^titiotm f hem ^tb appr6batix)n, in higl intereisting de-i 
tails of cases treated by him in Ceylon. Almost all authorf^* 
agree 4ft Teooknm^dding the Cinehof^a aftd . its Siihs. ' 

The eg^n^^aiane fromflie'skin i^iid b6wel6< kre either dimtin- 
ished in qiawtltrf, dr pei^erted.- Thus we fiftd the skfc harsh- 
and dty, in « majority iof 6aMB ; in others^ relaxed and ft4bby, 
with defiefetst t^apilkiiy cireiulation. *In 4lie first place, we em- 
ploy the Alkalitiebath,^ the NitrorMurfafl^^iiicid bath, th6 SuU 
phMir \mJ&^w a baib of diltit^ Ylneg^r^^wtth^ftietidni'^Iii the 
second, a bath of an infusion or decoction of the bitter louici 
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and astriogents, a» the CiBclum% or Hydrastia Hod QltercaB, 
with the addition of a stimulant, if neceBsary, which^ in mj 
practiee, ie Tinot* qt GapBlcam. The agents best adaif^ed to 
prompte nonoal action <^ the intestinal eanal, have been ^aoied 
already, — ^infusion of Leptandra, Podophyllam^ with the addi- 
tion of Snlpbur, ojr the kzative Snlphnsets, and the Phosphate 
of Soda. 

As a local application to the loins, notMog wiU prove mOfe 
seryiceable than a flannel bandage, wrung oat of strong Oider- 
Yinegar, changed three times per day. 

The most efficient remedy, directed to the kidneys, so far as 
my experience extends, is the /SsntofuW, in doseS' of two or 
three giaio§, every four honrs* It should be thoroughly tritu- 
rated with loaf stigar, or sugar of milk. I m«f a^dd, that the 
employment of hraten sugar in large ^qmmtiti^' — say, one or 
two ounces, four times perday— ^has b^en higlily recommended 
to me. The treatm^t^by the internal administratis of Oan- 
tharides, is probably known to the inquizer* 
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It has bsea.reiiwrkc^d by one of onr most er^dtte-. writers on 
xxie^ciEie^ t^l? ^^ the vast importance of the doctrine (^ stiltislacs, 
and its power of elueidating, simplifying, and deciding many 
and variqps inquiries in surgical and tnedlcid sfliewe^'is now 
becc^ing daily mpre and more ac)|aowle4ged by.the members 
of the pro^8§ipqt''s Wefee^i at the joesenl tLpe« like n^iog 
si^^^ a(^9wledgement,rha7ifig hefyte ipp « masS/of statistios, 
pubMfi^tied in an Edeetie journal, which ryiaUy atiike U9 with 

One prac^f^er^ gi^i^s^ as tibe'refiidi^af 18 years' ^pfff^^ee, 
60^031 patjents, ,<>^ to^thaKsli^f Ipt f|(t^iml,t'eaW^ bona fide ^a- 
tii»t^, Ifhh ft muiftality of bet 81i^> , The defter hfA ^undQubt- 
odly iL#d a \fwj }i^ for if wejaUow bpt 6 visits Ae ^aeh patient, 
h^^woidd hnvp Aver^g^^. {witbiii ^ iliMtiott of :40. vMtf per day ; 

Inq^f Aeh palifidit^ jit/9ir^ri|d We^amtttnted ft(» tti^ip^«iimrOf 
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not fiolTe W7 of the ^' m4i|y mid<¥ari«^ ioi^aicieB Jn .furgic^l 
and bM^ic^ ^d&oee ^" but tii^e 'ai^ aome golyed,.. whieli, w<^ 
w1I]k notice. Of ca860 of hysteria^ he h^d 317^ with a mor- 
tality of 23. Now we hare neyw;- be^n bo fortunate as to see 
a patient die with this disease^ but we hare a mortality estab- 
lished of 8 per cent* Agaiti^ of niUraigiai h6 had 1460 cases, 
with a mortality of M. We b^ve seen persous, as we thought, 
laboring under the Severest fonp»<rf! this disease for aperies 
of jears^ bat absolutely raftising to- die ; yet we must yield to 
statistics, and be satjlsfied thai) they would hare sucoumbed if 
we had waited long enough. .• . '. - . 

But, leaving these serious diseases, we glance at a list of 
minor affections. 

Of cirrhosis of liver^ he had 71 cases ; qf which he cured 
69. 1^0 w, whidQiwe t^Jca into ooi^fid^ittion that this is an or- 
ganic affection- of the Tiscnsi, consisting of a replacement of the 
s^r^Dg struotore^ by. ftbff^^^. tinned ^n^.otber adv^pt^tipus 
formation ; a^d thlk|; iwjben £iilly develofeiy it has always be?n 
conside]^ iopurtblei rWe arie led to :thikjQpii^w, that th^ 
doctc^ taust haye dlsoorered socnid. new iieoi^yv capable pf re* 
moiling the.ad^e9^kia)aft tissoeand ibrrnit^ bilQ-4Qat^^ ceU^i 
ete^ Agvi^n^ o^i fia0fi^<hfmmlranm9 ^Q^p^ the severest ,oC all 
the affe<^ti4n8i>f childhood^ 473^ ^rare itreated^ with but 6 
delEilhd. It haS' beM thei doctfor'^ 'misfcflune to b^^e ^ Iwrger 
number of eases Ibto mtumy &U0. tii the lot of . one maO) iapd 
we must- always adisof re tbs pcomptn^s ia sanding Jortbe phy- 
sioian, and hil prQmptPl^aCi^ in atteodingi for all who hAve seen 
t]i§ disease. 41?^. well aware fao^ vapidly mwy eaaeet progress tp 
9k £MMr4^j»oi9afek>ii> and: that many tiiii«B< b^nre^ the pa^euts 
eeii the > ai^eiiit im^ssily for mfedical adyiOe) Ae child's honi^ 
are numbered, and no power under heaven could save it. 

. (greying hia etatiMioa.stUl Ain&fifv we fiod be;bBa treated of 
d^hiAeritis^ IS^Q^ onses, and tiMftifii^ qij^an whic^Jt hf^ not 
b^eu epidfiMio/} aQ4f wbat is DtUl .nu^ve 0iii|pijiar9.,witb bu);. ope 
4m4)i,; yOf iiB^lm^v^tigmi^ ths A^or^whiah >m9iQ:<^pr aim* 
pJio%i^iail^ii«4,^i^|et,^i fii^P! affeoJii^iirrTX7j6, ^as^s ha^ve 
Jbdim^at^d, wit^ a Ipaa^pf bat ^i 0f j^l^diiie^^ 317 oaseSi no 






282 BDirosiAL ABflrmAOTg and olipfings, [Miiy, 

We should, like to puraiie this ral^eol &rther, bat at this 
time are in the coB^tioii of TraW$ hay^ — ^overoome with 
Aastonishment-^'-ftDd ekn ojilj ^NOdaiiii, is it not PiaineSvlK 



A NEW MEMOAL WORK. 

Frofl B. S. NEWToiff has just israed his, new work on F«- 
ver and Infiamiaation ; giving, all the^ iate, views of thia sub- 
ject, with a fvM classifieation of » Fever, and its treatmopti 
Price, $1.50, by mail. ., s. 



EDITOKIAL AB8TBACTB AKD OLIPPINQS. 

» , * r * , . J « 

\ ■ ^ \ 

We find in the Jaatuay* Mmber' of the Avfteficm Medical 
Monthly^ Wi essay ef idne pttges on^^ A4i Effort to Shorten die 
Duration azid Diimmsh the 'Pain of the Fin^ Stage- of Labor, 
with a reco9*d of one hundred and forty-seven cases. By For- 
dyce Barker, M.IX^^ The first portion is devoted to describings « 
the first stage of labor, defining its precursory symptoms and 
its phenomena; the anthoT'then statto thatheg^es Belladoana 
internally 48 a preparation for labor, and by its use, he Ainks, 
he has sh<n«t6ned its dhration «nd pain: He says : 

^M have' found a v^y great diflbiencein piitients a& to their 
susceptibiKty to the intfluence of the ag^nt^ and also, a gre«t 
difference in the purity and strength of the article. One ex- 
tract would seem toiiave double ^e potency of another^ with* 
out any corresponding differenee An the appealPincid of edlor 
or odor. ••*••• - •'-•".•-■■■■, : 

<^ I have aimed te^ eommenoe^always witli » mibim^n dose, 
but in sbme cases, oHiring either to tiie idios^Ykerasy of the pa- 
tient, (X the UBUSMl stren;gth of the airtidef I kftVe been obliged 
to diminish (iie dose^, bht in mol^t casen ' t^ has been gradually 
doubled, <lr even trlpl«^. Hie «M falup^ti^tt, tiie omstitalSonia 
efieeto of ^ articfl» e^diibiled in a sliglk; 'degree; as, dryness 
of the throat, ttlighl «M«siu^ er ^ii^Uo'tai of tkb head, or 
dimness of the vision. I direct that any and all dt Utese 
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symptoms. Bbotild be'islratched ihr, and - if Ihef ^ appear, to 
slightly diminish the dose.; libait is, take' it twke. instead of 
thrice a day. In hat ane oaa6 have I'had any really ttspdea- 
sant efkc^ produced. This patient had been poisoned in her 
childhood by eating the berries oi the belladofana, and after 
taking the article £6r tixree days^ its eonstitotiQiiai > effects were 
sxtdd^y de velopiddv' and excited |p«dEit alarfii on the part of her 
friends. The symptoixfSyihoweYerv disappeared! in the^ course 
4of twentjt-ifoor hpars* Labor came 6n tboisecond ds^aftei'tiie 
dkappearanee of the symptoms, and iraa so rapid that: I did 
not See Ihepatiei^.tintil it was compl6ted« Her first lld)or 
(this was her seoood) was reported to ha^^ bee^ thirty-six 
hours in dnraHoQ. 

In not one of the dases was the child stUl-borp, imd in pone 
of them was there postpartum hemorrhage or intention of the 
placenta. In one, Khe functiqn of lacfta^tion was entir^y ab- 
sent; and in two others^ the. mamnaary secretion di&inot ap- 
pear until the'fifth day. . Wb<ecetiiepatiet3ftwas.pledMt»rie^ of a 
full habit, rigid fiber and.actiYe circulation, I haye combined 
the antimon. et potass, tart., as in the following formula: — 



R. — ^Belladon. ext.. 


gr.viij. 


Andmou, et potass, tart., . - 


• ;gr, uj. 


jSyr. aarantii, 


- • •/ Jiji: 


Tine, auriapfcii,^ - , , - 




AquflB^ - " : - ' ^ 


- ; aa*, 3.j. 



M. S. A teaspOjonful, three times ik day. .,,. • : »./ . 

. In all &e cases, I have commenced with. the <3xtract of the 
belladonna, in one-q«arter*grain doses. , With some I have 
made use of the following formula :'-7^ M 

* ' »»,'y4 .. .. 

R.-r-Tinc cincl^on. op., - ^ - 8 iy*. 
Syr., -. - . ". . : gj, 

BeUadan. ext. - - - gr, ^iij* M. 

. •■ - . • ■ . 
Where special indications have existed, I have combined the 
belladonna with a great variety of other articles. The test of 
a larger experience and of other car^fi^l observers is needed to 



^ 



dot^SDiue whether this prophylaetieplan & aTeid-cootribittioii 
to the prograsi c^ the d[)sletiic sr^." 

A tiri)}e feUcKmi iii wMdixme httodped and ft>rt^4tev«[i cased 
are xecorded, gtadiog the number <of ^pre^wndes, the nuiiib^ 
of days belladonna was iabeo, the number of hours of the du* 
ntiou of the fifsifc^ Second and ikird atages of labor, .the pee* 
sentfttioa, the number of hours during which chiorofdrm was 
taken, and theses of flie child. It appesrs from the table that 
deducting Ihe nuaabeir of cases in which the duration of the 
first stage was unknown^ ihe aTerage duration of the fia«t stage 
in the balance was about five hours. iThls, of pourse, would 
be some e^dence4K> guide ua ip the administration of bella* 
donna for the purpose proposed, if the doctor had iilso ^ven 
us anbth^ table of an equal number of coses, prepared like 
this, wherein the beUadotina was not used; but in the absence 
of such observations, the present labor la but of little avail, as 
it does not prove that the ^^ effort^' was auceessful, but it does 
evincetbe ^ervalion, s^i, and -order <)f the obstetrician. 

Amgf. Jw/it, ef Maii Medina. 



Causes ^^«<zni^y.^— During the twenty-sevlBn years ending 
in 1860^the following ai^e the chief supposed causes of insanity 
of the patients admitted to tiie Lunatie hospital at Worcester, 
Massadiusetts t — Epilepsy, 127; fevers, 65; ill' health, 695; 
isolation, 14 (all males) ; palsy, 62 ; suppressed eruption, 9 ; 
puerperal, 141 ; turn <>t Hfe, 32 ; injury of heed, 52 ; poison 
of lead, 2 ; strsoke of lightninig, ^ ; excessive labor, 'f9 ; loss ol' 
sleep, 5; excessive study, 81 ; spiritualism, 25;- fatte* accusa- 
tion, 1 ; domestic troubles, 118 males, 295 f^mideft ; unhappy 
marriage, 4 males and 2 females ; disappointment in love, 55 
males and 61 females; disappointed ambition, 6 males and 6 
females ; fright, 32 ; political excitement, 13 males ; religious 
excitement, 1^ males,^ 166 females; pecuniary troubles, 180 
males, 166 females ; fear of poverty, 30 males and 11 feniales; 
violent temper, 2 males and 16 females; jealousy, 17 males 
and is females ; intemperance, 130 males and 55 females; 
masturbation, 276. — £achange. 
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JBmmrhqge fvim i^ Z«^]^^^-^, About .fom- m^lsa »g(yf ^e 
werecall^^^to ¥ifiita ladf w^, ha4 been much Manned and 
troahled with bleediong from. the: lungs. The ^ttac^s had been 
frequent, occur^iv ev^ryidiQ? for 1^ last tw^uty days* The 
ordinaiy remedies bidb^s^^admiBifltered. without si^ecesiA) be- 
fore ^nr.Tiiiit The^pulfiewas .tepse; frequent, and j^^itkit^; 
the atreogth sp^ucb i^edoe^d. We gaye, at bed-time :^- 

Geldemia, ■.■-,: ^ . - r * gr, 9». 
ABolepin^ w ;»• - - • gr. ij. 3C. 



/ r 



Eariy n^t morning, a wiall anioun);; of ^hlopd w&P expecto^* 
rated-naboot haU* a tablespoonful. , We now put her upon the 
fallowing tsoat^ient;-^. 

" Hiamamelin; 
Asclepin, . . -" • - » aa. gr. vj. 

Mix, and divide into 12 powders, of which give one powder 
every two hours. 

The Gelsemin and Asdepin were continued every night for 
a week ; after which Gornin and Cerasein were administered 
four tunes a day, as tonics. There has been no return of the 
hemorrhage. We have used Gelsemin, in proper combina- 
nations, several times, lor suppression of hemorrhage, and 
with very good results, and we trtist our medicid brethren 
will find it equally snocessfuh ' b. 

< Jmer. J0ur. ef Mat. Med. 



It is now pretty well agreed among the learned in every 
se^ee, that thd^ foundation of all true^d s^tlid knpwlfedge 
must be laid in observirfion and experiment; They ara, in- 
d^, the only.dBubetaitial baeis on which we eiin;Suroly ven* 
ture to establish any kind of ^doctriuie^ and= the jiureet tests 
whereby to ta^the Ta^dityrof any philosophioal sj^teni tha^ 
comes before UB4 f<ir what do any modes of raasoning avail, 
where facts and expmmeiltB are wanting in theureupport? — 
Da. Shaw, 1755. 
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H(^lf^arCs Anocfyne in DcUHw^ TVerriens. — Df. F. B. A. 
Lewis, of Watertown, N. Y., sends thefoUowitig td the Medi- 
cal and Surgical Journal, pnMiiBheil at -Boston, Mass.: — 

Messbs. Editobs :-— t was at the Deer Isltad Hospital for a 
few months after my graduation, and while ther6 treated qtiite 
a ntimber of cases of deKrinm tremens, And of intemperance, 
the latter inclnding Hhofie who had irritation^ the stomach, 
and the '^ shakes," as some term the state, but not amoimting 
to decided ddiriam. I employed the various means {yresented 
by the text-^books, and watched the success of stndefits in the 
same institution, with variable success ; and at one time, think*- 
ing that Hofilmm's Anodyne might ana^r th^ indications, I 
tried it in seventeen cases of delixium tremens, and fourteen 
eases of intemiporance, in doses of 3 08, every hour, and bf the 
thirty-one cases, I did not lose one. Perh(i>ps this will not in 
the least interest you, but as I see the journals filled with new 
treatments for this disease, and being a subscriber to the Jour- 
nal, I thought it poo^ble it might Reserve i space in its pages. 



**«■ 



Formvia/or, the Radical Owe cf Asthma* By J. Sms & 
Son, Wilmington. 

IKr.-^Iodid* Potasai, S ss. 
. Fl. Ext. Iiob6H8B,.>a L I 
Aq. FontaAa^ 3 xv. 
M/ A tablcspoMiliil fous limes a day. 

Amer. DruggisUl* Circular. 



Dr. Von Hauer (JErdnuMMi^s JouriMi^ Vol* IxKxi), reeotn- 
meads the use of iron reduced by hydrogen in the preparation 
of carbonated irou*wateiB. One pint; 6i water saturated al the 
comQM)n4itmospheric pressure, take-up as much metallic iron 
in this state as forms seven grains of proto^earbonate of iron* 
He preparee the iron by reducing <he oxyd obtained from cal- 
cining oxalate of iron under aeoestfof ut.-r-Am. Drug. Oirc^ 
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1861.J BDtrOiBIAL ABftTRAOni AMD OLaWSfGB. 28T 

Olycmns and Tc^nxo' A^ mVaffindiis. r^ln the treat- 
ment of Hm affectietiy M« Dema^Bay hi^ fautid a cdm^dsltioQ) 
coDBistiag of dghfty parte of gljrcerme and twenl^ of tanmc 
acid, of great ^searrioe* When tie vaginltia first^^ppeaini) the 
inflaiiunat€a*7^ sy^ikptoc^s fihoiiM l>e totti»^ b}^ appropriate regi- 
men,^ baths, and freqiient eosoiieirt iiijeetaons. When the first 
«tage of tke iiifiammatio9 has passed a^ay^ aad the careful inr 
troduetion of the speculum has become possible, abiindant in- 
j^stSons of water ^fu^ to be thrown in,. so as to remove «ll &e 
mucor pus wHch lines the walls of the Tagina^ and these jare 
then dried by 'a plug of charpie pflaoed at the end of a long 
foreeps* 7hen fliree plT]^s o£ wttddiog, weU soaked hi glyce- 
rine and tannic acid, are to be introdac^. ^ Next day^. after a 
bath, the plugs are removed, new iqjectioim made, and the 
dressing repeated. M. Demarqnay has never had to have re- 
course to more, than four or five pueh dressings. Aft^r discon- 
tinuing them,,astring<^nViigectiona) consis^^pg 6f infusion of 
walnut^leaves inw)ii^ en^ drachm ipfalTim tp the <)uart h#8 
been dissolved, are employed, two or three, times a day for a 
week or ten days, — Bulletin d$ Ti^ero^eutigue^ 
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Copaivin. — ^In our first number we brought before the atten- 
tion of the profession a new preparation of Obpaiba. Since 
that time we have improved the Oapaivin by scientific manu^ 
fadture. It is no^f ' i]iM»re'pidvera^nt( and js^ it wiR ab- 
sorb, cxnc^tnre from (he atmoiph^*e iif : left exposed, it k^ps 
well if the bottle is. kept corked. All those ^ho have used it 
prefer it to any other preparation of the eopaiba,:as it<»n b^ 
taked wil^ut teste, and witboittssadhunpl^muit ai!id constant 
eructations . ss^ s^re ,proAtiqed by otiier. . piieparations. £!!ram ijto 
minntd^ divided vStffe^ it acts ^mote^Uiekly 9^ axid' is absoirbed 
without causing derangement of the stomach .X^ tOiat it is ab- 
sorbed, may be proved by the peculiar smell it imparts to the 
urine. The demand we have had for the Copaivin has hith- 
<^o been l^ger than we hiave be<te -enabled to supply, but by 
nexl inreek wi» w#fili iiU ordersr.-^fB^^K^^^ 

AiM^. Jour: tflGa. Med. ^ 
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Quminsi in^AHAen^ J^n^iMAiak — D< J; Boyd^.of Abbe< 
yiUe', North OaroliBit, relate* JoUie Cbarl^toii Ho^ical Joor- 
nal and Benew, a .i^uoeM«M' case of < trMtmeDt of astheoie 
pneumonia bj-qtUBine; In tfaiii oaee— nrhicfa -wtie of MYeraL 
days^ etaiiding— thc( patitot had been {Mfviomdj pocgod and 
blister^* The state of the fMtient. being oni c£ extreme dan- 
ger, Mr* Boyd iotetmioQA^^ txj tha e&et of larg6 do^es of. 
qniniae. Five gfcwj^iot xpktAj» therefois^ adminietered 
every tbree hoars, and in lesa than^wen^-^nr houfe, a marked 
ehai^ for te better was endenl^. .Tho aaibe treatment wae 
cpntiniied ht three daysy daring' which a rapid improvement 
tookplaoe^ aiid thA pe^ient naa ooarlgf i^U.oft Afiifilth^ day of 
the trial of the »Hew |>laii* : ! - 



• > 



• S?ryt?Am«.— Dr. Davii, of Chicago, gires ain enema con- 
taining A smklt dose of stiy^chnia to relieve paralysis of the 
ilfanentary caiiai, /oecttning after typhoid feveif.—-4m^. Med. 

jUbntmy,Veh:,neiy '- ; • •': 

UTeuralgia, — Twenty grains of Inpnlin, and ten grains of 
pmssiate of iron, divided into two powders^ and one taken 
night and morningi have, cnred fi large number of cases of this 
disease. ' 
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jEiaif Fr^atunf^-^A: ease- is related by Wt: JEftan^, ^ ^ 
gifA about iborteeti yeare <etf 4ge, (aot taarrieil). She li^ no 
Appeavanceof paberty; licHuammtd; pubioregioo tlialbf altttle 
g&l i yulvainonsiq^ate thair I ever kfliiwiii anjpeaee; atid yetehe 
was delivered; aftsr a jsatnral labor t>f lour homs^ <^f «&)e, heal- 
tby^loo^ng boy, weigktog^MUr^ 10 powid^. ^Eh#cMlei kiaa, of 
caurse, 4o fie^iiMiiaiea artlfidrfly.-^ 2V«Nt^^Aa«0 JMi^Mrf 

\ \t\ \\,\ li :■■! I ( „ i ■ / 
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At the residence of :ttitf |^aV»^^thM»))ailMqi^QK^ Pcu, 
Ind«>^ApJK^lT;3L89X^*V W Mn/pow Jat, M.P., 

to S^ss EuRBTTA WxBSTKB ; all of Karion, Ind. 
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Abtiole I. — New Physiological Discoveries* By W. Bybd 

Powell, M. D. 

That physiological discovery which I have made, and de 
nominated physiological incest, or marriage in contravention of 
constitutional law, is, I can not doubt, in view of the observations 
I have made in the past sixteen years, and to which I referred 
in the Eclectic Medical Journal, in 1860, the most important 
one ever announced in human physiology. But in assigning 
such importance to this discovery, I would not have any reader 
to suppose that I entertain a disparaging opinion of the dis- 
coveries made by Messrs. Harvey, Gall, Spurzheim, and others ; 
but if the value of a discovery is to be estimated by its impor- 
tance to the human race, then, I am sure that, that of physio- 
logical incest, has no rival. 

It is, has ever been, and probably forever will be conceded 

Wholb Sebies XX. 
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by every hnman mind, that the reproductive function of the 
species, or that by which the species is perpetuated, is of para- 
mount importance — the most important of which the species is 
capable* Any cause which has the eflFect to defeat this func- 
tion, or to threaten the perpetuity of the species, has never 
failed to produce the deepest concern in the minds of legisla- 
tors and philanthropists. 

And physiological incest, to a great extent, defeats the func- 
tion, and, to an alarming extent, threatens the perpetuity [of 
the species. It has, to the extent of my reading, ever been the 
opinion of physiologists, that good health and sound constitu- 
' tions in parents constituted a guaranty for sound and viable 
children. This may possibly have been the fact ; but certain 
I am that it is not the fact now. So certain am I of this, that 
I hesitate not to assert, that parents of good and sound consti- 
tutions do very frequently entail upon their children, idiocy 
and scrofulous constitutions. Physiological incest, or incom- 
patibility of constitution between parents, produces all those 
consequences which hitherto were attributed to the marriage 
of blood relations, or consanguine incest. 

The opinion extensively prevails, and is deeply rooted in the 
public mind, that consangninely-incestuous marriages — that 
is, marriages between cousins and other parties related by 
blood — produce idiotic and scrofulous children. This opinion, 
whether true or false, had its origin, probably, before the dawn 
of authentic history ; but if we accept of it as a truth, it must 
be upon the principle that it is founded in some physiological 
law of humanity ; and as the physiological laws come under 
the denomination of the natural laws, which, in their nature, 
do not admit of exceptions ; and as a very large per centage 
of consanguine marriages produce as sound and viable chil- 
dren as any other marriages, and in my observations, this has 
been the rule, and the contrary the exception ; hence my con- 
clusion, philosophically, is, that blood or consanguine relation 
between married parties is not the cause of the evil conse- 
quences which are occasionally observed to obtain with such 
parties. Indeed, I am entirely sure that blood relationship 
between parties in marriage has no influence in the premises. 

1 do not, however, pretend to doubt or deny that idiocy, 
scrofula, etc., are occasionally seen in the families of parents 
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who are related by blood ; but I deny that their relationship 
had any agency in producing the mischief. In this relation, 
consanguine parties occupy the same position that all other 
parties do. All parties who are constitutionally incompatible^ 
will have idiotic or scrofulous children, if they have any, which 
is always doubtfal. 

Dr. Patterson, of the Idiotic Asylum of Ohio, informs me 
that he has found but two per cent, of the idiots under his 
care, to have had consanguine parents ; and in Massachusetts, 
the per centage of idiots from consanguine parents, |is about 
the sapae. Dr. Brown, of Barre, Mass., informs me that two 
idiots in a hundred and eight, have consanguine progenitors. 

These statistics prove most incontestibly that a fruitful cause 
of idiocy does obtain, independently of consanguine marriages. 
And the inference, to a philosophical mind, must be, that it is 
far more probable that all idiots result from that cause which 
operates so frequently outside of the consanguine relation, and 
consequently the consanguinity of some progenitors who have 
idiotic children, is nothing more tiian a coincidental circum^ 
stance. As some of the fossilized medical fools of Cincinnati 
have said that my doctrine of physiological incest is but a 
morbid fancy of a cracked brain, so, in the estimation of such 
specimens of fossilized stupidity, all discoveries are morbid 
fancies, and the discoverers crack-brains. The discoveries of 
Harvey and Gall were morbid fancies. Those who have pro- 
nounced our discovery a morbid fancy, have not, I am sure, 
physiological knowledge to render them competent judges as 
to whether I have made a discovery or not. It may be on the 
principle that misery loves company, that I am pleased to have 
it in my power to name another gentleman who entertains a 
morbid fancy precisely like the one that my crack-brain has 
promulgated. Dr. Browne, of Barre, Massachusetts, informs 
me that in some of his published essays, he has inculcated the 
doctrine that a physiological incompatibility frequently ob- 
tains between the sexes, which causes them to entail on their 
children idiocy. The difference between Dr. Browne's fancy 
and that of myself, is this: his goes to the extent only of con- 
genital idiocy, whilst mine embraces all varieties of scrofulous 
constitution. The Dr. has not informed me whether he has 
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acquired the diagoostic indices of the incompatibility that en- 
tails idiocy. 

My investigations of physiological incest have brought me 
to the conclusion that it consists in a physiological similitude 
between the respective sexes, and all the varieties of this 
similitude are destructive to progeny. A conception of this 
law obtains very generally in society. Indeed, I know of no 
opinion that is more generally entertained by society than 
this : the marriage of certain parties of the respective sexes is 
naturally incestuous. And hence people are frequently heard 
to say, that a person seeking a companion in marriage should 
select one who is as much unlike him or herself as possible. 
This opinion, as it obtains in society, I regard as being the ex- 
pression of a human instinct, rather than as legitimate infer- 
ence from observation. The instinct, however, is right ; but 
it does not give a knowledge of the indices and conditions that 
constitute incompatibility. All that my discovery claims to 
do is, to guide this instinct. People who have a full habit of 
body, dark hair, eyes, and skin, are impelled by instinct to 
seek for a companion in marriage, one who is lean* or spare in 
person, with light hair, fair skin, and blue eyes. Such parties 
are occasionally compatible, but very frequently they are highly 
incompatible, and every child they may have will die during 
infancy. 

Uneducated observers can perceive no indices of a physio- 
logical similitude between these parties ; nevertheless, the 
physiologist, who has been educated with reference to this sub- 
ject, will frequently — ^indeed, in a majority of cases— discover 
at sight, a very remarkable similitude between parties who are 
embraced by the above descriptions. 

To physiologically incestuous marriages do I attribute all of 
the idiocy, and all of the scrofulous forms of disease, and much 
of the insanity which are now scourging our species. I am 
free to confess that I can not comprehend how it is that soundly 
physiological and healthy parents can and do entail on their 
children, idiocy and scrofulous constitutions ; but that they do, 
is a fact that can not admit of a successful disputation ; and 
probably it would not avail much if we comprehended how it 
is that certain sound and healthy parties are incompatible in 
reference to the reproductive function. I think it to be exceed- 
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ingly probable that I have all, in this relation, that can be ren- 
dered inservient to our species, which consists of the fact, its 
indices, and the conditions under which it obtains. 

To give a satisfactory exposition of this subject, in the com- 
pass of a short contribution to a serial, must not, and should 
not be expected ; but I will attempt to do enough to enable 
your readers to form a reasonable conception of the subject ; 
and if then there should be some who desire to become so 
far informed on the subject as to be able to avoid the con- 
traction of an incestuous marriage, they must become the pat- 
rons of the Journal of Human Science^ which I am editing. 

The human race appears to be divisible into four classes, 
which are distinguished by certain physiological or constitu- 
tional peculiarities which were denominated, when observed 
or discovered, the human temperaments. Temperament is a 
peculiar mode of animal life, compatible with health and 
longevity. This definition is, perhaps, as good as can be given. 

The elementary temperaments, as I understand and teach 
them, are four ; and they are nominated respectively as fol- 
lows: — 

1. The Sanguine. 2. The Bilious. 3. The Lymphatic; 
and, 4. The Encephalic. 

For the purpose of elucidation, I divide the four elementary 
temperaments into two classes. The vital and the non-vital, 
the Sanguine and the Bilioas constitute the first, and the Lym- 
phatic and the Encephalic constitute the second. 

The whole subject may now be reduced to the three follow- 
ing laws: — 

Zaw 1. When the parties to a marriage respectively have 
the same temperament, the marriage will be incestuous. 

Zaw 2. When a non-vital temperament enters into the 
constitution of the parties respectively, the alliance will be in- 
cestuous. 

Zaw 3. In all marriages contracted with a view to, or a 
probability of children, one of the parties should have an ex- 
clusively vital temperament; and the temperament of the other 
party must be more or less non-vital, to prevent an incestuous 
similitude. 

A few illustrations of these laws will render them plain : — 

Zaw 1. When the parties to a marriage are respectively 
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saDguine-encephalic, the marriage is incestuous, and the chil- 
dren will die in infancy, of brain fever or dropsy of the brain. 

" "When the parties to a marriage are bilious-encephalic, the 
marriage will be incestuous, and the consequence will bo, no 
children, idiotic children, or children that will die in infancy, 
of brain fever, or dropsy of the brain. 

" When the parties to a marriage are respectively sanguine 
bilious-lymphatic, the marriage will be incestuous, and the 
children will die young, of consumption of the lungs, or ab- 
dominal glands. 

Law 2. When one of the parties to a marriage is sanguine 
encephalo-lymphatic, and the other is bilious encephalo-lym- 
phatic, the marriage will be in the highest degree incestuous, 
and the result will be, that the children, to the extent of two 
thirds, will be born dead. This I regard as a uniform result 
in marriages of this kind. 

When one of the parties is sanguine bilious-encephalic, and 
the other is sanguine bilious-lymphatic, the alliance will be 
incestuous, and the consequences to the children will be, early 
death, by tuberculous forms of disease of the lungs, or abdomi- 
nal glands. 

When one party is bilious-encephalic, and the other is san- 
guine encephalo-bilious-lymphatic, the marriage will be inces- 
tuous, and the consequences upon the children will be, insanity 
at an early age. 

To give a description of all the temperaments to which I 
have made reference, would demand more of my time than I 
can now spare, and more space, Mr. Editor, in your journal 
than you can spare. Indeed, to do so, would require several 
numbers of your journal. 

Physiological incest is rapidly increasing in our land, and 
no lady or gentleman can enter into the marriage relation, at 
this time, without the hazard of becoming the progenitors of 
idiots or scrofulous constitutions. 

Law 3. I will illustrate this law by cases I have seen. 

Mr. Blank is lymphatic, a disgusting sack of humors ; his 
wife is a lean, wrinkled, bilious woman, and no married couple 
in the state would be deemed less promising as progenitors, 
but they are physiologically compatible, and they have had 
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nine children, and all are nearly grown, and all in good health 
and promise. 

Mr. is sanguine-bilious, a vital temperament ; his wife 

is bilious-lymphatic; their marriage was legal, physiologi- 
cally, and they have thirteen children, all sound and promis- 
ing, and all nearly grown. So much for obedience to the phy- 
siological laws. 

That this incest is working out the extinction of the human 
race, I have no doubt. Those who have not examined this 
subject, may think me extravagant ; but those who know me, 
know me to be as exclusively a matter-of-fact man as Mr. Any- 
one-else. I never indulge in speculation. 

We are informed that the human race was once destroyed 
by a flood, and physiological incest may be a provision of 
Providence for its destruction ; and certainly it has become 
wicked enough to merit destruction. Admit this to be the 
fact, and yet it does not absolve us from the obligation to obey 
the physiological laws. In disobedience to those laws, we are 
to look for all the sin, wickedness, disease and premature 
death of our race. 

Every child of ten summers, by a little attention to this sub- 
ject, can learn how to avoid an incestuous marriage. If our 
young people neglect to inform themselves in this ^important 
relation, they should not complain of Providence in the event 
they should become the parents of idiotic or scrofulous chil- 
dren. We can not conceive how it can be probable that any 
young lady, of respectable intelligence, can venture to become 
a wife, with about three chances of becoming the mother of 
idiots or consumptives, to one of a more favorable character ; 
more especially, when a certainty of avoiding the former can 
be obtained by a little attention to this subject. 

So enormous is this evil of physiological incest in our land, 
that I excedingly doubt whether less than ninety-five per cent. 
of our marriages are not more or less incestuous ; and that the 
progeny of all such marriages will die, there can be no doubt. 
The children of physiologically legal marriages are exceed- 
ingly unimpressible to [all causes of disease, and usually live 
till they wear out, which but rarely happens under the age of 
a hundred years. 
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Abt. II. — la the Cause of Eclecticimi Progresaing t By 

E. S. Newton, M.D. 

The several thousand physicians who have received their 
medical education in the halls of the Eclectic Medical Insti- 
tute, of this city, are by no means idle. This body of noble 
men, with the cynosure of Eight and Truth before them, are 
constantly progressing onward, and not only adding greatly to 
our materia medica, but are adding daily other physicians, 
their compeers, to the great Eclectic body. It is from the Al- . 
lopathic ranks that we are now receiving many of our most 
valued and learned co-laborers. As it is the most independent 
and thinking physician who is most prone to break through 
the fetters of bigotry, and by the force of observation and rea- 
soning, to traverse the fields lying beyond the Allopathic fold, 
so must it be those very persons who come to us from the 
narrow field of Allopathy. It only requires that thought, free 
and untrammeled, shall for a time exercise its inalienable right, 
that the old fogy of to-day may be the free and unfettered 
Eclectic of to-morrow. 

The ^^ regular" physician of Europe resembles the Eclectic 
of the United States much more closely, in his practice, than 
what is termed the regular physician of this country. It is 
seldom that the more enlightened European physicians resort 
to the lancet, or to the poisonous mineral drugs so profusely 
and universally used by the " regulars " here. They are re- 
pudiating these destroyers of human life, and resorting to 
the more simple means of the American Eclectics. As [the 
human mind continues to progress, so will Allopathy ap- 
proach Eclecticism, until finally the entire profession, the 
world over, will have adopted that enlightened method of 
practice which has been so auspiciously begun by the Eclectics 
of the present day. 

When we look over the statistics of the Eclectic medical 
profession throughout the United States and the Canadas, 
scarcely a county but contains its Eclectic physician, who is 
universally a busy, active, intelligent gentleman, devoted to 
his profession, laboring day iEind night to perfect himself in the 
intricate science of curing disease. With such men as these 
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for our vanguard, the great army of Eclecticism will press on- 
ward to continued victory. 

Here is^a system of practice which is founded on reason and 
the highest acquirements of other systems — a system which 
carefully examines every new principle, tests every new reme- 
dy, adopts the demonstrative facts and principles of all sys- 
tems, and presents much to the physician unknown to other 
schools 'of practice, — ^which, in short, courts investigation — 
which demonstrates its correctness by its successful results. 
Young men, who have reputations to gain, are beginning to 
learn its worth, and we have an abiding faith that all the sects 
must soon give way to the onward march of this rational sys- 
tem of medicine. 

It was only a few years ago that the Allopathic practice con- 
demned, in the strongest terms, the concentrated medicines 
discovered and used then exclusively by the Eclectic profes- 
sion. No language was too strong in condemnation of these 
preparations ; and when this failed them, the potent weapon of 
ridicule was resorted to for the purpose of depreciating these 
medicines with the profession. All of this, as might be antici- 
pated, failed, for still the concentrated medicines continued to 
sell. After having failed in this effort to retard the spread of 
the Eclectic preparations, the attention of some of the least 
prejudiced of the Allopathic profession was directed to them. 
Thus they passed into the ranks of the Allopaths, and there 
they have been gaining ground, until their use by the Allo- 
pathic profession, is about as great as by those of the Eclectic. 

It will not be a great while before the concentrated prepara- 
tions will be used by the Allopathic, as well as the Eclectic 
profession, to the exclusion of all other medicines ; for their 
uniform activity, and therefore their greater reliability, will 
recommend them to any unprejudiced person at all competent 
to judge between a good and a bad medicine. 

Although there are many in the Allopathic ranks who are 
too bigoted and narrow-minded to try a preparation, because 
got up by an opponent, still there are many who will not hesi- 
tate to become Eclectics, by practising their motto of, " trying 
all things, and holding on to the best." These are the men who 
have already adopted the concentrated medicines of the Eclec- 
tics. They are bold, independent thinkers, but little inclined 
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to be circumscribed by the narrow medical boundaries which 
some colleges would force upon their students. 

As a further evidence of the Allopathic branch of the pro- 
fession assuming the Eclectic doctrine, we copy the following 
from the editorial columns of the Philadelphia Medical and 
Surgical Reporter^ for December, 1860 : — 

^^ Tendencies of Therapeutics. — ^The tendencies of medicine, 
at the present time, form an interesting study, particularly as 
they relate to therapeutics. It is, hence, with great pleasure 
that we lay before our readers the discussion on the subject, 
which took place recently at the Philadelphia County Medical 
Society. 

The almost universal abandonment of the lancet, the substi- 
tution of milder plans of treatment for} those heroic modes 
in vogue a generation ago, are matters of history. Quinine 
and iron are now given, where tartar emetic was formerly re- 
sorted to ; patients are kept upon a nutritious diet where once 
they were bled, and, while formerly the patient was denied 
water for fear of increasing the fever, ho is now put upon 
brandy in larger or smaller doses. The general tendency of 
therapeutics is, to use a favorite and expressive clinical phrase, 
^'building up,-" sustaining and stimulating. That such is the 
tendency of our day, about this there can be no dispute. 

There are those who look upon these changes as the result 
of accident and fashion ; they regard the representative men 
of successive schools in therapeutics as medical Beau Bram- 
mels. As in the matter of habiliments, certain fashions pre- 
vail for a time, pass away, and are followed by others, recur- 
ring, sooner or later, in the same or a slightly modified form ; 
so there are those in the profession who consider the present 
tendency of building up and stimulating in therapeutics as a 
resurrection of Brunonianism, with a modern cut. With this 
view it is, of course, confidently predicted that the new mode 
will, sooner or later, go " out of fashion." 

However easy a view this may be, it is at once both superfi- 
cial and obviously false. 

There is no part of the intellectual development of mankind 
which is not regulated by laws and logic as permanent and 
immutable as those of the physical world, and, when we 
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observe strong and irresistible currents in the science of 
medicine, all running in one direction, it is as philosophical to 
call them merely accidental and fashionable, as it would be to 
call the rise and progress of empires accident, and the strifes 
and battles of nations for freedom and independence the result 
of fashion. There is a logic in the development of medicine 
as there is a logic in the history of nations, and to study the 
causes which lead to the changes constantly going on, and thus 
to grasp in one general idea the tendency of the science, must 
be the aim of the philosophical observer. 

There have been essentially two modes of interpreting the 
change in the therapeutical tendency during the last two de- 
cennia. One party says that the type of diseases has changed 
from the sthenic to the asthenic ; another party claims that 
science, or. rather that physicians have changed by arriving 
at a better understanding of disease, its nature and therapeu- 
tical indications. Then we have views compromising between 
these two. It is claimed that there are cyclical changes in the 
type of diseases, governed by laws, meteorologic and terres- 
trial, as yet not understood, and that we are at present^at the 
low tide, asthenic, of one of these cycles. 

There has been, in all the discussions on the subject, a great 
oversight of some very important facts, a proper consideration 
of which will enable us, perhaps, to understand more fully the 
causes of the revolution in therapeutics. We allude to the 
social changes which have taken place simultaneously with 
the former. 

Have there been any causes, operating during the last thirty 
years, Nvhich would lead, not to a change of type in' disease^ 
but to a change in the physical constitution of man, in conse- 
quence of habits, modes of life, occupation, which would ren- 
der him more apt to succumb to attacks of disease, and whence 
the necessity of a more sustaining and stimulating treatment, 
than before these causes were in operation ? Are there any in- 
fluences now at work, not in operation to the same extent thirty 
years ago, which tend to enfeeble the constitution of men ? 
Most assuredly. 

Is it to be supposed that a few hundred thousand miles of 
railroad track that have been laid within thirty years, cover- 
ing the map of the civilized world, like the web of a spider, 
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with tens of thousands of steam-hoi'ses, carrying millions upon 
millions of men at a tremendous speed, and a hundred thou- 
sand steamers and steamboats ploughing every sea, lake, and 
river, is it to be supposed that all this could have taken place 
without changing the habits j and with them the physical — aye, 
even moral— constitution of mankind i And yet, instead of 
inquiring into the changes wrought by these mighty influences 
that have been at work incessantly, we hear men talk about 
the obscure meteorological and terrestrial influences ^' chang- 
ing the type of disease," and of the change in medical " theory 
and fashion/' 

Is it probable that the introduction of st-eam into the me- 
chanical arts, with a hundred thousand pyramidal chimneys 
towering up, smoking and puffing, the monuments of a new 
form of civilization, and with its six and ten-story factories, 
dusty, ill- ventilated, with sixteen hours' labor — stationary la- 
bor, out of the reach of fresh air — ^is it probable that these in- 
fluences, directly acting upon the habits — social, industrial, 
physical, moral — of man, have been at work, without leaving 
a trace in his physical constitution a^ regards the liability to 
disease and the power to withstand it? 

Is it to be supposed that the prevailing and increasing ten- 
dency of men to live together in large communities (witness 
the last census reports), has done nothing to change — not the 
type of diseases, nor the therapeutical fashions^ but — the phy- 
sical constitution of man as regards its capacity for and power 
to combat disease ? 

The fast life which our present generation lives, in conse- 
quence of the great social and commercial revolutions which 
have taken place, has rendered men more liable to become at- 
tacked by diseases of debility. 

Space does not permit us, to-day, to enter upon the subject 
more in detail. We shall, however, refer to it again." 
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Abt. in. — Congestive Chill. By Dr. M. F. Moorman. 

In the incipient stage of congestive chill, the patient feels 
dull and stupid ; his intellect is more or less confused ; and if 
he takes exercise, such as walking up two or three flights of 
stairs, he becomes short of breath ; has palpitation of the 
heart, vertigo, etc. ; in short, general debility pervades the en- 
tire system, both mental and physical. He has no desire 
for food ; yawns and stretches ; pulse generally feeble ; this, 
however, is not always the case ; occasionally he has a sensa- 
tion along the spine, as thongh a stream of cold water was 
poured along that region. As the disease progresses, the 
symptoms of congestion increase, and become more and more 
developed. His nose and extremities feel cold, yet it does not 
amount to a positive chill, as in intermitting fever. This stage 
may continue for a few days only, or it may be as many weeks 
before the stage of congestion reaches its maximum, or before 
the congestive chill is fully developed. 

I have passed through all the horrors of three congestive 
chills. This is a circumstance of rare occurrence, for some die 
in the first, more in the second, and but few survive the third 
cbill. I do not know that I can find [language to express the 
feelings of a person in congestive chill. All those who, like 
myself, have had experience in their own cases, know its dis- 
ti'css better than they can describe it to others. 

In congestive chill, the patient has the appearance of a 
person dying ; his countenance has a wild, anxious expression, 
and a cadaverous appearance ; his breathing is performed with 
difficulty, and at intervals of unusually long duration he draws 
a long breath, and then exhales it with a kind of groan, which 
expresses great debility and distress. He feels as though he 
had forgotten how to breathe, and when respiration is per- 
formed, it appears to him as though it did little or no good. 
Pulse generally feeble and intermitting, sometimes a mere 
flatter, at other times not discernable at the wrist ; again, it 
may beat one hundred and forty times or more per minute ; 
head usually hot, but this is not always the case ; the extremi- 
ties are cold ; the skin is generally dry and constricted ; some- 
times the face, breast, and hands will be covered with a cold, 
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clammy pei'spiration ; there ib great heat in the epigastrium ; 
excessive thirst, and a feeling of constriction or oppression of 
the breast, as though a heavy weight was pressing upon the 
breast, and a dead, benumbed feeling pervades the entire sys- 
tem. Sometimes the stomach is in an irritable condition, and 
the patient will vomit bilious matter ; at other times he will 
vomit and purge blood. To some extent, this vomiting and 
purging of blood will relieve the difficulty of breathing ; and 
it lessens the amount of hekt ; but if the congestion is not re- 
lieved by appropriate remedies, and that, too, in a very short 
time, the patient will sink into the arms of death. 

Cause, — The cause of this malady is to be sought in that 
deleterious agent called malaria^ of which we know but lit- 
tle. The portal circulation is obstructed, and there is a re- 
cession of the blood from the extremities upon the internal or- 
gans ; hence congestion follows as a necessary result. 

With t^is passing remark upon the cause, I proceed to the 
most important part of the subject. 

Treatment. — As the recession of blood from the extremities 
upon the internal organs, is the immediate cause of the con- 
gestion, and as there is always more or less debility, it will be 
proper in the first place to administer remedies calculated to 
overcome these difficulties. A relaxant, antispasmodic, and 
stimulant combined, is calculated to fulfill this indication. 
In the second place, it will be necessary to use means to pre- 
vent a recurrence of a like attack ; or in other words, to give 
medicines that are calculated to change the morbid condition 
of the system on which the congestion depends, and bring 
about a healthy action of the same. An antiperiodic and al- 
terative combined, is admirably calculated to fulfill the last, 
but not the least indication of cure. 

I will now give a course of treatment, which, in my hands, 
has thus far proved successful in every case. I do not wish to 
be understood to say that this course is infallible, and that 
no one will ever die who is subjected to it. 1 only wish 
to call the attention of the profession to it, because it has 
proved to be more successful than any other with which I am 
acquainted. 

When called to a patient laboring under congestive chill, 
my object is to arrest it as soon as possible. To do this, I 
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order the patient to be placed in a warm bath, which may be 
prepared in a few minutes, by heating water, and then pour- 
ing it into a vessel convenient for the purpose, such as a large 
washing-tub. While these preparations are being made, I ad- 
minister a teaspoonful of the Compound Tincture of Lobelia 
Infiata, in two tablespoonfuls of warm water, sweetened ; and 
repeat the dose every ten, fifteen, or twenty minutes, accord- 
ing to its effect, and the urgency of the case. This medicine 
will fulfill the first indication, it being ,antispasmodic, relax- 
ant, and stimulant. As soon as the water is ready, place the 
patient into it, which should be as warm as he can bear ; then, 
by an assistant, the entire surface should be rubbed, using the 
bare hand for this purpose. Spirits, well saturated with Cap- 
fiicum, may be used in this rubbing operation to a very good 
advantage sometimes. If the stomach should be very irrita- 
ble, and there should be frequent vomiting, it will be proper 
to omit the Compound Tincture of Lobelia Infiata, and give a 
half teaspoonful of Antispasmodic Tincture in a tablespoonful of 
the Compound Syrup of Rhubarb and Potassa. This course will 
seldom, if ever, fail to relieve the congestion . It has a tendency 
to promote perspiration, thereby equalizing the circulation. 

The patient will not remain in the bath very long before he 
will begin to feel its genial warmth ; the blood will begin to 
circulate in the extremitielB ; his breathing is more natural, and 
he will express himself to be better. The patient should now be 
removed from the bath, and placed in bed. The length of time 
for remaining in the bath depends very much upon circum- 
stances ; this should be left to the judgment of the attending 
physician. After removing the patient from the bath, the en- 
tire surface should be rubbed perfectly dry, using a fiannel 
cloth for that purpose. 

The next in course will be to use means calculated to pre- 
vent a recurrence of the chill, and restore the system to a nor- 
mal condition. K the bowels are constipated, give a dose of 
the Compound Powder of Jalap, and then administer the fol- 
lowing medicine : — 

Podophyllin, 3 ss. 
Leptandrin, 3 j. 
Neutralizing Powder, 3 iiij. 
Refined Sugiar, 5 iij. 
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Triturate thoroughly in a mortar, and add two drachms Es- 
sence Peppermint. Triturate, and bottle for use. This is an 
excellent Alterative physic. 

Of this powder, take two drachms;'* Quinine, two drachms; 
triturate, and divide into ten doses. Give one every two hours. 

If the above treatment is adhered to strictly, the physician, 
on his return, will find his patient improving rapidly, and 
passing the time expected for a return of the chill, with little 
or no symptoms of its occurrence. Notwithstanding the pa- 
tient should pass the time without a chill, the Quinine and 
Alterative powder should be continued for Several days, but 
in less doses ; either lengthen the time between the doses, or 
diminish the size of them. In this, the physician should ex- 
ercise his judgment, and act accordingly. 

The physician will be called occasionally to see a patient 
who is vomiting and purging blood to an alarming extent. In 
this case, the treatment will differ somewhat from the former ; 
the bathing may be conducted in the same manner, but instead 
of giving the Compound Tincture of Lobelia Inflata, take four 
ounces of the Compound Syrup, Ehubarb and Potassa, and 
add one teaspoonful Essence Cinnamon, one teaspoouM Es- 
sence Cloves ; warm it a little, and give a teaspoonful every 
ten, fifteen, or twenty minutes, until the vomiting is arrested, 
which, in all ordinary cases, will be in the course of an hour 
or two. As soon as the vomiting ceases, commence with the 
Quinine and Alterative, as directed heretofore. 

This Cordial treatment appears very simple, yet it is no less 
simple than efficient in promptly arresting the vomiting and 
purging of blood, which would inevitably result in death in a 
very short time. 

In addition to the foregoing treatment, it is necessary some- 
times, to apply a sinapism to the stomach, and also to the 
wrists, ankles, and along the whole course of the spine.^ 

The doses recommended are of medium size for adults, and 
should be varied according to circumstances. In some cases, 
it will be necessary to increase the dose, and in others, it maj 
be lessened. The intelligent physician will always exercise 
his judgment in this matter. 

I will now make a remark upon the nomenclature of this 
disease, and then close. 
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Iq coDseqaence of the extreme debility attendiog tkis dis- 
ease, it has been called '* siDkiDg chill ■" but it moat bo re- - 
tnembored that the Binking is the reBoJt of congestion ; there- 
fore, it is a Bymptom which Berves as ao index to the caoae. 
Tho aame of a dieeaee Bhould be in harmony with the cauae, as 
much as ppssiblo; therefore, as congesdqn is the cause of the 
sinking, I coDsidor it to be the most appropriate name. 

B«vare of Tiactare GelseminDDi io Uiis disease t 
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Belief of Certain Formt of Aphonia hy Anasthetio Vapora. 
By Fbedbbick D. Lehtb, M.D., of Cold Spring, N. T. , 

The recetit.occQrrence of a case of thiakind, of which the 
foliowiog ia a brief abstract, induces me to give publicity )» 
one very aimilar to it, f bich occurred in my practice a few 
monCbs ago. 

T. B., set- .19, ft cormaa, liring in London, was f 
the early part; of 1860, withhoaraenees, enlargen 
anb-mazillary glaqda, and sore-throat. In Manih, 
at one of the Dispensaries f9r relief, and was treatec 
oat mnoh beaofit. Ho then applied, in turn, at so^ 
hoapitala, including St. Bartholomew's ; having, in the mean- 
time, flntir^ly lost his voice- 
In December, hO: applied to the district medicftl o] 
00 examifiing the throat, found the left tonailalightlj 
but no othef appearance of disease, and could dotecl 
litic taint or history. . He, however, noticed cc 
rigidity 4>f tbemoecles of the jaw, and thought it 
-to try tho inhalation ^f chlorptbrm. "He.we^ a 
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placed nnder its influence, and its effect was trnlj magical, as 
he called out for his mother quite distinctly. He went home, 
and agreeably surprised his friends by speaking to them tho 
first time in eight months^ articulating erery syllable/' A 
week afterward, his voice had not leift him. 

The following is a brief history of my own case : — 

Miss M. Vf.y an unmarried female, about 40 years of age, 
has been for the most part bed-ridden fi>r the last ten or twelve 
years, apparently from the effects of a violent and protracted 
attack of dysentery, for which she was treated by another phy- 
sician. During all this time, she has also been more or less 
troubled with a reducible femoral hernia. She has never been 
at all hysterical, or even nervous, in the usual acceptation of 
the term. Some time in the early part of 1860, she lost her 
voice, so that she could not articulate above a whisper. This 
was a source of great annoyance to her, as she is very fond of 
conversation. She was, of course, very solicitous to have 
something done for her relief; but, as I could discern no lesion 
whatever about the fauces or lai^nz, and could assign no pos- 
sible cause for the aphonia^ I was at a loss what course of 
treatment to pursue, and so did nothing, comforting her with 
the hope that she might one day regain her voice as suddenly 
as she had lost it. 

In December, 1860, her hernia came down, could not be re- 
duced, and became strangulated, resisting all the attempts of 
Dr. Bicherson, who was first called, and of myself subse- 
quently, to reduce it. In our attempts, we used the inhalation 
of sulphuric ether twice each time; the patient, on her re- 
covei^, expressing her belief that she articulated with less 
effort, tklthoU]^ she still spoke in whispers. Finally, a resort 
to the knife became necessary, and she was again brought fully 
under the influence of the anaesthetic, l^he operation was pro- 
tracted firom several causes, and she was under the fail influ- 
ence of the ether for nearly two hours. As soon as she had 
fblly recovered firom the effects of the anSDsthetics, she «x- 
Idl^med, aipparentiy wfth the greatest delight, and in quite an 
audible voice, — ^^ Doctor, I can speak," and tihe has been 
'^'i^peaking^* fluently ever since, noW nearly three mont^. 

I ialWays had a suspicion that hysteria was at the bottom ot 
Htnm case of iaphonia ; and Dr. Bichards, the reporter of the 
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London case, asks — ^^ May it not be reasonable to conclude that 
this case was one of mere hysteria ?" 

It is possible that many chronic forms of throat difficulty, 
whether attended or not by aphonia, might be benefited, when 
all other means fail, as they are so apt to do, by the stimulating, 
anaesthetic, or antispasmodic effects of ether or chloroform, 
which treatment, the perusal of these cases may induce others 
to try. American Medical Times. 



Tiratrum Viride in Pneumonia. By Samuel Petebs, M.D., 

Crescent, Saratoga County, N. Y. 

It is well understood in the profession, that a few of its 
members repose great confidence in the use of veratrum viride 
in pneumonia. I wish to record my humble name among this 
few. Having been for several years a careful observer of its 
powers in this disease, I deem it due to the profession that I 
make known the result. This is done with the greatest plea- 
sure, from not having met with that accumulation of favorable 
testimony in the journals, which I expected. Moreover, Prof. 
Wood says, in his Therapeutics, vol. ii., page 155 (and no one 
will dare to question such authority hastily), that ^^ it should 
not be employed to the exclusion of the lancet ;" also, that 
^^ when the state of the system does not admit of depletion, it 
may sometimes, I have no doubt, be employed with advan- 
tage;" and again, that ^' it has been much employed, especially 
in the South, where pneumonia often assumes a form which 
does not well bear depletion." 

Now, as my observations have led me to a conclusion some- 
what differing from what is taught in the above quotations, 
the propriety of this simple statement will be admitted. I 
shall not attempt a discussion of the question of depletion, 
which has been fairly met by some of the distinguished lead- 
ers in the profession, and ably and fearlessly discussed. I will 
here endorse the language of Prof. Flint, that ^^ I do believe, 
that in the great majority of cases, even when the disease is 
observed from its commencement, blood-letting is not called 
for." 
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My first experience in the use of veratmm occurred in April, 
1855. I selected a case, the subject of which was a man about 
twenty-eight years old, of spare form and thin chest, whose 
mother had previously died of phthisis. ' His right lung was 
extensively inflamed, and I believe that under the ordinary 
treatment he would not have survived. He made a perfect 
recovery ; not, however, without encountering great danger. 
Soon after this, it was made use of in other cases, and since 
that time I have scarcely passed a day without having it in my 
possession. The number of cases I have treated with it, can 
not be given. It is, however, not small, and although I have 
depended on it in every one, except infants of a few months, 
not one has proved fatal. This success may, perhaps, be par- 
tially attributed to the fact that there have happened in con- 
nection with the cases, no serious complications. Children 
and adults of various ages, from two to eighty years, and of 
almost every grade of constitution, have been subjected to its 
action, and the result has been perfect recovery, so far as I am 
aware, in every instance. 

Although I will not assume the responsibility to condemn 
remedies, nor would I wish even to weaken unduly any confi- 
dence reposed in them, yet in a general practice in pneumonia, 
I have not employed venesection, antiniony and calomel (ex- 
cept in one case, which will be shortly noticed), because they 
did not seem to be called for by any peculiarity which would 
imperatively demand their use ; and moreover, the convales- 
cence after the veratrum treatment appeared to be more rapid 
and favorable. The case excepted, was one of extreme con- 
gestion of nearly the entire both lungs, in the person of a full- 
chested, thick-necked, muscular man, about thirty-eight years 
of age, in whom sufibcation strongly threatened. In such a 
case, venesection boldly carried out, offers, I think, the only 
chance for aiding this vital organ in carrying on a degree of 
aeration of blood sufficient to sustain life, till the action of 
other appropriate remedies can be secured. In the language 
of Dr. Markham, London Lancet, 1868, vol. i., page 206, "it 
is practiced here, not so much to reduce the inflammatory pro- 
cess, as to set free the action of a vital organ." With such ex- 
ceptions, the early stage, the bounding pulse, the painful 
respiration, and the young strong subject, will not, as they 
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have not done hitherto, tempt me to resort to the lancet. Lax- 
atives, opium at night, demulcents, occasionally a blister and 
animal broths after the veratrum has established its full influ* 
ence on the circulation, comprehend about the only agencies 
employed. 

The usual duration of the disease, from its commencement of 
treatment to the establishment of convalescence, was six or 
seven days. In a few cases, this period was much shortened, 
convalescence being fairly established in two or three days. In 
this, I can not be mistaken, as they presented the usual subjec- 
tive and physical symptoms. 

The plan of Dr. Norwood was to commence with seven or 
eight drops, and repeat every three hours, increasing ope drop 
at each dose, till emesia occurred, or the pulse w.as diminished 
in frequency ; then reduce the last dose one half. This course 
I found produced powerful action, and generally caused such 
a degree of alarm, that the attending physician was hastily 
summoned, even after an explanation had been previously 
given of the harmlessness of the symptom; when the appro- 
priate reniedies were resorted to. The great obstacle to its 
general use was obviated by smaller doses in the commence- 
ment, and a more gradual increase. The better way is to or- 
der about four drops every three hours, and increase one drop 
every fourth dose, till vomiting ensues, or the pulse becomes 
reduced in frequency or free perspiration is induced; in 
either case, to diminish the dose, slightly. Administered in 
this way, I have never observed any of its alarming efiects, al- 
though I have persevered with it for days together uninter- 
ruptedly. 

Compared with digitalis, in referei^ce to its convepience in 
meeting the demands of the country physician, for agents that 
can he managed by ordinary attendants, veratrum, as a nerv- 
ous sedative, is far supei'ior, both in respect to its safety and to 
the certainty of its action. I believe, however,, that it pos- 
sesses little value^ unless ita controlling action upon the circu- 
lation be secured and steadily maintained ; and that this main- 
tenance can only be effected by the frequent repetition of the 
dose. In this respect, it is witirely unlike digitalis, which 
generally continues in action for several days. In old persons, 
with enfeebled constitutions, I have been particularly gratified 
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with its favorable action. To observe it softening and cooling 
the surface, bathing it in free perspiration, removing gradually 
the anxious expression of countenance, promoting free and easy 
expectoration, and all with a certainty of action that can be 
realized of few other remedies, is surely enough to demand the 
confidence of every observer. Ibid. 



Prafessional CareUisnees. 

Having been recently obliged to search, for a specific ob- 
ject, through a druggist's file of prescriptions, we were repaid 
for the loss of a couple of hours, by the entertainment and 
amusement it afforded, and received more than an equivalent 
for the dusty labor by an appreciation of the moral which was 
necessarily deduced. 

The most remarkable feature of the recipes was thechiro- 
graphy, a considerable portion of which was so execrable as to 
be illegible. This may have been partly owing to our own de- 
ficiency, having never had any instruction in deciphering hiero- 
glyphics, and no more trying experience in cachigraphy than 
spelling out the manuscript, which is the wearying fate of a 
medical editor. Having, in this occupation, wearied our eyes, 
and burned much *' midnight oil," we supposed ourself an ex- 
pert in comprehending doctors' writing ; but in attempting to 
read many of these specimens, our classic lore was in vain put 
to its fullest stretch, and our knowledge of cryptography, and 
shrewdness at guessing, did not avail. 

The pharmaceutist, from practice at this kind of guessing, 
seemed quite expert, and occasionally, for our edification, read 
an old formula. Here were evidences of the peculiar thera- 
peutic inclinations of the great variety of practitioners. The 
heroic with his potentials, the expectant with his infinitesimals, 
and the blunderer with his incompatibles. One was a prescrip- 
tion for pills weighing each half a pound, but concerning 
which we were relieved by being informed that they were pre- 
scribed by a veterinarian. Another was incomprehensible, 
excepting the directions for using, which read laconically thus : 
— " co<A. i. df.,'' and which, with the eye of faith, we saw meant 



1861.] PBOFESSIOKAL OARBLKSSIinSSB. 311 

teaspoonM three times a day. Sach old terms as, Pil. Gerul. 
Tinct. Thebaicse, PnW. Jacobi, Calomelanos, Liq. Saturni, etc., 
were common. Whilst the greater number were in penciling, 
some were indited with an&mic looking ink, which, from its 
pallor, evidently stood in need of additional doses of iron. 

The paper used for writing these prescriptions on, varied as 
greatly as the chirography. Some were on spotless sheets, of 
firm texture, while others were flimsy^ foul, and ragged, and 
seemed to have to undergone fatty degeneration. Scraps of all 
kinds had been impressed on emergencies, as the blank sides 
of old manuscripts, pages from culinary receipt books, and fly- 
leaves apparendy from well-thumbed prayer books, or sugges- 
tive of a similar sacrilegious resort to the family Bible. Al- 
most any scrap on which pen or pencil could make its mark, 
seemed to have been thought good enough to write down a 
therapeutic verdict, the result, perhaps, of long-studied diag- 
nosis, or learned consultation. 

We have often heard, and occasionally seen, evidence of the 
extreme slovenliness of some ^^ country doctors,'' in the man- 
ner in which they keep their pharmaceutical arrangements, 
but do not think such habits are any more discreditable than 
the frequent civic custom of slovenly prescription writing. 

However, the same logic applies to the former class. We 
have seen one who^ carried his entire naateria medica loosely in 
the inguinal pouches of his breeches, and the caudal pockets 
of his coat, with the exception of a high and dry repository 
for plasters in his hat. Another ruralist, in active practice, 
acknowledged that his entire surgical armament is a bistoury, 
which, like the Hudibrastic weapon, answers alike the pur- 
poses of vaccination, amputation, or dissection, and our atten- 
tion was drawn to its post-prandial use as a tooth-pick. 

We have seen the dispensing establishment of one of the 
same style of petitioners, with its beggarly array of empty 
boxes, and ^ver^fiUed bundles of musty herbs and worm-eaten 
seeds. Stale ointments and wheel-grease lie in congenial 
proximity, and the walls are adorned with a mildewed diplo- 
ma, and cobwebb^d fragments, of old harness. Some bones 
and clay pipes, and a rat-eaten apatomical preparation, are pre- 
sided over by the inevitable office student. The latter fixture 
wears tbe same classic hue of d^ist as all the rest, and, as Dr. 
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Drake says of such a character, however idle, he will be always 
absorblDg a little medicine ; especially if he slee|)S beneath the 
greasy counter. 

Slovenliness in prescribing or dispensing, whether urban or 
mstic, evinces the same want of professional spirit. A clean 
sheet of paper can, in the city, always be obtained, and a few 
additional seconds spent in writing, and in avoiding extreme 
abbreviation of terms, will render the manuscript more legible 
to the pharmaceutist, and may avoid error in dispensing. In 
the country, such apartments ^s that portrayed in the above 
picture, are, it is believed, becoming rare since the spread of 
medical organization and general intelligence, yet there is still 
a tendency that way, and what we have pictured is but an ex- 
aggeration of the fault of most such establishments. 

Phila. 'Medical arid Surgical Reporter. 



Chlorate of Potash in ihs Treatment of Phthisis^ Scrofula^ 

and Other Dieeaaea. 

Dr. E. J, Fountain, of Iowa, reports in the American Medi- 
cal Monthly, several cases treated by the chlorate of potash in 
corroboration of his belief that' the unpleasant effects which 
some have observed to follow its administration, are due, in a 
great measure, to the impurity of the drug employed, and in 
some degree to an injudicious method of administering it. 
Since he has commlsnced using the French preparation of ab- 
solute purity, he has not known a single instance where it has 
produced either diarrhea or loss of appetite. A brief abstract 
of his cases will illustrate the difference in effects of this and 
that ordinarily sold by druggists. 

» i • • 

Case 1. — ^Physical signs plainly indicated tubercles in both 
•lungs, with cavities in the lefk. Prescribed chlorate of potash 
in drachm doses, three times daily, wheti increase of appetite, 
diminution of expectoration, relief of oppression' and dyspnoea, 
and general improvement foUoT^d. If the treatment was 
suspended for a few days, the unpleasant symptoms were ag- 
gravated, but soon subsided on resuming the medicine. The 
treatment was continued for over Wo months, "at no time 
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producing either diarrhea, nausea^ or a sense of loathing.' 
At length the patient was so much improved as to venture 
upon a long walk, which so overtasked her strength that she 
never entirely recovered from the extreme prostration which 
followed. Soon atter this, the chlorate began to disagree with 
her, when it was found that the last package she obtained was 
inferior to that previously employed. The druggust being out 
of the French preparation, had obtained a supply from a neigh- 
bor, which proved to be impure, having a nauseous taste, of- 
fending the stomach, and did no geod. The following was his 
method of piliescidbing : — Potass, chlorat. pulv. 3 vj. ft. ch. 
No. xvj., one powder to be taken each day in throe doses, each 
extemporaneously dissolved in a sufficient quantity of hot wa- 
ter ; the first dose in the morning to be taken after breakfast. 

Case 2. — Phthisis. — ^Ordered 3 ij. of saturated solution (one 
drachm of the chlorate) three times a day, after meals ; rapid 
improvement followed, with corresponding change in the phy- 
sical signs ; medicine tolerated for several weeks, increasing 
the appetite and powers of digestion. 

Case 5.— ^Ohrbnic eczematous eruption, for which was pre- 
scribed a wine-glassful of the saturated solution, morning and 
evening. A few weeks afterward, the patient stated that he 
felt greatly relieved of a pulmonary difficulty which had been 
gradually increasing upon him for years, which, however, he 
had not mentioned when he first came under treatment ; and 
having no previous knowledge of the properties of the chlo- 
rate, there was no room for deception. 

Case 6. — ^A girl aged 12, with foetid discharge: from the ear, 
since the age of 11 months. Iron, iodine, cod-liver oil, iod. of 
potassium, had'be^n prescribed at different periods without any 
material benefit. After takitigthi'ee tablespoonfuls of the sat- 
urated solution,' ^morcfing and evening for about two we^ks, 
the discharge entirely disappeared. . * 

* * » 

Oases 7, 8, 9, 10, bnd 11, were generally of a strumous 
ehara(:^er, and improved under the same treatment, the medi- 
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cine not offending the stomach, but, on the contrary, improv- 
ing the appetite and digestion. 

Oasb 12. — Carbnncles. — Prescribed half an ounce of the 
chlorate daily, and in a few days was informed that it tasted 
repulsive, produced diarrhea and nausea. Upon examination, 
this was found to be impure, and another package ordered 
from a place where none but the French chlorate is kept. This 
was not nauseous, produced no diarrhea,^ and at the time of 
writing the patient was recovering on its use. Case 12 is a 
complete recovery of a bad case of morbus coxarius in a little 
girl of six years. A tablespoonful of the sat. sol. was given 
three times a day until the cure was effected. 

Dr. F. concludes his paper by insisting upon the necessity of 
obtaining a pure article, and not unjustly condemning it, be- 
cause there is much that is impure in the market. He does 
not protend to say that none but the French chlorate is per- 
fectly pure, but he knows of no other that he can depend upon. 
^^ It is in small scales and flakes, of brilliant appearance and 
pearly whiteness." In using it, he makes a saturated solution 
in hot water, which cooling, some of the salt is precipitated, 
leaving in solution about one ounce to the pint, or one drachm 
to two ounces, which he prescribes in appropriate doses with- 
out ftirther dilution. — Amer. Med. Times. 



Intellectual Edv4xUion. * 

All persons of the least reflection, must conclude that the 
education of the intellectual faculties should be in the precise 
order and nature of tiie faculties themselves^ 

It has been concluded, and we think very jostly, that the in- 
tellectual training a child spontaneously receives, during the 
first seven years of life, is of more value to future life, than all 
that is received through schools, academies and colleges. The 
value of this early and spontaneous training, does not, except 
in part, consist of the knowledge acquired, but mostly, we think, 
in the ability the perceptive faculties acquire of acting with 
facility and ease. 
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Indeed, but for the spootaneons cnltnre of the intellectnal 
faculties daring the first few years of life, the time expended 
in schools subseqaently , would be so much wasted time ; be- 
cause it is mostly expended in the acquisition of names or the 
signs of ideas, and consequently their acquisition is of no 
value, until the ideas they represent shall have been acquired ; 
because names are of no use, except as the vehicles of our ideas 
in communicating them to others. 

It is an old adage, that self-made people are the best made ; 
if, then, the means by which people are self-made be carefully 
investigated, is it not possible, indeed probable, that much 
assistance might be rendered to youth, to assist them in 
making themselves ? We entertain very strongly the affirm- 
ative. 

And now to the question — ^How are people self-made? We 
answer, self-made people have generally been the children of 
such progenitors as were unable to provide for their children 
the disadvantages of scholastic institutions ; hence they had 
the advantages of an unrestrained exercise of their muscles, 
and also of their perceptive faculties. By the former, they 
acquired sound and vigorous bodies, and by the latter, they 
endowed those bodies with practically efficient minds. By this 
exercise, they acquired strength for their perceptive faculties, 
with an ability to obtain correct ideas from all the impressions 
made upon their senses, and thus they become superiorly ex- 
pert in all the relations of practical life. By social intercourse 
and a little log-cabin literature, they acquire such a store of 
the signs of ideas as may be requisite to enable them to com- 
municate their ideas and impressions to others. 

By this educational process, all the intellectual faculties 
have acquired the ability to act with facility and ability in 
all possible emergencies. What is wanting? Simply that 
burnish or tinsel which scholastic advantages confer. 

Now suppose the self-made, and the scholastically-made 
gentlemen, to become competitors in any enterprise of high 
importance, and it requires no prophet to inform us as to which 
will have the success. 

What made the mill-boy Henry Olay, the most gifted orator, 
in our opinion, the human race has produced? A high order 
of mental organization by nature, a short log-cabin educaiion 
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in the signs of the most simple ideas, and an unrestrained free- 
dom of muscle and mind in the slashes of hid native Virginia. 
But we have no doubt that the mill-boy could have been greatly 
aided in the labor of making himself, bj a teacher who could 
have taught him how to observe, and by introducing to his 
senses proper objects for observation with appropriate explana- 
tions, and as soon as he acquired an idea, to have given him 
the name. 

K our school teachers were acquainted practically with natu- 
ral history, and would take their pupils into the woods, mea- 
dows and river margins, and set them to hunting for all varie- 
ties of natural objects, and when anything was found, as a 
flower, an insect, a shell, or a fossil, call them around him and 
allow them all to see it, and indicate to them its distinguish- 
ing peculiarities, and finally present them with its name. K 
this were the course of our juvenile instruction, we would, 
when the present generation passed away, cease to meet with 
men and women who could see and hear but perceive not — for 
an incapacity of perception is the great deficiency in the intel- 
lect of our age. We have many learned men and women, fine 
logicians, but it is rarely that we meet with either arguments 
or conclusions in which the premises are sound ; and for this 
reason, much of our philosophy is but worthless speculation, 
or mere sophistry. 

With a view of making our children useful and efficient 
members of society, we would much prefer to give them an 
unrestrained liberty of mind and body to the age of ten 
years, or even longer if deemed requisite, to secure health 
and a proper developipent, than to enter them in school — 
that is, such schools as we have — at the age of four or five 
years, and keep them there till said to be educated. For if, at 
the age of ten years, they have sound bodies and intellects dis* 
ciplined by a free intercourse with the external wprld, a year 
or two of schola,stic advantages. will reqder them all that can 
reasonably be hoped of them. 

Human happiness is much more dependent oa a respectable 
degree of perceptive intellect, than is generally suspected. The 
mind that is capable of an able p^xeption of all that surrounds 
it, is never gloomy. We have the cranj,a of many suicides, 
and we have seen manv more, but we have not known a sui- 
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cide to have had more than a feeble perceptive ability. We 
conceive that the incalculable variety of surrounding nature 
was intended, at least in a great part, for the development of 
the perceptive intellect of the animal world, and we regard it 
as a crime to deprive a child of the privilege of the advantages 
of the external world, by confining it in an A B school- 
house. 

The truth is, there is prevailing in society no proper 
conception of the educational process. It is supposed to con- 
sist in the amount of information required ; when, in truth, 
it should consist in such a training of the mental faculties 
as will capacitate them for a ready and useful action in fu- 
ture life. 

Suppose a Miss to be taught all that can be taught of the 
science of music, from books, so that she becomes absolutely 
learned in the science. Now, suppose her to be required to 
execute a piece on the piano, can she do it? No! Why not? 
Because she knows nothing about it — she has learning, but no 
knowledge. What, then, is the value of learning? It is sim- 
ply this : it can guide her to the acquisition of knowledge. A 
child may receive at school all the learning of the world, and 
yet, when called upon the theater of practical life, he will find 
himself just as incapable of useful action as the Miss was when 
she was first attempted to perform on the piano. Finally, the 
education of children should commence with things, their re- 
lations and conditions, and when they shall have thus been en- 
abled to acquire ideas, then their nominative faculties may bo 
brought into requisition to acquire the signs of ideas. This is 
the natural order of the human faculties, and hence the proper 
order. Powell '« Journal of Human Science. 



Bromide of Iodine as a Topical Application in Diphtheria. 

(To the Editor of the Americaa Konthjly Times.) 

Sib: — In the treatment of diphtheria, I believe all sound 
practitioners are agreed that it is of prime importance to do 
everything calculated to nourish and sustain the patient, whilst 
administering such medicines as tend to correct the spansemia, 
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BO frequently if not nniversallj recognised as one of its most 
striking features. 

In common with many others, I have relied mainly on the 
tincture of sesquichloride of iron, for internal administration. 
Kor has my experience failed to convince me of its excellence. 
It has the superiority over the chlorate of potash, in not dis- 
agreeing with the stomach, when properly diluted, and of not 
producing the exhausting diarrhea which I have known, occa- 
sionally, to follow the use of the salt 

My object in addressing you this note is not to speak of the 
general medication in diphtheria, so much as to call attention 
to the fact that, in five cases, I have found great benefit from a 
topical application of which I have seen no published recom- 
mendation. 

In the winter of 1859-60, a student of the University Medi- 
cal College sufiered from an exceedingly severe attack of the 
disease. There were all the well marked constitutional symp- 
toms, with swelling of the lateral cervical glands, and abun- 
dant patches of exudation on the tonsils, uvula, roof of the 
mouth, and posterior pharyngeal wall. This gentleman was a 
son of Doctor Webb, of Hempstead, Long Island. As a pro- 
bably fatal prognosis had been made in the case, ther young 
man's father had come to New York, bringing with him a vial 
containing a mixture of Bromide of Iodine^ in mucilage or 
syrup of gum arable — ^two drops of the former to a fluid-ounce 
of the vehicle. This, he said he had heard, was a good anti- 
septic, and might prove useful in his son's chse, as there was 
the usual foetid character of the breath. Drachm doses of the 
medicine were taden internally, at intervals of several hours ; 
and with a camel's hair pencil, it was applied frequently to the 
patches of exudation. 

It certainly acted as a disinfectant ; but it was followed by a 
remarkable change in the appearance of the membranes. 
Within twenty-four hours, they had, apparently, broken 
down — disappearing in spots, entirely, and leaving the mu- 
cous membrane red and smooth, where the white exudation 
had formerly existed. Within die next eighteen hours, the 
&uces and palate were entirely freed from all peculiar matter.* 



* The patient mbsequeotlx recoTered. 
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Tlie next case in which I used it, occurred in a lad of thir- 
teen, who had, two years previoasly, suffered seyerelj from 
scarlet fever. The diphtherial exudation was extensive, the 
constitutional symptoms very grave, and the angina of the most 
marked type. 

To test the remedy in question, I applied it to the left tonsil, 
which was hypertrophied very considerably, and completely 
covered with an exudation, having very much the appearance 
of white chamois skin, soaked in water. In twelve hours, the 
edges commenced to loosen, and in twelve hours more, the 
whole mass was coughed out, leaving a very red and bleeding 
surface under its former place. This patch measured a line 
and a half in thickness, and was an inch in length by three 
quarters of an inch in breadth. Exudation had commenced to 
form on the uvula, when the application was made to the ton* 
sil. It soon ceased to spread, and was but ephemeral. 

In the last case under my care, a girl of thirteen, whom I 
had attended seven years ago with well marked scarlatina, the 
eanidation involved the tonsils and spread to the uvula after 
the fourth day. The Bromide of Iodine at once checked the 
foBtor of breath, and in twenty -four hours caused a com- 
plete disappearance of membrane both from the tonsils and 
urvula. 

I spare the details of two. other cases, as they were not of 
such character to to make a different description necessary. 

I submit tbese facts to the profession, well knowing with 
what diffidence we should look upon new ^^discoveries" in the 
remedial world, and hoiping that the true value of Doctor 
Webb's suggestion may be ascertained in the only proper man- 
ner, i. e., by the result of many observations. I should have 
waited for more than five cases, before presuming to address 
you ; but, as my practice does not furnish me with the great 
number of patients that some of my medical brethren have 
encountered, I indulge the hope that their more extended field 
of observation macf enable them to do what I have suggested 
abov6. 

The topical appUc^on that I have employed has consisted 
of four or five drops of the Bromide, to the fluid ounce of Gum 
SjTup, well applied to the diphtherial patches, every two hours. 
There is ndthing unpleasant to the taste or smaU in the tincture 
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thus prepared, DotwithstandiDg the very disagreeable nature, 
in both these respects, of the purte liquid. It is well to con- 
' tinue its use, less frequently, until the mucous membrane shall 
have resumed its normal appearance. 
Jan, 21, 1861. Johm T. Metoalfb, M.D. 
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CLINICAL EEPORTS. 

NewiorCs Clinical Institute, — Winter Session of 1860-'61. — 

Services of Prof. R. S. Newton. 

Gentlemen : — I now present you a case of scrofiila, in this 
boy, Michael Gillabd, aged 14. He states that his general 
health has been good until the last three months, when the 
glands about the neck became diseased. They appear en- 
larged as far as you can press the finger down. The anterior 
and posterior cervical glands seem afiected alike ; you observe 
there is redness. His father says there is no discharge from 
them ; the boy has no headache, and his health has appeared 
good until the present difficulty commenced ; he says none of 
his other children are affected. 

I will call your attention, this afternoon, to the subject of 
scrofula. 

In most of our works on pathology, you will find that scroMa 
is laid down as an hereditary disease. Y<m will remember the 
remarks I niade Upon this subject, some few days since. I 
stated, that if the organization was not perfect, or there was 
not vitality enough in it, under proper citcumstances, a child 
might take some form of habit which might result as scrofola, 
consumption, or cancer. That they are diseases entirely he- 
reditary, I do not believe, t explained that* before. I will 
illustrate it in this way. A question is asl;ed — ^is presented to 
you, perhaps, as a question of medical jurisprudence — ^a wo- 
man miscarries, and it is ascertained, aft^rt^ birth of ihe 
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child, that it has. all the symptoms of syphilis, the product of 
hereditary taint. Now the question arises at pno^, if it is true 
or not? I have seen a case of the kind brpi^ghtiip in our 
Court. . If we admit that syphilis may be entailed, what pugb^ 
we to adn;Lit in the other diseases ? There is no doubt that the 
system may become so poisoned ^ith the syphilitic virus, that 
the progeny may partake more pr less of it, and the questioQ 
^lay be asked^ i3 there a direct entailment pitko disease ijbself, 
pr an imperfect organization which results in the development 
of disease ? Scrofula is a disiease which may be produced idio- 
pathically .. ' There are certain diflferences and conditions of hu- 
man organization, wher^ there is little vitality— «-where the deveU 
opment of the cerebellum is imperifect — where all the vital forces 
are weakened. The result is, if the child be of the same im-? 
perfect formatiop and development, then, under t^ese. circum- 
stances, you will have scrofula as the result. If the laws of 
health are violated, keeping the child weak and feeble, and, 
pot paying attention to proper jdiet, air, and* exercise, j;ou may 
expect the saine results. You will find a want of .appetite ; 
the child wiU become restless, feeble, ha,vj.ug up desire to take 
exercise, no desire to eat, and, as I illustrated it to you before 
in the case of the potatoc; — if you keep it from the sun an4 
air, and cramp it by pressing th€^ earth around it, it will be- 
come weak, pale, and uqfit for, food. 

. Now, what do you. find i Take this case before, you. The 
father says his other children had nothing of this kin4 ; but I 
think this is a mistake, ^s I treated one ottei* of his children, 
which also had scrofula. And why? Because they live poor; 
their diet is poor; they are dirty in their habits, and in their 
condition, from day to day ; they are exposed to th§ inclemency 
of the weather, with poor, nourishment, and but little to.ea.t. 
And the result is what? Why, just as wq see here — scrofula* 
It does not originate with either father or mother, l;>ecau8o.they 
never had scrofula. You will, always find it in n^ne-te^ths of 
the cases presented here. 

How does it act ? What Is scrofula ? It is an Emitted fact, 
gentlemen, claimed, by pathologists, that there is a weak and 
imperfect condition gf th|8 blood, in cases of scrofula. You 
find it deficient in fibrin, and there is a weak (condition of the 
nervous system, resulting in fever and a low, absorbent actioa. 
3 
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The effete matter which ought to be thrown out of the system, 
is retained ; the liver becomes torpid ; the blood docs not cir- 
culate as it should ; the urine is generally scanty ; the excre- 
tions of the bowels are white ; there is either diarrhea or con- 
stipation of the bowels. You find that the tongue of the pa- 
tient is white; that there is a little redness. The lips are 
the same way. In most of the cases the eyes are blue, and 
generally the hair is light and wiry. This is the form yon 
meet most frequently. You find that when suppuration takes 
place, you have not a healthy, cream-like pus, but a sanioos 
discharge, a mixture of blood and pus. You have to use caus- 
tics, such as Sulphate of Zinc, Iron, or Potash, for the purpose of 
inducing a healthy action. That is the local treatment. For 
constitutional treatment, use everything that will nourish and 
support the system. All local applications in the treatment 
of scrofula, amount to little or nothing. In these cases, you 
can not promise a great deal fi'om your treatment, because the 
system is developed', and after a certain period of life there is 
no change taking place, sufficient to throw off this disease. It 
is only when you can change the improper action of the secre- 
tory and excretory and absorbent systems, and bring them into 
healthy action, that you can cure your patient. 

I would, then, suggest a vigorous diet, and recommend ac- 
tive exercise— if the patient could bear it — in the open air. 
He should never be kept in close rooms, or in rooms not suflB- 
ciently ventilated. Bathing the body once or twice a day with 
salt and water, or whisky and water, or some stimulant which 
would increase the circulation, and your patient will soon be- 
gin to have an appetite. To this you should pay special atten- 
tion in this class of diseases, and see that he has a good sup- 
ply of nourishing diet. In this disease, you find generally a 
vitiated appetite. A child will desire candies, pies, etc. Never 
let them have anything of this kind. 

- Now, in regard to medicine. "What are you going to do 
with medicine? You can not change the organization with it. 
Yon can do a great deal more good by the aid of exercise and 
pure air, and good food, than by medicine. If you use medi- 
cine, it should be of that kind which would increase the quan- 
tity as well as the quality of the blood. For this the vegeta- 
ble tonics are indicated ; various chalybeate preparations are 
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indicated. In using the chalybeate preparations, you should 
be exceedingly careful in cases of scrofula in children, not to 
push them too far. In using alteratives, such as the Iodide of 
Potash — which sometimes I have prescribed in these cases — 
you must also be careful, for they may produce great harm, if 
not used properly. Hydragogue cathartics must not be used, 
they are not necessary in these cases, as they impoverish the 
blood. Perhaps there is none in this country, of the class of 
remedies known as alteratives, used more generally than the 
Iodide of Potassium. You are aware that it will excite 
the glandular system, so as to produce ptyalism like mer- 
cury, yet it will not bo followed by the sloughing of the 
gums, etc. Iodide of Potassa, when given in large doses, 
sometimes occasions pain in the head, and dimnesss of 
vision, and produces nausea, irritation of the stomach, 
and redness of the tongue. It dissolves more or less the 
globules in the blood, and dissolves the fibrinous portion; 
alters the condition of the circulation, and incireases the serous 
portion of it. It is one of those remedies that will not incre^-se 
the strength of the constitution under any circumstances. 
Then you may ask the question here, why it is used in scrofula ? 
I will give the reason why I use it. I stated to you that the whole 
glandular system becomes inactive from the want of nervous 
supply, which it ought to receive. You may stimulate — and any 
kind of stimulant will increase the power of the nervous sys- 
tem, or the nerves of a part — ^but this is only temporary. This 
can not be continued for any length of time, or the patient be- 
comes exhausted by over-action, and he is then worse than he 
was before, and the absorbents and secretions become relaxed. 
But you can use the Iodide of Potassium, and I think that 
there is no remedy, strictly speaking, that acts as well upon 
the glandular system. It is a powerful stimulant, and it may 
be called a powerful solvent; and, like Alcohol and other 
stimulants, you can only use it under certain circumstances. 
I have known cases where the patient has been kept under it 
for months. I shall order it for this boy : — 

]^. — Potass. lodid., 3 ij. 

Syrupus Stillingia, c. 3 iv. 

M. Of this, let him take one teaspoonful, four times a day. 
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While using this salt, the patient should not w&e any of the 
acids. Ton will be careful in using it not to. give it in cpm- 
bination with an acid. 

The compound Syrup of Stil],in^ia is a powerful stimulant. 
It is a.stiniulant and alterative, yet in time it produces irrita- 
tion of bowels and diarrhea ; but in proper time and doses, it 
exercises a beneficial alterative action over the whole glandu- 
lar system. •.»:.'.: 

I shall, perhaps, order the vegetable tonic^ in this case, and 
perhaps Iron, and will inform you -what may be prescribed 
fi-om time to time, for this class of agents are generally bene- 
ficial when they follow the Iodide of Fota^sium^ and Syrup of 
Stillingia. • . . ' • > 

There is no class of disease that has received more attention 
from the profession than scrofula. In the European hospitals, 
there has been much time spent in experiments on articles of 
diet in these cases. The opinion has always been, that. persons 
of scrofulous habits should not use meats or greases. Some 
four years since, in an European institution for scrofula, they 
introduced a series of experiments to test the opposite doctrine, 
that persons should be fed upon grease and fats, Tliey took 
two classes of patients who were similarly constituted. One 
they treated with Alterative treatment ; the other without any 
medicine at all. They gave them all they could eat, and sub- 
jected them to gymnastic exercises ; then gave them butter, fats, 
etc., as much as they could eat. At the end of twelv^ months, 
they had cured t^iirty per cent, over the former. Gentlemen, I 
have had some cases in my hands for three or four years. Just 
in proportion as you can increase the appetite, just so will you 
find the child improve. I think it is pretty good practice. In 
these cases, I use Glycerine a great deal. Some use Cod-Liver 
Oil ; but Cod-Liver Oil is expensive to use in these cases, and 
Glycprine may be used for the same purpose, giving the child 
beef-steaks, etc. I do not think that pork, or fat of the hog, is 
good for this class of patients, although they have a great de- 
sire for it.* 

Then, gentlemen, your treatment in scrofula, is, first, altera- 
tives, followed by tonics and plenty of exercise, and freedom 
from care or study.- A scrofulous child should never be sent to 
school until ten or eleven years of age. I have no doubt that 
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many constitntionB are broken up by exhausting children by 
forcing them tosWdy. * 'We often find thfe scrofulous habit af- 
fecting the biiny structure, producing rickets or' softening of the 
bones, for the want of ftuflScient' vitality of the system. We 
find it under other circumstances, producing, in the adult, ul- 
ceration of the bones — also, the result of want of nutrition ; 
and which I. shall jJr^Sent to you in niy next lecture, under the 
head of diseases of the b^nefe." 'U'lceratibti of the bones is one 
of tSie forms most diflScult to treat, which are alike more trying 
both^o the physician and the patient than any other, and when 
you come to treat scrofulous patients, yott will find it diflScult 
to cure, for the rej&.s6ns. we hav6 jtist given.^ 



, > 
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EDITORIAL. 



OUR JOURNAL. • 

This number completes half of the volume of the Journal 
for 1861. As deteral 'hundred of our "subscribers are in ar- 
rears, we have concluded to makean index to the half volume, 
and discontinue the Journal to all such, until they pay up ; 
and as we are anxious that even, to such the Journal should 
not be incbmf)rete, we have indexed the same. ' 

Under ordinary pircuiijstances, we have been willing to spend 
*6ur time and money for the goo.d of the cause ; but now, things 
are changed, and we have to do to others as they do to us. 

We have labored long and hard to make the Journal useful 
to our readers, and wie ar6 under many obligations to the friends 
who have supported , the Journal from the time we first took 
hold of it, to the present time, and hope such may still mani- 
fest their interest in the cause of medical reform. 
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ARMY EXAMINATION. BAD TEETH— BAD PRAC- 
TICE, AND BAD ARRANGEMENT OF THE MEDI- 
CAL DEPARTMENT. WHO IS TO BLAME? WHO 
CAN SAVE OUR YOUNG MEN ? 

A few days since, we visited one of the military camps near 
our city, and had an opportunity of witnessing what was called 
an examination of the volunteers by the medical officer, in or- 
der to ascertain whether they filled the requisitions of the ser- 
vice, as to physical soundness and perfection. 

The whole thing was to us exceedingly farcical, as we were 
well acquainted with the so-called Doctor-in-regimentals. 
While many of the men in the medical staff of Ohio are fully 
competent for the position they occupy, the greater portion of 
them are, in every, respect, unfit for the important duties they 
have been appointed to discharge. It is a burning shame upon 
the system of appointment adopted, and will result in the death 
of thousands of young men in the army. Many of them are 
not capable of making a living by their profession at home, 
where they are known and appreciated, and are properly styled 
third-rate doctors. Some of these are placed in charge of 
regiments of men who, when in private life, would not consult 
them, even for the most trifling disease. 

A few incidents struck us with much force, and may be wor- 
thy of note here. 

Examination first. — " What is your name ?" 

Answer — " John Twistem." 

" What is your age ?" 

Answer — " Twenty-two years." > 

*' Let me see your teeth." (Here comes the cream of the 
examination.) 

Mr. Twistem opens his mouth to the fullest capacity, when 
lo ! and behold, our regimental Doctor finds no teeth. 

" How is this, sir ? You have lost your teeth." 

" Yes, sir," answers Mr. Twistem ; " a few months since, I 

had a mild attack of bilious fever, and Dr. treated me, 

during which time ho kept me salivated badly, and when I be- 
gan to recover, I was attacked by what the doctor called scur- 
vy, and after much dreadful suffering, my teeth all fell out." 
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Our regimental doctor remarked, " Sir, you can not pass, 
for we will not receive any man into the army who is not sup- 
plied with a good set of teeth, by which ho can bite off his 
cartridge preparatory to loading his gun." 

So Mr. Twistem was dismissed, and left the camp. Why? 

Because Dr. had salivated him until, in the eye of the 

army regulations, he was no man. 

A few days after this, whilst visiting the encampment, 
we accidentally saw one of the soldiers in the hospital in an 
awfully salivated condition ; and he, too, had been under the 
care of the regimental doctor. We could Hot refrain from ask- 
ing the question, if there was not much danger of soldier. No. 
2 soon being in a condition when he would not be " able to bite 
off his cartridge." 

In our opinion, the doctor who will disable his fellow man, 
and place him in a condition where it can be said of him, you 
are no man — or, in other words, you are not physically sound, 
therefore can not occupy any position which his country may 
desire him to fill — should be dealt with, legally, as he who 
would maim or otherwise injure his fellow by the assassin's 
knife or the burglar's pistol ball. 

The medical pretender has no right to run at large, or should 
he be allowed to practice medicine, if he is not able to remove 
disease from the system, without leaving the patient in a ten- 
fold worse condition than he found him. 

Our Legislatures should pass such laws as will protect the 
sick from being thus maimed for life, and punish in the State 
prison every such offender. 

A man steals sixteen dollars, and he may be sent to the peni- 
tentiary for three years. The Allopathic physicians, with their 
calomel, arsenic and the lancet, are killing their fellow men by 
thousands, and yet they are not made to suffer any penalty. 

There is, morally, no difference between him who kills with 
the assassin's knife, and he who kills with his poisonous medi- 
caments. 

There was a time when we had reason to believe that such 
a practice was right, and there was a time when Saul believed 
he was doing God's service, when he was killing Christians. 

The public, as well as the bigoted and self-inflated portion 
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of tie All6pathic doctors, have long since been taught by com- 
mon sense and by the constant and snccessfal teaching and 
pt^actice'of the Eclectic Medical profession, that such practice 
is not only wrong, but entirely unnecessary. 

We pfotest^irithe tiatnepf humanity, against the imposition 
i'6w practiced upon our volunteer soldiers in the regular sef- 
vice, that they should be shut up like pigs in a pen, and be b^^ 
'any Seeming Jegal authority, thus slaughtered ; while our vol- 
unteered soldiers, in private life, could not be induced to pat- 
ronize this deadly practice, have now, because they have vol- 
unteered into the service for the war, to lose their individuality, 
Bnd be forced to submit. This is wrong in every seriste, arid 
Vb ilo\i^p'i'edict that if the prelsodt war should last twelvb 
months, we will have to record one hundred deaths from com- 
moii diseases of the country and their treatment, to one killed 
In battle. ' . ' ' 

Such errors in the medical department of every army should 
b6 reformed, and the men have some voice in the choice of their 
physicians. Until |his is done, woe be to all who have the 
misfortune to be sick ! n. 



A EADICAL CUEE FOE CHILLS. 

4 , » . ' ' • 

In this western country, where numberless cases of intermit- 
tents of every type occur',*th6' question is alniost daily asked 
the physician, "Can you cure the chills?" To break up a 
paroxysm with Quinine is an easv .in Jitter, but to prevent its 
Jrettirn iS exceedingly difficult. Tnie following is the formula 
which we have* found to answer our purpose* the best, and which 
may be relied upon' in a majority of cases :— ' ' *' 

R . — Quinise Stilph., grs. xv. 
Strychnise, grs. iss. 
' * ' Capsici, grs. x. ' " 

' ' ' Spt. ViniGal., f3. '' ' / 

Mix. Sig. A teaspoonful three times a day. h. 
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ON THE USE OF QUININE IN PNEUMONIA. 

It is the opinion of some practitioners that Quinine is not 
indicated in pneninbnia, on account of its alleged property of 
increasing congestion ^f the pulmonary tissue. In a late ar- 
ticlis in one of the Philadeldhia medical journals, we noticed 
that some writer look the ground that Quinine. alone would 
produce hsemoptisis. Theoretically, we can see no reason why 
such an assumption should be made in regard to the action of 
this drug. Every one who has ever taken a dose of this medi- 
cine, is familiar with its effects upon the nervous system. The 
peculi^r-soutidp' produced by iti— resembling the buzzing of in- 
sects, or the rumbling of carriages oyer a plank road — clearly 
indicate that its specific effect is a. centric action upon th§ 
nervous centers, whereby their normal functions are, for the 
time^. interrupted. How this result is accomplished, we do not 
pretend tQ explain. If the position we haye. heretofore a,8r 
sumed, that the capillary circulation is controlled by the orr 
ganic system, of. nerves, be true, it is reasonable to. infer, thaj; 
as the deeply-seated ^centers are affected by it, the sympathetic 
ganglia are also influenced to a greater or less ^extent ; and 
hence, that some impression must be made upon the capillary 
circulation. Abundant testimony can be adduced to show that 
Quinine does exercise a decided and important control over 
inflammatory action. In confirmation of this position we need 
orily state, that in fevers, there is no better febrifuge that we 
can use, than Quinine in appropriate doses, even during th6 
period of febrile exacerbation ; and not long since, we noticed 
3 fa the Edinburgh Medical Journal, that one of the hospital 
{Jhyfeiciand of that city had experimented with Quinine in large 
doses in certain cases of puerperal peritonitis — the most dan- 
gerous of inflammations — with the most happy results, the pa- 
tients, without exception, having recovered under the use of a 
scruple every six hours, (with the employment of no other 
drug) in an incredibly short space of time. Since th^n, expe- 
rience has proved its eflScacy in various forms of inflamma- 
tions, 'we' may reasonably conclude that in inflammation of the 
parenchynia of therlimgs iimay be em'ployed with the expec- 
tation of a beneficial result. And, indeed, actual experiment 
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in numberless cases, has verified this belief. In our own prac- 
tice, we never omit the use of Quinine in pneumonia. 

The treatment we 'always pursue in this disease, may be 
briefly detailed as follows : In the first stages, we resort to 
the vapor bath, hot pedeluvia, diaphoretics and diuretics — al- 
ways using aconite — a good catharthic, and hot fomentations 
over the diseased lung. As soon as the bowels have been 
properly opened and diaphorisis established, we invariably put 
our patient upon Quinine, in doses of at least: — 

R. — Quinse Sulph., grs. iij. 
Ipecacuanhae, grs. ss. 

Mix. The above to be taken every three or four hours. 

We continue the above prescription, with arterial sedatives 
and appropriate revulsives, without any regard to whether the 
patient has fever or not. 

Such is our treatment ; and this plan has proved so success- 
ful in a section where pulmonary diseases prevail to a great 
extent, that we feel no disposition to seek a better. Our expe- 
rience is such that we can safely recommend to all practition- 
ers, Qninine in each and every case of pneumonia. 

H. 



HOSPITAL AND CLmiCAL FACILITIES. 

The Commercial Hospital of this city is now so organized 
that all medical students of the city enjoy equal privileges. 

In addition to our present Clinical arrangements, the Facul- 
' ty of the Eclectic Medical Institute have now organized a Dis- 
pensary upon such a plan and basis as will be of the greatest 
advantage to the students of the Institute. 

In connection with this subject, we publish in this number a 
special charter for the founding of a small Hospital in this 
city, which we hope soon to be able to put in successful opera- 
tion. We have already a considerable portion of the stock 
promised, and we have no doubt that when our country again 
assumes its wonted active business condition, there will then 
be no great difficulty in completing every arrangement for its 
ample endowment. n. 
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ECLECTIC DISPENSAEY OF CINCINNATI. 

This institution, organized in connection with the Eclectic 
Medical Institute, is now in fall operation, on a permanent 
basis. Its objects are, to furnish clinical facilities of a high 
order to the College — to thoroughly analyze the action of new 
remedies, and furnish a school of instruction in practical 
medicine to such students as wish to avail themselves of its 
privileges. 

The Medical Board for the ensuing year, is composed of — 

H. D. Gakrison, Attending Physician; 

Edwin Freeman, Attending Surgeon; 

John M. Souddeb, Consulting Physician; 

Z. Freeman, Consulting Surgeon; and 

John King, Consulting Obstetrician. 

This Board meets each week, on Friday, at the College 
building, at 2-J- o'clock. The attending physician and surgeon 
are in attendance daily, at that hour. 

We invite physicians to bring in patients for examination, 
or treatment, which in all cases will be gratuitous. We would 
also suggest that physicians forward to us new articles of our 
indigenous materia medica for trial, as the Dispensary will 
furnish facilities for thoroughly testing their value. 

A limited number of students will be received during the 
summer vacation. 

Address, Eclectic Dispensary, Box 2209, Cincinnati. 

s. 



ECLECTIC MEDICAL INSTITUTE. 

From the number of letters already received from the pro- 
fession throughout the country, we are induced to believe that 
the Class the coming fall and winter will be large, notwithstand- 
ing the present distracted state of the country. 

N. 
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STILLINGIA, AGAIN. 

Since w© began to bring before the profession, the use of 
Stillingia and its compounds, we- have been surprised at the 
amount of corroborative testimony wd have received from phy- 
sicians from all parts of tho country. - ^ 

It is not our intention to bring any one of the particu- 
lar preparations >nte «ioticc^ but as the profession have 
been furnished with the formula and mode of preparation 
of Seoviir^ Gompoifnd, and having used large quantities of 
this with continaed success, we must, in- jostice to the profes- 
sion say, that in this they have a compound that has loog been 
wanted by the profession fer'.the cure of the numerous diseases 
arising from an impure! state -of the blood. We have tested 
this compound so thoroughly oureelves, that we have no hesi- 
tation' in ksLjmg that' it will accomplish all th^t ,:any other 
medicine can for the diseases for which it, is recommended. 
Our publication of the formula in the'Joarnal for August, 
1860, has induced physicians to send us statements of oures 
per£drm9d by them by the use of this misdicine, "vphile. others 
have written to us for dnformatiou respecting this compound. 
Asour time is so muek occupied, we can only refer to articles 
published in June. last, that the profession may know not only 
our Qpinion, but that .of other ^medical men. Were it neces- 
sary, we could fill this No. with physicians' testimoqi^ls, c(^ 
roborating^our opinion, of this compound, of StilUiigiiji/. 



GOOD SUEGEONS AND PHYSICIANS. 

There never has before, during the history of this country, 
been a time when a greater number of first class surgeons and 
physicians were in such demand. This fact should stimulate 
physicians to greater proficiency, and induce students to, enter 
the profession. Now is the time for nden to distinguish 'thtoi- 
selves, by being able to place upon record the results of their 
practice, illustrating the good they have done in not only re- 
lieving the sufferings of their fellow men, but also in saving 
lives. N. 
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« 

ECLECTIC MEDICAL INSTITUTE, OF CINCINNATI. 

Chartered in 1845. Whole number of Matriculants, including 
the Winter Session of 1860, and Spring Session of 1861, 3,196» 

Whole number of Graduates, including the Winter and 
Spring Session of 1860-.'61, 982. 

BOARD' OF TRUSTEES. 

W, F. HuBLBUT, Esq.j Prea.^ O. E. Newton, M.D., 

N. Headinqton, Esq., F. P., W. H. Lathrop, Esq., 

K S. Newton, M.D., Treas., ' T. C. Thorp, M.D., 

J. G. HiiNSHALL, Seo'y.y J. P. Cunningham, 

L. E. Jones, M.D., . J. P. Mayer, 

Z. Freeman, M.D., H. Leonard, 

J. M. ScuDDBB, M.D., W. B. Pierce, Esq. 

FACULTY: 

L. E. JONES, M. D., 

professor of materia uedica, therapeutics and medical BOTA^rr. 

R. S. NEWTON, M. D., 

professor of clinic medicine and suroert. 

ZOHETH FREEMAN, M. D., 

professor of SURaBRF AND SURGICAL PRACTICE. 

JOHN KING, M.D., 
professor of obstetrics and the diseases of women and children. 

J. M.' SCUDDER, M. b., 

professor of theory and practice of MEDICINi: AND fathologt. 

H. D. GARRISON, M. D., 
professor of phtsiologt and medical jurisprudence. 

EDWIN FREEMAN, M. D,, 
professor of general and demonstrative anatomy. 

. J. F. JUDGE, M. D., 
professor of chemistry, pharmacy and -toxicology. 

The^iext Fall and Winter Session will commence on Tues- 
day, i5th day of October^ 1861, and will continue sixteen 
weeks. Preliminary lectures will be delivered daily, fromhe; 
Ist to the 15th October. 

The fees dre, f 85 per session ; or by p%ing $160 in advance, 
the student may attend as many courses as he wishes, until he 
graduates. Graduation fee, $25. 

All communications to be addressed to any member of the 
Faculty, or to R. S. Newton, M. D., No. 90, Seventh Street, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 



334 



EDITOBIAL. 



[June, 



CATALOGUE 

Of the Matriculants and Graduates of the Eclectic Medical In- 
stitute of Cincinnati, Ohio, for the Winter Session of 1860- 
'61, and the Spring Session of 1861. 



Matriculants of the Winter Session of 1860-'61. 



William E. Bradford, Ills. 

Henry P. Bruton, Ark. 

Richard F. BeDoett, His. 

L. T. de Beaumont, La. 

Anson L. Clark, Ills. 

Augustus W. Cole, Tenn. 

Edward N. Cusbing, Miss. 

Joshua B. Conaway, Ya. 

Henry S. Etheridge, Va. 

Smith W. Esten, R. I. 
Charles S. Edwards, Ark. 

(Jeorge H. Field, Ills. 

Orris K. Griffith, Ills. 

John S. Grubbs, Ky. 

George W. Hull, Mo. 

Thomas M. Harman, Mo. 

Charles E. Howland, N. Y. 

Rollin Hutchins, Ind. 

William E. Jones, Ga. 

John P. Jordan, Ohio. 

John D. Jones, Miss. 

Robert C. Kibler, S. C. 

Henry R. King, Ohio. 

John Kautz, Ind. 

David M. Kiug, Mo. 

John B. Lewis, Ind. 

Thomas J. Lord, Ind. 

Henry Long, Ind. 

Francis R. Lincoln, His. 

Thomas W. Leake, Ohio. 

Richard J. McNeill, Ills. * 

Homer E. McEenzie, Ohio. 



John H. Mitchell, Mo. 

Benjamin S. Med lock, Miss. 

William W. Moore, Miss. 

George W. Moore, Ohio. 

Charles J. Monjar, Ohio. 

John B. Northern, Tenn. 

Milton W. Nesmith, Miss. 

George H. Plumley, Vermont. 

Edwin C. Perry, Ohio. 

James L. Proper, Pa. 
Seth A. Peacock, Ga. 

Joseph H. Ralston, Ills. 

Hiram M. Rulison, Ohio. 

Henry C. Robbins, Mass. 

Louis Reinach, Tenn. 

Christian L. Sharp, Ind. 

Henry L. Slauson, N. Y. 

Joseph G. Stine, Ohio. 

Daniel Sheets, Ya. 

Nathan H. Sid well, Ohio. 

John M. Staples, Mo. 

William 0. Stone, Ind. 

Abner Thorp, Ohio. 

John B. Tucker, Tenn. 

Webster W. Teague, Ind. 

John G. Yanschoiack, Ind. 

Alonzo E. Yan Yoorhis, N. Y. 

Ira Winegar, Mich. 

Henry K. Whitford, Ills. 

Randolph Wheelan, Ohio. 

George H. Walling, R. L 

Fielding H. Yoost^ Ya. 



Matriculants of Spring Session^ 1861. 



Charles E. Ashby, Ills. 
Eli S. Bamett, Ky. - 
Benjamin R. Davis, Ohio. 



William W. Moore, M.D., Miss. 
Charles J. Monjar, Ohio. 
Milton W. Nosmith, Miss. 
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Wtlliam S. Pahnestock, Ohio. 
Robert C. Fuller, Ohio. 
Edward G. Huse, Wis. 
John D. W. Jennings, Ohio. 
John P. Jordan, Ohio.] 
Dayid M. King, Mo. 
Henry R. King, Ohio. 
Samuel B. Lightner, Pa. 
Thompson A. Lucas, Ind. 
Homer E. McKenzie, Ohio. 
Duncan McRae, Mo. 



Alonzo F. Potter, Ills. 
John N. Raley, Ark.^ 
Joseph H. Ralston, Ills. 
Alfred Secrest, Ind. 
Edward M. Shaw, Mich. 
Henry Tesmer, Ills. 
Abner Thorp, Ohio. 
John G. Yanschoiack, Ind. 
Jesse M. Webb, Mo. 
President J. White, Mo. 



Oraduates Winter Session^ 1860-'61. 



Anson L. Clark, Ills. 
Augustus W. Cole, Tenn. 
Edward N. Cushing, Miss. 
Henry S. Etheridge, Va. 
Smith W. Esten, R. I. 
Charles S. Edwards, Ark. 
aeorge H. Field, Ills. 
Orris K Griffith, Ills. 
George W. Hull, Mo. 
RoUin Hutchins, Ind. 
William B. Jones, Ga. 
John D. Jones, Miss. 
Robert C. Kibler, 8. C. 
John B. Lewis, Ind. 
Francis R. Lincoln, Ills. 



Thomas J. Lord, Ind. 
Benjamin S. Medlock, Miss. 
John H. Mitchell, Mo. 
William W. Moore, Miss. 
Edwin C. Perry, Ohio. 
George H. Plumley, Vermont. 
Henry C. Bobbins, Mass. 
Nathan H. Sidwell, Ohio. 
Joseph G. Stine, Ohio. 
William 0. Stone, Ind. 
Webster W. Teague, Ind. 
George W. Walling, R. I. 
Henry K. Whitford, Ills. 
Fielding H. Youst, Va. 



Honorary Oraduates. 

L. T. de Beaumont, La. Louis Beinach, Tenn. 

Graduates Spring Sessio-n^ 1861. 

Eli E. Barnett, Ky. Milton W. Nesmith, Miss. 

Edward C. Huse, Wis. Henry Tesmer, Ills. 

David M. King, Mo. Abner Thorp, Ohio. 

Henry R. King, Ohio. John G. Vanschoiack, Ind. 

Honorary Graduates. 

Charles E. Ashby, Ills. Duncan McRae, Mo. 

Bobert C. Puller, Ohio. 
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DR. H. B. WHITE, OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

Writes, and gives a full report of a case of hydrocephalus. 
The foetus being dead when delivered, and decomposition hav- 
ing taken place. The mother felt distinctly the motion of the 
child on the 25th of the month, and was delivered on the 29th 
of the same. 

History. — "The mother's health had not been very good 
during the whole period of utero-gestation ; and some three or 
four weeks previous to parturition, she was frightened very 
much by her husband accidentally getting a pitchfork run 
through his foot, which caused him to faint. He was brought 
to the house, and on seeing hini she became very much alarm- 
ed. Ever after this, she was troubled with trembling symp- 
toms. After parturition, she recovered ais usual." 

This may or may not have had something to do in causing 
the disease. We have met with many similar cases, where the 
health of the mother bad been good, and no known cause ex- 
isted to produce it. n. 



OLD SCHOOL-" ISM." 

Dr. N , of Kentucky, writes: — "We have had some 

cases of influenza, accompanied by febrile .excitement, which 
OUT great Explainer of Diseases (Allopathic Doctor), calls ty- 
phoid pneumonia. To me his treatment seems somewhat 
novel, and as you are fond of novelties, I will, for your instruc- 
tion, give it in full. Firstly: adoseof Sub-Murias, grs. vji.; Opii. 
grs. ij. ; repeat every four hours ; blister extensively; alternate 
with Pulv. Camphor; in addition to the above, expectorants, 
Comp. Syrup Scilla. Under this treatment, the patient, if of 
strong constitution, will keep him in practice for fifteen days 
or more, when the patient is laid away. His explanation is, the 
lungs are totally destroyed, and as every one knows the diffi- 
culty of breathing without lungs, it is no wonder they died.^^ 

He further says, that by adopting the Eclectic plan of treat- 
ment, he has succeeded in curing many of the above cases, 
even after the Allopathic doctors had given them up as hope- 
less. Blisters and calomel are some of the relics of old fogy 
medicine. K. 
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